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A Voyact to BrRoBDINGNAG. 


CHAP. I. 


A great ſtorm deſcribed, the lang- boat ſent to fetch wa- 
ter, the author goes with it to diſcover the country, 
He is left on ſhore, is ſeized by one of the natives, 
and carried to a farmer's hauſe. His reception, with 
ſeveral accidents that happened there. A deſcription 
of the inhabitants, 


AVING been condemned by nature and 
H fortune to an active and reſtleſs life, in two 
months afrer my return, I again left my 

native country, and took ſhipping in the Downs on 
the 20th. day of June 1702, in the Adventure, Capt. 
John Nicholas, a Corniſh man, commander, bound 
for Surat. We had a very proſperous gale till we 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, where we land- 
Vol. V. ” "hs | ed 
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ed for freſh water, but diſcovering a leak, we un- 
ſhipped our goods, and wintered there; for, the 


.captain falling ſick of an ague, we could not leave 


the Cape till the end of March, We then ſer fail, 
and had a good voyage till we paſſed the Streights 
of Madagaicar ; but having got northward of that 
HMland, and to about five degrees ſouth latitude, the 
winds, which in thoſe ſeas are obſerved to blow a 


conſtant equal gale between the north and weſt, | 


from the beginning of December to the beginning 
of May, on the 10th of April began to blow with 
much greater violence, and more weſterly than u- 
ſual, continuing ſo for twenty days together, dur- 
ing which time, we were driven a little to the eaſt 
of the Molucca iflands, and about three degrees 
northward of the line, as our captain found by an 
obſervation he took the 2d of May, at which time 
the wind ceaſcd, and it was a perfect calm, where- 
at I was not a little rejoiced. But he, being a man 
well experienced in the navigation of thoſe ſeas, bid 

us all prepare againſt a ſtorm, which accordiogly 


happened the day following: for a ſouthern wind, 


called the ſouthern monſoon, began to ſet in. 
Finding it was like to overblow, we took in our 
ſprit-ſail, and ſtood by to hand the fore-fail; but, 
making foul weather, we looked the guns were all 
faſt, and handed the mizen. The ſhip lay very 
broad off, ſo we thought it better ſpooning before 
the ſea, than trying or hulling. We reeft the fore- 
{ail and ſet him, and hawled aft the fore ſheet; the 
helm was hard-a-weather. The ſhip wore bravely. 
We beliyed the fore-down hall; but the fail was 


ſplit, and we hawled dowa the yard, and got the ſail 8 


into the ſhip, and unbound all the things clear of 
it. It was a very fierce ſtorm ; the ſea broke'ſtrange 
and dangerous. We hawled off upon the lanniard 
of the whip-ſtaff, and helped the man at the helm, 
We would not get down our rop-maſt, but let all 


Rand, becauſe the ſcudded b. fore the ſea very well. 


and 
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and we knew that, the top-maſt being aloft, the 


= | ſhip was the wholſomer, and made better way thro' 
* the ſea, ſeeing we had. ſea room. When the ſtorm 
5 was over, we ſet fore ſail and main ſail, and brought 


the ſhip to. Then we ſet the mizen, main - top- ſail, 
and the fore · to-ſail. Our courſe was E. N. E. the 
A wind was at 8. W. We got the ſtarboard tacks 

aboard, we caſt off our weather braces and lifts 
vue ſet in the lee-braces, and hauled forward by the 
0 weather bowlings, and hauled them tight, and be- 
layed them, and hawled over the mizen-tack to 
windward, and kept her full and by as near as ſhe- 
© | would he, | 

During this ſtorm, which was followed by a 
ſtrong wind W. S. W. we were carried by my com- 


- putation about five hundred leagues to the E. ſo 
A that the oldeſt ſailor on board could not tell ia what * 
paart of the world we were. Our proviſions held 
4 out well, our ſhip was ſtaunch, and our crew all 
. min good health; but we lay in the utmoſt diſtreſs 
7 for water. We thought it beſt to hold on the fame 
» M7 courſe, rather than turn more northerly, which 
might have brought us to the north weſt parts of 
Great Tartary, and into the frozen ſea. 
tr Ona che 16th of June, 1703, a boy on the top- 
| maſt diſcovered land. On the 14th, we came in 
full view of a great iſland or continent, (for we 
© IR knew not whether,) on the ſouth fide whereof was 
# a2 ſmall neck of land jetting out into the ſea, and a 


{ creek too ſhallow-to hold a ſhip of above one hun- 
4 dred tons. We caſt anchor within a league of this 


1 creek, and our captain ſent a dozen of his men well- 
armed in the long-boat, with veſſels for water, if 
ot any could be found. I deſired his leave to go with 
© WM them, that I might ſee the country, and make what 
d diſcoveries I could, When we came to land, we ſaw * + 
n. no river or ſpring, nor any fign of inhabitants 
ill IF Our men therefore wandered on the ſhore to And 
* out ſome freſh water near the ſea, and I walked a- 


141 lone 
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lone about a mile on the other ſide, where I obſerv- 
ed the country all barren and rocky. I now began 
to be weary, and, ſeeing nothing to entertain my 
curioſity, I returned gently down towards the creek ; 
and the ſea being full in my view, I ſaw our men 
already got into the boat, and rowing for life to the 


' ſhip. I was going to hollow after them, although 


it had been to little purpoſe, when I obſerved a 
huge creature walking after them in the ſea, as faſt 


as he could; he waded not much deeper than his 
knees, and took prodigious ſtrides; but our men 
had the ſtart of him half a league, and, the ſea 


thereabouts being full of ſharp-pointed rocks, the 
monſter was not able to overtake the boat. This I 
was afterwards told, for 1 durſt not ſtay to ſee the 
iſlue of the adventure; but ran as faſt as I could 
the way I firſt went, and then climbed up a ſteep 
hill, which gave me ſome proſpect of the country. 
I found it fully cultivated ; but that which firſt ſur- 
priſed me was the length of the graſs, which, in 
thoſe grounds that ſeemed to be kept for hay, was 


about twenty fcet high. | 
I fell into a high-road, for ſo I took it to be, 


though it ſerved to the inhabitants only as a foot- 
path through a field of barley. Here I walked on 
for ſome time, but could ſee little on either fide, it 
being now near harveſt, and the corn riſing at leaſt 


foriy feet, I was an hour walking to the end of 


this field, which was fenced in with a hedge of at 
leaſt one hundred and twenty feet high, and the 
trees ſo lofty,' that T could make no computation of 
their altitude. There was a ſtile to paſs from this 
field into the next. It had four ſteps, and a ſtone 
to croſs over when you came to the uppermoſt. 
It was impoſſible for me to climb this ſtile, becauſe 
every ſtep was ſix feet high, and the upper ſtone 
above twenty. I was endeavouring to find ſome gap 
in the hedge, when I diſcovered one of the inhabi- 


- tants in the next field advancing towards the ſtile, 


of 
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of the ſame ſize with him whom I faw in the ſea 
purſuing our boat. He appeared as tall as an or- 
dinary ſpire-ſteeple, and took about ten yards at 
every ſtride, as near as I could gueſs. I was ſtruck 
with the utmoſt fear and aftonithment, and ran to 
= hide myſelf in the corn, from whence I ſaw him 
at the top of the ſtile, looking back into the next 


.E field on the right hand, and heard him call in a 


; voice many degrees louder than a ' ſpeaking trum- 
pet; but the noiſe was ſo high in the air, that at 
= firſt I certainly thought it was thunder. Where- 


> upon ſeven monſters, like himſelf, came towards 


him with reaping hooks in their hands, each hook 
about the largeneſs of ſix ſcythes, Theſe people 
were not fo well clad as the firſt, whole fervants or 
XX labourers they ſeemed to be: for, upon ſome words 
he ſpoke, they went to reap the corn in the field 
where I lay. I kept from them at as great a diſtance 
as I could, but was forced to move with extreme 
difficulty, for the ſtalks of the corn were ſometimes 


oF not above a foot diſtant, ſo that I ceuld hardly ” 


A ſqueeze my body betwixt them, However, I made 
Ja ſhift to go forward, till I came to a part of the 


field where the corn had been laid by the rain and 


wind, Here it was impoſſible for me to advance a 
ſtep; for the ſtalks were ſo interwoven, that I could 


| # not creep through, and the beards of the fallen ears 
ſo ſtrong and pointed, that they pierced through 


4 my cloaths into my fleth, At the ſame time I heard 


'Þ the reapers not above an hundred yards behind me. - 
Being quite diſpirited with toil, and wholly over- 


2 come by grief and deſpair, I lay down between two 
=T ridges, and heartily wiſhed I might there end my 
days. I bemoaned my deſolate widow, and fatherlets 
children. I lamenred my own folly and wilfulneſs 
in attempting a ſecond voyage again{ the advice of 
all my friends and relations. In this terrible agita- 
tion of mind, I could not forbear thinking of Lilli- 
put, whole inhabitants looked upon me as the great- 
120 4 3 eſt 
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eſt prodigy that ever appeared in the world: where 
I was able to draw an imperial fleet in my hand, and 
perform thoſe other actions which will be recorded 
for ever in the chronicles of that empire, while po- 
ſterity ſhall hardly believe them, although atteſted 
by millions. I reflected what a mortiſication it muſt 


prove to me, to appear as inconſiderable in this na- 
tion, as one ſingle Lilliputian would be among us. 


But this I conceived was to be the leaſt of my mis- 
fortunes : for, as human creatures are obſerved to 
be more ſavage and cruel, ia proportion to their 
bulk, what could I expect, but to be a morſel in the 
mouth of the firſt among theſe enormous barbari- 
ans, that ſhould happen to ſeize me? Undoubtedly 
philoſophers are in the right when they tell us, that 
nothing is great or little otherwiſe than by compa- 
riſon. It might have pleaſed fortune to have let 
the Lilliputians find ſome nation, where the people 
were as diminitive, with reſpect to them, as they 
were to me, And who knows but that even this 
prodigious race of mortals mightibe equally over- 
matched in ſome diſtant part of the world, where- 
of we have yet no diſcovery. |. & 

Scared and confounded as I was, Feoula not for- 
bear going on with theſe reflections, when one of 
the reapers, approaching within ten yards of the 
ridge where I lay, made me appreheng, that, with 
the next ſtep, I ſhould be ſquathed to death under 
his foot, or cut in two with his reaping hook, And 
therefore, when he was again about to move, I 
{creamed as loud as fear could make me. Where- 


upon the huge creature trod ſhort, and, looking 


round about under him, for ſome time, at laſt eſ- 
pied me as I lay on the ground. He conſidered. a 
while with the caution of one who. endeavours to 
lay hold on a ſmall dangerous animal, in ſuch a 
manner that it ſhall not be able either to ſcratch or 
to bite him, as I myſelf have ſometimes done with a 
wealel in England, At length he yentured to take 

me 
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me up behind by the middle, between his fore-finger 
and thumb, and brought me within hree yards of 
his eyes, that he might behold my ſhape more per- 
ſectiy. I gueſſed his meaning, and my good fortune 
gave me ſo much preſence of mind, that I reiolved 
not to ſtruggle in the leaſt as he held me in the air, 
above ſixty feet from the ground, although he 


4 grievouſly pinched my ſides, for fear I ſhould Ali 


through his fingers. All I ventured was, to raiſe 
mine eyes towards the ſun, and place my hands to- 
gether in a ſupplicating poſture, and to ſpeak fome 
words in an humble melancholy tone, ſuitable to 


the condition 1 then was in. For I apprehended 


every, moment that he would daſh me againſt the 
ground, as we uſually do any little hatetul animal, 
which we have a-mind to deſtroy “. But my good 
ſtar would have it, that he appeared pleaſed with 
my voice and geſtures, and began to look upon me 
as a curiolity, much wondering to hear me pro- 
nounce articulate words, although he could not 
underſtand them; In the mean time, I was not 
able to forbear groaning and ſhedding tears, and 
turning my head towards my ſides; letting him 
know, as well as I could, how cruelly I was hurt 
by the prefſure of his thumb and finger. He ſeem- 
ed to apprehend my meaning; for, lifting up the 
lappet of his coat, he put me gently into it, and 
immediately ran along, with me to his maſter, who 
was a ſubſtantial farmer, and the ſame perſon I had 
firſt {een in the field 


The farmer having (as I ſuppoſe by their talk,) 


4 


reccived ſuch an account of me as his ſervant could 
give him, took a piece of a ſmall ſtraw, about the 


Our inattention to the feli:ity of ſenſitive beings merely becauſe 
they are ſmall, is here forcibly reproved : Many have wantonly cruſh - 
ed an inſet, who would ſhudder at cutting the throat of a dog; but 
it ſhould always be remembered, that the leaſt of theſe 

| 4% In mortal ſuſferance feels a pang as great 
As whey 2-giant dies. 899 
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aſked them, (as I afterwards learned, ) whether they 
had ever ſeen in the fields, any little creature that 
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fizeof a walking-ſtaff, and therewith lifted up the 
lappets of my coat; which it ſeems he thought to 
be ſome kind of covering that Nature had given 
me. He blew my hairs aſide to take a better view 
of my face. He called his hinds about him, and 


reſembled me: he then placed me ſoftly. on the 
ground upon all four, but I got immediately up, 
and walked-ſlowly backwards and forwards, to let 
thoſe people fee I had no intent to run away. They 


all ſar down in a circle about me, the better to ob- 
ſerve my motions, I pulled off my hat, and made 


a low bow towards the farmer, I fell on my knees, 
and lifted up my hands and eyes, and ſpoke ſeveral 
words as loud as I could: I took a purſe of gold 
dut of my pocket, and humbly preſented it to him. 
He received it on the palm of his hand, then ap- 
plied it cloſe to his eye to ſee what it was, and af- 
terwards turned it ſeveral times with the point of a 
pin, (which he took out of his fleeve,) but could 
make nothing of it. Whereupon I made a ſign that 
he ſhould place his hand on the ground. I then 
rook the purſe, and, opening it, poured all the gold 
into his palm, There were fix Spaniſh pieces, of 
four piſtoles each, beſides twenty or thirty ſmaller 
coins. I ſaw him wet the tip of his little finger 
upon his tongue, and take up one of my largeſt 
pieces, and then another, but he ſeemed ro be whol- 
ly ignorant what they were, He made me a ſign to 
put them again into my purſe, and the purſe again 
into my pocket, which, after offering it to him ſe- 
veral times, I thought it beſt to do. 44 
'The farmer by this time was convinced I muſt be 
a rational creature. He ſpoke often to me, but the 
found of his voice pierced my ears like that of a 
water-mill, yet his words were articulate enough. 
T anſwered as loud as I could in ſeveral languages, 
and he often laid his car within two yards of * 
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put all in vain, for we were wholly unintelligible 
to cach other. He then ſent his ſervants to their 
work, and taking his handkerchief out of his poc- 
ket, he doubled and ſpread it on his left hand, 
which he placed flat on the ground, with the palm 
upwards, making me a ſign to ſtep into it, as I could 


; | eaſily do, for it was not above a foot in thickneſs. 
I thought it my part to obey, and, for fear of fall- 


ing, laid myſelf at full length upon the handker- 
chief, with the remainder of which he: lapped: me 


up to the head for farther ſecurity, and in this man- 
ner carried me home to his houſe. There he call- 
ed his wife, and ſhewed me to her: but ſhe ſcream- 


ed and ran back, as women in England do at the 
ſight of a toad or a ſpider. However, when ſhe 
had a while ſeen my behaviour, and how well Job- 
ſerved thè ſigus her huſband made, ſhe was ſoon 


reconciled, and by degrees grew extremely tender 


= of me. | 


It was about twelve at noon, and a ſervant 
brought in dinner; It was only one ſubſtantial diſh 


of meat (fit for the plain condition of an huſband- 
man) in a diſh of about four and twenty feet diame- 
ter. The company were the farmer and his wife, 
three children and an old grandmother : when they 


were ſat down, the farmer placed me at ſome dis- 
tance from him on the table, which was thirty feet 
high from the floor. I was in a terrible fright, and 
kept as far as I could from the edge for tear of 
falling. The wife minced a bit of meat, then 
crumbled ſome bread on a trencher, / and placed it 
before me. I made her a low bow, took out my 
knife and fork, and fell to eat, which gave them 
exceeding delight. The miſtreſs ſent her maid for 
a ſmall dram-cup, which held about two gallons, 
and filled it with drink; I took up the veftel with 
much difficuliy in both hands, and in a moſt re- 
ſpectful manner drank to her Ladyſhip's. health, 
expreſſing the words as loud as I could in _—_— 
24511 whic 
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which made the company laugh ſo heartily, that I 
was almoſt deafened with the noiſe. This liquor 
taſted like a ſmall cyder, and was not unpleafant, 
Then the maſter made me a fign to come to his 
trencher ſide; but as I walked on the table, being 
in great ſurprize all the time, as the in lulgent read- 
er will eaſily conceive and excuſe, I happened to 
ſtumble again a cruſt, and fell flat on my face, 
but received no hurt. I got up immediately, and 


| aqbſerving the good people to be in much concern, 


I took my hat (which I held under my arm out of 
good manners,) and, waving it over my head, made 


three huzzas, to ſhew I had got no miſchief by my- | 


fall. But advancing forwards toward my maſter, 
(as I ſhall henceforth call him,) his youngeſt ſon, 
who ſat next him, an arch boy of about ten years 
old, took me up by the legs, and held me ſo high 
in the air, that I trembled every limb; but his fa- 
ther ſnatched me from him, and at rhe ſame time 


ve him ſuch a box on the left ear, as would have 


elled an European troop of horis to the earth, or- 
dering him to be taken from the table. But being 


afraid the boy might owe me a fpight, and well re- 
membering how mifchievous all children among 


us naturally are to ſparrows, rabbits, young kit- 
tens, and puppy dogs, I fell on my knees, and 
pointing to the boy, made my maſter to underſtand, 
as well as I could, that I defircd his fon might be 
pardoned. The father complied, and the lad took 
his ſeat again; whereupon I went to him and kiſ- 
ſed his hand, which my maſter took, and made him 
ſtroak me gently with it. | 

In the midſt of dinner, my miſtreſs's favourite 
cat leapt into-her lap, I heard a noiſe behind me 
like that of a dozen ſtocking- weavers at work; 
and, turning my head, I found it proceeded from 
the purring of that animal, who ſeemed to be three 


times larger than an ox, as I computed by the view: 


of her head, and one of her paws, while her 25 
| treis 
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treſs was feeding and ſtroaking her. The fierceneſs 


of this creature's countenance altogether diſcom- 


poſed me ; though I Rood at the further end of 
the table, above fifty feet off; and although my 
miſtreſs held her faſt, for fear ſhe might give a 
ſpring, and ſeize me in her talons. But it happen- 


[ ed there was no danger; for the cat took not the 


leaſt notice of me, when my maſter placed me with- 
in three yards of her. And as I have been always 

told, and found true by experience in my travels, 
that flying or diſcovering fear before a fierce animal 
is a certain way to make it purſue or attack you, ſo 
I reſolved in this dangerous juncture to ſhew no 
manner of concern, I walked with intrepidity five 
or fix times before the very head of the cat, and 
came within half a yard of her; whereupon ſhe 
drew herſelf back, as if ſhe were more afraid of 
me: I had leſs apprehenſion concerning the dogs, 
whereof three or four came into the room, as it is 
uſual in farmers houſes; one of which was a maſtiff 


Ii | Equal in bulk to four elephants, and a greyhound 
XZ ſomewhat taller than the maſtiff, but not ſo large. 


When dinner was almoſt done, the nurſe came 


j in with a child of a year old in her arms, who im- 


mediately ſpied me, and began a ſquall, that you 


A might have heard from London-hridge to Chelſea, 


after the uſual oratory of infants to get me for a 
play-thing. The mother out of pure indulgence 


| 1 took me up, and put me towards the child, who 
pre ſently ſeized me by the middle, and got my head 
into his mouth, where I roared ſo loud, that the 
urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and I ſhould 


infallibly have broke my neck, if the mother had 


not held her apron under me. The nurſe to quiet 


her babe made ule of a rattle, which was a kind of 
hollow veffel filled with great ſtones, and faſtened 
by a cable to the child's waiſt': but all in vain, ſe 
that ſhe was forced to apply the laſt remedy by giv- 
ing it ſuck. I muſt confeſs no object ever diſguſted 

me 
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me ſo much as the ſight of her, monſtrous breaſt, 


which I cannot tell what to compare with, ſo as io 


give the curious reader an idea of its bulk, ſhape, 
and colour. It ſtood prominent ſix feet, and could 
not be leſs than ſixteen. in circumference. The nip- 
ple was about half the bigneſs of my head, and the 
hue both of that and the dug ſo varified with ſpots, 
pimples, and freckles, that nothing could appear 
more nauſeous : for T had a near ſight of her, ſhe 
fitting down, the more conveniently to give ſuck, 
and I ſtanding on the table, 


pear ſo beautiful to us, only becauſe they are of our 
own ſize, and their defects not to be ſeen but thro” 
a2 magnifying-glaſs, where we find by experiment, 


that the ſmootheſt and whiteſt {Kins look rough and 4 


coarſe; and ill- coloured. | 
I remember, when I was at Lilliput, the complexions 
of thoſe diminutive people appeared to me the fair- 


eſt in the world; and talking upon this ſubject with 
a perſon of learning there, who was an intimate 


friend of mine, he ſaid, that my face appeared much 


fairer and ſmoother when he looked on me from 


the ground, than it did upon a nearer view when I 
took: him up in my hand and brought him cloſe, 
which he confeſſed was at firſt a very ſhocking ſight, 
He ſaid he could diſcaver great holes in my ſkin ; 
that the ſtumps of my beard were ten times ſtrong- 
er than the briſtles of a boar, and my complexion 
made up of ſeveral colours altogether diſagrecable: 
although I muſt beg leave to ſay for myſelf, that I 
am as fair as moſt of my ſex and country, and very 
little ſun burot by all my travels. 
ſide, diſcourſing of the ladies in that Emperor's 
court, he uſed to tell, me, one had freckles, ano- 
ther too wide a mouth, a third too large a noſe, 
nothing of which 1 was: able to diſtlinguiſh. I con- 
feſs, this reflexion was obvious enough; which 
however I could not forbcas, kit the reader n 
| thin 


This made me reflect 
upon the fair ſkins of our Engliſh ladies, who ap- 
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think thoſe vaſt creatures were actually deformed : 
for | muſt do them juſtice to ſay, they are a come - 
ly race of people; and particularly the features of 
my maſter's countenance ; although he were but a 
farmer, when I beheld him from the height of ſix- 


ty feet, appeared very well/proportioned, - 14 + 


When dinner was done, my maſter went out to 


| his labourers, and, as I could diſcover by his voice 


and geſture, gave his wife a ſtrict charge to take 


care of me. I was very much tired, and diſpoſed 
to ſleep, which my miſtreſs perceiving, ſhe put me 
on her own bed, and covered me with a clean white 


handkerchief, but larger and coarſer than the main - 


ſail of a man of war. | 


I flept about two hours, and dreamed I was at 
home with my wife and children, ' which aggravat- 


ed my ſorrows when I awaked, and found myſelf 


alone in a vaſt room, between two and three hun- 


red feet wide, and above. two hundred high, lying 


in a bed twenty yards wide. My miſtreſs was gone 


about her houſhold-affairs, and had locked me in. 
The bed was eight yards from the floor. Some na- 
= tural neceſſities required me to get down; I durſt 
not preſume to call, and, if J had, it would have 
been in vain with ſuch a voice as mine, at ſo great 


+ Xa diſtance as from the room where I lay to the 


kitchen where the family kept, While I was un- 
der theſe circumſtances, two rats crept up the cur- 


tains, and ran ſmelling backwards and forwards on 


the bed. One of them came up almoſt to my face, 
2 whereupon I roſe in a fright, and drew our my hang- 


er to defend myſelf. Theſe horrible animals had 


| 1 the boldneſs to attack me on both ſides, and one 


of them held his fore-feet at my collar; but I had 
che good fortune to rip up his belly, before he could 
. do me any miſchief. He fell dowa at my feet, and 


the other, ſeeing the fate of his comrade, made his 
eſcape, but not without one good wound on the 
back, which I gave him as he fled, and made the 

Vol. V. B blood 
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belt before Iwent to fleep, I muſt bave infallibly 1 


with a ſtrong flaſh croſs the neck, I thoroughly 2 


The good woman, with much difficulty, at laſt 


hundred yards, and beckoning to her not to look 


blood run trickling from him. After this exploit, 
I walked gently to and fro on the bed to recover 
my breath, and loſs of fpiri:s. Theſe creatures were 
of the ſize of a large maſtiff, but infivitely more | 

nimble and-herce, ſo that, if I had taken off my 


been torn to pieces and devoured, I meaſured the 4 | 
tail of the dead rat, and found it to be: two yards 
long, wanting an inch 3 but it went againſt my ſto- 


mach 10 drag the carcaſe off the bed, where it laß, 


fill bleeding; I obſerved it had yet ſome life, but, 


Soon after my miſtreſs came into the room, 
wha, ſedng me all bloody, ran and took me up in 
her hand. I pointed to the dead rat, ſmiling and 
making other ſigus 10 ſhew I was not hurt, where- 
at ſhe was extremely rejoiced, calling the maid to 
take up the dead rat with a pair of tongs, and throw 
it out of the window. Then ſhe ſet me on a table, 
where I ſhewed her my hanger all bloody, and,. 
wiping it on the lappet of my coat, returned it to 
the ſcabbard. I was preſſed to do more than one 
thing, which another could not do for me, and 
therefore endeavoured to make my miſtreſs under 
ſtand, that I deſired to be ſet down on the floor; 
which, after ſhe had done, my baſhfulneſs would 
not ſuffer me to expreſs myſelf farther, than by 
pointing to the door, and bowing ſeveral times. 


perceived what 1 would be at, and taking me up a+ | 4 
in in her hand, walked into the garden, where 
ſet me down, I went on one ſide about-two 


or to follow me, I bid myſelf between two leaves of | i 
ſorrel, and there diſcharged the neceſſities af na- 
ture. tent: 1 ; 110 1 
1 hope the gentle reader will excuſe me for dwel-- 
ling on theſe and the like particulars, which, bow- 
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ever inſignificant they may appear to groveling vul- 
gar minds, yet will certainly help a philoſopher to 
enlarge his- thoughts and imagination, and apply 
them to the benefit of public as well as private life, 
which«was my ſole deſign in preſenting this and o- 


ther accounts of my travels to the world; qwherein 


I have been chiefly ſtudious of truth, without af - 
fecting any ornaments of learning or of ſtyle. But 
the whole ſcene-of this voyage made ſo ſtrong an 


1 impreſſion on my mind, and is ſo deeply fred ia 


my memory, that, in committing it to paper, I did 
not omit one material circumſtance: however, up- 
on a ſtrict review, I blotted out ſeveral paſſages of 
leſs moment which were in my firſt cop for fear 

ol being cenſured. as tedious and trifling, whereof 
X travellers are often, perhaps not without juſtice, 
* r m1 git Fw 0 Are 4; 
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4 difeription- of the farmer's diughter, The author 
— to a rr?! rats and then tu tha met rapalis. 
_ The particulars of his journey. | 


Y miſtreſs had a daughter of nine years old, 
a child of towardly parts for her age, very 
dexterous at her needle, and fkilful in drefling her 
baby. Her mother and ſhe contrived to fit up the 
baby's cradle for me againſt night: the cradle was 
put into a ſmall drawer of a'cabmet, and the drawer 
placed upon a hanging ſhelf for fear of the rats. 
This was my bed all the time I ſtayed with thoſe 
people, though made more convenient by degrees, 
as I began to learn their language, and make 
wants known. This young girl was ſo hardy, that, 
after L had once or m_ pulled off my cloaths be- 
. ; 


fore 


v 


16 
fore her, ſhe was able to dreſs and undreſs me, 


though I never gave her that trouble, when ſhe 
would let me do either myſelf. She made me ſeven 


ſhirts, and ſome other linen, of as fine cloth as 


could be got, which indeed was coarſer than fack- 


cloth; and theſe the conſtantly waſhed for me witn 
her own hands. She was likewiſe my ſchoolmis- 
treſs to teach me the language: when 1 point- 
ed to any thing, ſhe told me the name of it in her 
ſo that in a few days I was able to call 
for whatever Fhad a mind to. She was very good» 7 
natured, and not above forty feet high, being little 
for her age. She gave me the name of Grildrig, = 
which the family took up, and afterwards the whole 
kingdom. The word imports what the Latins call 
naunuculus, the Italians homunceletino, and the Eng- 


own ton 


liſh mannitin. To her I chiefly owe my preferva- 


tion in that country: we never parted while I was 


there ; I called her my Glumdalclitch, or little nurſe ; 
and ſhould be guilty of great ingratitude, if'l omit- 
ted this honourable mention of her care and affec- 


tion towards me, which I heartily wiſh it lay in my 


Power to requite as ſhe deſerves, inſtead of bein 
the innocent, but unhappy inſtrument of her di 
grace, as I have too much reaſon to fear. wy" 
It now began to be known and talked of in the 

neighbourhood, that my maſter had found a ſtrange 
animal in the field, about the bigneſs of a ſp/acknuck, 
dut exactly ſhaped in every part like a human crea- 
ture; which it likewiſe imitated in all its actions; 
ſeemed to ſpeak in a little language of its own, had 
already learned ſeveral words of theirs, went erect 
upon two legs, was tame and gentle, would come 


when-it was called, do whatever it was bid, had the | 1 


ſineſt limbs in the world, and a complexion fairer 
than a nobleman's daughter of three years old. 
Another farmer, who lived hard by, and was a 
particular friend of my maſter, came on a viſit on 
hen een | ase purpote 
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purpoſe to enquire into the truth of this ſtory. I 
was immediately produced, and placed upon a ta- 
ble, where I walked as I was commanded, drew my 
hanger, put it up again, made my reverence to my 
maſter's gueſt, aſked him in his own language how 
he did, and told him he was welcqme, juſt as my 
little nurſe had inſtructed me. This man, who was 
old and dim · ſighted, put on his ſpgctacles to behold 
me better, at which | could not forbgar laughing 
very heartily, for his eyes appeared like, the full 
moon ſhining into a chamber at two Findows; Our 
people, who diſcovered the cauſe of my mirth, 
bore me company in laughing, at which the old 
fellow was fool enough to be angry and out of 


= countenance. He had the character of a great mi- 


ſer, and, to my misfortune, he well deterved it, 
by the curſed advice he gave my maſter to / ſhew 
me as a ſight upon a market- day in the next town, 
which was half an hour's riding, about two and 
twenty miles from our houſe. I gucſſed there was 
ſome miſchief contriving, when I obſerved my ma- 
ſter and bis friend whiſpering long together, ſome - 


q times pointing at me; and my fears made me fancy, 


that I overheard and underſtood ſome of their 
words. But the next morning Gluadalclitch, . my 
little nurſe, told me the whole matter, which ſhe 
had cunningly picked out from her mother. The 
poor girl laid me on her boſom, and fell a weeping. 
with ſhame and grief. She apprehended ſome mis- 
chief would happen to me from rude vulgar folks, 
who might ſqueeze me to death, or break one of 
my limbs by taking me in their hands. She had 
allo obſerved how modeſt I was in my nature, how 
nicely I regarded my honour, and what an indigni- 
ty I ſhould conceive it to be expoſed for money as 
a public ſpectacle to the meaneſt of the peqple. She 
{aid, her papa and mama had promiſed that Grild- 
rig ſhould be hers, but now ſhe found they meant 
to ſerve her as they did laſt year, when they pre- 
B 3 rended 
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tended to give her a lamb, and yet, as ſoon as it was. | 
fat, fold it to a butcher. For my own part, I may 


- truly affirm, that | was leſs concerned than my | 


nurſe. I had a ſtrong hope, which never left me, 
that I ſhould one day recover my liberty; and, as 
to the ignominy of being. carried about for a mon- 
ſter, I conſidered myſelt to be a perfect ſtranger in 
the country, and that ſuch a misfortune could ne- 
ver be charged upon me as a reproach, if ever I 
ſhould return to England; fince the King of Great 
Britain himſelf. in my condition, muſt have under- 7 


gone the ſame diſtreſs. 


My maſter, purſuant to the advice of his friend, 7 f 


carried me in a box the next market-day, to the Y 
neighbouring town, and took along with him his 


title daughter, my nurſe, upon a pillion behind . 
him. The box was cloſe on every fide, with a lit- 


tle door for me to go in and out, and a few gimlet- | 3 


holes to let in air. The girl had been ſo careful as 
to put the quilt of her baby's bed into it, for me to 
lie down on. However, I was terribly ſhaken and 
diſcompoſed in this journey, though it were but of 
half an hour. For the horſe went about forty feet 
at every ſtep, and trotted ſo high, that the agita- 
tion was equal to the riſing and falling of a ſhip in 
a great ſtorm, but much more frequent : our jour- 


ney was ſomewhat farther than from London to St. 


Alban's. My maſter alighted at an inn which he 
uſed to frequent; and, after conſulting a while with 


the inn keeper, and making ſome neceſſary prepar- 


ations, he hired the grultrud, or crier, to give no- 
tice through the town, of a ſtrange creature to' be 
ſeen at the ſign of the Green Eagle, not ſo big as a 
Dlacnuck (an animal in that country very finely ſhap- 

ed, about fix feet long,) and in every part of the 
body reſembling an human creature, could ' ſpeak Þ 
ſeveral words, and perform an hundred diverting Þ 
tricks. * Bas a . KB 
I was placed upon a table in the largeſt room of 
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the inn, which might be near three hundred feet 
ſquare, My little nurſe ſtood on a low ſtool cloſe 
to the table, to take care of me, and direct what T 
ſhould do. My maſter, to avoid a croud, would 
fuffer only thirty people at a time to fee me. 1 
walked about on the table as the girl commanded : 
the aſked me queſtions, as far as the knew my un- 
derſtanding ot the language reached, and I anſwer- 
ed them as loud as I could. I turned about ſeveral 
times to the company, paid my humble reſpects, 
ſaid they were welcome, and uſed ſome other ſpcech- 
es I had been taught. I took up a thimble filled 
with liquor, which Glumdalclitch had given me for 
a cup, and drank their health. I drew out my 
hanger, and flouriſhed with it after the manner of 
X fencers in England. My nurſe gave me part of a 
X ſtraw, which J exerciſed as a pike, having learned 
the art in my youth, I was that day ſthewn to 
twelve ſets of company, and as often forced to act 
over again the ſame fopperies, till I was half dead 
with wearineſs and vexation, For thoſe who had 
ſeen me made ſuch wonderful reports, that the peo- 
= were ready to break down the doors to come in. 
y maſter, for his own intereſt, would not ſuffer 
any one to touch me, except my nurſe ; and, to 
prevent danger, benches were ſet round the table 
at fuch a diſtance, as to put me out of every body's 
reach. However, an unlucky ſchool-boy aimed a 
hazel-nut directly at my head, which very narrow- 
ly miſſed me; otherwiſe, it came with ſo much vi- 
olence, that it would have infallibly knocked out 
my brains, for it was almoſt as large as a ſmall pom- 
pion: but I had the ſatisfaction to ſee the young 
rogue well beaten, and turned out of the room. 
| My maſter gave public notice, that he would ſhew 
me again the next market-day, and in the mean 
time he prepared a more convenient vchicle for me, 
which he had reaſon enough to do: for I was fo 
ured with my ficſt journey, and with entertaining 
company 
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company for eight hours together, that I could 
hardly ſtand upon my legs, or ſpeak a word, It 


was at leaſt three days before I recovered - my | 


ſtrength; and that I might have no reſt at home, 


all the neighbouring gentlemen, from an hundred 


miles round, hearing of my fame, came to ſee me 
at my maſter's own houſe, There could not be 
fewer than thirty perſons with their wives and chil- 


dren, (for the country is very populous) ; and my | 
- maſter demanded the rate of a full room, whenever 


he ſhewed me at home, although it were only to a 
ſingle family: ſo that for ſome time I had but little 


eaſe every day of the week, (except Wedneſday, 


which is their Sabbath,) although I were not carri- 
ed to the town. 

My maſter, finding how profitable I was like to 
be, reſolved to carry me to the moſt conſiderable 
cities of the kingdom. Having therefore provided 
himſelf with all things neceſſary for a long journey, 


and ſettled his affairs at home, he took leave of his 


wife, and, upon the 14th of Auguſt, 1703, about 


two months after my arrival, we ſet out tor the me- 


tropolis, ſituated near the middle of that empire, 


and about three thouſand miles diſtance from our 


houſe : my maſter made his daughter Glumdalclitch 
ride behind him. She carried me on her lap in a 
box tied about her waiſt. The girl had lined it on 


all ſides with the ſofteſt cloth ſhe could get, well 


quilted underneath, furniſhed it with her baby's bed, 
provided me with linen and other neceflaries, and 


made every thing as convenient as ſhe could, We 


had no other company but a boy of the houſe, who 
rode after vs with the luggage. | 
My maſter's defign was to ſhew me in all the 
towns by the way, and to ſtep out of the road for 
fifty or an hundred miles, to any village, or perſon 


of quali'y's houſe, where he might expect cuſtom. | 
We made eaſy journies of not above ſeven or eight 
ſcore miles @ day: for Glumdalclitch, on purpoſe } 
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to ſpare me, complained ſhe was tired with the 
wotting of the horſe. She often took me out of 
my box at my own deſire, to give me air, and ſhew 


me the country, but always held me faſt by a lead - 


ing-ſtring. We paſſed over five or fix rivers many 
degrees broader and deeper than the Nile, or the 
Ganges; and there was hardly a rivulet ſo ſmall as 
the Thames at London -· bridge. We were ten weeks 
in our journey, and I was ſhewn in eighteen large 
towns, beſides many villages and private families. 
On the 26th of October, we arrived at the me- 
tropolis, called in their language Lorbrulgrud,. or 
Pride of the Univerſe. My maſter took. a lodging 
in the principal ſtreet of the city, not far from the 
royal palace, and put out bills in the uſual. form, 
containing an exact deſcription of my perſon and 
parts, He hired a large room between three and 


four hundred feet wide; He provided a table ſixty 


feet in diameter, upon which I was to act my part, 
and pallifadoed it round three feet from the edge 
and as many high, to prevent my falling over. ] 
was thewn ten times a-day, to the wonder and ſa- 
tistaCtion of all people. I could now ſpeak the lan- 
guage tolerably well, and perfectly underſtood eve- 
ry word that was ſpoken to me. Beſides, I had 
learned their alphabet, and could make a ſhift to 
explain a ſentence here and there; for Glumdal- 
clitch had been my inſtructor while we were at 
home, and at leiſure-hours during our journey, 
She carried a little book in her pocket, not much 
larger than a Samſon's Atlas; it was a common 
treatiſe for the uſe of young girls, giving a ſhort 
account of their religion :-out of this ſhe taught, me 
my letters, and interpreted the words, | 
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He difputes with his Majeſty's great ſ ſcholars. 


" apartment at court provided for the author. He is 
1 high favour with the Queen. He ftands up for 1 


our of his own country. His quarrels with . 


-. the 
the Queen dwarf. 


THE frequent labours I underwent. 8 4 
made in few weeks a very conſiderable change 

in my health: the more my maſter got by me, the 
more inſatiable he grew. I had quite loſt my fto- | 
mach, and was almoſt reduced to a ſkeleton. The 
farmer obſerved it, and, concluding I muſt foon 
die, refolved to make as good a hand of me as he 
could: While he was thus reaſoning and reſolving. 
with himſelf, a /ardral, or gentleman-ufher, came 
from court, commanding my maſter to carry me 
immediately thither for the diverſion of the queen 
and her ladies. Some of the latter had already been 
to ſee me, and reported ſtrange thiags of my beau- 
4 behaviour, and good ſenſe. Her Majeſty, and 
oſe who attended her, were beyond meaſure de- 


4 


lighted with my demeanour. I fell on my knees, 
and begged the honour of kiffing her imperial foot; 


but this gracious princeſs held out her little finger 
towards me, (after I was ſet on a table,) which 1 


embraced in both: my arms, and put the tip of ir 


with the utmoſt reſpect to my lip. She made me 
ſome general queſtions about my country, and my 
travels, which I anſwered as diſtinctly, and in as 
few words as I could. She aſked, whether I would 
be content to live at court, I bowed down _ — 5 
ard 
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 EÞ® board of the table, and humbly anſwerd, that I was 
my maſter's ſlave ; but, if I were at my own diſpo- 
= al, I ſhould be proud to devote my lite to her Ma- 
eſtys ſervice. dhe then aſked my maſter, whether 
he were willing to ſell me at a good price. He, who 
= 2ppreheaded I could nat live a month, was ready 


of enough to part with me, and demanded a thouſand 
g. pieces of gold, which were ordered him on; the 
10 ſpot, each piece being about the, bigneſs of eight 
is hundred moydores; but, allowing for the propor- 
for tion ot all things between that country and Europe, 


* and the high price ot gold among them, was hard- 
ly ſo great a ſum as a thouſand guineas would be in 
England. I then ſaid to the Queen, ſince I was 


y, now her Majeſty's moſt humble creature and vaſſal, 
ge I muſt beg the favour, that Glumgalclich, who 
the had always tended me with ſo much care and kind- 
to- neſs, and underſtood to do it fo well, might be ad- 


mitted into her ſer vice, and continue to be my 
nurſe and inſtructor. Her Majeſty agreed to my 
petition, and eaſily got the farmer's conſent, who 
was glad enough to have his dau — preferred at 
court, and the poor girl herſelf was not able to 


me bide her joy: my late maſter withdrew, bidding 
en me farewell, and ſaying he had left me in a good 
een ſervice; to which I replied not a word, only mak- 
au- ing him a ſlight bow. | 

ind The Queen obſerved my coldneſs, and, when the 
de- farmer was gone out of the apartment, aſked me 


he reaſon. 1 made bold to tell her Majeſty, chat 


ot; I owed no other obligation to my late maſter, than 
ger his not daſhing out the brains of à poor harmleſs 
-h 1 creature found by chance in his field; which obli- 
f ir 8 gation was amply recompenſed by the gain he had 
me made in ſhewing me through halt the kingdom, and 
my the price he had now ſold we for. That the life I bad 
as. ſince led, was laborious enough to kill an animal of 
dulden times my ſtrength. That my health was much 
the 


impaired by che continual drudgery of nn 
- . ; | e 
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the rabble every hour of the day, and that, if my | 


maſter had not thought my life in danger, her Ma- 


jeſty would not have got ſo cheap a bargain. But 


as I was out of all fear of being ill treated under the 
protection of ſo great and good an empreſs, the or- 


nament of nature, the darling of the world, the de- 
light of her ſubjects, the phoenix of the creation; 
ſo, I hoped my late maſter's apprehenfions would 
appear to be groundleſs, for I already found my 
15 to revive by the influence of her moſt auguſt 
ENCE. f ! 4 
This was the ſum of my ſpeech, delivered with 
great improprieties and heſitation ; the latter part 
was altogether framed in the ſtyle peculiar to that 
people, whereof I learned ſome phraſes from Glum- | 
dalclitch, while ſhe was carrying me to court. 

The Queen, giving great allowance for my de- 
fectiveneſs in ſpeaking, was however ſurpriſed at ſo 
much wit and good 2 in ſo diminutive an ani- 
mal. She took me in her own hand, and carried 
me to the King, who was then retired to his cabi- 
net. His Majeſty, a prince of much gravity and 
auſtere countenance, not well obſerving my ſhape 
at firſt view, aſked the Queen after a cold manner, 
ho long it was ſince the grew fond of a ſplacnucx; 
for ſuch it ſeems he took me to be, as I lay upon 
my breaſt in her Majeſty's right hand. But this 
princeſs, who hath an infinite deal of wit and hu- 
mour, ſet me gently on my feet upon the ſc: utore, 
and commanded me to give his Majeſty an account 
of myſelf, which I did in a very few words; and 
Glumdalclitch, who attended at the cabinet-door, 
and could not endure | ſhould be out of her fight, 
being admitted, confirmed all that had paſſed from 
my arrjval at her father's houſe, 

The King, although he be as learned a perſon as 
any in his dominions. had been educated in the ſtu- | 
dy of philoſophy.” and particularly mathematics; 
yet when he obſerved my ſhape exactly, and ſaw me 

. | walk 
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walk erect; before I began to ſpeak, conceivedTI might 
be a piece of clock-work, (which is in that coun- 
try arrived to a very great perfection,) contrived by 
ſome ingenious artiſt, But when he heard my 
voice, and found what I delivered to be regular and 
rational, he could not conceal his aſtoniſhment. He 
was by no means ſatisfied with the relation I gave 
him of the manner I came into his kingdom, but 
thought it a ſtory concerted between Glumdalclitch 
and her father, who had taught me a ſet of words 
to make me ſell ar a better price. Upon this ima- 
gination he put ſeveral other queſtions to me, and 
{till received rational anſwers, no otherwiſe defec- 
tive than by a foreign accent, and an imperfect 
knowledge in the language, with ſome ruſtic phra- 
ſes, which I had learned at the farmer's houſe, and 
did not ſuit the polite ſtyle of a court. a 
His Majeſty ſent for three great ſcholars, who 
were then in their weckly waiting according to the 
cuſtom in that country, Theſe gentlemen, after 
they had a while examined my ſhape with much 
nicety, were of different opinions concerning me, 
They all agreed, that J could not be produced ac- 
cording to the regular laws of nature, becauſe I was 
not framed with a capacity of preſerving my life 
cither by ſwiftneſs, or climbing of trees, or digging 
holes in the earth. They obſerved by my teeth, which 
they viewed with great exactneſs, that I was a car- 


nivorous animal; yet moſt quadrupeds being an 


overmatch for me, and ficld mice with ſome others 
too nimble, they could not imagine how | ſhould 
be able to ſupport myſelf, unle!s I fed upon nails 
and other infefts, which they offered, by many 
learned arguments, to evince that I could not — 
fivly do *. One of theſe virtuoſi ſeemed to think that 
I might 


By this reaforing the author probably intended to ridicule the 
pride of thoſe phil ſophers, who have thought fit to arraign the wiſ- 
dem of Prov dence in the creation ad government of the world; 
„. | C vh fo 
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I might be an embryo, or abortive birth. But this 
opinion was rejected by the other two, who obſerv- 
ed my limbs to be perfect and finiſhed, and that I 
had lived ſeveral years, as it was manifeſt from my 


was near thirty fcet bigh, After much debate they 


concluded unanimouſly, that I was only relplum ſcal- 1 
cath, which is interpeted literally /uſus nature, a 


determination exactly agreeable to the modern phi- 


loſophy of Europe, whole profeſſors, diſdaining the i 


old evaſion of cccult cauſes, whereby the followers 


of Ariſtotle endeavoured in vain to diſguiſe their Þ 
ignorance, have invented this wonderful folution 
of all difficulties, to the unſpeakable advancement Þ 


of human knowledge. 

After this deciſive concluſion I entreated to be 
heard a word or two. I applied myſelf to the King, 
and aſſured his Majeſty, that I came from a coun- 
try, which abounded with ſeveral millions of both 
ſexes and of my own ſtature; where the animals, 
trees, and houſcs, were all in proportion, and where 
by conſequence I might be as able to defend myſelf, 
and to find ſuſtenance, as any of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects could do here; which I took for a full 
anſwer to thoſe gentlemens arguments. To this 
they only replied with a ſmile of contempt, ſaying, 
that the farmer had inſtructed me very well in my 
leflon “. The King, who had a much better un- 


derſtanding, diſmiſling his learved men, ſent-for if 
the farmer, who by good fortune was not yet gone | 
out of town; having therefore 11(t examined him | 


xhoſe caviis are ſpecious, like thoſe of the BrobJingnogian ſages, only 


in proportion to the ignorence of t!.ofe to whom they are pre poſed, | 


# This ſatire is levehed againſt all, uw ko reject theſe facts for which 
they cannot perfedily account, notw.thiranding the abſurd.ty of f- 
jecting the tellzmony by which they arc ſupported, | 

privately, 


beard, the ſtumps whereof they plainly diſcovered i 

through a magnifying glaſs. They would not allow 
me to be a dwarf, becauſe my littleneſs was beyond 
all degrees of compariſon; for the Queen's favour- 
ite dwarf, the ſmalleſt ever known in that kingdom, 
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privately, and then confronted him with me and the 
young girl, his Majelty began to think that what 
we told him might poſſibly be true. He defired the 
Queen to order, that a particular care ſhould be 
taken of me, and was ot opinion, that Glumdal- 
clicch ſhould ſtill continue in her office of tending. 
me, becauſe he obſerved we had a great affection 
for each other, & convenient apartment was pro- 
vided for her at court; ſhe had a ſort of governeſs- 


appointed to take care of her education, a maid to- 


dreſs her, and two other ſervants for menial offices ;. 
but the care of me was wholly appropriated to her- 

ſelf, The Queen commanded her own. cabinet-- 
maker to contrive a box, that might ſerve me for a” 
bed-chamber, after the motel that Glumdalclitch 
and I ſhould agree upon. This man was a moſt in- 
genious artiſt, and, according to my directions, in 
three weeks finiſhed for me a wooden chamber of 
fixteen feet ſquare, and twelve high, with ſaſh-win+- 
dows, a door, and two cloſets, like a London bed- 

chamber. The board, that made the cieling, was 
to be lifted up and down by two hinges, to put in a 
bed ready furniſhed by her Majeſty's upholſterer, 
which Glumdalclitch took out every day to air: 

made it with her own hands, and letting it down at 

night, locked up the roof over me. A nice work-- 
man, who was famous for little curiofities, under-- 
took to make me two chairs, with backs and frames, 

of a ſubſtance not unlike ivory, and two tables, with. 
a cabinet to put my things in. The room was. 


quilted on all fides, as well as the floor and the 
cieling, to prevent any accident from the careleſaeſs 


of thoſe who carried me, and to break the force of 
a jolt when I went in a coach. I deſired a lock for 
my door to prevent rats and mice from coming in: 
the ſmith, after ſeveral attempts, made the ſmalleſt 
that ever was ſeen among them, for I have known 
a larger at the gate of a gentleman's houſe in Eng- 
I made a thift to keep the key in a pocket of 

1 my 


28  GULLIVER's TRAVELS, Part II. 


my own, fearing Glumdalclitch might loſe it. The 
Queen likewiſe ordered the thinneſt filks that could 
be gotten to make me cloaths, not much thicker # 

than an Engliſh blanket, very cumberſome, till I 
vas accuſtomed to them They were after the fa- 
| ſhi-n of the kingdom, parily reſembling the Perſian, 

and partly the Chineſe, and are a very grave and 
decent habit. : 

The Queen became ſo fond of my company, that 
ſhe could not dine wi hout me. I had a table placed 
upon the ſame at which her Majeſty eat, juſt at her 
left elbow, and a chair to ſit on. Glumdalclitch 
ſtood on a ſtool on the floor nzar my table to aſſiſt 

and take care of me, I had an entire ſet of falver- 
diſhes and plates and other peceflaries, which, in 
proportion to thoſe of the Queen, were not much 
bigger than what I have ſeen in a London toy - ſhop, 
for the furniture of a baby-houſe : theſe my little 
nurſe kept in her pocket in a filver-box, and gave 
me at meals as I wanted them, always cleaning them 
herſelt. No perſon dined with the Queen but the 
two princeſſes royal, the elder 16 years old, and the 
younger at that time 13 and a month. Her Majeſty 
uſed to put a bit of meat upon one of my diſhes, 
out of which I carved for myſelf; and her diverſion 
was to ſee me eat in miniature. For the Queen 

(who had indeed but a weak ſtomach,) took up, at 

one mouthful, as much as a dozen Engliſh farmers 
could eat at a meal, which to me was for ſome time 
a very nauſcous fight . She would cranch the 

wing 
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Among other dreadful and diſguſting images, which cuſtom has 
rend- ted familiar, are thoſe which ariſe from eating animal food. He 
who has ever turned with abherrence from the ſkeleton of a bea 
which has been picked whole by birds or vermin, muſt confeſs, that 
Eabit enly could have enabled him to endure the fight of the mang- 
led tones and fleſh of a dead carcaſe, which every day cover his table: 
and he, who reflects on the number of lives that have been ſacrificed 
to ſuſtain his own, ſhould enquire by what the account has teen ba- 
lanced, and whether his life is become proportionably of more value, 
by the exerciſe of virtue and piety, by the ſuperior bappineſs _ 


Chap. III. A VOYAGE To BROBDINGNAG: 29 


wing of a lark, bones and all, between her tceth, 
although it were nine times as large as that of a 
full-grown turkey; and put a bit of bread in her 
mouth, as big as two twelve-penny loaves She 
drank out of a golden cup, above a hogſhead at a 
draught. Her knives were twice as long as a ſcythe, 
ſer ſtrait upon the handle. The ſpoons, forks, and 
= other inſtruments, were all in the ſame proportion. 
I remember, when Glumdalcli: ch carried me out of 
= curioſity to ſee ſome of the tables at court, where 
ten or a dozen of theſe enormous knives and forks 

| were lifted up together, I thought I had never tilt 
then beheld fo terrible a ſight, | | 

It is the cuſtom, that every Wedneſday (which, 
as J have before obſerved, is their Sabbath,) the 
King and Queen, with the royal iſtue of both ſexes, 
dine together in the apartment of his Majeſty, to 
whom 1 was now become a great favourite; and at 
theſe times my little chair and table were placed ar 
his left hand before one of the falt cellars. This 
prince took a pleaſure in converting with me, en- 
quiring into the manners, religion, laws, govern- 
ment, and learning of Europe; wherein I gave him 
the beft account I was able. His apprehenſion was 
ſo clear, and his judgment ſo exact, that he made 
very wile reflections and obſervations upon all I ſaid. - 
But I confeſs, that after | had been a little tao co- 
pious in talking of my own beloved country of our 
trade, and wars by fea and land, of our ſchiſms in 
religion, and parties in the ſtare z the prejudices of 
his education prevailed fo far. that he could nor 
forbe ir taking me up in his right hand, and ſtroak- 
ing me gently with the other, after an hearty fit of 
laughing, aſked me, whether I was a Whig or To- 
ry ? Then turning to his firſt minifter, who waited 
behind him with a white ſtaff, near as tall as the 
main-maſt of the Royal Sovereign, he obſerved / 


he has communicated to reaſonable beings, and by the glory which ; 


his intellect bas aſcribed t) God. 
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how contemptible a thing was human grandeur, 
which could be mimicked by ſuch diminutive inſccts 
as [: and yet, ſays he, I dare engage, theſe crea- 
tures have their titles and diſtinctions, of honour ; 
they contrive little neſts and burrows, that they call 
houſes and cities; they make a figure in dreſs and equi- 
page; they love, they fight, they diſpute, they cheat, 
they betray, And thus he continued on, while my co- 
lour came and went ſeveral times with indignation, to 
hear our noble country, the miſtrefs of arts and arms, 
the ſcourge of France, the arbitreſs of Europe, the 
ſeat of virtue, piety, honour, and truth, the pride 
and envy of the world, ſo contemptuouſly treated. 
But as I was not in a condition to reſent injuries, 
fo upon mature thoughts | began to doubt whether 
I was injured or no, For, after having been accuſ- 
tomed ſeyeral months to the fight and converſe of 
this people, and obſerved every object upon which 
I caſt mine eyes to be of proportionable magnitude, 
the horror I had at firſt conceived from their bulk 
and aſpect, was ſo far worn off, that if I bad then 
beheld a company of Engliſh lords and ladies in 
their finery, and birth-day cloaths, acting their ſe- 
veral parts ia the moſt courily manner of ſtrutting, 
and bowing, and prating ; to ſay the truth, I ſhould 
have been ſtrongly tempted to laugh as much at 
them, as the King and his grandees did at me, Nei- 
ther indeed could I forbear ſmiling at myſelf, when 
the Queea uſed to place me upon her hand towards 
a looking glaſs, by which both our perſons appear» 
ed before me in full view together and there could 
nothing be more ridiculous than the compariſon : 
ſo that | really began to imagine myſelf dwindled 
many degrees below my uſual ſize. | 
Nothing angered and mortified me ſo much, as 
the Queen's dwarf, who, being of the loweſt ſta- 
ture that was ever in that country, (for I verily 
think he was not full thirty feet high.) became fo 
inſolent at ſeeing a creature ſo much beneath him, 
tnat 
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that he would always affect to ſwagger, and look big 
as he paſſed by me in the Queen's anti-chamber, 
while I was ſtanding on ſome table talking with the 


lords or ladies of the court, and he ſeldom failed of 


a ſmart word or two upon my littleneſs; againſt 
which I could only revenge myſelf by calling him 
brother, pay” 4, þ him to wreſtle, and ſuch re- 
partees as are uſual in the mouths of court-pages, 
One day, at dinner, this malicious little cub was fo 
netiled with ſomething I had ſaid to him, that, raiſ- 
ing himſelf upon the frame of her Majeſty?s chair, 
he took me up by the middle, as I was fitting down, 
not.thing any harm, and let me drop into a large 
filver bowl of cream, and then ran away as faſt as 
he could, I fell over head and ears, and, if I had 
not been a good ſwimmer, it might have gone very 
hard with me; for Glumdalclitch, in that inſtant, 
happened to be at the other end of the room, and 
the Queen was in (ſuch a fright, that ſhe wanted 
preſence of mind to aſſiſt me, But my little nurſe 
ran to my relicf, and took me out, after I had ſwal- 
lowed above a quart of cream. I was put to bed; 
however, I received no other damage than the loſs 
of a ſuit of clothes, which was utterly ſpoiled The 
dwarf was ſoundly whipped, and, as a farther pu- 
niſhment, torced to drink up the bowl of cream, 
into which he had thrown me; neither was he ever 
reſtored to favour : for ſoon after the Queen be- 
ſtowed him on a lady of high quality, ſo that I ſaw 
him no more, to my very great ſatisfaction; for I 
could not tell to what extremity ſuch a malicious 
urchin might have carried his reſentment, 

He had before ſerved me a ſcurvy trick, which 
ſet the Queen a- laughing, although at the ſame time 
ſhe was heartily vexed, and would have immediate- 
ly caſhiered him, if I had not been ſo generous as 
to imtercede, Her Majeſty had taken a marrow- 
bone upon her plate, and, after knocking out the 


marrow, placed the bone again in the diſh erect, as 
it 


** 
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it ſtood before; the dwarf watching his opportuni- 
7, while Glumdalclitch was gone to the fide board, 
mounted the ſtool that the ſtood on to take care of 
me at meals, took me up in both hands, and ſqueez- 
ing my legs together, wedged them into the mar- 
row bone above my waiſt, where I ſtuck for ſome 
time, and made a very ridiculous figure. 1 believe 
it was near a minute before any one knew what was 
become of me; for I thought it below me to cry 
out But, as princes ſeldom get their meat hot, 
my legs were not ſcalded, only my ſtockings and 
dreeches in a fad condition. The dwarf, at my en- 
treaty, had no other puniſhment. than a ſound | 
whipping. 

I was frequently rallied by the Qieen upon ac- 
count of my fearfulneſs; and ſhe uſed to atk me, 
whether the people of my country were as great 
cowards. as mylelt? The occation was this: the 
kingdom is much peſtered with flies in ſummer, 
and theſe odious inſ-Cts, each of them as big as a 
Dunſtable laik, hardiy gave me any reſt while I far 
at dinner, with their continual humming and buz- 
"Zing about mine ears, They would ſometimes alight 
upon my victuals,. and leave their Joathſome excre- 
ment or ſpawn behind, which to me was very vifi- 
ble, though not to the natives of that country, 
whoſe large optics were not ſo acute as mine in 
viewing ſmaller objects. Sometimes they would fix 
upon my noſe or forch-ad, where they ſtung me to 
the quick, ſmelling very effenſively; aad 1 could 
eaſily trace that viſcous matter, which, our natura- 
lifls tell us, enables thoſe creatures to walk with their 
feet upwards upon a cieling. I had much ado to 
defend myſelf againſt theſe deteſtable animals, and 
could not forbear ſharting when they came on my 
face. It was the common practice of the dwarf to 
catch a number of theſe inſets in his hand, as 
ſchool-boys do among us, and let them out fudden- 
ly under wy noſe, on purpoſe to frighten me, and | 

| divert 
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divert the Queen, My remedy was to cut them ia 
pieces with my knife, as they flew in the air, where- 
in my dexterity was much admired, | 

I remember, one morning, when Glumdalclitch 
had ſer me in my box upon a window, as ſhe uſually: 
did in fair days, to give me air (for I durſt not ven- 
ture to let the box be hung on a nail out of the wins, 
dow, as we do with cages in England,) after I had 
lifted up one of my ſaſhes, and ſat down at my ta- 
blg to eat a piece of ſweet cake for my breakfaſt, 
above twenty waſps, allured by the ſmell, came fly- 
ing into the room, humming louder than the drones 
of as many bag pipes. Some of them ſeized my 
cake, and carried it piece-meal away; others flew. 


about my head and face, confounding me with the 


noiſe, and putting me in the utmoſt terror of their 
ſtings, However, I had the courage to riſe and 
draw my hanger, and attack them in the air. I 


| diſpatched four of them, but the reſt got away, 


and I preſently ſhut my window, Theſe inſects 
were as large as partridges ; I took out their ſtings, 
found them an inch and an half long, and as ſharp 
as needles, I carefully preferved them all, and, 
having ſince ſhewn them with ſome other curioſities 
in ſeveral parts of Europe, upon my return to Eng- 
land, I gave three of them to Greſham College, and 
kept the fourth for myſelf, 


F 


CHAP. IV. 


The country deſcribed. A. propoſal for cor recting mo- 
dern maps, The King's palace, and ſome account of 
the metropolis, The author's way of travelling. 7 
chief temple deſcribed... 3 


NOW intend. to give the reader a ſhort deſcrip- 
tion of this country, as far as I travelled in it, 
we! | | which 
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which was not above two thouſand miles round 
Eorbrulgrud, the metropolis. For the Queen, 
whom I always attended never went farther when 
ſhe accompanied the King in his progreſſes, and 
there ſtaid till his Majeſty returned from viewing 
his frontiers. The whole extent of this prince's do- 
minions reacheth about ſix thouſand miles in length, 


and from three to five in breadth. From whence 


F cannot but conclude, that our geographers of 
Europe are in a great error, by ſuppoſing nothing 
but fea between Japan and California; for it was 


ever my opinion, that there muſt be a balance of 


earth to counterpoiſe the great continent of Tarta- 
ry; and therefore they ought to correct their maps 
and charts, by joining this vaſt tract of land to the 
north-weſt parts of America, wherein I ſhall be 
ready to lend them my aſſiſtance. a 
The kingdom is a peninſula, terminated. to the 
north-eaſt by a ridge of mountains, thirty miles 
high, which are altogether impaſſable, by reaſon of 
the volcanoes upon the tops: neither do the moſt | 
learned know what fort of mortals inhabit beyond 
thoſe mountains, or whether they be inhabired at 
all. On the three other ſides it is bounded by the 
ocean There is not one ſea- port in the whole King- 
dom, and thoſe parts of the coaſts into which the 
_ rivers iſſue, are ſo full of pointed rocks, and the ſea 
generally ſo rough, that there is no venturing: with 
the ſmalleſt of iel boats; ſo that theſe people are 
wholly excluded from any commeree with the reſt. 
of the world, But the large rivers are full of veſſels, 
and abound with excellent fiſh, for they ſeldom get 
any from the ſea, becauſe the ſea-fiſh are of the 
ſame fize with thoſe in Europe, and conſequently. 
not worth catching ;- whereby it is manifeſt, that 
nature, in the production of plants and animals of 
ſo extraordinary a bulk, is wholly confined to this 
continent, of which I leave the reaſons to be de- 
termined'by philoſophers, However, now and —— 
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they take a whale, that happens to be daſhed. againſt 
the rocks, which the common people feed, on hear- 
tily, Theſe whales I have known ſo large, that a 
man could hardly carry one upon his ſhoulders; 
and ſometimes for curioluy they are brought in 


hampers to Lorbrulgrud: 1 ſaw one of them in a 


diſh at the King's table, which paſſed for a rarity, 


| but I did not obſerve he was fond of it; for I think 


indeed the bigneſs diſguſted him, although I have 
ſcen one ſomewhat larger in Greenlaud. 3 
The country is well inhabited, for-it contains fif- 


ty - one citics, near an hundred walled-towns, and a 


great number of villages. To ſatisfy my curious 
reader, it may be ſufficient to deſcribe Lorbrulgrud. 
This city ſtands upon almoſt two equal paris on 
each fide the river that paſſes through. It contains 
above cighty thouſand houſes, and about fix hund- 
red thouſand inhabitants, Ir is in length three 


glomglungs, (which make about fifry-four Engliſh 
| miles,) and two and a half in breadth, as I meaſur- 


ed it myſelf in the royal-map made by the King's 
order, which was laid on the ground on purpoſe 
for me, and extended an hundred feet; 1 paced | 
the diameter and circumference ſeveral times bare 
foot, and, computing by the ſcale, meaſured it 

pretty exactly, kf 
The King's palace is no regular edifice, but an 
heap of building about ſeven miles round: the chief 
rooms are generally two hundred and forty feet 
high, and broad and long in proportion. A coach 
was allowed to Glumdalclitch and me, wherein her 
governeſs frequently took her out to ſce the town, 
or go among the ſhops; and I was always of the 
party, carried in my box; although the girl, at my 
own deſire, would often take me out, and hold me 
in her hand, that I might more conveniently view 
the houſes and the people, as we paſſed along the 
ſtreets. | reckoned our coach to be about the ſquare 
of W:ſ{tminſter-hall, but not altogether ſo high: 
however, 
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however, I cannot be very exact. One day the go- 


verneſs ordered our coachman to ſtop at ſeveral | 
ſhops, where the beggars, watching their opportu - 


nity, crowded to the fides of the coach, and gave 
me the moſt horrible ſpectacles that ever an Euro- 


pean eye beheld. There was a woman with a can- | 


cer in her beaſt, ſwelled to a monſtrous fize, full 
of holes, in two or three of which 1 could have ea- 


fily crept, and covered my whole body. There was 
a fellow with a wen in his neck larger than five | 
wool-packs,' and another with a couple of wooden 
legs, each about twenty feet high. But the moſt RF 
\ hateful ſight. of all was the lice crawling on their 
cloaths. I could fee diſtinctly the limbs of theſe | 


ivermin with my naked eye, much better than thoſe 
of an European louſe through a microſcope, and 
their ſnouts with which they routed like ſwine, 
They were the firſt I had ever beheld, and I ſhould 
have been curious enough to diſſect one of them, if 
J had had proper inſtruments, (which I unluckily 
left behind me in the ſhip,) although indeed the 
fight was ſo nauſeoue, that it perfectly turned my 
ſtomach. 

Beſide the large box in which I was uſually car- 
ried, the Queen ordered a {maller one to be made 
for me of about twelve feet ſquare, and ten high, 
for the convenience of travelling, becauſe the other 


was ſomewhat too large for Glumdalclitch's lap, and | 


cumberſome in the coach : It was made by the ſame 


artiſt, whom IT directed in the whole contrivance. | 


This travelling cloſet was an exact ſquare, with a 


window in the middle of three of the ſquares, and | 


each window was latticed with iron- wire on the out- 
fide, to prevent accidents in long journeys. On the 
fourth ſide, which had no window, two ſtrong ſta- 
ples were fixed,” through which the perſon that 
carried me, when I had a mind to be on horſeback, 
put a leathern belt, and buckled it about his waiſt, 
This was always the office of ſome crave truſty ſer- 
e vant 
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vant in whom I could confide, whether I attended 
the King and Queen in their progreſſes, or were 
diſpoſed to ſee the gardens, or pay a viſit to ſome 

reat lady or miniſter of ſtate in the court, when 
Glumdalclitch happened to be out of order :; for I 
ſoon began to be known and eſtcemed among the 
greateſt officers, I ſuppoſe more upon account of 
their Majeſties favour than any merit of my own. 
In journies, when I was weary of the coach, a ſer- 


*X vant on horſeback would buckle on my box, and 


place it upon a cuſhion before him ; and there I had 


| = full proſpect of the country an three files from 


my three windows. I had in this cloſet a field-bed, 
and a hammock hung from the cieling, two chairs 
and a table, neatly ſcrewed to the floor, to prevent 
being toſſed about by the agitation of the horſe or 
the coach. And having been long uſed to ſea-voy- 
ages, thoſe motions, although ſometimes very vio- 
lent, did not much diſcompoſe me. | ; 

Whenever I had a mind to ſee the town, it was 
always in my travelling-cloſet, which Glumdalclitch 
held in her lap in a kind of open ſedan, after the 
faſhion of the country, borne by four men, and 


attended by two others in the Queen's livery. The 


people, who had often heard of me, were very cu- 
rious to crowd about the ſedan, and the girl was 
complaiſant enough to make the bearers ſtop, and 
to take me in her band, that I might be more con- 
veniently ſeen, | ; . 

I was very deſirous to fee the chief temple, and 
particularly the tower belonging to it, which is rec- 
koned the higheſt in the kingdom. Accordingly 
one day my nurſe carried me thither, but I may 
truly ſay I came back diſappointed ; for the height 
is not above three thouſand feet, reckoning from 
the ground to the higheſt pinnacle top; which, 
allowing for the difference between the fize of thoſe 
people and us in Europe, is no great matter for ad- 
miration, not at all qual in proportion ( rightly 

Vol. V. D remember,) 
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remember,) to Saliſbury ſteeple; But, not to-detract | 
from a nation to which, 'during:my/ life, I (hall ac - 
knowledge myſelf extremely obliged, it muſt be al- 
lowed, that whatever this famous tower wants in 
height is amply made up in beauty and ſtrength. 
For the walls are near an hundred feet thick, built 
of hen ſtone, whereof each is about forty feet 
fquare, and adorned on all ſides with ſtatues of gods 
and emperors, cut in marble larger than the life, 
placed in their ſeveral niches. I meaſured a little 
Hoger which had fallen don from one of theſe ſta- 
tues, and lay unperceived among ſome rubbiſh, and 
found it exactly four feet and an inch in length. 
Glumdalelitch wrapped it up in her handkerchief; 
and carried it home in her pocket to keep among 
other trinkets, of which the girl was very fond, as 
children at her age uſually are. f 8 
The King's kitchen is indeed a noble building, 
vaulted at top, and about fix hundred feet high. 
The great oven is not ſo wide by ten paces as the 
cupola at St. Paul's; for I meaſured the latter on 
purpoſe after my-return. But, if I ſhould deſcribe 
the kitchen-grate, the prodigious pots and kettles, 
the joints of meat turning on the ſpits; with many 
other particulars, perhaps I ſhould be hardly be · 
| Heved; at leaſt a ſevere critic would be apt to think 
I enlarged a little, as travellers are often ſuſpected 
to do. To avoid which cenſure, I fear I have run 
too much into the other extreme ; and that if this 
treatiſe ſnould happen to be tranſlated into tha lan- 
guage of Brobdingnag, (which is the general name 
of that kingdom, ) and tranſmitted thither, the Kfng 
and his people would have reaſon to complain, that 
I had done them an injury by a falſe and diminu- 
nutive repreſentation. 
His Majeſty ſeldom keeps above ſix hundred 
horſes in his ſtables: they are generally from fifty - 
four to fixty feet high. But, when he goes abroad 
on ſolemn days, he is attended for ſtate by a _ 
1 ö a gua 
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guard of five hundred horſe, which indeed I thought 
was the moſt ſplendid fight that could be ever be- 
held, till I ſaw part of his army in battalia, whereof 


I ſhall find another occaſion to ſpeak. 
2 —.— . 
Several adventures that to the author,” The 


execution of a criminal. "The author ſhows his Mill 
in navigation. % 320 Ve 


 $HOULP'have lived happy enough in that coun- 
try, if my littleneſs had not-expoſed me to feve- 
ral ridiculous and troubleſome accidents : ſome of 
which I ſhall venture to relate. Glumdalclitch of- 
ten carried me into the gardens of the court in my 
ſmaller box, and would ſometimes take me out of 
it, or hold me in her hand, or ſet me down to walk. 
J remember, before the dwarf left the Queen, he 
followed us one day into thofe gardens, and my 
nurſe having ſet me down, he and I being cloſe to- 
gether, near fome dwarf apple - trees, I muſt need 
mew my wit by a filly alluſion between him and the 
trees, which happens to hold in their language, as 
it doth in ours. Whereupon, the malicious rogue 
watching his opportunity, when I was walking under 
one of them, ſhook it directly over my head, by 
which a dozen apples, each of them near as large 
as a Briſtol barrel, came tumbling about my cars; 
one of them hit me on the back as I chanced to 


ſtoop, and knocked me down flat on my face ; but 


received no other hurt, and the dwarf was par- 
doned at my deſire, becauſe I had given the provo - 
cation, 

Another day Glumdalclitch left me on a ſmooth 
graſs- plot to divert myſelf, while ſhe walked at ſome 
D 2 diſtance 
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diſtance with her governeſs. In the mean time there 
ſuddenly fell ſuch a violent ſhower of .hail, that 1 
was immediately by the force of it ſtruck to the 
ground : and. when I was down, the hail-ſtones 
gave me ſuch cruel bangs all over the body, as if I 
had been pelted with tennis-balls ; however, I made 
{bift-to creep on all four, and ſhelter myſelf by ly- 
ing flat on my face on the lee-ſide of a border of 
lemon-thyme, but ſo bruiſed from head to foot, 
that I could not go abroad in ten days. Neither is 
this at all to be wondered at, becauſe nature in 
that country obſerving the fame proportion through 
all her operations, a hail-ſtone is near eighteen hun- 
dred times as large as one in Europe, which I can 
afſert upon experience, having been ſo curious as to 
weigh and meaſure them, | | 
But a more dangerous accident happened to me 
in the ſame garden, when my little nurſe believing 
ſhe had put me in a ſecure place, which I often in- 
treated her to do, that I might enjoy my own 
thoughts, and having left my box at home to avoid 
the trouble of carrying it, went to another part of 
the garden with her governeſs, and ſome ladies of 
her aquaintance. While ſhe was abſent, and out 
of hearing, a ſmall white ſpaniel belonging to one 
of the chiet gardeners, having got by accident into 
the garden, happened to range near the place where 
I lay: the dog, following the ſcent, came directly 
up, and, taking me in his mouth, ran ſtrait to his 
maſter, wagging his tail, and ſet me gently on the 
ground. By good fortune he had been ſo well 
taught, that I was carried between his teeth without 
the leaſt hurt, or even tearing my cloaths. But the 
poor gardener, who knew me well, and had a great 
kindneſs for me, was in a terrible fright : he gent- 
ly took me up in both his hands, and aſked me how 
did; but I was fo amazed and out of breath, that 
I could not ſpeak a word. In a few minutes 1 came 
to myſelf, and he carried me ſafe to my little * 
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who by this time had returned to the place where- 
ſhe left me, and was in cruel agonies when I did 
not appear, nor anſwer when ſhe called: She ſe- 
verely reprimanded the gardener on account of his- 
dog. But the thing was huſhed up, and never 
known at court; for the girl was afraid of the 
Queen's anger, and truly, as to myſelf, I thought 
it would not be for my reputation that ſuch a ſtory 
ſbould go about. | 1 
This accident abſolutely determined Glumdal- 
clitch never to truſt me abroad for the future out of. 
her fight. I had been long afraid of this refolution,. 
and therefore concealed from her ſome little un- 
lucky adventures, that happened in thoſe times when 
I was left by myſelf. Once a kite, hovering over 
the garden, made a ſtoop at me, and, if I had not 
reſolutely drawn my hanger, and run under a thick. 
eſpalier, he would have certainly carried me away 
in his talons. Another time, walking to the top of: 
a freſh mole-hill, 1 fell to my neck in the hole, thro” 
which that animal had caſt up the earth, and coig- 
ed ſome lye, not worth remembering; to excuſe my-- 
ſelf for ſpoiling my eloaths. I likewite broke my 
right ſhio againſt the ſhell of a ſnail, which I hap- 
pened to ſtumble over, as I was walking alone, and 
thinking on poor England, | 
I cannot tell, whether I were more pleaſed or 
mortified to obſerve, in thoſe ſolitary walks, that 
the ſmaller birds did not appear to be at all afraid 
of me, but would hop about within a yard's diſtance, . 
looking for worms and other food, with as much 
indifference and ſecurity, as if no creature at all 
were near them. I remember, a thruſh had the 
confidence to ſnatch out of my hand, with his bild, 
a piece of cake that Glumdalclitch had juſt given 
me for my breakfaſt, When I attempted to catch 
any of theſe birds, they would boldly turn againſt 
me, endeavouring to pick my fingers, which I durſt 
not venture within their reach; and then they would 
PD 3 hop 
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hop back unconcerned to hunt for worms or ſnails, 
as they did before. But one day I took a thick cud- 
gel, and threw it with all my ſtrength ſo luckily at 
a linnet, that I knocked him down, and, ſeizing 
him by the neck with both my hands, ran with him 
ja triumph to my nurſe However the bird, who 
had only been ſtunned, recovering himſelf, gave 
me ſo many boxes with his wings on both ſides of 
my head and body, though I held him at arms 
length, and was out of the reach of his claws, that 
I was twenty times thinking to let him go. But J 
was ſnon. relieved by one of our ſervants, who 
wrung off the bird's neck, and I had him next day 
for dinner by the Queen's command. This linnet, 
as near as I can remember, ſeemed to be ſomewhat 
larger than an England ſwan. | 
The maids of honour often invited Glumdalclitch 
to their apartments, and deſired ſhe would bring 
me along with her, on purp-»fe to have the pleaſure 
of ſeeing and touching me. They wou'd often ſtrip 
me naked from top to toe, and lay me at full length 
in their boſoms, wherewith I was much diſguſted ; 
becauſe, to ſay the truth, a very offenſive ſmell came 
from their ſkins; which I do not mention, or in- 
tend, to the diſadvantage of thoſe excellent ladies, 
for whom I have all manner of reſpect ; but I con- 
ceive that my ſenſe was more acute, in proportion 
to my littleneſs, and that thoſe illuſtrious perſons 
were no more diſagreeable to their lovers, or to each 
other, than people of the ſame quality are with us 
in England. And, after all, I found their natural 
ſmell was much more ſupportable than when they 
uſed perfumes, under which I immediately ſwooned 
away. I cannot forget, that an intimate friend of 
mine in Lilliput took the freedom in a warm day, 
when I had uſed. a good deal of exerciſe, to com- 
lain of a ſtrong ſmell about me, although I am as 
ittle faulty that way, as molt of my ſex: but I ſup- 


Poſe his faculty of ſmelling was as nice with regard 
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to me, as mine was to that of this people, Upon 
this poiat, I cannot forbear doing juſtice to the 
Queen my miſtreſs, and Glumdalclitch my nurſe, 
whoſe perſons were as ſweet as thoſe of any lady in 
England. | | 
That which gave me moſt uneaſineſs among theſe 
maids of honour, (when my nurſe carried me to 
them, ) was to ſee them uſe me without any manner 
of ceremony, like a creature who had no ſort of 
conſequence : for they would ſtrip themſelves to 
the ſkin, and put on their ſmocks in my preſence, 
while I was placed on their toilet, directly before 
their naked bodies, which I am ſure to me was very 
far from being a tempting fight, or from giving me 
any other emotions than thoſe of horror and diſ- 
guſt, Their {kins appeared fo coarſe and uneven, 
io variouſly coloured, when I ſaw them near, with 
a mole here and there as broad as a trencher, and 
hairs hanging from it thicker than pack threads, to 
ſay nothing Farther concerning the reſt of their 
perſons, Neither did they at all ſcruple, while I 
was by, to diſcharge what they had drank, to the 
quantity of at leaſt two-hogſheads in a veſſel that 
held- above three tuns.. The handſomeſt among 
thoſe maids of honour, a pleaſant frolickſome girl 
of ſixteen, would ſometimes ſet me aſtride upon 
one of her nipple, with many other tricks, where- 
in the reader will excuſe me for not being over par- 
ticular. But I was fo much diſpleaſed, that I in- 
treated Glumdalclitch to contrive ſome excuſe for 
not ſeeing that young lady any more, | . 
One day a young gentleman, who was nephew to 
my nurſe's governeſs, came and prefſed them both 
to ſee an execution. It was of a man who had mur- 
dered one of that gentleman's intimate acquaint» 
ance, Glumdalclitch was prevailed on to be of the 
company, very much againſt her. inclinatjon, for 
e was naturally tender-bearted: and as for my- 


ſelf, although I abhorred ſuch kind of ſpectacles, 
yet 
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2 my curioſity tempted me to ſee ſomething, that 
thought muſt be extraordinary. The malefactor 
was fixed in a chair upon a ſcaffold erected for that 
purpoſe, and his head cut off at one blow with a 
ſword of about forty feet long. The veins and ar- 
teries ſpouted up ſuch a prodigious quantity of 
blood, and ſo high in the air, that the great Jet 
eau at Verſailles was not equal for the time it laſts 
ed; and the head, when it fell on the ſcaffold floor, 
gave ſuch a bounce as made me ſtart, alihough I 
were at leaſt half an Engliſh mile diftant, 

The Queen, who often vſcd to hear me talk of 
my ſea-voyages, and took all occaſions to divert me 
when I was melancholy, aſked me whether I un- 
derſtood how to handle a fail or an oar, and whe-- 
ther a little exerciſe of rowing might not be conve- 
nient for my health : I anſwered, that I underſtood. 
both very well: for although my proper employ- 
meat had been to be ſurgeon or doctor to the ſhip, 
yet often upon a pinch I was forced to work like a 
common mariner. But I could not ſee how this 
could be done in their country, where the ſmalleſt 
wherry was equal to a firſt-rate man of war among 
us, and ſuch a boat as I could manage would. never 
live in any of their rivers. . Her Majeſty ſaid, if I 
would contrive a boat, her own joiner ſhould make 
it, and ſhe would provide a place for me to fail in. 
The fellow was an ingenious workman, and by my 
inſtructions in ten days finiſhed a pleaſure boat, 
with all its tackling, able conveniently to hold eight 
Europeans. When it was finiſhed, the Queen was 
fo delighted, that ſhe ran with it in her lap to the 
King, who ordered it to be put in a ciſtern full of 
water with me in it by way of trial; where I could 
not manage my two ſculls, or little oars, for want 
of room. But the Queen had before contrived an · 
other project. She ordered the joiner to make a 
wooden trough of three hundred feet long, ery 
broad, and eight deep; which being well pitc 
"i to 
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to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor along 
the wall in an outer room of the palace. It had a 
cock near the bottom to let out the water, when it 
began to grow ſtale; and two ſervants could eaſily 


fill it in half an hour. Here I often uſed to row 


for my own diverſion, as well as that of the Queen 
and her ladies, who thought themſelves well enter- 
tained with my ſkill and agility. Sometimes I would 
put up my fail, and then my buſineſs was only to 


_ ſteer, while the ladies gave me a gale with their fans; 


and when they were weary, ſome of the pages would 
blow my fail forward with their breath, while I ſhewed 
my art by ſteering ſtarboard or larboard, as I pleaſed. 
Whenl had done, Glumdalclitch always carried back 


my boat into her cloſet, and hung it on a nail to dry. 


In this exerciſe I once met an accident, which 
had like to have coſt me my life : for one of the 
pages having put my boat into the trough, the go- 
verneſs, who attended Glumdalclitch, very, offici- 
ouſly lifted me up to place me in the boat, but I 
happened to flip through her fingers, and ſhould 
infallibly have fallen down forty feet upon the floor, 
if, by the luckieſt chance. in the world, 1 had not 
been ſtopped. by a corking-pin that ſtuck in the 
good gentlewoman's ſtomacher ; the head of the 
pin paſſed between my ſhirt. and the. waiſtband of 
my breeches, and thus I was held by the middle in 
the air, till Glumdalclitch ran to my relief. 

Another time, one of the ſervants, whoſe office 


it was to fill my trough every third day with freſh 


water, was ſo careleſs to let a huge frog (not per- 
ceiving it) ſlip out of his pail. The frog lay conceal» 
ed till I was put into my boat,, but then, ſceing a 
reſting-place, climbed up, and made it lean fo much 
on one fide, that I was forced to balance it with all 
my weight on the other to prevent overturning, 
When the frog was got in, it hopped at once half 
the length of the boat, and then over my head, 
backwards and forwards, daubing my tace and 

| clothes 
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clothes with its odious ſlime. The largeneſs of its 
features made it appear the moſt deformed animal 
that can be conceived However, I defired Glum- 
dalclitch to let me deal with-it alone, 1 banged ir 
a good white with one of my ſculls, and at laſt for- 
eed it to leap out of the boat. 

hut the greateft danger I ever underwent in that 
kingdom, was from a monkey, who belonged to 
one of the-clerks-of the kitchen. Glumdalchech nad- 
locked me up in her cloſet, while ſhe went ſome- 
where upon bufinels, or a viſit. The weather being 
very warm, the cloſet-window was left open, as well 
as the windows and the door of my bigger box, in 
which I uſually lived, becauſe of its largeneſs and 
conveniency. As I ſat quietly meditating at my ta- 


ble, I heard ſomething bounce in at the clofet-win- 


dow, and ſkip about from one ſide to the other: 
whereat although I were much alarmed, yet I ven- 
tured ro look out, but not ſtirring from my ſeat; 
and then I ſaw this frolickfome animal friſking and 
leaping up and down, till at laſt he came to my 
box, which he ſeemed to view with great pleaſure 
and curioſity, peeping in at the door and every win- 
dow. I retreated to the farther corner of my room, 
or box, but the monkey looking in at every fide 

t me into ſuch a fright, that I wanted preſence 
of mind to conceal myſelf under the bed, as I might 
eaſily have done. After ſome time ſpent in peeping, 
e er, chattering, he at laſt eſpied me, and 

aching one of his paws in at the door, as a cat 
does when ſhe plays with a mouſe, although I of- 
ten ſhifted place to avoid him, he at length ſeized 
the lappet of my coat, (which, being made of that 


country ſilk, was very thick and ſtrong,) and drag- 


ged me out. He took me up in his right fore - foot, 


and held me as a nurſe does a child ſne is going to 


ſuckle, juſt as T have ſeen the ſame ſort of creature 
do with a kitten in Europe; and, when I offered 
to ſtruggle, he ſqueezed me ſo hard, that I thought: 
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it more prudent to ſubmit. I have good reaſon to 
believe, that he took me for a young one of his own 
ſpecies, by his often ſtroaking my face very gently with 
his other paw. In theſe diverſions he was interrupted. 
by a noiſe at the cloſet- door, as it ſomebody were 
opening it; whereupon he ſuddenly leaped. up to 
the window, at which he had come in, and thence 
upon the leads and gutters, walking upon three legs, 
and holding me in the fourth, till he clambered up 
to a roof that was next to ours. I heard Glumdals 
elitch-give a ſhreek at the moment he was carrying 


me out. The poor girl was almoft diſtracted : that 


quarter of the palace was all in an uproar; the fer- 
vants ran for ladders ; the monkey was ſeen by hun- 
dreds in the court, ſitting upon the ridge of a build» 
ing, holding me like a baby in one of his forepaws, 


and feeding me with the other, by cramming into 


my mouth ſome. victuals he had ſqueezed out of the 
bag on one ſide of his chaps, and patting me when 
I would not eat; whereat many of the rabble be- 
low could not forbear laughing; neither do I think 


they juiily ought to be blamed, for without queſtion 


the ſight was ridiculous enough to .every body but 
myſelf. Some of the people threw up ſtones, hop» 
ing to drive the monkey down ; but this was ſtrict- 
ly forbidden,-or elle very probably my brains had 
been daſhed out. 

The ladders were now applied, and mounted by 
feveral men, which the monkey obſerving, and 
finding himſelf almoſt incompaſſed; not being able 
to make ſpeed enough with his three .legs, let me 
drop on a ridge-tyle, and made his eſcape. Here 1 
fat for ſome time, five hundred yards from the 
ground, expecting every moment to be blown down 
by the wind, or to fall by my own giddineſs, and 
come tumbling over and over from the ridge to the 
eves: but an honeſt lad, one of my nurſe's footmen, 
climbed up, and putting me into his breeches-poc- 
ket brought me down fafe. | , 
| : was 
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I was almoſt choaked with the filthy ſtuff the 
monkey had crammed down my throat; but my 
dear little nurſe picked it out of my mouth with a 
ſmall needle, and then I fell a-vomiting, which 
gave me great relief, Yet I was fo weak, and bruiſ- 
ed in the ſides with the ſqueezes given me by this 
odious animal, that I was forced to keep my bed a 
fortnight. The King, Queen, and all the court, 
ſent every day to enquire after my health, and her 
Majeſty made me ſeveral viſits during my ſickneſs. 
The monkey was killed, and an order made that 
no ſuch animal ſhould be kept about the palace. 

When U attended the King after my recovery to 
return him thanks for his favours, he was pleaſed 
to rally me a good deal upon this adventure. He 
aſked me, what my thoughts and ſpeculations were 
while T lay in the monkey's paw ; how | liked the 
victuals he gave me; his manner of feeding; and 
whether the freſh air on the roof had ſharpened 
my ſtomach. - He deſired to know, what I would 
Have done upon ſuch an occaſion in my own coun- 
try. I told his Majeſty, that in Europe we had no 
monkeys, except ſuch 'as were' brought for curioſi- 
ties from other places, and fo ſmall, that I could 
deal with a dozen of them together, if they preſum- 
ed to attack me. And as for that monſtrous animal 
with whom I was ſo lately engaged, (it was indeed 
as large as an elephant,) if my fears had ſuffered 
me to think ſo far as to make uſe of my hanger, 
(looking fiercely, and clapping my hand -upon the 
hilt, as I ſpoke,) when he poked his paw into my 
chamber, perhaps I ſhould have given him ſuch a 
wound, as would have made him glad to withdraw 
it with more haſte than he put it in. This I deli- 
vered in a firm tone, like a perſon who was jealous 
leſt his courage ſhould be called in queſtion. How- 
ever, my ſpeech produced nothing elſe beſides a 
loud laughter, which all the reſpect, due to his 
Majeſty from thoſe about him, could not make 


them 
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them contain. This made me reflect, how vain an 
attempt it is for a man to endeavour to do himſelf 
honour among thoſe, who are out of all degree of 
equality or compariſon with him. And yet I have 
ſeen the moral of my own behaviour very frequent 
in England ſince my return, where a little contemp- 
tible varlet, without the leaſt title to birth, perſon, 
wit, or common ſenſe, ſhall preſume to look with 
importance, and put himſelf upon a foot with the 
greateſt perſons of the kingdom. 

I was every day furniſhing the court with ſome 
ridiculous ſtory ; and Glumdalclitch, although ſlie 
loved me to exceſs, yet was arch enough to inform 
the Queen, whenever I committed any folly that 
ſhe thought would be diverting to her Majeſty. The 
girl, who had been out of order, was carried by 
her governeſs to take the air about an hour's diſ- 
taace, or thirty miles from town. They alighted 
out of the coach near a ſmall foot-path in a field, 
and, Glumdalclitch ſetting down my travelling-box, 
I went out of it to walk, There was a cow-dung 
in the path, and I muſt need try my activity by at - 
tempting to leap over it. I took a run, but unfor- 
tunately jumped ſhort, and found myſelf juſt in the 
middle up to my knees. I waded through with ſome 
difficulty, and one of the footmen wiped me as clean 
as he could with his Fandkerchief; for I was fiithi- 
ly bemired, and my nurſe confined me to my box, 
till we returned home; where the Queen was ſoon 
informed of what had paſſed, and the footmen 
ſpread it about the court; fo that all the mirth for 
ſome days was at my expenſe, g 
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Several c:mtrivances of the author to pleaſe the King 
and Queen. He. ſbeus his ſtill in muſic. The King 
inquires into the ſtate of England, which the aut har 

relates to him. The King's obſervations thereon. 


I USED to attend the King's levee once or twice 

a week, and had often ſeen him under the bar- 
ber's hand, which indeed was at firſt-very terrible 
to behold : for the razor was almoſt twice as long 
as an ordinary ſcythe. His Majeſty, according to 
the cuſtom of the country, was only ſhaved twice 
a-week.. I once prevailed on the barber to give me 
ſome of the ſuds or lather, out of which | picked 
forty or fifty of the ſtrongeſt ſtumps of hair, I then 
took a piece of fine wood, and cut it like the back 
of a comb, making ſeveral holes in it at equal diſ- 
tance with as ſmall a needle as I could get from 


In this chapter the author gives an account of the political fate 
of Europe, His obſervations are delivered with his uſual ſpirit of bu- 
meur and ſeverity, He appears moſt particularly affected with the 
proceedings of the courts of judicature, and complains of being almoſt 
ruined by à chancery- ſuit, which was determined in his favtur with 
cofts, Tt muſt be confeſſed, that inſtances of this kind are too frequent 
in our courts of juſtice; and they leave us no rocm to boaſt of the ex- 
ecution of our preſentlaws, however excellent the laws, in their own 
original foundation, may have been. Judgement, woben turned inte 
ewormwood, is bitter; but delays, as Lord Bacon obſerves, turn it in- 
to vinegar · It becomes ſharp and corrocing : and certainly it is more 
elgible to die immediately by the wound of an enemy, than to decay 
lipgering by poiſon, adminiſtered from a ſeeming friend. Orrery, 

The noble commentator is miſtaken as to his firſt obſervation ; for 
Gulliver has here given a policical account of no country but Eng- 
land. It is however a miſtake to which any commentator would 
have been liable, who had read little more than the titles or contents 
of the chapters, into which this work is divided; for the word Eu- 

+ hes, in ſome Engliſh, and all the Iriſh editions, been printed in 

e title of this chapter, inſlead of England, ; 

Glumdalclitch, 
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Glumdalclitch. I fixed in the ſtumps fo artificially, 
ſcraping and ſloping them with my knife towards 
the points, that I made a very tolerable comb; 
which was a ſeaſonable ſupply, my own being fo 
much broken in the teeth, that it was almoſt uſe- 
leſs: neither did I know-any artiſt in that country 
fo nice and exact, as would undertake to make me 
another. | 

And this puts me in mind of an amuſement, 
wherein I ſpent many of my leiſure- hours. I defir- 
ed the — — woman to ſave for me the combings 
of her Majeſty's hair, whereof in time I got a good 
quantity, and conſulting with my friend the cabi- 
net-maker, who had received general orders to do 
little jobs for me, Idireted him to make two chair- 
frames, no larger than thoſe I had in my box, aud 
then to bore little holes with a fine awl round thoſe 
parts where I deſigned the backs and feats; through 
theſe holes I wove the ſtrongeſt hairs T could pick 
out, juſt after the manner of cane-chairsin England. 
When they were finiſhed, I made a preſent of them 
to her Majeſty, who kept them in her cabinet, and 
uſed to ſhew them for curioſities, as indeed they 
were the wonder of every one that beheld. them. 
The Queen would have had me fit upon one of 
thoſe chairs, but I abſolutely refuſed to obey her, 
proteſting I- would rather die a thouſand deaths, 
than place a diſhonourable part of my body on thoſe 
precious hairs that once adorned her Majeſty's head. 
Ot cheſe hairs (as I had always a mechanical genius,) 
I likewiſe made a neat little purſe about five feet 
long, with her Majeſty's name decyphered in gold 
letters,” which I gave to Glumdalclitch by the 
Queen's conſent, To ſay the truth, it was more 
for ſhew than uſe, being not of ſtrength to bear the 
weight of the larger coins, and therefore ihe kept 
5 in it but ſome lictle toys that girls are fond 


The King, who delighted in muſic, had frequent 


E 2 concerts 


52 GULLIVER's TRAVELS. Part II. 


concerts at court, to which I was ſometimes carried, 
and ſet in my box on a table to hear them: but the 
noiſe was ſo great, that | could hardly diſtinguiſh 
the tunes. I am confident, that all the drums and 
trumpets of a royal army, beating and ſounding 


together juſt at your ears, could not equal it. My 


practice was to have my box removed from the place 
where the performers far, as far as I could, then to 
ſhut the doors and windows of it, and draw the 
window-curtains; after which I found their muſic 
not diſagreeable, : 

I had learned in my youth to play a little upon 
the ſpinet. Glumdalclitch kept one in her cham- 
ber, and a maſter attended twice a- week to teach 
her: I called it a ſpinet, becauſe it fomewhar re- 
ſembled that inſtrument, and was played upon in 
the ſame manuer. A fancy came into my head, 
that I would entertain the King and Queen with an 
Engliſh tune upon this inſtrument. But this ap- 
peared extremely difficult: for the ſpinet was near 
ſixty feet long, each key being almoſt a foot wide, 
ſo that with my arms extended I could not reach to 
above five keys, and to preſs them down required a 
good ſmart ſtroke with my fiſt, which would be too 


great a labour, and to no purpoſe, The method I 


contrived was this: I prepared two round ſticks 


about the bigneſs of common cudgels; they were 


thicker at one end than the other, and TI covered 
the thicker ends with a piece of mouſe's ſkin, that, 
by rapping on them, I might nenher damage the 
tops of the keys, nor interrupt the found, Before 
ihe ſpinet a bench was placed about four feet below 


the keys, and I was put upon the bench. I ran ſide- 
ling upon it that way and this, as faſt as I could, 


banging the proper keys with my two fticks, and 
made a ſhift to play a jig to the great ſatisfaction of 
both their Majeſties: but it was the moſt violent 
exerciſe 1 ever underwent, and yet I could not ſtrike 
above ſixteen keys, nor conſequently play the . 
an 
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and treble together, as other artiſts do; which was 

a great diſadvantage to my performance. | 
The' King, who, as I before obſerved, was a 
ince of excellent underſtanding, would frequent- 


| Jy order, that I ſhould be brought in my box, and 


ſet upon the table in his cloſet ; he would then 
command me to bring one of my chairs our of the 
box, and fit down within three yards diſtance upon 
the rop of the cabiner, which brought me almoſt to 
a level with his face, In this manner I had ſeveral 
converſations with him. I one day took the free- 
dom to tell his Majeſty, that the contempt he diſ- 


covered towards Europe, and the reſt of the world, 


did not ſeem anſwerable to thoſe- excellent qualities 


of mind that he was maſter of: that reaſon did not 
extend nſelf with the bulk of the body; on the 


contrary, we obſerved in our country, that the 


talleſt perſons were uſually leaſt provided with it: 


that, amoog other animals, bees and ants had the 
reputation of more induſtry, art, and fagacity, than 
many of the larger kinds; and that, as inconſider- 


able as he took me to be, I hoped I might live to 


do his Majeſty ſome ſignal ſervice. Ihe Kiag heard 
me with attention. and began to conceive a much 
better opinion of me than he had ever before, He 
defired I would give him as exact an account of the 
government of England, as I poflibly could; be- 
cauſe, as fond as princes commonly are of their 
own cuſtoms, (for ſo he conjectured of other mo- 
narchs by my former diſcourſes,) he ſhould be grad - 
to hear of any thing that might deſerve imitation. 
Imagine with thyſelf, courteous reader, how of- 
ten I then wiſhed for the tongue of Demoſthenes 
or Cicero, that might have enabled me to celebrate 
the praiſe of my own dear native country, in a ſtile 
equal to its merits and felicity. 
I began my diſcourſe by ip forming his Majeſty, 
that our dominions confiſted of two lands, which 
compoſed three mighty kingdoms under one ſove- 
| | F 3: reipn,. 
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reign, beſides our plantations in America. I dwelt 
long upon the fertility of our ſoil, and the tempe- 
rature of our climate. I then ſpoke at large upon 
the conſtitution of an Engliſh parliament, partly 
made up of an illuſtrious body called the Houſe of 
Peers, perſons of the nobleſt blood, and of the 
moſt ancient and ample patrimonies. | deſcribed 
thatextraordinary care always taken of their educa- 
tion in arts and arms, to qualify them for being 
counſellors both to the king and kingdom ; to have 
a ſhare in the legiſlature ; to be members of the 
higheſt court of jud:cature, from whence there 
could be no appeal ; and to be champions always 
ready for the defence of their prince and country, 
by their valour, conduct, and fidelity. That theſe 
were the ornament and bulwark of the kingdom, 
worthy followers of their moſt renowned anceſtors, 
whoſe honour had been the reward. of their virtue, 
from which their poſterity were never once known 
io degenerate. To theſe were joined ſeveral holy 
perſons as part of that aſſembly, under the title of 
biſhops, whoſe peculiar buſinels it is to take care of 
religion, and of thoſe who inſtruct the people 
therein, Theſe were ſearched and fought out 
through the whole nation, by the prince and his 
wiſeſt counſellors among ſuch of the prieſthood, as 
were moſt deſervedly diſtinguiſhed by the ſanctity 
of their lives, and the depth of their erudition, 
who were indeed the ſpiritual fathers of the clergy 
and the people. ot | 
That the other part of the parliament conſiſted 
of an aſſembly called the houſe of commons, who 
wire all principal gentlemen, freely picked and cull- 
ed out by the people themſclves, for their great a- 


bilities and love of their country, to repreſent the 


wiſdom of the whole nation. And that theſe two 
bodies made up the moſt auguſt aſſembly in Europe, 
to whom, in conjunction with the prince, the whole 
legiſlature js committed. | 5 
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I u then deſcended to the courts of juſtice, over 
which the judges, thoſe venerable ſages and inter- 
reters of the law, preſided for determining the 
diſputed rights and properties of men, as well as 
for the puniſhment of vice and protection of inno- 
cence, I mentioned the prudent management of 
our treaſury, the valour and atchievements of our 
forces by ſea and land. I computed the number of 
our people, by reckoning how many millions there 
might be of cach religious ſcct, or political party a- 
mong us. I did not omit even our ſports and 
paſtimes, or any other particular, which I thought 
might redound to the honour of my country, And 
1 finiſhed all with a brief hiſtorical account of af- 
fairs and events in England for about an hundred 
years paſt. 

This converſation was not ended under five au- 
diences, cach of ſeveral hours; and the king heard 
the whole with great attention, frequently taking 
notes of what I ſpoke, as well as memorandums of 
what queſtions he intended to aſk me, 

When I had put an end to theſe long diſcourſes, 
his Majeſty in a ſixth audience conſulting his notes, 
propoſed many doubts, queries, and obje & ons ur- 
on every article, He aſked what methods were uſed 
to cultivate the minds and bodies of our young no- 
bility, and in what kind of buſineſs they commonly 
ſpent the firſt and teachable part of their lives. 
What courſe was taken to ſupply that aflembly 
when any noble family became extinct. What qua- 
lifications were neceſſary in theſe who are to be 
created new lords: whether the humour of the 
prince, a ſum of money to a court · lady or a prime 
miniſter, or a deſign of ſtrengthening a party op- 
poſite to the public intereſt, ever happened to be 
motives in thoſe advancements, What ſhare of 
knowledge theſe lords had ia the laws of their coun- 
try, and how they came by it, ſo as to enable them 
to decide the properties of their fellow · ſubjects in 
| | the 
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the laſt reſort. Whether they were always ſo free 
from avarice, partialities, or want, that a bribe or 
ſome other finifter view could have no place among 
them, Whether thoſe holy lords I ſpoke of, were 
always promoted to that rank upon account of 
their knowledge in religious matters, and the ſanc- 


tity of their lives; had never been compliers with 


the times while they were common prieſts, or {l1- 
viſh proſtitute chaplains, to ſome nobleman, whoſe 
opinions they continued ſervilely to follow after 
they were admitted into that aſſembly, | 

He then defired to know, what arts were practi- 
ſed in electing thoſe whom I called commoners : 
whether a ſtranger with a ſtrong purſe might not 
influence the vulgar voters to chuſe him before 
their own landlord, or the molt conſiderable gen- 
tleman in the neighbourhood. How it came to pals, 
that people were fo violently bent upon getting into 
this aſſembly, which I allowed to be a great trou- 
ble and expence, often to the ruin of their families, 
without any falary or penfion; becauſe this appear- 
ed ſuch an exalted ſtrain of virtue and public ſpi- 
rit, that his Majeſty ſeemed to doubt it might poſ- 
ſibly not be always fincere : and he defired to know 
whether ſuch zealous gentlemen could have-any 
views of refundiog themſelves for the charges and 
trouble they were at, by ſacrificing the public good 
to the deſigus of a weak and vicious prince, in con- 
junction with a corrupted miniſtry. He multiplied 
his queſtions, and ſifted me thoroughly upon eve- 
ry part of this head, propoſing numberleſs enqui- 
ries and objections, which I think it not prudeot 
or convenient to repeat. 

Upon what 1 ſaid in relation to our courts of ju- 
Nice, his Majeſty deſired to be ſatisfied in ſeveral 
points: and this I was the better able to do, ha- 
ving been formerly almoſt ruined by a long ſuit in 
chancery, which was decreed for me with coſts. He 
aſked what time was uſually ſpeut in determining 
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between right and wrong, and what degree of ex- 
pence. Whether-advocates and orators had liber- 
iy to plead in cauſes manifeſtly known to be unjuſt, 
vexatious, or oppreſſive. Whether party in reli - 
gion or politics were obſerved to be of any weight 
in the ſcale of juſtice, Whether thoſe pleading ora- 
tors were perſons educated in the general knowledge 
of equity, or only in provincial, national, and o- 
ther local cuſtoms. Whether they or their judges 
had any part in penning thoſe laws, which they aſ- 
ſumed the liberty of interpreting and glofling upon 
at their pleaſure. Whether they had ever, at dif- 
ferent uimes, | pleaded for and againſt the ſame 
cauſe, and cited precedents to prove contrary opi- 
nions, Whether they were a rich or a poor cor- 
poration, Whether they received any pecuniary 


reward for pleading or delivering their opinions. 


And particularly, whether they were ever admitted 


as members in the lower ſenate, 
He fell next upon the management of our trea- 


fury; and faid, he thought my memory had fail- 
ed me, becauſe I computed our taxes at about five 


or ſix millions a-year, and when I came to mention 
the iſſues, he found they amounted to ſometimes 


more than double : for the notes he had taken 
were very particular in this point, becauſe he 
hoped, as he told me, that the knowiedge of our 
conduct might be uſeful to him, and he could not 
be deceived in his caleulations. But, if what I told 
him were true, he was till at a loſs how a king- 


dom could run out of its eſtate like a private per- 


fon. He aſked me, who were our creditors: and 
where we found money to pay them. He wonder- - 


ed to hear me talk of ſuch chargeable and expen- 


five wars; that certainly we muſt be a quarrelfome 
people, or live among very bad neighbours, and 
that our generals muſt needs be richer than our 
kings, He aſked what buſineſs. we had out of our 
own iſlands, unleſs upon the ſcore of trade or trea- 


ty, 
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ty, or to defend the coaſts with our fleet. Above 
all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary 
ſtanding army in the midſt of peace, and among a 
free people, He ſaid, if we were governed by our 
own conſent, in the perſons of our repreſentatives, 
he could not imagine of whom we were afraid, or 
againſt whom we were to fight; and would hear 
my opinion, whether a private man's houſe might 
not better be defended by himſclf, his children, 
and family, than by half a dozen raſcals, picked 
up at a venture in the ſtreet for {mall wages, who 
might get an hundred times more for cutting their 
throats. | | 

He laughed at my odd kind of arithmetic (as he 
was pleaſed to call it) in reckoning the numbers of 
our people by a computation drawn from the ſeveral 


ſets among us in religion and politics, He ſaid, 


he knew no reaſon why thoſe, who entertain opi- 


nions prejudicial to the public, ſhould be obliged to 


change, or fhould not be obliged to conceal them, 


And as it was tyranny in any government to require 
the firſt, ſo it was weakneſs not to inforce the ſe-- 


_ cond: for a man may be allowed to keep poiſons 
in his clofet, but not to vend them about for cor- 
dials, 

He obſerved, that among the diverſions of our 
nobility and gentry, I had mentioned gaming; he 
deſired to know at what age this entertainment was 
uſually taken up, and when it was laid down; how 
much of their time- it employed : whether it ever 
went ſo high as to affect their fortunes : whether 
mean vicious people, by their dexterity in chat art, 


might not arrive at great riches, and ſometimes keep 


our very nobles in dependence, as well as habituate 

them to' vile companions, wholly take them from 

the improvement of their minds, and force them 

by the loſſes they received, to learn and practiſe 
that in famous dexterity upon others. 

He was perfectly aſtoniſhed with the hiſtorical 
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account I gave him of our affairs ducing the laſt. 
century, proteſting it was only a beap of conſpira- 
cies, rebellions, murders, maſſacres, revolutions, 
baniſhments, the very worſt effects that avarice, 
f.ction, hypocriſy, perfidiouſneſs, cruelty, rage, 
madnefs, hatred, envy, luſt, malice, and ambition 
could produce. 

His Majeſty, in another audience, was at the 
pains to recapitulate the ſum of all I had ſpoken ; 


compared the queſtions he made, with the anſwers 


] had given ; then taking me into his hands, and 
ſttoaking me gently, delivered himſelf in theſe 
words, which I ſhall never forget, nor the manner 
he ſpoke them in: My little friend Grildrig, you 
have made a moſt admirable panegyric upon your 
country: you have clearly proved, that ignorance, 
idleneſs, and vice are the proper ingredients for 
qualifying a legiſlator ; that laws are beſt explained, 


interpreted, and applied by thoſe whoſe iatereſt and 


abilicies lie in perverting, confounding, and eluding 
them. I obſerve among you fome lines of an in- 
ſtitution, which, in its original might have been to- 
lerable, but theſe half eraſed, and the reſt wholly 
blurred and blotted by corruptions, It doth not 
appear from all you have ſaid, how any one per- 
fection is required toward the procurement of any. 
one ſtation among you; much leſs that men are eu- 
nobled on account of their virtue, that prieſts are 
advanced for their piety or learning, ſoldiers for 
their conduct or valour, judges, for their integrity, 
ſenators for the love of their country, or counſel- 
lors for their wiſdom, As for yourſelf, continued 
the King, who have ſpent the greateſt part of your 
life in travelling, I am well diſpoſed to hope you 
may hitherto have eſcaped many vices of your 
country, But by what I have gathered from 
your own relation, and the anſwers -I have with 
much pains wringed and extorted from you, I can- 
not but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the 

moſt 


& ' GULLIVERs TRAVELS, Part II. 


moſt pernicious race of little odious vermin, that 
nature ever ſuffered to crawl upon the ſurface of 
the earth. 


BEEN oC 2000.3 
| CHAP. vi . 


The author's love of his country. He makes a propoſal 
e much advantage to the King, which is rejected. 
The King's great ignorance in politics, The learn- 
ing thut country very imperfeft and confined, The 
laws, and military affairs, and parties in the flate, 


NOTHING but an extreme love of truth could 

Y have hindered me from concealing this part of 
my ſtory, It was in vain to diſcover my reſentments, 
which were always turned into ridicule ; and I was 
forced to reſt with patience, while my noble and 
moſt beloved country was ſo injuriovfly treated. I 
am as heartily ſorry as any of my readers can poſſibly 
be, that ſuch an occaſion was given : but this prince 
happened to be ſo curious and inquiſitive upon eve- 
ry particular, that it could not confiſt either with 
gratitude or good manners to refuſe giving him 
what ſatis faction I was able. Yet thus much I may 
be allowed to ſay in my own vindication, that!] art- 
fully eluded many of his queſtions, and gave to eve- 
ry point a more favourable tura, by many degrees, 
than the ſtrictneſs of truth would allow. For I have 


* This chopter contains ſuch ſarcaſms on the ſtructure of the hu- 
man body, as too plainly ſhew, that the author was unwilling t Icſ 
any opportunity of debaſing and rid-culing his own ſpecies. —»- Here 
a reflection naturally occurs, which, wi hout any ſuperſtition, leads 
tacitly to admire and confeſs the weys of Providence. For ti i great 
genius, this mighty wit, who ſeemed to ſcoff and ſcorn at all m n- 
kind, J:ved not only to be an example to puniſh his own pride, and 
to terrify ours, but underwent ſome of the gteateſt miſeries to which 
human nature is liable, Orrery, 
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that laudable partiality to my country, which Di- 
onyſius Halicarnaſſenſis with ſo much | juſtice re- 
commends to an hiſtorian : I would hide the frail- 
ties and deformities of my political mother, and 
place her virtues and beauties in the moſt advanta - 
geous light. This was my fincere endeavour in 
thoſe many diſcourſes I had with that monarch, al- 
though it unfortunately failed of ſucceſs, '2 10 

But great allowances ſhould be given to a King, 
who lives wholly ſecluded from the reſt of the 
world, and muſt therefore be altogether unacquaint- 
ed with the manners and cuſtoms that moſt prevail 
in other nations: the want of which knowledge will 
ever produce many prejudices, and a certain nar- 
rowneſs of thinking, from which we and the po- 
liter countries of Europe are wholly exempted. And 
it would be hard indeed, if ſo remote a prince's no- 
tions of virtue and vice were to be offered as a ſtan- 
dard for all man kinga. 

To confirm what I have now ſaid, and further 
to ſhew the miſerable effects of a' confined educa- 
tion, I ſhall here inſert a paſſage which will bardly 
obtain belicf, In hopes to ingratiate myſelf farther 
into his Majeſty's favour, I told him of an inven- 
tion diſcovered between three and four hundred 
years ago to make a certain powder, into an heap 
of which the ſmalleſt ſpark of fire falling, would 
kindle the whole in a moment, although it were as 
big as a mountain, and make it all fly up in the air 
together, with a noiſe and agitation greater than 
thunder, That a proper quantity of this powder, 
rammed into an hollow tube of braſs or iron, ac - 
cording to its bigneſs, would drive a ball of iron or 
lead with ſuch violence and ſpeed, as nothing was 
able to ſuſtain its force; That the largeſt balls thus 


diſcharged would not only deſtroy whole ranks of 


an army at once, but batter the ſtrongeſt walls to 
the ground, ſink down ſhips, with a thouſand men 


in each, to the bottom of * ſea; and, when link» 
ed 
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ed together by a chain, would cut through maſts 
and-rigging, divide hundreds of bodies in the mid- 
dle, and lay all waſte before them. That we often 
put this powder into large hollow balls of iron, and 
diſcharged them by an engine into ſome city we 


were beſieging, which would rip up the pavements, 


tear the houſes to pieces, burſt and throw ſplinters 
on every ſide, daſhing out the brains of all who 
came near. Phat I Knew the ingredients very well, 
which-were: cheap and common; I underſtood the 


manner of compounding them, and could direct his 


workmen how to make thoſe tubes of a ſize pro- 
portionable to all other things in his Majeſty's king- 
dom, and the largeſt need not be above an hundred 
feet lang; twenty or thirty of which tubes, charged 
with the proper quantity of powder and balls, would 
batter down«the walls of the ſtrongeſt town in his 
domiaions in Aa few :haurs, or deſtroy the whole 
metropolis, if ever it ſhould pretend to diſpute his 
abſolute commands. This I humbly offered to his 
Majeſty, as a ſmall tribute of acknowledgment in 
return of ſo many marks that I had. received of his 
royal favour and protection. 3 

The king was ſtruck with horror at the deſcrip- 


tion I had given of thoſe terrible engines, and the 


propoſal I had made. He was amazed, how ſo im- 
potent and; groveling an inſect as I (theſe were his 
expreſſions) could entertain ſuch inbuman ideas, 
and in ſo familiar a manner, as to appear-wholly 
unmoved at all the ſcenes of blood and de ſolation, 
which I had painted as the common effects of thoſe 


deſtructive machines, whereof he ſaid ſome evil 855 


nius, enemy to mankind, muſt have been che 
coniriver. As for himmſelf, he proteſted, that al- 


though few things delighted him ſo. much as gew 


diſcoveries in art or in nature, yet he would rather 
loſe half his kingdom, than be prixy to ſuch a ſe- 
cret, which he commanded me, as I valued my life, 

never to mention any More. * 
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A ſtrange effect of narrow principles: and ſhort 
views! that a prince poſſeſſed of every quality: 
which procures veneration, love, and eſteem; of 
ſtrong parts, great wiſdom, and profound learning, 
endowed with: admirable talents for government, 
aud almoſt adored by his ſubjects, ſhould from a 
niee unneceſſiry ſcruple, whereof in Europe we 
ean have no conception, let flip n put 
into his hands, that would have made him abſolute 
maſter of the lives, the liberties, and the fortunes 
of his people. Neither do I ſay this with the leaſt 
imention to detratt from the many virtues of that 
excellent king, whoſe character, I am ſenſible; will 
on this account be very much leſſened in the! opi- 


nion of an Englith- reader: but I take this defect 


among hem to have riſen-from their ignorance, by 
not having hitherto reduced politics into a fcience, 
as the more acute wits of Europe have done. For 
F remember very well in a diſcourſe one day with 
the King, when I happened to ſay there were ſeve · 
ral thoutand books among us written upou the art 
of government, it gave him (directiy contrary: to 
my intention, ) a very mean opinion of our under 
ſtandings. He profeſſed both to abominate and 
deſpiſe all myſtery, refinement, and intrigue, either 
in a Prince or a Miniſter. He could not tell what 
I meant by ſecrets of ſtate, where an enemy, or 
ſome rival nation, were not in the caſe, He con- 
fined the knowledge of governing within very nar» 
row bounds, to common ſenſe and reaſon, to ju- 


ſtice and lenity, to the ipeedy-determinatigncof ei- 
vil and criminal cauſes ; with ſome other obvious 


topics, which are not worth conſidering, And be 
gave it for his opinion, that whoever could make 
wo eus of corn, or two blades of graſa, to grow 
upan a fpor of ground where only one grew be- 
fore, would deſerve better of manlind, and do 
more eſſential fervice' to his county, than the 
whole- race of politicrans . together. ; 
a 2 
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The learning of this people is very defective, con - 
fiſting only in morality, hiſtory, poetry, and ma- 
thematics, wherein they muſt be allowed to excel, 
But the laſt of theſe is wholly applied to what may 
be uſeful in life, to the improvement of agricul- 
ture, and all mechanical arts; ſo that among us it 
would be little eſteemed. And as to ideas, entities, 
abſtractions, and tranſcendautals, I could never 
drive the leaſt conception into their heads.. 

. No law of that country muſt exceed in words 
the number of letters in their alphabet, which con- 
fiſts only in two and twenty. But indeed few of 
them extend even to that length, They are expreſ- 
ſed in the moſt plain and fample terms, wherein 
thoſe people are not mercurial enough to diſcover 
above one interpretation : and to write. a comment 
upon any law is a capital crime. As to the deciſion 
of civil cauſes, or proceedings againſt criminals, 
their precedents are ſo few, that they have little 
reaſon to boaſt of any extraordinary ſkill in either, 
They have had the art of printing, as well as the 
Chineſe, time out of mind: but their libraries are 
not very large ; for that of the King, which is rec- 
koned the largeſt, -doth not amount to above a 
thouſand volumes, placed in a gallery of twelve 
hundred feet long, from whence I had liberty to bor- 
row what books I pleaſed. The Queen's. joiner had 
contrived, in one of Glumdalelitch's rooms, a kind 
of wooden machine five and twenty feet high, form- 
ed like a ſtanding ladder, the ſteps were each fifty 
feet long: it was indeed a moveable pair of ſtairs, 
the loweſt end placed at ten feet diſtance from the 
wall of the chamber. The book I had a mind to 
read was put up leaning: againſt the wall: I firſt 
mounted to the upper ſtep of the ladder, and turn- 
ing my face towards the book, began at the. top of 
the page, and ſo walking to the right and left about 
eight or ten paces, according to the length of the 
lines, till I had gotten a little below the level of 
94 mine 
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mine eyes, and then deſcending gradually till I came. 
to the bottom: after which I mounted again, and 
began the other page in the ſame manner, and ſo 
wrned over the leaf, which I could eaſily do with 
both my bands, for it was as thick and ſtiff as a 
paſte- board, and in the largeſt folios not above 
6ighteen, or twenty feet long. . 

Their ſtyle is clear, maſculine, and ſmooth, but 
not florid; for they avoid nothing more than mule, 
nplying unneceſſury words, or uſing various expreſs 
foos, I have peruſed many of their books, eſpe- 
cially thoſe in hiſtory and morality. Among the 
reſt L was much diverted, with a little old treatiſe, 
which always lay in Glumdalcluch's bed- chamber. 
and belonged to her governeß, a grave elderly gean 
tle woman, who. dealt in writiogs of morality and 


devotion. The book treats of the weakneſs of hu · 


man kind, and i; in little eſteem, except among tha 
women and the vulgar. However I was curious ta 
ſee what an author of that country could ſay upony 
ſuch a ſubject. 'Vhis wrizer went through all the 
uſual topics of European moraliſts, ſhewing hom 
diminytive, contemptibla, and helpleſs. an animal 
was man in his own nature: how unable to defend 
bimſelf from iaclemencics of the air, or the ſury of 
wild beaſts : how much he was excelled. by * 
creature in ſtrength, by another in ſpeed, by a third 
in foreſight, by a Fourth in induſtry. He added, hat 
nature was degenerated in theſe latter declining ages 
of che world, and could now produce only ſmal 
aborti ve births, in compariſon of thoſe in ancient 
times, He fazd it was very reafonable to think, not 
only that the ſpecies of men were originally much 
larger, but alſo that there muſt have been giants in 
former ages; which, as it is aſſerted by hiſtory and 
tradition, ſo it bath, been confirmed by huge bones 
and ſkulls caſually. dug up in feveral parts of the 
kingdom, far exceeding the common dwindled race 
of man in our days. He argped, that the very laws of 

3 nature 
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nature abſolutely required we ſhould have been made 
in the beginning of a ſize more large and robuſt, not 
ſo liable to deſtruction from every little accident of 
a tile falling from an houſe, or a ſtone caſt from 
the hand of a boy, or being drowned in a little 
brook. From this way of reaſoning, the author 
drew ſeveral moral applications, uſcful in the con- 

duct of life, but needleſs here to repeat. For my 
own part, I could not avoid reflefting how univer- 
fally this talent was ſpread}, of drawing leCtures in 
morality, or indeed rather matter of diſcontent and 
repining, from the quarrels we raiſe with Nature, 
And, I believe, upon a ſtrict enquiry, thoſe quar- 
rels might be ſhewn as ill-grounded among 8 as 
they are among that people *. 

As to their military affairs, they boaſt chat the 
King's army conſiſts of an hundred and ſeventy-fix 
thouſand foot, and thirty- two thouſand horſe : if 
that may be called an army, which is made up of 
tradeſmen in the ſeveral cities, and farmers in the 
country, whoſe commanders are only the nobility 
and gentry without pay or reward. T hey are indeed 
perfect enough in their exerciſes, and under very 
good diſcipline, wherein I ſaw no great merit; for 
how ſhould it be otherwiſe, where every farmer is 
under the command of his own landlord, and every 
citizen under that of the principal men in his own 
ca choſen after the manner of Venice by ballot ? 

have often ſeen the militia of Lorbrulgrud 
drawn out to exerciſe in a great field, near the city, 
of twenty miles ſquare. They were in all not above 
twenty- five thouſand foot, and fix thouſand horſe: 
bur it was impoſſible for me to compute their num- 
ber, conſidering the ſpace of ground they took up. 


* The author's zeal to juſtify Providence has beſos been remark- 
* ed; and theſe quarrels with Nature, or, in other words, with God, 
could not have been more forcibly reproved, than by N that the 
complaints upon which they are founded, would be equa ned. 
among beings of ſuch aſtoniching ſuperiority of ſtature and Mensch 
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A cavalier, mounted on a large ſteed, might be 
about ninety feet high, I have ſeen this whole bo- 
dy of horſe, upon a word of command; draw their 
ſwords at once, and brandilh them in the air. Ima- 
gination can figure nothing ſo grand, fo ſurpriſing, 
and fo-aſtoniſhing ! it looked as if ten thoutand 
flaſhes of lightning were darting at the fame time 
from every quarter of the ſæk x. 

I was curious to know how this prince, to whoſe 
dominions there is no acceſs from any other ccun- 
try, came to think of armies, or to teach his peo- 
ple the practice of military diſcipline, But I was 
ſoon informed both by converſation and reading 
their hiſtories : for in the courſe of many ages they 
have been troubled with: the ſame diſeaſe to which 
the whole race of mankind is ſubject ; the nobility 
often contending for power, the people for liberty; 
and the King for abſolute dominion. . All which; 
however, happily tempered by the laws of that 
kingdom, have been ſometimes violated by each of 
the three parties, and have more than once occaſi- 
oned civil wars, the laſt whereof was happily put 
an end to by this prince's grandfather in a general 
compoſition ; and the militia, then ſettled with com- 
mon conſent, hath been ever fince kept in the ſtrict - 
eſt duty. | A ö 


CHAP. VIIL 


The King and Queen make a progreſs to the frontiers, 
The author attends them. The manner in whith he 
leaves the country very particularly related. He re- 
turns to England. pe | 


I Hap always a ſtrong impulſe, that I ſhould 
ſome time recover my liberty, though it was im- 
"WII poſlible 
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poſſible to conjecture by what means, or to form 
any project with the leaſt hope of ſucceeding. The 
ſhip in which I failed was the firſt ever known to 


be driven within fight of that coaſt, and the King 


bad given ſtrict orders, that if at any time another 


appeared, it ſhould be taken aſhore, and with all 


its crew and paſſengers brought in a tumbril to Lor 
brulgrud. He was ſtrongly bent to get me a woman 
of my own ſize, by whom I might propagate the 
breed: but I think I ſhould rather have dicd, than 
undergone the diſgrace of leaving a poſterity ta be 


kept in cages. like tame Canary birds, and perhaps 


in time ſold about the kingdom to pertons of quality 
for curiofities. I was indeed treated with much 


| kindaeſs: I was the favourite of a great King and 


Queen, and the delight of the whole court; but it 
was upon ſuch a foot, as ill became the dignuy of 
human kind. I could never forget thoſe domeſtic 
pledges I had left behind me. I wanted to be among 
people with whom I could converſe. upon even 
terms, and walk about the ſtrects and fields, with- 
out being afraid af being trod to death like a frog, 
or a young puppy. But my deliverance came ſooner 
than 1 expected, and in a manner not very coms 
mon: the whole ſtory and circumſtances of which 
I ſhall faithfully relate. 

I had now been two years in this country; and, 
about the beginning of che third, Glumdalclitch 
and I attended the K 

the ſouth coaſt of the kingdom. I was carried as 
uſual in my travelling-box, which, as I have alrea- 
dy deſcribed, was a very convenient cloſet of twelve 
feet wide. And I had ordered a hammock to be 
fixed by ſilken ropes from the four corners at the 
top, to break the jolts, when a ſervant carried me 
before him on horſeback, as I ſometimes deſired, 
and would often ſleep in my hammock while we 
were upon the road. On the roof of my cloſet, not 


directly over the middle of the bammack, Loxdered 


ing and Queen in a progreſs to 
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the joiner to cut out a hole of a foot ſquare, to give 
me air in hot weather, as I ſlept ;: which hole I ſhut 
at pleaſure with a board, that drew backwards and 
forwards through à groove. ; 19576 | 
When we came to our journey's end, the King 
thought proper to-pa's a few days at a palace he 
hath near Flanflaſnic, a city within eighteen Engliſh 
miles of the ſea· ſide. Glumdalclitch and I were 


much fatigued : I had gotten a ſmall cold, but the 


poor girl was ſo ill as to be confined to her cham- 
ber. I longed to ſee the ocean, which muſt be the 
only ſcene of my eſcape, if ever it ſhould happen, 
I pretended to be worſe than I really was, and de- 
fired leave to take the freſh. air of the ſea wich a 
page, whom I was very fond of, and who had ſome- 
times been truſted with me.. I ſhall never forget 
with what unwillingneſs Glumdalclitch conſented, 
nor the ſtrict charge ſhe gave the page to be care- 
ful of me, burſting at the ſame time into a flood of 
tears, as if ſhe had ſome foreboding of what was to 
happen. The boy took me out in my box about 
half an hour's walk from the palace towards the 
rocks on the ſea ſhore. I ordered him to ſet me 
down, and, lifting up one of my ſaſhes, caſt many 
a wiſtful melancholy look towards the fea. I found 
myſelf not very well, and told the page that I had 
a mind to- take a nap in my hammock, which I 
hoped would do me good. I got in, and the boy 
ſhut the window cloſe down to keep out the cold. 

J. ſoon fell aſleep, and all L can conjecture is, that, 


while I flept, the page, thinking no danger could 


happen, went among the rocks to look for birds 
eggs, having before obſerved him from my window 
ſearching about, and picking up one or two in the 
clefts. Be that as it will, | found myſelf ſuddenly 
awaked with a violent pull upon the ring, which 
was faſtened at the top of my box for the conveni- 
ency of carriage. I felt my box. raiſed very high in 
the air, and then borne forward with 8 
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fpeed; The firſt: jolt had like to have ſhaken me out 
of: my hammock, but afterwards: the motion was 
eaſy enough. I é called out ſeveral times, as loud as 
I could raiſe my voice, but all to no purpoſe. I 
looked towards my windows, ant could fee nothing 
dut the clouds and fk y. I beard! a noiſe juſt over 
my head like the clapping of vinge, and then be- 
gan to perceive the woeful condition I was in, that 
ſome engle had got the ring of my box in his beak; 
with an intent to let it fall on a rock like a tortoiſe 
in a ſhell, and then, pick out my body, and devour 
it: for the fagaoity and ſmell of this bird enabled 
him to diſcover his quarry at a great diſtance, tho! 


better concealed than I could be within 4 two · inch 


board. x 

In a liitle time I obſerved the noiſe and flutter 
wings to increaſe very faſt, and my box was toſſed 
up and: down like a ſign in a windy day. I heard 
ſeveral bangs or buffets, as I ghought, given to the 


eagle, (for ſuch I am certain it muſt have been, that 


held the ring of my box in his beak,): and then all 
on a ſudden felt myſelf falling perpeudicularly doun 
for above a minute, but with ſuch incredible ſwift · 
neſs,” that F almoſt loft my breath. My fall was 
ſtopped by a terrible ſquaſh, that founded: louder 
to my ears than the cataract of Niagara *; after 
which F was quite in the dark for another minute, 
and then my box began to riſe fo high, that I could 
ſee light from the tops of the windows. I now per · 
ceived. that I was fallen into the ſea. My box, by 
the weight of my body, the goods that were in, and 
the broad plates of iron fixed for ſtrength. at the 
four corners of the top and bottom, floated about 
five feet deup in water. I did then, and do now 


Niagara is a ſettle ment of the French in North America, and the 
cataract is produced by the fall of à conflox of waler (ſormed of the 
four vaſt lakes of Canada, ) from a rock recipice, the perpendiculat 
height of which is. 137 feet; and it is ſaid to have been heard fifteen 
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e, that the eagle which flew away with: my 
8 by two or three others, and for- 
ced to let me drop while he defended himſelf againſt 
the reſt, who hoped to ſhare in the prey, The 
plates of iron faſtened at the bottom of the box, 
(for thoſe were the ſtrongeſt, ) preſerved the balance 
while it fell, and hindered it from being broken on 
the ſurface of the water. Every joint of it was well 
grooved; and the door did not move on hinges, 
but up and down like a ſaſh, which kept my cloſet 
ſo tight, that very little water came in. I got with 
much difficulty out of my hammock, having firſt 
ventured to draw back the flip-board on the roof 
already mentioned, contrived on purpoſe to let in 
air, for want ot which I found myſelf almoſt 
ſtifled, | 177 | 

How often did I then wiſh: myſelf with my dear 
Glumdalclitch, from whom one fingle hour bad ſo 
far divided me! And I may ſay with truth, chat in 
the midſt of my own misfortunes, I could not for- 
bear lamenting my poor nurſe, the grief ſnhe would 
ſuffer for my loſs, the diſpleaſure of the Queen, and 
the ruin of her fortune Perhaps many travellers 
have not been under greater difficulties and diſtreſa 
than I was at this juncture, expecting every mo - 
ment to fee my box daſhed in pieces, or at leaſt o- 
verſet by the firſt violent blaſt or riſing wave. A 
breach in one ſingle pane of glaſs would have 
been immediate death: nor could any thing have 
preſerved the windows but the ſtrong lattice - wires 
placed on the out - ſide againſt accidents in travel - 
ling. I ſaw the water ooze in at ſeveral crannies, 
although the leaks were not conſiderable, and I en- 
deavaured to ſtop them as well as I could. I was 
not able to lift up the roof of my cloſer, -which o- 
therwiſe I certainly ſhould have done, and ſat on 
the top of it, where | might at leaſt preſerve myſelf 
ſome hours longer than by being ſhut up (as I may 
call it) in che hold. Or if „ theſe dangeis 
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for a day or two, what could I expect but a miſer- 
able death of cold and hunger ? I was four hours 
under theſe circumſtances, expecting, and indeed 


' wiſhing every moment to be my laſt. 


I I have already told the reader, that there were 
two ſtrong ſtaples fixed upon that fide of my box 
which had no window, and into which the ſervant, 
who uſed fo carry me on horſeback, would put a 
leathern belt, and buckle it about his waiſt, Being 
in this diſconſolate ſtare, I heard, or at leaſt thought 


I heard, ſome kind of grating noiſe on that fide of 
my box where the ſtaples were fixed, and ſoon af- 


ter I began to fancy, that the box was pulled or 
towed along in the ſea; for I now and then felt a 
ſort of tugging, which made the waves riſe near the 
tops of my windows, leaving me almoſt in the dark, 
This gave me ſome faint hopes of relief; although 
TI was not able to imagine how it could be brought 
about. I ventured to unſcrew one of my chairs, 
which were always faſtened to the floor; and ha- 
ving made a hard ſhift to ſcrew it down again di- 
rectly under the flipping-board that I had lately o- 
pened. I mounted on the chair, and putting my 
mouth as near as I could to the hole, I called for 
help in a loud voice, and in all the languages I un- 
derſtood. I then faſtened my handkerchief to a 
ſtick I uſually carried, and thruſtingic up the hole, 
waved it ſeveral times in the air, that if any boat or 
ſhip were near, the ſeamen might conjecture ſome 
unhappy mortal to be ſhut up in the box. 8 
I found no effect from all I could do, but plain- 
ly perceived my cloſet to be moved along; and in 
the ſpace of an hour, or better, that ſide of the box 
where the ſtaples were, and had no window, ſtruck 
againſt ſomething that was hard. I apprehended it 
to be a rock, and found myſelf ioſſed more than 
ever. I plainly heard a noiſe upon the cover of my 
cloſet, like that of a cable, and the grating of it as 
it paſſed through the ring. I then found . 
| | hoiſte 
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hoiſted up by degrees, at leaſt three feet higher 
than I was before. Whereupon J again thruſt up my 
ſtick and handkerchief, calling for help till I was 
almoſt hoarſe. In return to which, I heard a great 
ſhout repeated three times, giving me ſuch ranſ- 
ports of joy as are not to be conceived but by thoſe 
who feel them. I now heard a trampling over my 
head, and ſomebody calling through the hole in 
a loud voice in the Fogliſh tongue, if there be any 
body below, let them ſpeak. I anſwered, I was an 


' Engliſhman, drawn by ill fortune into the greateſt 


calamity that ever any creature underwent, and 
begged by all that was moving to be delivered out 
of the dungeon I was in. The voice replied I was 
ſafe, for my box was faſtened to their ſhip ; and 
the carpenter ſhould immediately come and ſaw a 
hole in the cover, large enough to pull me out, I 
anſwered, that was needleſs, and would take up too 
much time, for there was no more to be done, but 
let one of the crew put his finger into the ring, and 
take the box out of the ſea into the ſhip, and ſo 
into the captain's cabin *. Some of them upon 
hearing me talk ſo wildly thought I was mad; o- 
thers laughed; for indeed it never came into my 
head thatT was now got among people of my own 
ſtature and ſtrength, The carpenter came, and in 
a few minutes ſawed a paſſige about four feet 
ſquare, then let down a ſmall ladder, upon which I 
mounted, and from thence was taken into the ſhip 
in a very weak condition. 

The ſailors were all in amazement, and aſked me 
a thouſand queſtions, which I had no inclination to 


There are ſeveral little incidents which ſhew the author to 
have hade deep knowledge of human nature; and I think this is 
one. Although the principal advantages enumerated by Gulliver in 
the beginning of this chapter, of ming:ing again among bis country- 
men, depended on their being of the ſame ſire with him elf; yet 
this is forgotten in his ardour to be delivered: and he 18 aftervards 


tecayed into the ſame abſuidity, by his zeal to preſerve his fur ni- 
ture. . 
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_ anſwer. I was equally confounded at the ſight of 
ſo many pigmies, for ſuch I took them to be, after 
having fo long accuſtomed mine eyes to the mon- 
ſtrous objects I had left. But the captain, Mr Tho- 
mas Wilcocks, an honeſt worthy Shropſhire man, 

obſerving 1 was ready to faint, took me into his ca- 
bin, gave me a cordial to comfort me, and made 
me turn in upon his own bed, adviſing me to take 
a little reſt, of which I had great need. Before [ 
went to ſleep, I gave him to underſtand that I had 
ſome valuable furniture in my box, too good to be 
loſt ; a fine hammock, an haudſome field-bed, two 
chairs, a table and a cabinet, That my cloſet was 


hung on all ſides, or rather quilted, with filk and 


cotton: that if he would let one of the crewbring 
my cloſet into his cabbin, I would open it there be- 


fore him, and ſnew him my goods. The captain 


hearing me utter theſe abſurdities concluded I was 
raving: however (I ſuppoſe to pacify me) he pro- 
miſed to give orders as I deſired, and going upon 
deck ſent ſome of his men down into my cloſer, 
from whence (as I afterwards found) they drew up 
all my goods, and ſtripped off the quilting : but the 
chairs, cabinet, and bed- ſtead, being ſcrewed to the 
floor, were niuch damaged by the ignorance of the 
ſeamen, who tore them up by force. Then they 
knocked off fome of the boards for the uſe of the 
ſhip, and when they had got all they had a miad 
for, let the hull drop into the fea, which, by rea- 
ſon of many breaches made in the bottom and ſides, 
ſunk to rights. And indeed I was glad not to have 
been a ſpectator of the havock they made; becauſe 
I am confident it would have ſenſib y touched me by 
bringing former paſſages inio my mind, which | 
had rather forget. 

I flept ſome hours, but perpetually diſturbed with 
dreams of the place | had lefr, and the dangers ! 
had eſcaped. However, upon waking I fouhd my- 


{elf much recovered. It was now about eight 
o'clock 
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o'clock at night, and the captain ordered ſupper im- 
mediately, thinking I had already faſted too long. 
He entertained me with great kindneſs, obſerving 
me not to look wildly, or talk inconſiſtently; and, 
when we were left alone, deſired I would give him a 
relation of my travels, and by what accident I came 
to be ſet a drift in that monſtrous wooden cheſt. 
He faid, that about twelve o'clock at noon, as he 
was looking through his glaſs, he ſpied it at a di- 
ſtance, and thought it was a fail, which he bad a 
mind to make, being not much out of his courſe, 
in hopes of buying ſome biſket, his owo beginning 
to fall ſnort. That upon coming nearer, and find - 
ing his error, he ſent out his long boat to diſcover 


what I was; that his men came became back in a 


fright, ſwearing they had ſeen a ſwimming houſe. 
'That he laughed at their folly, and went himſelf in 
the boat, ordering his men to take a ſtrong cable a- 
long with them. That the weather being calm he 
rowed round me ſeveral times, obſerved my win- 
dows, and the wire lattices that defended them. 
That he diſcovered two ſtaples upon one fide, which, 
was all of boards without any paſſage for light. He 
then commanded his men to row up to that fide, 
and faſtening a cable to one of the ſtaples, ordered 
them to tow my cheit (as they called it) towards 
the ſhip, When it was there, he gave direCtions 
to faſten another cable to the ring fixed in the co- 
ver, and to raiſe up my cheſt with pullies, which all 
the ſailors were not able to do above two or three 
feer. He ſaid they ſaw my ſtick and handker- 
chief thruſt out of the hole, and concluded that 
ſome unhappy man muſt be thut up in the cavity. 
I aſked, whether he or the crew had ſeen any pro- 
digious birds in the air about the time he firſt diſ- 
covered me ? to which he anſwered, that, diſcour- 
fing this matter with the ſailors while I was afleep, 
one of them ſaid he had ob/erved three cagles flying 
towards the north, but remarked nothing of their 
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being larger than the uſual ſize, which, I ſuppoſe, 
muſt be imputed to the great height they were at; 
and he could not gueſs the reaſon of my queſtion, 
I then aſked the captain, how far he reckoned. we 
might be from land? He ſaid, by the beſt compu- 


tation he could make, we were' at leaſt an hundred 


leagues, I aſſured him that he muſt be miſtaken 
by almoſt half, for I had not left the country from 
whence I came above two hours before I dropt in- 
to the ſea, Whereupon he began again to think 


that my brain was diſturbed, ot which he gave me 


a hint, and adviſed me to go to bed in à cabbin he 
had provided I aſſured him I was well refreſhed 
with his good entertainment and company, and as 
much in my ſenſes as ever I was. in my life. He 
then grew ſerious, and deſired to aſk me freely whe- 
ther I were not troubled in mind by the conſciouſ- 
neſs of ſome enormous crime, for which I was pu- 
niſhed at the command of ſome prince, by expo- 
ſing me in that cheſt, as great criminals in'other 


countries have been forced to fea in a leaky veſſel 


without proviſions : for although he ſhould be 
ſorry: to have taken ſo ill a man into his ſhip, yet 
he would engage his word to ſet me ſafe athore in 
the firſt port where we arrived. He added, that his 
ſuſpicions were very much increaled by ſome; very 
abſurd ſpeeches I had delivered at firſt to the ſailors, 
and afterwards to himſelf, in relation to my cloſet 
or cheſt, as well as by my odd looks and behaviour 


while I was at ſupper. 


I begged his patience to hear me tell my ſtory, 
which I faithfully did from the laſt time I left Eng- 
land to the moment he firſt diſcovered me. And as 
truth always forceth its way into rational minds, ſo 
this honeſt worthy gentleman, who had ſome tinc- 
ture of learning and very good ſenſe, was immedi- 
ately convinced of my candour and veracity, , But, 


Farther to confirm all I had ſaid, I iatreated him to 
give order that my cabinet ſhould be brought, of 
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which I had the key in my pocket, (for he had al- 
ready informed me how the ſeamen diſpoſed of my 
cloſer). I opened it in his preſence, and ſhewed 
him the ſmall collection of rarities I made in 
the country from whence I had been fo — 
delivered. | here was the comb I had contrived 
out of the ſtumps of the King's beard, and another 
of the ſame materials, but fixed into a paring of 
her Majeſty's thumb-nail, which ſerved for the 
back, There was a collection of needles and pins 
from a foot to half a yard long; four waſp-ſtings, 
like joiners tacks; ſome combings of the Queen's 
hair; a gold ring which one day the made me a 


preſent of in a moſt obliging manner, taking it 


trom her little finger, and throwing it over my head 
like a collar, I defired the captain would acce 
this ring in return of his civilities z which he abſo- 
lutely refuſed, I thewed him a corn that I had. 
cut off with my own hand from a maid of honour's. 
toe; it was about the bigneſs of a Kentiſh pippin,. 
and grown fo hard, that, when E returned to Eng- 
und, I got it hollowed into a cup, and ſet in ſilver. 
Laſtly, I de ſired him to fee the breeches IL had then 
on, which were made of a mouſe's ſkin.. 

could force nothing on him but a footman's 
tooth, which I obſerved him to examine with great 
curioſity, and found he had a fancy for it. He 


reccived it with abundance of thanks, more than 


ſuch a trifle could deſerve. It was drawn by an un- 
ſkilful ſurgeon in a miſtake from one of Glumdal- 


clitch's men, who was afflicted with the tooth - ach, 


but as it was as ſound as any in his head, I got it 
cleaned and put into my cabinet. It was about a 
foot long, and four inches in diameter. 

The captain wes very well ſatisfied with this plain 
relation I had given him, and faid, he hoped, when 
ve returned to England, I would oblige the world 
by putting it on paper, and making it public. My 
anſwer was, that I thought we were already. over- 
ſtocked with books of travels; that nothing could 
G 3 now. 
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- deſcriptions of ſtrange plants, trees, birds, and o- 


thoughts. 


it ro ſome diſorder in my brain. I anſwered, it was 


pence, a leg of pork N a mouthful, a cup not 
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now paſs which was not extraordinary; wherein I 
doubted ſome authors leſs conſulted truth, than 
their own vanity, or intereſt, or the diverſion of 
ignorant readers: that my ſtory could contain little 
b:fides common events, without thoſe ornamental 


ther animals; or of the barbarous cuſtom and ido- 
Jatry of ſavage people, with which moſt writers a- 
bound. However, I thanked him for his good o- 
opinion, and promiſed to take the matter into my 


He faid, he wondered at one thing very much, 
which was, to hear me ſpeak ſo loud, aſking me 
whether the King or Queen of that country were 
thick of hearing, I told him, it was what I had 
been uſed to for above two years. paſt ; and that I 
admired as much at the voices of. him and his men, 
who ſeemed to me only to whiſper, and yet I could 
hear them well enough. But when I ſpoke in that 
country, it was like a man talking in the ſtreet to 
another lookiag out from the top. of a ſteeple, un- 
leſs when I was placed on a table, or held in any 
perſon's hand. I told him, I had likewiſe obſerved 
another thing, that when I firſt got into the ſhip, and 
the ſailors ſtood all about me, I thought they were 
the moſt little contemptible-creatures J had ever be- 
held. For indeed, while I was in that prince's 
country, I could never endure to look in a glaſs, 
aficr mine eyes had been accuſtomed to ſuch prodi: 
gious objects, becauſe the compariſon gave me fo 
deſpicable a conceit of myſelf, The captain ſaid, 
that while we were at ſupper he obſerved me to look | 
at every thing with a ſort of wonder, and chat 
often ſeemed, hardly able to contain my laughter, 
which he knew not well how to take, but imputed 


very true; and 1 wondered how I could forbear, 
when I iaw his diſhes of the fize of a filver.three- 
ſo big as a nut-ſhell; and ſo I went on, ME: 
the 
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the reſt of his houſehold: ſtuff and proviſions after 
the ſame manner. For although the Queen had or - 
dered a little equipage of all things neceſſary for me, 
white I was in her ſervice, yet my ideas were wholly 
taken up with what I ſaw on every ſide of me, and I 
winked at my. own littleneſs,.. as people do at their 
own faults. ., The captain underſtood my rover 
very well, and merrily replied with the old Engli 
proverb, that he doubted mine eyes were bigger than 
my belly, for he did not obſerve my ſtomach ſo good 
although I had faſted all day: and, continuing in 
his mirth, proteſted he would gladly have given an 
hundred pounds to have ſeen my cloſet in the ecagle's- 
bill, and afterwards in its fall from ſo great a height 


into the ſea; which would certainly have been a 


moſt aſtoniſhing object, worthy to have the deſcrip- 
tion of it tranſmitted to future ages: and the com- 
pariſon of Phaeton was ſo obvious, that he could 


not forbear applying it, although I did not much 


admire the conceit. a | 
The captain, having been at Tonquin, was in his 


return to England driven north- eaſtward to the la- 


titude of 44 degrees, and of longitude 143. But 
meeting a trade-wind two days after I came on 
board him, we failed ſouthward a long time, and 
coaſting New-Holland, kept our courſe weſt ſouth- 
weſt, and then ſouth-ſouth weſt, till we .dou- 
bled the Cape of Good- Hope, Our voyage was very 
proſperous, but 1 ſhall not trouble the reader 
with a journal of it. The captain called in at one 
or two ports, and ſeat in his long-boat for provi- 
ſions and freſh water, but I never went out of the 
ſhip till we,came into the Downs, which was on the 
third day of June 1706, about nine months after 
ray eſcape. I offered to leave my goods in ſecurity - 
for payment of my freight; but the captain proteſt- 
ed he would not receive one farthing. We took a 
kind leave of cach other, and I made him promiſe 
he would come io ſee me at my houle in Redriff. I 

1 hired 


— 


began to think myſelf in Lilliput. I was afraid of 
had like to have gotten one or two broken heads for 


forced to inquire, one of the ſervants opening the 


gate) for fear of ſtriking my head. My wife ran 
145 to embrace me, but I. ſtooped lower than her 
knees, thinking ſhe could otherwiſe never be able 
to reach my mouth. My daughter kneeled to aſk 
my bleſſing, but J could not fee her till ſhe aroſe, 
having been ſo long uſed to ſtand with my head and 
eyes erect to above ſixty feet; and then I went to 
take her up with one hand by the waiſt. I looked 


who were in the houſe, as if they had been pig - 


too thrifty, for 1 found ſhe had ſtarved herſelf and 
her daughter to nothing. In ſhort I bahaved my- 
felf ſo unaccountabiy, th at they were all of the cap. 
tain's opinion when he firſt ſaw me, and concluded! 
had loſt my wits. This I mention as an inſtance of 
the great power of habit and prejudice. 


to a right underſtanding : but my wife proteſted [ 
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hired a horſe and guide for five ſhillinge, which foo 


borrowed of the captain. pie 
As I was on the road, obſerving the litfleneſs of 1 
the houſes, the trees, the cattle, and the people, I the 


trampling on every traveller I mer, and often called 
aloud to have them ſtand out of the way, fo that [ 


my impertinence. 
When 1 came to my own n for which I was 


a — 


— 
A 


door, 1 bent down to go in (like a gooſe under a 
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down upon the ſervants, and one or two friends 


mies, and I a giant. I told 'my wife ſhe had been 


In a little time, | and my family and friends came 


ſhould never go to fea any more: although my evil 
deſtiny ſo ordered, that the had not power to hin- 
der me, as the reader may know hereafter. In the 
mean time, I here conclude the fecond part of my 
unfortunate voyages “. 


From the whole of theſe two voyages to Lilliput and Brobding | 
nag, ariſes one general remark, which, however obvious, has been 
overlooked by thoſe who coufider them as little more than the 


ſport 
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ſport of a wanton imagination, When human actions are aſcribed to 
pigmies and giants, there are few that do not excite eitber contempt, 
diiguſt, or horror. To aſcribe} them, therefore to ſuch beings, was 
ef -- the moſt probable method of engaging the mind to examine 
them with attention, and judge of them with impartiality, by ſuſ- 
per ding the faſcination of habit, and exhibiting familiar objects in a. 
rew licht. The uſz of the fable/then is not leſs apparent, than im- 
rtant and extenſive ; and tha! this uſe was intended by the author, 
can be doubted only by thofe who are diſpoſed to- affirm, that order 
and regularity are the effects of chance. E 
Upon reading over the two firſt parts of theſe travels, I think that 
I can diſcern a very great reſemblance between. certain paſſages in 
Gulliver's voyage to Lilliput, and the voyage of Cyrano de Bergerac 
to the ſun and moon, Cyrano de Bergerac is a French author of 
a ſingular char:Qer, ho had a very peculiar turn of wit and humour, 
in many reſpects re;embling that of Swift. He wanted the advan» 


tages of learning, and a regular education, His imagination was 


ois guarded. and correct, but more agreeably extravagant. He has 
introduced into his philoſophical romance, the ſyſlem of Deſcartes, 


(which was then much admired) intermixed with ſeveral fine ſtrokes. 


of juſt ſatire on the wild and jmmechanical inquiries of the philoſo- 
phers and afironomers of that age; and in many parts he has evident» 
ly directed the plan which the Dean of St Patrick's has pusſued. 
Orrery. S * - * A % Vs * 
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The author ſets out on his third voyage, is taken by pi- 
rates. The malice of a Dutchman, His arrival at 
en iſland, He is received into Laputa, 


; HAD not been at home above ten days, when 
I Captain Willian Robinſon, a Corniſh man, 
commander of the Hope-well, a ſtout ſhip of 
three hundred tuns, came to my houſe, I had 
| formerly 


® The third par” is in gene al written againſt chymiſts, mathema- 
ticians, mechanics, and projeftors of all kinds. | 

Swift was little acquaiuted with mathematical knowledge, and was 
prejudiced againſt it, by obſerving the ſtrange effects it produced in 
thoſe who applied themſelves entirely to that ſcience, No part of bu- 
man literature has given greater ſtrength to the mind, or has produ- 
ce d greater benefits to mankind, than the ſeveral branches of learning. 
that may paſs under the general denomination of mathematics. But 
the abuſes of this ſtudy, the idle, thin, immechanical refinement 
of it, are juſt ſubjects ot ſatire, The rea! uſe of knowledge is to in- 
vigorate, noi to enervate the faculties of re:ſon, Learning degene- 
nates into a ſpecies of madneſs, when it is not ſuperior to what it 
poſſeſſetb. The fciemific powers are moſt evident, when they are 
capable of exerting $hemſclves in the ſocial duties of life; when they 
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formerly been ſurgeon of another ſhip, where he 
was maſter and a fourth part owner, in a voyage to 
the Levant ;-he had always treated me more like a 
brother, than aa iaferior officer, and, hearing of 


wear no chains, but can freely diſengage themſelves, and, like a 
ſougd conſtitution of body, riſe chearfai, and more vigorous, by the 
food they have acquired, being neither oppreſſed, nor rendered ſtupid 
by the labours of digeſtion. _ | 

Lord Bzcon ha* guftly expoſed the vain purſuits of oſtentatious pe- 
dants in the different parts of learning; ana their unaccountable teme 
rity in deducing general rules from arbitiary maxims, or few experi- 
ments: he has likewiſe fixed upon a ſure and certain baſis, the pro- 
cedure and limits of the human underſtanding, Swift has purſued 
the ſame plan in a different manner, and has placed the imaginary 
ſchemes of all preteuders, in a more ludicrous, and therefore in 3 


more proper light. 
Ridicu um acri 


Fortius ac melius, magnas plłrumęue ſecat res, 

He cannot be fuppeſed to condemn uſetul experiments, or the 
right applicaticn of them : but he ridicules the vain attempts and irre- 
gular productions of thoſe raſh-men, who, like Ixion, embracing a 
cloud inftead of a goddeſs, plagued the world with centaurs ; whilſt 
Jupiter, from the embraces of a Juno, and an Alcmena, bleſſed the 
earth with an Hebe, and an Hercules. Orrery, | 

The deſign of Gulliver, in his voyage to Laputa, is to ridicule the 
vain pretenſions of chymiſts, mathematicians, projectors, and the reſt 
of that ſpecnlatjve tribe, who ſpend their time in aerial ſtudies, by no 
means calculated to improve the ſaculties of the mind, or to inlarge 
the number of ideas; mathematicians (I mean thoſe only who are 
entirely devoted to their circles, their taleſcopes, and their laboratory) 
being a race of men ſo very abſtracted from all ſublunary a{lairs, that 


ſcarce one in twenty of them can give you a rational anſwer, How. 


ever, indeed, à certain degree of mathematical knowledge is, without 
diſpute, extre nely neceſſary in the purſuit of the ZEſculapian ſcience, 
architecture, and other ſpecies of mechanics. But when the foul 
rambles after a thou/an1 chimeras, and the brain is wholly abſorbed 
in the conſidera: ion of the ſeveral poweis of attraction, repulſion, and 
the circulation of the heavenly bodi-s; or when a projector, with 
ſooty hands and face, i employed in Lis laboratory in preducing a 
conſiderable degree ot cola, in orver to retrigera.e the air, and qualify 
the raging of tlie dog-ſtar, which exatly auſwers to the project of 
exira*ting ſun beams out of cnerrmbers ; ſuch follies and exttravagan- 
cies are certainly the objects of deriſion. And accordingly Dr. Swift 
has laughed cgregiouſiy in the voyage to Laputa, and exerted a vein 
of humour, not againſt the whole tribe of chymiſts, projectors, ar d 
mathematicians in general; but againſt choſe, and thoſe only, who 
deſpiſe the uſciul branches of ſcience, and waſte their lives in the 
Purſuit of aerial vanities and cxtravagaucies, Swift, 
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my arrival, made me a viſit, as I apprehend, only 
out of friendſhip ; for ,nothing paſſed more than 
what is uſual 1 long abſences. But, repeating 
his viſits often, expreſſing his joy to find me in good 
health, aſking whether I were now ſettled for life; 
adding, that he intended a voyage to the Kaſt-In. 
dies in two months; at laſt he plaialy invited me, 
though with ſome apologies, ts be ſurgeon of the 
ſhip ; that I ſhould have another ſurgeon under 
me, befides our two mates; that my falary ſhould 
be double to the uſual pay; and that having expe» 
rienced my knowledge 1a ſea affairs to be at leaſt 
equal to his, he would enter into any engagement 
to follow my advice, as much as if I had ſhared in 
the command, d ck he 

He ſaid ſo many other obliging things, and [ 
knew him to be ſo honeſt a man, that I could not 
reject his propoſal ; the thirſt I had of ſeeing the 
world, notwithſtanding my paſt misfortunes, con- 
tinuing as violent as ever. The only difficulty that 
remained, was to perſuade my wife, whofe conſent 
however I at laft obtained by the proſpect of advan- 
tage ſhe propoſed to her children. 

We ſet out the 5th day of Auguſt 1706, and ar- 
rived at Fort St. George the 11th of April 1707, 
We ſtayed there three weeks to refreſh our crew, 
many of whom were ſick, From thence we went 
to Tonquin, where the captain reſolved to conti- 
nue ſome time, becauſe many of the goods he in- 
tended to buy were not ready, nor could he expect 
to be diſpatched in ſeveral months. Therefore, in 
hopes to defray ſome of the charges he muſt be at, 
he bought a floop, loaded it with ſeveral forts of 
goods, wherewith the Tonquineſe uſually trade to 
the neighbouring iſlands, and putting fourteen men 
on board, whereof three were of the country, he 
appointed me maſter of the ſloop, and gave me 
power to traffic, while he tranſacted his affairs at 
Tonquin. 

We 
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We had not failed above three days, when, a 
at ſtorm ariſing, we were driven five days to the 
N. E. and then to the E; after which we had 
fair weather, but ſtill with a pretty ſtrong gale from 
the W. Upon the tenth day, we were chaſed by 
two pyrates, who ſoon overtook us; for my ſloop 
was ſo deep laden, that ſhe ſailed very flow, nei- 
ther were we in a condinon to defend ourſelves. 
We were. boarded about the ſame time by both 
the pyrates, who entered furiouſly at the head of 
their men; but, finding us all proſtrate upon our 
faces, (for ſo | gave order,) they pinioned us with 
ſtrong ropes, and, ſetting. a guard upon us, went 
to ſearch the floop. - | 
I obſerved among them a Dutchman, who ſeem- 
ed to be of ſome authority, though he was not com- 
mander of either ſhip. He knew us by our counte- 
nances to be Engliſhmen, and jabbering to us in his 
own language, ſwore we ſhould be tied back to 


back, and thrown into the ſea. I ſpoke Dutch to 


lerably well; I told him who we were, and begged 
him, in conſideration of our being Chriſtians and 
Proteſtants of neighbouring countries in ſtrict alli- 
ance, that he would move the captains to take ſome 
pity on us, This inflamed his rage, he repeated his 
threatenings, and, turning to his companions, ſpoke 
with great vehemence-in the Japaneſe language, as 
I ſuppoſe, often uſing the word GChri/tianss, 

The largeſt of the two pyrate ſhips was com- 
manded by a Japaneſe captain, who ſpoke a little 
Dutch, but very imperfectly. He came up to me, 
and after ſeveral queſtions, which I anſwered in 
great humility, he ſaid we ſhould not die. I made 
the captain a very low bow, and then turning to 
the Dutchman ſaid, I was ſorry to find more mercy 
in an Heathen, than in a brother Chriſtian, But 
I had ſoon reaſon to repent thoſe. foolith words: 
for that malicious 'reprobate, having often endea- 
voured in vain to perſuade both the captains, that 

Vor. V. — I might 
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1 might be thrown into the ſea, (which they would 

not yield to after the promiſe made me that I ſhould 
not die,) however prevailed fo far as to have a pu- 
niſhment inflicted on me, worſe, in all human 
pearance, than death irfelf My men were ſent 
an equal diviſion into both the pyrate ſhips, and ny 
11-0p new manned As to myſelf, it was determin. 


paddles ind a fail, and four days proviſions, which 
laſt the Japaneſe captain was ſo kind to double out 
of his own ſtores, and would permit no man to 
ſearch me, I got down into the canoe, while the 
Dutchman, ſtanding upon the deck, loaded me 
with all the curſes and injurious terms his language 
could afford. Mn nech gon YT ig 
About an hour before we ſaw the pyrates, I had 
taken an obſervation, and found we were in the 
latitude of 46 N. and of longitude 183. When! 


| by my pocket glaſs ſeveral iflands to the ſouth-eaſt, 
| 1 ſet up my fail, the wind being fair, with a deſign 

to reach the neareſt of thoſe iſlands, wFich I made 
ſhiſt to do in about three hours. It was all rocky; 
however I got many birds eggs, and, ſtriking fire, 
I kindled ſome heath and dry ſea-weed, by which! 
roaſted my eggs. I eat no other ſupper, being re- 
ſolved to ſpare my proviſions as much as I could. 1 


ing ſome heath under me, and ſlept pretty well. 


” N 
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former. ard rence on: 
his ifland was at a greater diſtance than TI ex- 
pected, and 1 did not reach it in leſs than five 
hours. I encompaſſed it almoſt round, before 
* - cov 


ed that | ſhould be fer a- drift in a ſmall canoe, with | 


Was at ſome diſtance from the pyrates, I diſcovered | 


paſſed the night under the ſhelter ot a rock, ftrew- | 


The next day I ſailed to another iſland, and thence | 
to a third and fourth, ſometimes uſing my ſail, and | 
ſometimes my paddles, But, not to trouble the | 
reader with a particular account of my diſtreſſes, 
Jet it ſuffice, that, on the fifth day, I arrived at the 
laſt fland in my fight, which lay ſouth-eaſt to the 
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could find a convenient place to land-in, which was 
a ſmall creek about three times the wideneſs of my 
canoe. I found the iſland to be all rocky, only a 
little intermingled with tufts of graſs, and ſweet 
ſmelling herbs. I took out my tmall proviſions, 
and, after having refreſhed myſelf, I ſecured the 
remainder in a cave, whereof there were great num-- 
bers. I gathered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, 
and got a quantity of dry ſea- weed, and parched 
graſs, which I deſigned to kindle the next day, and 


| roaſt my eggs as well as I could, (tor I had about 


me my flint, ſteel, match, and burning glaſs). I 
lay all night in the cave where I had lodged my pro- 
viſions. My bed was the ſame dry grais and ſeas 
weed which J intended for fuel. I flept very lit- 
tle; for the diſquiets of my mind prevailed over my 
wearineſs, and kept me awake. I conſidered how: 
impoſſible it was to preſerve my life in ſo defolate a 
place, and how miſerable my end muſt be. Let 
found myſelt ſo hiftleſs and deſponding, that I had 
not the heart to riſe; and before 1 cou'd get ſpi- 
rits enough to creep out of my cave, the day was 
far advanced. I walked a while among the rocks, 
the ſky was perfectly clear, and the ſun ſo hot, that 
I was forced to turn my face from it; when all on 
a ſudden it became obſcure, as I thought, in a man- 
ner very different from what happens by the inter- 
poſition of a cloud, I turned back, and perceived. 
a vaſt opaque body between me and the ſun, mov- 
ing towards the iſland: it ſeemed to be about 
two miles high, aud hid the ſun: ſix or ſeven mi- 
nutes, but 1 did not obſetve the air to be much 
colder, or the ſky more darkened, than if I had 
ſtood under the thade of a mountain. As it ap- 
proached nearer over the place where I was, it ap- 
peared to be a firm ſubſtance, the bottom flat, 
ſmooth, and ſhining very bright from the reflexion 
of the ſea below. I ſtood upon a height about two 
hundred yards from the ſhore, and ſaw this vaſt 
BOT . A. body 


* 


half an hour, the iſland was moved and raiſed in 
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body deſcending almoſt to a parallel with me, at 
leſs than an Evgliſh mile diſtanc*. I took out my 
pocket · perſpective, and could plainly diſcover num. 
bers of people moving up and down the fides of it, 
which appeared to be ſloping ; but what theſe people 
were doing, I was not able to diſtinguiſh. 

The natural love of lite gave me ſome inward 
motions of joy, and I was ready to entertain a hope, 
that this adventure might ſome way or other help 
to deliver me from the deſolate place and condition 
I was in. But at the ſame time the reader can hard- 
ly conceive my aſtoniſhment, to behold an iſland 


in the air, inhabited by men, who were able (as it 


ſhould ſeem;) to raiſe or fink, or put it into a pro- 
greſſive motion, as they pleaſed. But not being at 
that time in a diſpoſition to philoſophiſe upon this 
phæuomenon, I rather choſe to obſerve what courſe 
the iſland would take, becauſe it ſeemed for a while 
to ſtand fill, Vet ſoon after it advanced nearer, 
and I could fee the ſides of it encompaſſed with ſe- 
veral gradations of galleries, and ſtairs at certain 
intervals to deſcend from one to the other. In the 
loweſt gallery I beheld ſome people fiſhing with long 
angling rods, and others looking on, I waved my 
cap (for my hat was long/fince worn out,) and my 
handkerchief towards the iſland; and, upon its 
nearer approach, I called and ſhouted with the ut- 


moſt ſtrength of my voice; and then, looking cir- 


cumſpectiy, I beheld a croud gathered to that fide, 
which was moſt in my view. I found, by their 
pointing towards me and to each other, that they 
plainly diſcovered me, although they made no re- 
turn to my ſhouting. But I could ſee four or five 
men running in great haſte up the ſtair to the top 
of the iſland, who then diſappeared. I happened 
rightly to conjecture, that theſe were ſent for or- 
ders to ſome perſon in authority upon this occaſion. 

The number of people increaſed, and in leſs than 


ſuch1 
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ſach a manner, that the loweſt gallery appeared in 
a-parallel of leſs than an hundred yards diſtance 
trom the height where | ſtood. I then put myſelf 
into the molt ſupplicating poſtures, and ſpoke in 
the hambleſt accent, but received no anſwer. Thoſe, 
who-ſtood neareſt over- againſt me, ſeemed to be 
perſons of diſtinẽtion, as I ſuppoſed: by their habit. 
They conferred earneſtly with each other, looking 
often upon me. At length one ot them called out 
in a clear, polite, ſmooth dialect, not unlike in 
ſound to the Italian, and therefore I returned an 
anſwer in that language, hoping at leaſt, that the 
cadence might be more agreeable to his ears. Al- 
though neither of us underſtaod-the other, yet my 
meaning was ealily known, * he Stop: law the : 
diſtrels L was in. 

They made ſigns Can me to come down bun ho ; 
— and go towards the ſhore, which I according- 
ly did; and the flying iſland being raiſed to a con- 
venient height, the verge directly, over me, a chain 
was let down from the loweſt: gallery, with à ſeat 
faſtenedito the bottom, to wy 1 9 a and * : 


was draun up: oy. e 
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of people, but thoſe who ſtood neareſt ſeemed 
to be of better quality. T'bey-heheld me with all the 
marks _ circumſtances ot woader, neither indeed + 
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was I much in their debt; having never till then 
ſeen à race of mortals ſo ſingular in their ſhapes; 
habits, and countenances. Their heads were all re- 
clined-either to the right or to the left; one of their 
eyes turned inward, and the other directly up to 
the zenith “. Their outward garments were adorn- 
ed with the figures of ſuns, moons, and ſtars, in- 
terwoven withithoſe of fiddles, flutes, barps, trum- 
pets, guittars, harpficords, and many other inſtiu- 
ments of muſic unknown to us in Europe. I ob- 
ſerved here and there many in the habit of ſervants, 
. with a blown bladder faſtened like a flayl to the end 
of a ſhort ſtick, which they carried in their hands, 
In each bladder was a ſmall quantity of dried peas, 
or little pebbles, (as I was afterwards informed.) 
Wich theſe bladders they now and then flapped the 
mouths and ears of thoſe who: ſtood near them, of 
 whichprattice Ithen could notconceive the meaning. 
It ſeems the minds of thoſe people are fo taken up 
with ' intenſe ſpeculations, that they neither can 
ſpeak, nor attend to the diſcourſes of others, with- 
out being rouled by ſome external ration upon the 
organs of ſpecch and hearing; for which reaſon, 
thoſe perſons who are able to afford it, always keep 
a flapper (the original is climenale,) in their family, as 
one of their domeſtics, nor ever walk abroad, or 
make viſits without him. And the buſineſs of this 
officer is, when two, three, or more perſons, are 
in company, gently to ſtrike with his bladder the 
mouth of bim who is to ſpeak, and the right ear of 
him or them to whom the ſpeaker addreſſeth him- 
ſelf. This flapper is likewife employed diligently to 
attend his.mafter in his walks, and upon occaſion 
to give him a ſoft flap on his eyes, becauſe he is al- 
ways ſo wrapped up in cogitation, that he is in ma- 
nifeſt danger of falling down every precipice, and 
* By this deſcription the author intended to ridicule thoſe who 
waſte life in ſpeculative ſcience, the powers of whoſe minds are as 
obſurdly employed as the eyes of the Laputians. th 
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bouncing his head againſt every poſt; and in the 


ſtreets, of juſtling others, or being juſtled himſelf 


into the kennel. <1 mid Ot ole 

It was neceſſary to give the reader this informa- 
tion, without which he would be at the ſame loſs 
with me to underſtand the proceedings of theſe peo- 
ple, as they conducted me up the ftairs to the top of 
the iſland, and from thence to the royal palace. 
While we were aſcending, they forgot ſeveral times 


| what they were about, and left me to myſelf, till 


their, memories were again rouſed by their flappers; 
ſor they appeared altogether unmoved by the fight 
of my foreign habit and countenance, and by the 
ſhouts of the- vulgar, whoſe thoughts and minds 
were more diſengaged. *. 6437-145 
At Liſt we entered the palace, and proceeded into 
the chamber of preſence, where I faw the King 
ſeated on his throne, attended or each fide by per- 
ſons of prime quality. Before the throne was a 
large table filled with globes and ſpheres, and ma- 
thematical inftruments of all kinds. His Majeſty 
took not the leaſt notice of us, although our en- 
trance was not without ſufficient noiſe, by the con- 
courſe of all perſons belonging to the court. But 
he was then deep in a problem, and we attended at 
leaſt an hour, before he could ſolve it. There 
ſtood by him on each ſide a young page with flaps 
in their hands, and when they ſaw he was at leiſure, 
one of them gently ſtruck his mouth, and the other 
his right ear; at which he ſtarted like one awaked 
on the ſudden, and, looking towards me and the 
company I was in, recollected the occafion of our 
coming, whercof he had been intormed be fore. He 
ſpoke ſome: words, whereupon immediately a young 
man with a flap came up to my fide, and flapt me 
gently on the right ear, but 1 made ſigns; as well 
as I could, that I had no occafion for ſuch an in- 
ſtrument; which, as I afterwards found. gave his 
Majeſty and the whole court a very „ 
1 0 


92  GULLIVER's TRAVELS. ' Parr I) 


of my , The King, as far as I could 
conjecture, aſked me ſeveral queſtions, and T ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to him in all the languages I had, 
When it was found, that I could neither under. 
ſtand, nor be underſtood, I was conducted by his 
order to an apartment in his palace, (this prince 
being diſtinguiſhed above all his predeceſſors for his 
hoſpitality to ſtrangers, (where two ſervants were 
appointed to attend me. My dinner was brought; 
and four perſons of quality, whom I remembered 
to have ſeen very near the King's perſon, did me 
the honour to dine with me. We had two cour- 
ſes, of three diſhes each. In the firſt courſe there 
was a ſhoulder of mutton cut into an æquilateral 
triangle, a piece of beef into a rhomboides, and a 
pudding into a cycloid. The ſecond courſe was 


two ducks truſſed up into the form of fiddles; ſau- 


ſages and puddings reſembling flutes and hautboys, 
and a- breaſt of veal in the ſhape of a harp. The 
ſervants cut our bread into cones, cylinders, paral- 


lelograms, and ſeveral other mathematical figures. 


While we were at dinner, I made bold to aſk the 


names of ſeveral things in their language, and thoſe 


noble perſons, by the aſſiſtance of their flappers de- 
lighted to give me anſwers, hoping to raiſe my ad- 
miration of their great abilities, if I could be brought 
to converſe: with them. I was ſoon able to call for 
„ and drink, or whatever elſe wanted. 

After dinner my companq withdrew, and a per- 
fon! was ſent to me by the King's order, attended by 
a flapper. He brought with him pen, ink, and 
paper, and three or four books, giving me to un- 


derſtand by ſigus, that he was ſent to teach me the 


language. We fat. together four hours, in which 
time I wrote down a great number of words in co- 
lumns, with the tranflations over- againſt them; J 
likewiſe made a ſhift to learn ſeveral ſhort ſententes. 
For my tutor would order one of my ſervants to 
— ſomething, to turn about, to make: der 


, 
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fit, or to ſtand, or walk, and the like. Then I took 
down the ſentence in writing. He ſhewed me alſo in+ 
one of his books the figures of the ſun, moon, and 
ſtars, the tropics, the zodiac, and polar circles, toge- 
ther with the denominationsof many figures of planes 
and ſolids. He gave me the names and deſcriptions 
of all the muſical inſtruments, and the general terms 
of art in playing on each of them. After he had 
left me, I placed all my words with their interpre 
tations in alphabetical order. And thus ia a few. 
days, by the help of a very faithful memory, I got 
ſome inſight into their language, | 
The word, which I interpret the fying or floating 
Hand, is in the original Laputa, whereof I could 
never learn the true etymology. Lap in the old ob- 
ſolete language ſignifieth high, and untuth a gover- 
nor, from which they ſay by corruption was deris - 
ed Laputa, from Lapuntuth. But I do not approve 
of this derivation, which ſeems to be a little ſtrain». 
ed. I ventured to offer to the learned among them 
a conjefture of my own, that Lapura was qua/t 
lap outed: lap ſignifying properly the dancing of 
the ſun beams in the ſea, and outed a-wing, which 
however I ſhall not obtrude, but ſubmit to the ju- 
dicious reader, 4; | 
Thoſe to whom the King had intruſted me, ob- 
ſerving how ill I was clad, ordered a taylor to come 
next morning, and take meaſure for a ſuit of 
cloaths. This operator did his office after a different 
manner from thoſe of his trade in Europe. He 
firſt took my altitude by a quadrant, and then with 
rule and compaſſes deſcribed the dimenſions and 
out-lines of my whole body, all which he entered 
upon paper; and in fix days brought my cloaths 
very ill made and quite out of ſhape, by happening 
to miſtake a figure in the calculation. But my 
comfort was, that, I obſerved ſuch accidents very 
frequent, and little regarded, | ; 
During my confinement for want of cloaths, and 
| by 
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by an indiſpoſition that held me ſome days longer, 
I much enlarged my dictionary; and when I went 
next to court, was able to underſtand many things 
the King ſpoke, and to return him ſome kind of 
anſwers. His Majeſty had given orders, that the 
iſland ſhould move north. eaſt and by eaſt to the ver- 
tical point over Lagado, the metropolis of the 
whole kingdom below upon the firm earth. It was 
about ninety leagues diſtant, and our voyage laſted: 
four days and a half, I was not in the leaſt ſen- 
ſtble ot the ꝓrogreſſive motion made in the air by 
the iſland. On the ſecond morning about eleven 
a clock the King himſelf in per ſon attended by his 
nobility, courtiers, and officers,” having prepared 
all their muſical inſtruments, played on them for 
three hours without intermiffion, fo that I was 
quite ſtunned with the noiſe; neither could I pofſi · 
biv gueſs the meaning, till my tutor intormed me. 
He ſaid, that the people of their iſland had their 
ears adapted to hear the muſic of the ſpheres, 
which always played at certain periods, and the 
court was now prepared to bear their part, in what · 
ever iu rument they moſt excched. 

In our journey towards Lagado;' the capital city,. 
his Majelty ordered that the iſland ſhould ſtop over 
certain towns and villages, from whence he might 
receive the petitions: of his ſubjects. And to this 
purpoſe feveral. pack-threads. were let down with. 
ſmall weights at the bottom. On theſe pack-threads 
the people ſtrung their -petitions, which mounted 
up directly, like the ſcraps of paper faſtened by 
i{chool-boys at the end of the ſtring that holds their 
Kite, Sometimes we. received wine and victuals 
from below, which were drawn up by pullies. 

The knowledge 1 had in mathematics gave me 
great aſſi ſtance in acquiring their phraſeology, 
which depended much upon that ſcience, and mu- 
- fic ; and in the latter I was not unſkilled. Their 
ideas are perpetually converſant in * , 
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| If they would, for example, praiſe: the beauty of a 
woman, or any other animal, they deſcribe it by 
rhombs, circles, parallelograms, ellipſes, and other 

metrical terms, or by words of art drawn from 
muſic, needleſs. here to repeat. I obſerved in the 
King's kitchen all ſorts of mathematical and muſical 
inſtruments, after the figures of which they cut 
up the joints that were ſerved to his Majeſty's table. 
Their houſes are very ill built, the walls bevl, 
without one right angle in any apartment; and this 
defect ariſeth from the contempt' they bear to prac- 
tical geometry, which they deſpiſe as vulgar, and 
mechanic, thoſe inſtructions they give being too re- 
fined for the intellectuals of their workmen, which 
occaſions perpetual miſtaxes. And although they 
are dexterous enough upon a piece of paper in the 
management of the rule, the pencil, and the divi- 
der; yet in the common actions and behaviour of 
life, | have not icen a more clumſy, awkward, and 
unhandy people, nor fo flow and perplexed in their 
conceptions upon all other ſubjects, except thoſe of 
mathematics and muſic. They are very bad rea- 
ſoners, and vehemently given to oppoſition, unleſs 
when they happen to be of the right opinion which 
is ſeldom their caſe. Imagination, fancy, and in- 
vention, they are wholly ſtrangers to, nor have any 
words in their language, by which thoſe ideas can 
be expreſſed ; the whole compaſs of their thoughts 
and mind being ſhut * within the two 02 men- 
tioned ſcience. 

A Moſt of them; ad eſpecially chaſe who deal * 
the aſtronomical part, have great faith in Judicial 
aſtrology, although they are aſhamed to oa it pu- 
blicly. But what I chiefly admired, and thought al - 
together unaccountable, was the ſtrong diſpoſition 
T obſerved in them towards news and politics, per- 
petually inquiring into public affairs, giving their 
judgements in matters of ſtate, and paſfionately diſ- 

puting every inch of a party opinion, I * — 
, 5 ee 
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deed obſer ved the ſame diſpoſition among moſt of 
the mathematicians I have known in Europe, al- 
though I could never diſcover the leaſt analogy be- 
tween the two ſciences; unleſs thoſe people ſuppoſe, 
that becauſe the ſmalleſt circle hath as many de- 
grees as the largeſt, therefore the regulation and 
management of the world require no more! abili- 
ties, than the handling and turning of a globe: but 
I rather take this quality to ſpring ſrom a very com- 
mon infirmity of human nature, inclining us to be 
moſt curious and conceited in matters where we 
have leaſt concern, and for which we are leaſt a- 
dapted, either by ſtudy or nature. 

Theſe people are under continual diſquietudes, 
never enjoying a minutes peace of mind; aud their 
diſturbances proceed from cauſes, which: very little 
affect the reſt of mortals. Their apprehenfions ariſe 
from ſeveral changes they dread in the ccleftial bo- 
dies. For inſtance, that the earth, by the continual 
approaches of the ſun towards it, muſt be abſorbed 
or ſwallowed up. That the face of the ſun will by 
degrees be incruſted with its own effluvia, and give 
no more light to the world. That the earth very 
narrowly eſcaped a bruſh from the tail of the laſt 
comet, which would have infallibly reduced it to 
aſhes; and that the next, which they have calcula- 
ted for one and thirty years hence, will probably 
deſtroy us. For, if in its perihelion it ſhould ap- 
proach within a certain degree of the ſun (as by 
their calculations they have reaſon to dread) it will 
receive a degree of heat ten thouſand times more 
intenſe, than that of red hot glowing iron; and, 
in its abſence from the ſun, carry a blazing tail ten 
hundred thouſand and fourteen miles long; through 
which if the earth ſhould paſs at the diſtance of one 
hundred thouſand miles from the nucleus, or main 
body of the comet, it muſt in its paſſage be ſet on 
fire, and reduced to aſhes. That the fun, daily 
ſpending its rays without any nutriment to ſupply. 
99) them, 
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them, will at laſt be wholly conſumed and annihi- 
lated'; which muſt be attended with the deſtruction 
of this carth and of all the planets that receive their 
light from it “. | 

They are ſo perpetually alarmed with the appre- 
henfions of theſe, and the like impending dangers, 
that they can neither ſleep quietly in their beds, 
nor have any reliſh for the common pleaſures or 
amuſements of life, When they meet an acquaint- 
ance in the morning, the firſt queſtion is about the 


ſun's health, how he looked at his ſetting and riſing, 


and what hopes they have to avoid the ſtroke of 
the approaching comet, 'This converſation they are 
apt to run into with the ſame temper, that boys 
diſcover in delighting to hear terrible ſtories of ſpi- 
rits and hobgoblins, which they greedily liſten to, 
and dare not go to bed for fear. 

The women of the ifland have abundance of vi- 
vacity ; they contemn their huſbands, and are ex- 


ceedingly fond of ftrangers, whereof there is al- 


ways a conſiderable number from the continent be- 


low attending at court, either upon affairs of the 


ſeveral towns and corporations, or their own par- 
ticular occaſions, but are much deſpiſed, becauſe 
they want the fame endowments. Among theſe 
the ladies chuſe their gallan's : but the vexation is, 


that they act with too much caſe and ſecurity, for 


the huſband is always fo rapt in ſpeculation, that 
the miſtreſs and lover may proceed to the greateſt 
familiarities before his face, if he be but provided 


with paper and implements, and without his flapper. 


at his fide, ” | 

The wives and daughters lament their confine 
ment to the ifland, although I think it the moſt de- 
licious ſpot of ground in the world; and although 
they live here in the greateſt plenty and magnifi- 


All theſe were ſuppoſitions of perſons eminent in their time for 
mathematical knowledge, | | 
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cence ca are allowed to do whatever a pleaſe, 
they long to ſee the world, and take the diverſions, 


of the metropolis, which they are not allowed to 


do without a particular licence from the King; and 
this is not eaſy to be obtained, becauſe the people of 
quality have found, by frequent experience, how 
Hard it is to perſuade their women to return from 
below, I was told, that a great court: lady, who. 
had ſeveral children, is married to the prime mini- 
ſter, the. richeſt ſubje& in the kingdom, a very 
graceful perſon, extremely fond of her, aud lives 
in the fineſt palace of the iſland, went down to La- 
gado on the pretence of health, there hid herſelf 
for ſeveral months, till the King ſent a warrant to 
icarch for her, and ſhe was found in an vbſcure 
eating-hovſe-all in, rags, having pawned her cloaths. 
to maintain an old deformed tootman, who beat 
her-every day, and in. whoſe company ſhe was taken 
much againft her will. And although her huſband 


received her with all poſſible kindneſs, and without 


the leaſt reproach, ſhe ſoon after contrived to ſteal 
down again wich all her jewels to the ſame gallant, 
and hath not been heard of ſince... 

This may perhaps paſs with the reader 4 for 
an Euro V or Engliſh, ſtory, than for one of a 
country ſo remote. But he may pleaſe to conſider, 
that the caprices of womankind are not, limited by 
any climate or nation, and that they are much 
more uniform than can be eaſily imagined. 

In about a month's time, IL had made a tolerable 
proficiency in cheir language, and was able to an- 
ſwer moſt of the King's queſtions, when I had the 


honour to attend him. His Majeſty diſcovered not 


the leaſt curioſity to inquire into the laws, govern- 

ment, hiſtory, religion, or manners of the coun · 

tries where I had been, but confined his queſtions 

to the ſtate of mathematics, and received the ac- 

count I. gave hic with great _— and indif- - 
| mn 
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ference, though often rouſed by his fapper on each 


fide 1 | | 
HAP. HI. 8 


A pbonomonon ſelved by modern philoſophy and oftre- 
nomy. The -Laputians ks improvements in the 
latter. 12 King's method of ſuppreſſing ne 
tions, 


Deſired leave of this prince to fee the cnriofities 
1 of the ifland, which he was gracioufly pleaſed 
to grant, and ordered my tutor to attend me 1 
chiefly wanted to know, to what cauſe in art or in 


nature it owed its feveral motions, whereof I will 


now give a philo 2 — account to the reader. 0 
The flying or floating ifland is exactly circular, 
its diameter 7837 yards, or about four miles and an 
Half, and conſequently contains ten thouſand acres. 
It is three hundred yards thick, The bottom, or 
under ſurface, which appears to thoſe who view it 
from below, is one even regular plate of adamatir, 


ſhooting vp to the height of about two hundred 


yards. Above it lie the feveral minerals in their 
uſual order, and over al is a coat of rich mould, 
ten or twelve feet deep. The declivity of the upper 
ſurface, from the circumference to the centre, is 


the natural cauſe why all the dews and rains, which 


fall upon the ifland, are (conveyed in ſmall rivulets 
towards che middle, where they are emptied into 
four large baſons, each of about half a mile in cir- 
cuit, and two hundred yards diſtant from the cen - 
tre. From theſe baſons the water is continvally ex- 
haled by the fun in the day-time, which effectualſy 
prevents their overflowing. Beſides, as it is in the 
power of the monarch to raiſe the iſland above the 


I 2 region. 
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region of clouds and vapours, he can prevent the 
falling of dews and rains whenever he pleaſes. For 
the higheſt clouds cannot rife above two miles, as 
naturaliſts agree, at leaſt they were never known to 
do ſo in that country. g 
At the centre of the iſland there is a chaſm about 

fifty yards in diameter, from whence the aſtrono— 
mers deſcend into a large dome, which is therefore 
called flandona gagnole, or the aftronomer's cave, fi- 
tuated at the depth of a hundred yards beneath 
the upper ſurtace of the adamant. In this cave are 
twenty lamps continually buruing, which, from the 
reflection of the adamant, caſt a ſtrong light into 
every part. The place is ſtored with great variety 
of ſextants, quadrants, teleſcopcs, aftrolabes, and 
other aſtronomical inſtruments. But the greateſt 
curioſity, upon which the fate of the iſland depends, 
is a joadſtone of a prodigious ſize, in ſhape reſem- 
bling a weaver's ſhuttle, It is in length fix yards, 
and in the thickeſt part at leaſt three yards over. 
This magnet is ſuſtained. by a very ſtrong axle of 
adamant paſſing through its middle, upon which it 
plays, and is poiſed. ſo exactly, that the weakeſt 

and can turn it It is hooped round with an hol- 
low cylinder of adamant, four feet Geep, as many 
thick, and twelve yards in diameter, placed hori- 
zontally, and ſupported by eight adamantine feet, 
each fix yards high, Ia the middle of the concave 
{ide there is a groove twelve inches deep, in which 
the extremities of the axle are lodged, and turned 
round as there is occaſion. Y 4 
The ſtone cannot be moved from its place by 
any force, becauſe the hoop and its feet are, one 
continued piece with that body of adamant, which 
conſtitutes the bottom of the iſland... 

By means of this load - ſtone the iſland is made to 
riſe and fall, and move from one place to another. 
For, with reſpect to that part of the earth over 
which the monarch preſides, the ſtone is endued at 
a" | one 
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one of its fides with an attractive power, and at the 
other with a repulſive. Upon placing the magnet 
erect, with its attracting end towards the earth, the 
iſland deſcends; but when the repelling extremity 
points downwards, the iſland mounts directly up- 
wards, When the poſition of rhe ſtone is oblique, . 
the motion of the iſland is ſo too: for in this mag- 
net the forces always act in lines parallel to its di- 
rection. : OP, 
By this oblique motion the iſland is conveyed to 
different parts of the monarch's dominions. . T 
explain the manner of its progreſs, let 4 B repre- 
ſent a line drawn crofs the dominions of Balnibar- 
bi, let the line c d repreſent the load-ſtone, of 
which let d be the repelling end, and c the attracting 
end, the ifland being over C; let the ſtone be plac- 
ed in the poſition c d. with its repelling end down- 
wards; then the ifland will be driven upwards ob- 
liquely towards D. When it is arrived at D, let 
the ſtone be turned upon its axle, till irs artraQin 
end points towards E, and then the ifland will be 
carried obliquely towards E; where, if the ftone 
be again turned upon its axle, till it ſtands 'in + 
the poſition E F, with its repelling point downward, . 
the ifland will riſe obliquely rowards F, where, b 
direCting the attracting end towards C, the land 
may be carried to G, and from C to H, by turning 
the ſtone, ſo as to make its repelling exrremity point 
directly downward. , And thus, by changing the 
ſituation of the ſtone as often as there is occaſion, 
the ifland is made to rife and fall by turns in an ob- 
lique direction, and by thoſe alternate rifines and 
fallings (che obliquity being not conſiderable, )' is 
conveyed from one part of the dominions to the 
other. gfe X | 
But it muſt be obſerved, that this iſland cannot 


move beyond the extent of the dominions below, 


nor can it riſe above the height of four miles. For 


- Which the aſtronomers (who have written large ſyſ- 
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tems concerning the ſtone,) aflign the following rea- 
ſon: that the magnetic virtue does not extend be- 
yond the diſtance of four miles, and that the mine- 
ral, which acts upon the ſtone in the bowels of the 
earth, and iu the ſea about fix leagues diſtant from 
the ſhore, is not diffuſed through the whole globe, 
but terminated with the limits of the King's domi- 
nions; and it was eaſy, from the great advantage 
of ſuch a ſuperior fituation, for a prince to brin 
under his obedience, whatever country lay within 
the attraction of that magnet. 
When the ſtone is put parallel to the plane of 
the horizon, the ifland ſtandeth ſtill; for in that 
calc the | extremities of it, being at equal diſtance 
from the earth, act with equal force, the one in 
drawing downwards, 'the other in puſhing upwards, 
and conſequently no motion can enſue. | 
This load-ſtone is under the care of certain aſtro- 
nomers, who from time to time give it ſuch poſi- 
tions as the monarch directs. They ſpend the great- 
eſt part of their lives in obſerving the celeſtial bo- 
dies, which they do by the aſſiſtance of glaſſes far 
excelling ours in goodneſs, For, although their 
largeſt teleſcopes do not exceed three feet, they 
magnify much more than thoſe of an hundred with 
us, and ſhew the ſtars with greater clearneſs, This 
advantage hath enabled them to extend their diſco- 
veries much farther than our aſtronomers in Eu- 
rope; for they have made a catalogue of ten thou- 
Tand fixed ſtars, whereas the largeſt of ours do not 
contain above one third part of that number, They 
have likewiſe diſcovered two lefler ſtars, or ſatel - 
lites, which revolve about Mars, whereof the inner- 
moſt is diſtant from the centre of the primary pla- 
net, exactly three of his diameter, and the outer- 
moſt five; the former revolves in the ſpace of ten 
hours, and the latter in twenty-one and an half; fo 
that the ſquares of their periodical times are very 
near in the ſame proportion wi h the cubes of their 


diſtance 
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diſtance from the centre of Mars, which evidently 
ſhews them to be governed by the ſame law of gra- 
vitation, that influences the other heavenly bodies. 
They have obſerved ninety-three,different comets, 
and ſettled their periods with great exactneſs. If 
this be true, (and they affirm it with great confi- 
dence,) it is much to be wiſhed, that their obſerva - 
tions were made public, whereby the theory of co- 
mets, which at preſent is very lame and defective, 
might be brought to the ſame perfection with other 
parts of aſtronomy. : 

The King would be the moſt abſolute prince in 
the univerſe, if he could but prevail on a migiſtry 
to join with him; but theſe, having their eſtates 
below on the continent, and conſidering that the 
office of a favourite hath a very uncertain tenure, 
would never conſent to the enſlaving their country, 

If any town ſhould engage in rebellion or mutiny 
tall into violent factions, or refule to pay the uſual 


tribute, the King hath two methods of reducin 


them to obedience. The firſt and the mildeſt courls 
is by keeping the iſland hovering over ſuch a town, 
and the lands about it, whereby he can deprive them 


- of the benefit of the ſun and the rain, and conſe- 


quently afflict the inhabitants with dearth and diſ- 
caſes. And if the crime deſerve it, they are at the 


ſame time pelted from above with great ſtones, a- 


gainſt which they have no defence but by creeping 
into cellars or caves, while the roofs of their houſes 
are beaten to pieces. But if they Gill continue ob- 
ſtinate, or offer to raiſe inſurrections, he proceeds 
to the laſt remedy, by letting the iſland drop direct- 
ly upon their heads, which makes an univerſal de- 
ſtruction both of houſes and men, . However, this 
is an extremity to which the prince is ſeldom driven, 
neither indeed is he willing to put it in execution, 


nor dare his miniſters adviſe him to an action, which, 


as it would render them odious to the people, ſo it 
EC would 
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would be a great damage to their own eſtates, which 

lie all below, for the iſland is the King's demeſn. 
But there is ſtill indeed a more weighty reaſon, 
why the kings of this country have been always 
averſe from executing ſo terrible an action, unleſs 
upon the utmoſt neceſſity, For if the town, in- 
tended to be deſtroyed, ſhould have in it any tall 
rocks, as it generally falls out in the larger citics, a 
fituation probably choſen at firſt with a view to pre- 
vent ſuch a cataſtrophe ; or if it abound in high 
ſpires, or pillars of ſtone, a ſudden fall might en- 
pur the bottom or under-ſurface of the iſland, 
which, although it confiſt, as I have faid, of one 
intire adamant two hundred yards thick, might 
happen to crack by too great a ſhock, or burſt by 
approaching too near the fires from the houſes be- 
low, as the backs both of iron and ſtone will often 
do in our chimnies, Of all this the people are well 
appriſed, and underſtand how far to carry their 
obſtinacy, where their liberty or property is con- 
cerned, And the King, when he is higheſt pro- 
voked, and moſt determined to preſs a city to rub- 
" biſh, orders the iſland to deſcend with great geatle- 
neſs, out of a pretence of tenderneſs to his people; 
but indeed for fear of breaking the adamantine bot- 
tom; in which caſe it is the opinion of all their 
i that the load - ſtone could no longer 

old it up, and the whole maſs would fall to the 
r a i ne Lo ae Ea 
By a fundamental law of this realm, neither the 
King, nor either of his two elder ſons, are permit- 
ted to leave; the iſland, nor the Queen, till ſhe is 
Patt child-bearing. Why Den Potts 08 
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CHAP, 1V. | 


The author leaves Laputa, is conveyed to Balnibarbi, 

arrives at the metropolis, A deſcription of the mo- 

tropolis, and the country adjoining, The author baſe 
pitably received by a great lord, His converſation 
with that lord. | | 1 


A SFHOUGH I cannot ſay that I was ill-treated 
+> in this iſland, yet I muſt confeſs I thought 
myſelf too much neglected, not without ſome de- 
gree of contempt, For neither prince nor people 
appeared to be curious in any part of knowledge, 
except mathematics and muſic, wherein I was far 
their inferior, and upon that account very little re- 
garded, | 
On the other ſide, after having ſeen all the eu- 
rioſities of the iſland, I was very deſirous to leave 
it, being heartily weary of thoſe people. They were 
indeed excellent in two ſciences, for which I have 
great eſteem, and wherein I am not unverſed, but 
at the ſame time ſo abſtracted and involved in ſpecu- 
lation, that I never met with ſuch diſagreeable com- 
panions. I converſed only with women, tradeſmen, 
flappers, and court pages, during two months of 
my abode there; by which at laſt I rendered myſelf ” 
extremely contemptible ; yet theſe were the only 
ople, from whom I could ever receive a reaſona : 
le anſwer. 3 | 
I had obtained by hard ſtudy a good degree of 
knowledge in their language ; I was weary of being 
confined to an iſland, where I received ſo little coun- 
tenance, and reſolved to leave it with the firſt op- 
portunity. | 
There was a great lord at court, nearly related to 
the 
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the King, and, for that reaſon alone, uſed with 
reſpect. He was univerſally reckoned the moſt 
ignorant and ſtupid perſon among them. He had 
performed many eminent ſervices for the crown, 
had great natural and acquired parts, adorned with 
integrity and honour, but ſo ill an ear for muſic, 
that his detractors reported he had been often known 
Wbeat time in the wrong place; neither could his 
ors, without extreme difficulty, teach him to de- 
wenſtrate the moſt eaſy propofition in the mathe- 
matics. He was pleaſed o ſhew me many marks of 
favour, often did me the honour of a vilit, defired 
to be informed in the affairs of Europe, the laws 
and cuſtoms, the manners and learning of the ſeve- 
ral countries where I had travelled. He liſtened to 
me with great attention, and made very wiſe obſer. 
vations on all I ſpoke. He had two flappers at - 
tending him for ſtate, but never made uſe of them, 
except at court, and in viſits of ceremony, and 


would always command them to withdraw, when 


we were alone together. 

I entreated this illuſtrious perſon to intercede in 
my behalf with bis "Majeſty for leave to depart, 
which he accordingly did, as he was pleaſed to tell 
me, with regret : for indeed he had made me feve- 
ral offers very advantageous, which however I re- 
fuſed with expreſſions of the higheft acknowledy- 
ment. : | 


On the 16th of February 1 took leave of his 


Majeſty and the court. The King made me a pre- 


ſent to the value of about two hundred pounds 


Engliſh, and my protector, his kinſman, as much 
more, together with a letter of recommendation to 
a friend of his in Lagado, the metropolis: the iſland 
being then hovering over a mountain about two 
miles from it, I was let down from the loweſt gal- 
wr in the ſame manner as I had been taken up. 

Phe continent, as far as it is ſubject to the mo- 
narch of the flying iſland, pil 


es under the general 
name 
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name of Balnibarbi ; and the metropolis, as I ſaid 
before, is called Lagado, I felt ſome little ſatis- 
faction in finding myſelf on firm ground I walked. 
to the city without any concern, being clad like one 
of the natives, and ſufficiently inſtructed to converſe 
with them I ſoon found out the perſon's houſe to 
whom. | was recommended, preſented. my letter. 
from his friend the grandee. in the iſland, and was 
received with much kindneſs. This great lord, 
whoſe name was Munodi, ordered me an apartment, 
jn his .own. houſe, where I continued duriag my 
ſtay, and was entertained in a moſt hoſpitable man- 


ner. 2 


The next morning after my arrival he took me 
in his chariot to ſee the town, which is about half 
the bigneſs of London, but the houſes very ſtrange - 
ly built, and moſt of them out of repair. The 


people in the ſtreeis walked faſt, looked wild, their 


eyes fixed, and were generally in rags.” We paſſed 
through one of the town-gates, and went about. 
three miles into the country, where I ſaw, many la- 


bourers working with ſeveral ſorts of. tools in the 


ground, but was not able to conjecture what they 
were about ; neither did I obſerve. any expectation 
either of corn or graſs, although the ſoil appeared 
to be excellent. I could not forbear admiring at 
theſe odd appearances both in town and country; 
and I made bold to defire my conductor, that he 
would be pleaſed to explain to me what could be 
meant by ſo many buſy heads, hands, and faces, 


both in the ſtreets and the fields, becauſe I did not 
diſcover any good effects they produced; but, on 


the contrary, I never knew a foil ſo unhappily cul- 
tivated, houſes ſo ill contrived and ſo ruinous, er a, 


people whoſe countenances and habit expreſſcd (o, 
much miſery and want. | 


This Lord, Munodi was a. perſon. of the firſt, 


rank, and had been ſome years governor of Laga- 
do; but by a cabal of miniſters was diſcharged tor 
f inſufficiency 
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inſufficiency. However the King treated him with 
tenderneſs, as a well-meaning man, but of a low 
contemptible under ſtanding. 

When I gave that free cenſure of the country 
and its inhabitants, he made no further anſwer, 
than by telling me, that I had not been long enough 
among them to forin a judgement ; and that the 
different nations of the world had different cuſ- 
toms; with other common topics to the ſame pur. 
poſe. But, when we returned to his palace, he 
aſked me how Lliked the building, what abſurdities 
I obſerved, and what quarrel I had with the dreſs 

or looks of his domeſtics, This he might ſafely 
do; becauſe every thing about him was magnificett, 
regular, and polite. I anſwered, that. his Excel- 
lency's prudence, quality, and fortune, had ex- 
empted him from theſe defects, which folly and 
beggary had produced in others. He ſaid, if I 
would go with him to his country-houſe about 
twenty miles diſtant, where his eſtite lay, there 
would be more leifure for this kind of converſation, 
I rold his Excellency, that I was intircly at his diſ- 
poſal ; and accordingly we ſet out next morning. 

During our journey he made me obſerve the ſe- 
veral methods uſed by farmers in managing their 
lands; which to me were wholly uniccountable; 
for except in ſome very few places, I could not dil- 
cover one ear of corn, or blade of graſs. But in 
three hours travelling, the ſcene was wholly alter- 
ed; we came into a moſt beautiful country; farm- 
ers houſes at ſmall diſtances neatly built, the fields 
incloſed, containing vineyards, corn: grounds, and 
meadows, Neither do I remember to have ſeen a 
more delightful proſpect. His Excellency obſerv- 
ed my countenanee to clear up; he told me with a 
ſigh, that there his eſtate began, and would conti- 
nue the ſame, till we ſhould come to his houſe. 
That his countrymen ridiculed and deſpiſed him for 

managing his affairs no better, and for ſetting ſo ill 
ö | an 
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an example to the kingdom, which however was 
followed by very few, ſuch as were old, and wil- 
ful, and weak like himſelf, 

We came at length to the houſe, which was in- 
deed a noble ſtructure, built according to the beſt 
rules of ancient architecture. The tountains, gar» 
dens, walks, avenues, and groves, were all diſpoſ- 
ed with exact judgement and taſte. I gave due 
praiſes to every thing I ſaw, whereof his Excellen- 
cy took not the leaſt notice till after ſupper ; when, 
there being no third companion, he told me with 
a very melancholy air, that he doubted he muſt 
throw down his houſes in town and country to re- 
build them after the preſent mode, deſtroy all his 
plantations, and caſt others into ſuch a form as 
modern uſage required, and give the fame directions 
to all his tenants, unleſs he would ſubmit to incur 
the cenſure of pride, ſingularity, aff: tation, igno- 
rance, caprice, and perhaps increaſe his Majeſty's 
diſpleaſure. 

That the admiration 1 appeared to be under, 
would ceaſe or diminiſh, when he had informed 
me of ſome particulars, which probably I never 
heard of at court, the people there being too much 
taken up in their own ſpeculations to have regard 


to what paſſed here below. 


The ſum of his diſcourſe was to this effect: that 
about forty years ago certain perſons went up to 
Laputa, cither upon buſineſs or diverſion, and after 
five months continuance came back with a very 
line ſmatrering in mathematics, but full of volatile 


Tbpirits acquired in that airy region. That theſe per- 


{ons upon their return began to diſlike the manage- 
ment of every thing below, and fell into ſchemes of 
putting all arts, ſciences, languages, and mecha- 
nics upon a new foot, To this end they procured 
a royal patent for erecting an academy of projectors 
in Lagado; and the humour prevailed ſo ſtrongly 
among the people, that there ismot a town of any 
Vol. V. K conſequence 
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conſequence in the kingdom without ſuch an aca. 
demy. In theſe colleges the profeſſors contrive 
new rules and methods of agriculture and building, 
and new inſtruments and tools for all trades and 
manufactures, whereby, as they undertake, one 
man fhall do the work of ten, a palace may be 
built in a week, of materials ſo durable, as to lat 
tor ever without repairing, All the fruits of the 
earth {hall come to maturity at whatever ſeaſon we 
think fit to chuſe, and increaſe an hundred-fold 
more than they do at preſent; with innumerable 
other happy propoſals. The only inconvenience 
is, that none of theſe projects arc yet brought to 
perfection, and in the mean time the whole coun- 
try lies miſerably waſte, the houſes in ruins, and 
the people without food or cloaths, By all which, 
inſtead of being diſcouraged, they are fifty times 
more violently bent upon proſecuting their ſchemes, 
driven equally on by hope and deſpair; that as for 
himſelf, being not of an enterpriſing ſpirit, he was 
content to go on in the old forms, to live in the 
houſes his anceſtors had built, and act as they did 
in every part of life without innovation. That 
ſome few other perſons of quality and gentry had 
done the ſame, but were looked on with an cye of 
contempt and ill-will, as enemies to art, ignorant, 
and ill commonwealths-men, preferring their own 
eaſe and floth betore the general improvement of 

their country. _ | 
His Lordſhip added, that he would not by any 
further particulars prevent the pleaſure I ſhould F 
certainly take in viewing the grand academy, whi- 
ther he was reſolved I ſhould go. He only deſired 
me to obſerve a ruined building upon the fide of a 
mountain about three miles diſtant, of which he 
gave me this account: that he had a very conveni- 
ent mill within half a mile of his houſe, turned by 
a current from a large river, and ſufficient for his 
own family, as well as a great number of his te- 
| nants. 
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nants. That about ſeven years ago, a club of theſe 
jectors came to him with propoſals to deſtroy 
this mill, and build another on the fide of that 
mountain, on the long ridge whereof a long canal 
muſt be cut for a repoſitory of water to be convey- 
ed up by pipes and engines to ſupply the mill, be- 
cauſe che wind and air upon a beiohr agitated the 
water, and e made it fitter for motion: and 
becauſe the water deſcending down a declivity would 
turn the mill with half the current of a river, whoſe 
courſe is more upon a level. He ſaid, that being 
then not very well with the court, and prefſed by 
| many of his friends, he complied with the propoſal; 
| and, after employing an hundred men for two 
„5 — the work miſcarricd, the projectors went off, 
les fas, blame eatirely upon him, railing at him 
| ever lince, and putting others upon the ſame expe- 
riment with equal aſſurance of ſucceſs, as well as 
equal diſappointment. 
lu a few days we came back to town, and his ex- 
cellency, conſidering the bad character he had in 
| the academy, would not' go with me himſelf, but 
recommended me to a friend of his to bear me com- 
pany thither, My lord was pleaſed to repreſent me 
as a great admirer of projects, and a perſon of 
much curiofuy, and eaſy belief: which indeed was 
not without truth; for I had myſelf been a ſort of 
projector in my younger days, 
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The author permitted to fee the grand academy La- 
gado, The academy largely deſcribed, The arts 
_ wherein the projeſjors emplay themſel ves *, 


"THIS academy is not an entire ſingle building, 
X but a continuation of ſeveral houſes on both 
fides of a ſtrect, which growing waſte, was pur- 
chaſed and applied to that ule, ye 


However. wild the defcription of the flying iſland, and the man- 
ners and various projects of the philoſophers of Lagado, may appear, 
5 it is a real picture embelliſhed with much latent wit and humour. 

t is a ſatire upon thoſe aſtronomers and mathematicians who have 
ſo entirely decicated their time to the planets, that they have 
been careleſs of their family and country, and have been chiefly 
anxious about the œconomy and welfare of the upper werlds, 
But if we conſider Swift's romance in aſerious light, we ſhall find him 
of opinion, that thoſe determinations in philoſophy, which at pre- 
ſent ſeem to the mo? knowing men to be perfectly well founded and 
underſtood, are in reality unſettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps, 
ſome ages hence, be as much decried as the axioms of Ariſtotle are 
at this day. Sir Iſaac Newton and his notions may hereafter be out 
of faſhion, There is a kind of mode in pliloſophy, as well as in 
other things: ard ſuch modes often change more from the humour 
and c-price of men, than either from the unreaſonable, or the ill - 
founded concluſions of the phil-ſophy itſelf. The rezſopings of ſome 
philoſophers have undoubtedly better foundation than thoſe of others: 
but I am of opinion, (and Swift ſeems to be in the ſame way of 
thinking,) that the moſt applauded philoſophy, hitherto extant, has 
not fully, clearly, and ceriainly explained many difficulties in the 
phenomena of nature. I am induced to believe, that God may have 
abſolutely denied us the perfect knowledge of many points in philo- 
ſophy, ſo that we ſhall never arrive at that perfection, however cer» 
' tain we may ſuppcſe ourſelves of having attained to it already, Upon 
the whcle, we may ſay with Tully, Omnibus fere in rebus, et maxime in 
Ac is, quid non fir cirius guam guid fic, dixerim, en 

his note in general ſeems to be a teſtimony of his Lordſhip's ap- 
probation, but it is not eaſy to diſcover what in particular is n. eant 

y the word real, ſince every picture is a real picture, whether it be 
copied from nature or fancy; and indeed it is equally difficult to con- 
ceive now a picture of any kind can be embelliſhed wich that which 
is hidden. 
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] was received very kindly by the warden, and 
went for many days to the academy, Every room 
hath in it one or more projectors; and I believe 1 
could not be in fewer than five hundred rooms. 

The firſt man I ſaw was of a meagre aſpect, with: 
ſooty hands and face, his hair and beard long, rag» 
ged and ſinged in ſeveral places. His cloaths, ſhirt, 
and ſkin, were all of che ſame colour. He had been 
eight years upon a project for extracting ſun-beams 
out of cucumbers, which were to be put into vials- 
hermetically ſealed, and let out to warm the air in 
raw inclement ſummers. He told me, he did not 
doubt, that, in eight years more, he ſhould be able 
to ſupply the governor's gardens with ſun-ſhine 
at a reaſonable rate ; but he complained- that his 
ſtock was low, and intreated me to give him ſome- 
thing as an encouragement to ingenuity, eſpecially 
ſince this had been a very dear ſeaſon for cucum-- 
bers. I made him a ſmall preſent, for my lord had 
furniſhed me wich money on purpoſe, becauſe he 
knew their practice of begging from all who go to- 
ſee them. | 

I went into another chamber, but was ready to- 
haſten back. bzing almoſt overcome with a horrible 
ſtink. My conductor preſſed me forward, conjuriag 
me in a whiſper to give no offence, which would 
be highly reſented, and therefore I durſt not fo 
much as ſtop my noſe. The projector of this cell 
was the moſt ancient ſtudent of the academy; kis 
face and beard were of a pale yellow: his hands 
and cloaths dawbed over with filth, When I was- 
preſented to him he gave me a cloſe embrace, (a 
compliment I could well have excuſed) His em- 
ployment trom his firſt coming into the academy 
was an operation to reduce human exciement to its 
original food, by ſeparating the ſeveral parts, re- 


moving the tincture which it receives from the gall, . 


making the odour exhale, and {cumming off the - 


_ ſaliva. He had a weekly allowance from the ſo- 
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ciety of a veſſel filled with human ordure about the 
bignels of a Briſtol barrel. 
I ſaw another at work to calcine ice into gun- 
powder, who likewiſe ſhewed me a treatiſe he had 
written concerning the malleability of fire, which 
he intended to publiſh, 

There was a moſt ingenious architect, who had 
contrived a new method for building houſes by be- 


ginning at the roof, and working downwards to the 


foundation, which he juſtified ro me by the like 
practice of thoſe two prudent infects the bee and the 
ſpider. 
"There was a man born blind, who had ſeveral 
apprentices in his own condition : their employment 
was to mix colours for painters, which their maſ- 
ter taught them to diſtinguiſh by feeling and ſmel- 
ling. It was indeed my misfortune to find them at 
that time not very per fect in their leſſons, and the 
profeſſor himſelt happened to be generally miſtaken, 
This artiſt is much encouraged and eſteemed by the 
whole fraternity. | | 
In another apartment I was highly pleaſed with a 
projector, who had found a device of plowing the 
ground with hogs, to fave the charges of ploughs, 
catile, and labour. The method is this: In an 
acre of ground you bury at fix inches diſtance and 
eight deep, a quantity of acorns, dates, cheſnuts, 
and other maſte or vegetables, whereof theſe ani- 
mals are fondeſt: then you drive ſix hundred or 
more of them into the fed, where in a few days 
they will root up the, whole ground in ſearch of 
their food, and make ir fit for ſowing, at the ſame 
time manuring it with their dung; it is true, upon 
experiment they found the charge and trouble very 
reat, and they had little or no crop. However, it 
is not to be doubred, that this invention may be 
capable of great improvement. 
I went into another room, where the walls and 
cicling were all hung round with cobwebs, except 
a Narrow 
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2 narrow paſſage for the artiſt to go in and out. At 
my entrance he called aloud ro me not to diſturb 
his webs. He lamented the fatal miſtake the world 
had been ſo long in of uſing filk-worms, while we 
had ſuch plenty of domeſtic inſets, who infinitely 
excelled the former, becauſe they underſtood bow 
to weave as well as ſpin. And he propoſed farther, 
that, by employing ſpiders, the charge of dying 
filks ſhould be wholly ſaved ; whereof I was fully 
convinced, when he thewed me a vaſt number of 
flies moſt beautifully coloured, wherewith he fed 
his ſpiders, aſſuring us, that the webs would take 
a tincture from them; and, as he had them of all 
hues, he hoped to fit every body's fancy, as ſoon 
as he could find proper tood for the flies, of cer- 
tain gums, oils, and other glutinous matter, to give 
a ſtrength and conſiſtence to the threads. 

There was an aſtronomer, who had undertaken 
to place a ſun-dial upon the great weather-cock on 
the town houſe, by adjuſting the annual and diur- 
nal motions of the earth and ſun, fo as to anſwer 
and coincide with all accidental turnings of the 
wind, | 

I was complaining of a ſmall fit of the cholie, 
upon which my conductor led me into a room 
where a great phyſician refided, who was famous 
for curing that diſeaſe by contrary operations from 
the ſame inſtrument, He had a large pair of bel- 
lows with a long ſlender muzzle of ivory: this he 
conveyed eight inches up the anus, and, drawing in 
the wind, he affirmed, he could make the guts as 
lank as a dried bladder. But when the diſeaſe was 
more ſtubborn and violent, he let in the muzzle 
while the bellows were full of wind, which he dif- 
charged into the body of the patient ; then with- 
drew the inſtrument to repleniſh it, clapping his 
thumb ſtrongly againſt the orifice of the funda- 
meat; and, this being repeated three or four times, 
the adventitious wind would ruſh out, bringing the 

noxious 
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noxious along with it, (like water put into a pump,) 
and the patient recover. I ſaw him try both expe. 
riments upon a dog, but could not diſcern any 
effect from the former. After the latter, the ani- 
mal was ready to burſt, and made ſo violent a dif. 
charge; as was very offenſive to me and my compa. 
nions. 'The dog died on the ſpot, and we left the 
doctor endeavouring to recover him by the ſame 
operation. 

I viſited many other apartments, but ſhall not 
trouble my reader with all the curioſities I obſerved, 
being ſtudious of brevity, 

I had hitherto ſeen only one fide of the academy, 
the other being appropriated to the advancers of 
ſpeculative learning, of whom I ſhall ſay ſomething 
when I have mentioned one illuſtrious perſon more, 
who is called among them the univerſal artiſt. He 
told us he had been thirty years emp'oying his 
thoughts for the improvement of human life. He 
had two large rooms full of wonderful curioſities, 
and fifty men at work. Some were condenfing air 
into a dry tangible ſubſtance by extracting the nitre, 
and letting the aqueous or fluid particles percolate ; 
others ſoficning marble for pillows and pin-cu- 
ſhions ; others petrifying the hoofs of a living 
horſe to preſerve them from foundering. Ihe ar- 
tilt himſelf was at that time buſy upon two great 
defigns ; the firit, to {ow land with chaff, wherein 
he affirmed the true ſeminal virtue to be contained, 
as he demonſtrated by ſeveral experiments, which I 
was not ſkilful enough to comprehend. The other 
was, by a certain compoſition of gums, minerals, 
and vegetables, outwardly applied to prevent the 
growth of wool upon two young lambs; and he 
hoped in a reaſonable time to propagate the breed 
of naked ſheep all over the kingdom. 

We croſſed a walk to the other part of the ac?- 
demy. where, as I have already ſaid, the projcctors in 
ſpeculative learning reſided, = 
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The firſt profeſſor I ſaw was in a very large room 
with forty pupils about him After ſalutation ob- 
ſerving me to look earneſtly upon a frame which 
took up the greateſt part of both the length and 
breadth of the room, he ſaid perhaps I might 
wonder to ſce him employed in a project for impro- 
ving ſpeculative knowledge by practical and mecha- 
nical operations. But the world would ſoon be 
ſenſible of its uſefulneſs ; and he flattered himſelf, 
that a more noble exalted thought never ſprang in 
any other man's head. Every one knew, how la- 
borious the uſual method is of attaining to-arts and 
ſciences ; whereas by his contrivance, the moſt ig- 
norant perſon, at a reaſonable charge, and with a 
little bodily labour, might write books in philoſo- 
phy, poetry, politics, law, mathematics, and the- 
ology, without the leaſt affiſtance from genius or 
ſtudy. He then led me to the frame, about the 
ſides whereof all his pupils ſtood in ranks : It was 


twenty feet ſquare, placed in the middle of the room. 


The ſuperficies was compoſed of ſeveral bits of 
wood about the bigneſs of a dye, but ſome larger 
than others. They were all linked together by 
ſlender wires. Theſe bits of wood were covered on 
every ſquare with paper paſted on them; and on 
theſe papers were written all the words of their 
language, in their ſeveral moods, tenſes, and de- 
clenſions; but without any order. The profeſſor 
then deſired me to obſerve; for he was going to ſat 
his engine at work. The pupils at his command 
took each of them hold of an iron-handle, whereof 
there were forty fixed round the edges of the 
frame; and, giving them a ſudden turn, the whole 
diſpoſition of the words was intirely changed. He 
then commanded ſix and thirty of the lads to read 
the ſeveral lines ſoftly, as they appeared upon the 
frame; and where they found three or four words 
together, that might make part of a ſentence, they 
dictated to the four remaining boys, who were 
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ſeribes. This work was repeated three or four times, 
and at every turn, che engine was ſo contrived, that 
the words ſhifted into new places, as the ſquare bits 
of wood moved upſide down. 

Six hours a · day the young ſtudents were employ- 
ed in this labour, and the profeſſor ſnewed me ſe- 
veral volumes in large folio already collected of 
broken ſentences, which he intended to piece toge- 
ther, and out of thoſe rich materials to give the 
world a compleat body of all arts and ſciences; 
which however might be till improved and much 
expedited, if the public would raiſe a fund for ma- 


_ king and employing five hundred ſuch frames in 


Lagado, and oblige the managers to contribute in 
common their ſeveral collections. 

He aflured me, that this invention had employed 
all his thoughts from his youth : that be had emp- 
tied the whole vocabulary into his trame, and made 
the ſtricteſt computation of the general proportion 


there is in books between the numbers of particles, 


nouns, and verbs, and other parts of ſpeech *. 
I made my humbleſt acknowledgment to this il- 


luſtrious perſon for his great communicativeneſs ;. 


and promiſed, if ever I had the good fortune to 
return to my native country, that I would do him 
Juſtice, as the fole inventor of this wonderful ma- 
chine ; the form and contrivance of which I defired 
leave to delineate upon paper, as in the figure here 
annexed. I told him, although it were the cuſtom: 
of our learned in Europe to ſteal inventions from 
each other, who had thereby at leaſt this advantage, 


that it became a controverſy which was the right 


The project for a more eaſy and expeditions method of writing a 
treatiſe in any ſcience, by a wooden engine, is entertainingly ſatiri- 
cal, and is aimed at thoſe authors who, inflead of ceceiving mate» 
ria's from their own thoughts and obſervations, collect from dictio- 
naries and common place books, an irregular variety, wichout order, 
ule, or deſign : 

« Ut nec pes nec caput uni 
„ Reddatur forme, Orrery, 


owner; 
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owner; yet I would take ſuch caution, that he 
ſhould have the honour entire without a rival, 

We next went to the ſchool of languages, where 
three profeflors ſat in contultation upon improving 
that of their own country. 

The firſt project was to ſhorten diſcourſe by cut- 
ting polyſyllables into one, and leaving out verbs 
and participles ; becauſe in reality all things ima» 
ginable are but nouns “. nod 

The other project was a ſcheme for entirely abo- 
liſhing all words whatſoever ; and this was urged 
as a great advantage in point of health, as well as 
brevity, For it is plain, that every word we ſpeak, 
is in 4 degree a diminution of our lungs by cor- 
roſion; and conſequently contributes to the ſhor- 


tening of our lives. An expedient was therefore 


offered, that, ſince words are only names for things, 
jt would be more convenient for all men to car 

about them ſuch things as were neceflary to exprets 
the particular buſinets they are to diſcourſe on, 
And this invention would certainly have taken 
place, to the great eaſe as well as health of the ſub- 


ject, if the women, in conjunction with the vulgar 


and illiterate, had not threatened to raiſe a rebelli- 
on, unleſs they might be allowed the liberty to ſpeak 
with their tongues, after the manner of their fore- 
fathers; ſuch conſtant irreconcileable enemies to 
ſcience are the common people. However, many 
of the moſt learned and wiſe adhere to the new 
ſcheme of expreſſing themſelves by things, which 
hath only this inconvenience attending it, that if a 
man's buſineſs be very great and ot various kinds, 
he muſt be obliged in proportion to carry a greater 


This project is pointed at the pernicicus cuſtom of contracting 
the Engliſh language, the dialect of which is naturally barſh, and 
that harſhneſs is ſtill increa ed by improper contractions. As Swift 
was ſcrupulouſly exact in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not 
the leaſt improper expreſſion over eſcaped his cenſure, And I remem- 
ber to have ſeen in manuſcript a d.Eicnary of hard words, compo- 
le; by him for the uſe of his temale ſenate, Orrery, 

bundle 
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bundle of things upon his back, unleſs he can af. 
ford one or two ſtrong ſervants to attend him, [ 
have often beheld two of thoſe ſages almoſt finking 
under the weight of their packs, like pedlars among 
us; who, when they met in the ſtreets, would lay 
down their loads, open their ſacks, and hold con- 
verſation for an hour together; then put up their 
implements, help each other to reſume their bur. 
thens, and take their leave. | 

- But for ſhort converſations a man may carry im- 
plements in his pockets and under his arms enough 
to fupply him; and in his houſe he cannot be at a 
loſs. Therefore the room, where company meet 
who practiſe this art, is full of all things ready at 
hand, requiſite to furniſh matter for this kind of 
artificial converſe, 

Another great advantage propoſed by this inven- 
tion was, that it would ſerve as an univerſal lan- 
guage to be uncerſtood in all civilized nations, 
| whoſe goods and utenſils are generally of the ſame 
kind, or nearly reſembling, fo that th:ir uſes might 
eaſily be comprehended. And thus ambaſſadors 
would be qualified to treat with foreign princes, or 
miniſters of ſtate, to whoſe tongues they were utter 
ſtrangers. 

I was at the mathematical ſchool, where the ma- 
ſter taught his pupils after a method ſcarce imagi- 
nable to us in Europe. The propoſition and de- 
monſtration were fairly written on a thin wafer, 
with ink compoſed of a cephalic tinfture This the 
ſtudent was to ſwallow upon a faſting ſtomach, and 
for three days following cat nothing but bread and 
water. As the water digeſied, the tincture. mount- 
ed tv his brain, bearing the propoſition along with 
it. But the ſucceſs hath not hitherto been anſwer— 
able, partly by ſome error in the quantum or com- 
poſition, and partly by the perverſencſs of lads; to 
whom this bolus is ſo nauſeous, that they generally 
ſteal aſide and diſcharge it upwards, before it can 

operate; 
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operate; neither have they been yet perſuaded to 
uſe ſo long an abſtinence as the preſcription re 
quires, F031 | 
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A further account of the academy. The author pro- 
poſes ſome improvements, which are hongurably re- 
ceived “. 14h 


N the ſchool of political projectors I was but ill 

entertained ; the 2 appearing in my 
judgement wholly out of their ſenſes ; which is a 
ſcene that never fails to make me melancholy. 
Theſe unhappy people were propoſing ſchemes for 
perſuading monarchs to chuſe favourites upon the 
ſcore of their wiſdom, capacity, and virtue; of 
teaching miniſters to conſult the public good; of 
rewarding merit, great abilities, and eminent ſer- 
vices : of inſtructing princes to know their true in- 
tereſt, by placing it on the ſame foundation with 
that of their people; of chuſing for employments 
perſons qualified ro exerciſe them ; with many 
other wild impoſſible chimeras, that never entered 
before into the heart of man to conceive ; and 


This chapter is full of ſeverity and ſatire, Sometimes it is ex- 
erted againſt the legiſlative power; ſometimes againſt particular po- 
Vticians ; ſometimes againſt women: and ſ.metimes it degenerates 
into filth. True hum ur cught to be kept up with decency and dig- 
nity, or it loſes every tincture of entertainment. Deſcriptions that 
ſhock our delicacy, cannot have. the laſt good effect upon our 
minds. They offend us, and we fly precipitately from the Fght, We 
cannot ſtay long enough to examine, whether wit, ſenſe, or marality, 
may be ccuched under ſuch odious appearances, I am ſorry to ay, 
that theſe ſort of deſcriptions, which are too often interfperſed 
throughout all Swift's works, are ſeldom written with any other 
view, of from any other motive, than a wild unbridled indulgence 
of his own humour and * Orrery, 


Vol. V. confirmed 
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confirmed in me the old obſervation, that there is 
nothing ſo extravagant and irrational, which ſome 
philoſophers have not maintained for truth. 
But however I ſhall fo far do juſtice to this part 
of the academy, as to acknowledge that all of them 
were not ſo viſionary. There was a moſt ingenious 
doctor, who ſcemed to be perfectly verſed in the 
whole nature and ſyſtem of government. This il. 
luſtriovs perſon had very uſeſully employed his ſlu- 
dies in finding out effectual remedies for all diſeaſes 
and corruptions, to which the ſeveral kinds of pu- 
blic adminiſtration are ſubject by the vices or in- 
firmities of thoſe who govern, as well as by the li- 
centiouſneſs of thoſe who are to obey. For inſtance; 
whereas all writers and reaſoners have agreed, that 
there is a ſtrict univerſal reſemblance betycen the 
natural and the political body; can there be any 
thing more evident, than that the health of both 
muſt be preſerved, and the diſeaſes eured by the 
ſame preſcriptions? It is allowed, chat ſenates and 
great councils are often troubled with redundant, 
ebullient, and other peccant humours; with many 
diſeaſes of the head, and more of the heart; with 
ſtrong convulſions, with grievous contractions of 
the nerves and finews in both hands, but eſpecially 
the right; with ſpleen, flatus, vertigos, and deliri- 
ums; with ſcrophulous tumours full of fœtid pu- 
rulent matter; with ſour frothy ructations; with 
canine appetites, and crudeneſs of digeſtion, beſides 
many others needleſs to mention. This dector 
therefore propoſed, that, upon the meeting of a 
ſenate, certain phyſicians ſhould attend at che three 
frit days of their fitting, and at the cloſe of each 
day's debate fecl the pulſes of every ſenator ; after 
which, having maturely conſidered and conſulted 
upon the nature of the ſeveral maladies and the 
methods of cure, they ſhould on the fourth day 
return to the ſenate-houſe, attended by their apo- 
thecaries ſtored with proper medicines; and, * 
8 the 
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the members ſat, adminiſter to each of them leni- 
tives, aperitives, abſterſives, corroſives, reſtrin- 
gents, palliatives, laxatives, cephalalgics, icterics, 
apophlegmatics, acouſtics, as their ſeveral caſes re- 
quired; and, according as theſe medicines ſhould 
operate, repeat, alter, or omit them at the next 
meeting. | 

This project could not be of any great expence 
to the public; and might, iu my poor opinion, be 
of much uſe for the diſpatch. of buſineſs. in thoſe 
countries, where ſenates have any ſhare in the le- 
giſlative power; beget unanimity, ſhorten; debates, 
open a few mouths which are now cloſed. and cloſe 
many more which are. no open; eurb the petu- 
lancy of the young, and correct the poſitiveneſs of 
the old; rouze the ſtupid, and damp the pert, 

Again; becauſe it is a general complaint, that. 
the favourites of princes are troubled with ſhort 
and weak memories; the ſame doctor propoſed, 
that whoever attended a firſt miaiſter, after having 
told his buſineſs with the utmoſt, brevity and in the 
plaineſt words, ſhould at his departure give the ſaid 


_ miniſter a tweak by the noſe, or a kick io the bel- 


ly, or tread on his. corns, or lug him thrice by. 
both ears, or run a pin into his breach, or pinch, 
his arm black and blue, to prevent forgetfulneſs: 
and at every levee day repeat the ſame operation, 
till the buſineſs were done or abſolutely, refuſed. 
He likewiſe directed, that every ſenator in the 
great council of a nation, after he had delivered 
his-opinion,, and argued in the defence of it, ſhould. 
de obliged to give his vote directly contrary ; be- 
cauſe, it that were done, the reſult would infallibly 
terminate in the good of the public. | 
When parties in a ſtate are violent, he offer- 
ed a wonderful contrivance to recoacile them, Tue 
method is this: you take an hundred leaders of 
each party; you diſpoſe them into couples of ſuch, 
whoſe heads ace neareſt of a ſize; then let two nice 
2 | operators 
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operators ſaw off the occiput of each couple at the 
ſame time in ſuch a manner, that the brain may be 
equally divided. Let the occiputs thus cut off be in- 
terchanged, applying each to the head of his oppo. 
ſite party- man. It ſeems indeed to be a work that 
requireth ſome exactneſs, but the profeſſor aſſured 
us, that, if it were dextrouſly performed, the cure 
would be infallible. For he argned thus; that the 
two balf-brains, being left to debate the matter be- 
tween themſelves within the ſpace of one ſkull, 
would foon come to a good underſtanding, and 
produce that moderation, as well as regularity of 
thinking, ſo much to be wiſhed for in the heads of 
thoſe, who imagine they come into the world only 
to watch and govern its motion: and, as to the 
difference of brains in quantity or quality, among 
thoſe who are directors in faction, the doctor af. 
ſured us from his own knowledge, that it was a 
perfect trifle, - + * | 
I heard a very warm debate between two profeſ- 
ſors, about the moſt commodious and effectual 
ways and means of raiſing money without grieving 
the ſubject. The firſt affirmed, the juſteſt method 
would be to lay a certain tax upon vices and folly ; 
and the ſum, fixed upon every man, to be rated 
after the faireſt manner by a jury of his neighbours, 
The ſecond was of an opinion directly contrary ; 
to tax thoſe qualities of body and mind, for which 
men chi«fly value themſelves ! the rate to be more 
or leſs according to the degrees of excelling ; the 
decifion whereof ſhould be left entirely to their own 
breaſt, The higheſt tax was upon men, who are 
the greateſt favourites of the other ſex, and the 
aſſeſlments according to the number and natures of 
the favours they have received; for which they are 
allowed to be their own vouchers. Wit, valour, 
and politeneſs, were likewiſe propoſed to be large- 
ly taxed, and collected in the ſame manner, by 
every perſon's giving his own word for the . 
e . 9 
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of what he ꝙꝓoſſeſſed. But as to honour, juſtice, 
wiſdom, and learning, they ſhould not be taxed at 
all; becauſe they are qualifications. of ſo ſingular a 
kind, that no man will either allow them in his 
neighbour, or value them in himſelf. | 
The women were propoſed to be taxed according 
to their beauty and kill. in dreſſing; wherein they 
had the ſame privilege with the men, to be deter- 
mined by. their owa judgement, Bot conſtancy, 
chaſtity, good ſenſe, and good nature, were not 
rated. . —5 they would not bear the charge of 
collecting. 

To keep ſenators in the intereſt of the crown, it 
was propoſed, that the members ſhould raffle for 
employments; every man firſt taking an oath, and 
giving ſecurity, that he would, vote for the court, 
whether he won or no; after which the loſers:had- 
in their turn the liberty of raffling upon the next 
vacancy. Thus hope and expectation would be- 
kept alive; none would complain of broken pro- 
miſes, but impute their diſappointmems wholly to 
fortune, whole ſhoulders are broader and ſtronger 
than thoſe: of a, rainiſtry, eee HY 

Another profeſſor thewed me. a large paper of 
inſtructions for diſcovering plots and conſpiracies» 
againſt the government. He adviſed great ſtateſ- 
men to examine into the diet of all ſuſpected per- 
ſons; their times of eating; upon which ſide they: 
lay in bed; with which hand they wiped their por 
ſteriors; to take a ſtrict view af their excrements, 
and, from the colour, the odour, the taſte, the, 


conſiſtence, the crudeneſs, or maturity of digeſtion, 


form a, judgement of their thoughts and deſigns. 
B:canſe. mem are never ſo ſerions, thoughtſul, and 
intent, as when they are at ſtool, which be found 
by frequent experiment: for in ſuch conjunctures, 
when he uſed merely as a trial to conſider why q 
was the beſt way of murdering the king, his ordure 
would have a tincture of green; but quite different, 
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when he thought paly of raiſing an inſurrection, or 
burning the metropolis. N 
The whole diſcourſe was written with great 
acuteneſs, containing many obſervations both cu- 
rious and uſeful for politicians ; but, as I concei- 
ved, not altogether compleat. This I veatured to 
tell the author, and offered if he pleaſed to ſupply 
him with ſome additions. He received my propo- 
ſition with more compliance, than is uſual among 
writers, eſpecially thoſe of the projecting ſpecies ; 
profefling he would be glad to receive farther in- 
formation. | 

I told him, that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by 
the natives called Langdon, where I had ſojourned 
ſome time in my travels, the bulk of the people 
conſiſt in a manner wholly of diſcoverers, witneſſes, 
informers, accuſers, proſecutors, evidences, ſwear- 
ers, together with their ſeveral ſubſervient and ſub 
altern inſtruments, all under the colours, the con- 
duct, and pay of miniſters of ſtate and their depu- 
ties. The plots in that kingdom are uſually the 
workmanſhip of thoſe perſons who deſire to raiſe 
their own characters of profound politicians ; to 
reſtore new vigour to a crazy adminiſtration ; to 
Rifle or divert general diſcontents; to fill their 
coffers with forfeitures; and raiſe or ſink the opi- 
nion of public credit, as either ſhall beſt anſwer 
their private advantage. It is firſt agreed, and ſet- 
tled among them, what 1 perſons ſhall be 
accuſed of a plot: then, effectual care is taken to 
fecure all their letters and papers, and put the own- 
ers in chains. "Theſe papers are delivered to a ſet 
ok artiſts, very dexterous in finding out the myſte- 
rious meanings of words, ſyllables, and letters; for 
inſtance, they can diſcover a cloſe-ſtool to ſignify a 
privy council; a flack of geeſe, a ſenate ; a lame 
dog “, an invader ; the plague, a ſtanding army; 


See the proceedings againſt Dr. Atterburv, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
State-Trials, vol. vi, | 8 
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a buzzard, a prime miniſter ; the gout, 'a high 
prieſt; a gibbet, a ſecretary of ſtate; a chamber- 
pot, a committee of grandees; a ſieve, a court- 
lady; a broom, a revolution; a mouſe-trap, an 
employment; a bottomleſs pit, a treaſury; a fink, 
a court; a cap and bells, a favourite; a broken 
reed, a court of juſtice ; an empty tun, a general ; 
a running ſore, the adminiſtration, . 
When this method fails, they have two others 
more effectual, which the learned among them call 
acroſtics and anogrums, Firſt, they can decypher 
all initial lerters into political meanings. Thus, N 
ſhall ſignify a plot, B, a regiment of horſe, L, a 
fleet at ſea: or, Secondly, by tranſpoſing the let- 
ters of the alphabet in any ſuſpected paper, they 
can lay open the deepeſt deſigns of a diſcontented 
party, So for example, if I ſhould fay in a letter 
to a friend, Our brother Tom has juſt got the piles, a 
ſkilful decypherer would diſcover, that the ſamg 
letters, which compoſe that ſentence, may be ana- 
lyſed into the following words, Re. plot 
is brought home —— The Tour. And this is the ana- 
grammatic method. | | IP 
The profeſſor made me great acknowledgements 
for communicating theſe obſervations, and promi- 
ſn to make honourable mention of me in his trea- 
tiſe. f | n xr 
I ſaw nothing in this country, that could invite 
me to a longer continuance, and began to think gf 
returning home to England, e | 
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The auther leaves 64: a arrives at Maldanada. No 
ſhip ready. He ta 
lis reception by the governour *.. 


- 


1 extends itſelf, as I have reaſon to believe, caſt- 


ward to that unknown tract of America weſtward. 


of California, and north to the Pacific Ocean, which 
is not above a hundred. and fifty miles from Laga- 
do; where there is a good port, and much com- 


merce with the great iſland of Luggnagg, ſituated 


to the north-welt about 29 degrees north latitude, 


3pd 140 longitude. This iſland of TA ſtands- 
5 


uth - eaſt ward of Japan, about an hundred leagues 
diſtant. There is a ſtrict alliance between the Ja- 
paneſe Emperor and the King of Luggnagg, which 
affords frequent opportunities of ſailing from one 
land to the other. I determined therefore to di- 
rect my courſe this way, in order to my return to 
Europe. I hired two mules, with a guide, to ſhew 
me the way, and carry my ſmall baggage, I took 
leave of my noble protector, who had ſhewn me ſo 


Gulliver ſeems to have finiſhed his voyage to Laputa in a careleſs 
hurrying manner; which makes. me almoſt think. that ſometimes, 
he was tired with his work, and attempted to run through it as faſt 
as he could, otherwiſe why was the curtain dropt ſo ſoon, or why 
were we feprived of ſo noble a ſcene as might have been diſcovered 
in the iſ and of Glubdubdrib, where the governour, by his ſkill in 
necroma!icy, had the power of calling whom he pleaſed from the 
dead, I have not time by this poſt to write to you my thoughts up- 
on a ſabject, which I confeſs awakened, but by no means ſatisfied my 
curioſi y. I lamented to find ſo many illuſtrious ghoſts vaniſh fo 
quickly. and. ſo abruptly from my ſight, many of whom were of the 
brighteft characters in hiſtory, In my next letter I ſhall endeavour 
to detain them a little longer in Leiceſter fields, than Swift ſuffered 
them to ſtay in the iſland of Sorcerers, Orrery, 

much 


5 @ ſhort voyage to Clubdubdrib. 


TK continent, of which this kingdom is a part, 
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much favour, and made me a generous preſent at 
my departure. ; 2 
My journey was without any accident or adven - 
ture worth relating. When I arrived at the port 
of Maldonada (for ſo it is called) there was no ſhip 
in the harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor like to 
be in ſome” time, The town is about as large as 
Portſmouth. I ſoon fell into ſome acquaintance, 
and was very hoſpitably received. A gentleman of 
diſtinction ſaid to me, that fince the ſhips bound 
for Luggnagg could not be ready in leſs than a 
month, it might be no diſagreeable amuſement for 
me to take a trip to the little ifland of Glubbdub - 
drib, about five leagues off to the ſouth-weſt. He 
offered himſelf and a friend to accompany me, and 
that I ſhould be provided with a ſmall- convenient. 
barque for the voyage. 
- Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as I can interpret the 
word, ſignifies the iſland of Sorcerers or Magi- 
tians. It is about one third as large as the Iſle of 
Wight, and extremely fruitful : it is governed by 
the head of a certain tribe, who are all magicians.. 
This tribe marries only among each other, and the 
eldeſt in fucceſſion is prince or governor. He hath 
2 noble palace, and a park of about three thouſand. 
acres, ſurrounded by a wall of hewn ſtone twenty 
feet high. In this park are ſeveral ſmall-incloſures: 
for caitle, corn, and gardening g. 
The governor and his family are ſerved and at- 
tended by domeſtics of a kind ſomewhat unuſual.: 
By his {kill-in necromancy, he hath a power of cal- 
ling whom he plcaſcth from the dead, and com- 
manding their ſervice for twenty-four. hours, but 
no longer; nor can he call the ſame perſons up a- 
gain in-leſs: than three months, except upon very 
extraordinary occaſions. J 
When we arrived at the iſland, which was about 
eleven in the morning, one of the-gentlemen, who 
accompanied me, went to the governor, Ry 
; . » a4 
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ſired admittance for a ſtranger, who came on pur- 

poſe to have the honour of attending on his high- 

neſs, This was immediatly granted, and we all 

three entered the gate of: the palace, between two 
rows of guards armed and dreſſed after a very an- 

tie manner, and ſomething in their countenances 
that made my fleſh crecp with a horror I cannot 

expreſs; We paſſed through ſeveral apartments 
between ſervants ot the fame ſort ranked on each 
fide, as before, till we came ta the chamber of pre- 
ſence, where, after three profound: obeyſances, and 
a few general queſtions, we were permitted to fit 
on three ſtools near the loweſt ſtep of his highneſs's 
throne, He underſtood the language of Balnibar - 
bi, although it were different from that of this 
ifland. He deſired me to give him ſome account of 
my travels; and, to let me ſee that I ſhould be treat- 
ed without ceremony; he diſmiſſed: all his atten- 
dants with a turn of his finger at which, to my 
great aſtoniſhment, they vaniſhed in an inſtant, 
like viſions in a dream, when we awake on a ſud- 
den. I could not recover myſelf in ſome time, till 
the governor aſſured me, that I ſhould: receive no 
hurt; and obſerving my two companions to be un- 
der no concern, who had been often entertained in 
the ſame manner, I began to take courage, and re. 
lated to his highneſs a ſhort hiſtory of my ſeveral 
adventures: yet not without ſome heſitation. and 
frequently looking behind me to the place, where 
I had ſeen thoſe domeſtic ſpectres. I had the ho- 
nour to dine with the governor, where a-new ſet 
of ghoſts ſerved up the meat, and waited at table. 
T now obſerved myſelf to be leſs terriſied than 1 
had been in the morning, I ſtayed till ſun- ſet, but 
humbly deſired his highneſs to excuſe me for not 
accepting his invitation of lodging in the palace. 
My two friends and J lay at a private houſe in the 
town adjoining, which is the capital of this little 
ifland ; and the next morning we. returned to pay 
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our duty to the governor, as he was pleaſed to 
command us. | 
After this manner we continued in the iſland for 
ten days, moſt part of every day with the governor, 
and at night in our lodging, 1 ſoon grew fo fami- 
liariſed to the fight of ſpirits, that after the third or 
fourth time they gave me no emotion at all: or if 


I had any apprehenſious left, my curioſity prevailed 


over them. For his highneſs the governor order- 
ed me to call up whatever perſons I would chuſe to 
name, and in whatever numbers, among all the 


dead, from the beginning ot the world to che pre- 


ſent time, and command them to anſwer any que- 
ſtions I ſhould think fit to aſk ; with this conditi- 
on, that my queſtions muſt be confined within the 
compals of the times they lived in. And one thing 
I might depend upon, that they would certainly 
tell me truth, for lying was a talent of no uſe in 
the lower world, I made my humble acknow- 
ledgments 40 his highneſs for ſo great a favour “. 
We were in a chamber, from whence there was a 
fair proſpect in the park. And, becauſe my firſt 
inclination was to be entertained with ſcenes of 


pomp and magaificence, I deſired to fee Alexander 
the Great at the head of his army, juſt after the 


battle of Arbela, which, upon a motion of the go- 
vernor's finger, immediately appeared in'a lar 

field under the window, where we ſtood. Alex- 
ander was called up into the room: it was with 
great diſficulty thar I underſtood his Greek, and 


-®, I believe: it would be impoſſhble to find. out the defign of Dr. 
Swift, in ſummoning, up a parcel of apparitions, that, from their 
behavicur, or from any thing they ſay, are almoſt of as little conſe- 
quehce as the photts in Gay's farce of the V hat de ye call ii. Per- 
baps Swift's general defign might be to arraign ihe conduct of emi- 
nent perſons atter their death, and to convey their names and ina» 
zes to puſterity deprived of thoſe falſe colours in which they former - 
ly appeared, If theſe were bis intentions, he has miſſed his aim; 
or at leaſt bas been ſo far carried away by bis diſp-ſition to raillery, 
that the moral which ought 10 ariſe from ſuch a ſable is buried in 


obſcuri ty. Orrery, 
had 
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had but little of my own. He aſſured me upon his 

honour, that he was not poiſoned, but died of a 

fever by exceſſive drinking +. | 
Next I ſaw Hannibal paſſing the Alps, who 


+ The ft airy ſubſtance introduce l is Alexander the Great. Af. 
ter a hint from Gulliver, that we have lot the true Greek idiom, 
the conqueror of the univerſe is made to declare upon his honour, 
« that he died by exceſſive drinking, not by poiſon.” A trifling 
and an improper obſervation, becauſe the appatidion is called up as he 
appeared at the head of his army, juſt after the battle of Arbela. [ 
own my expectations were great, when I found his appearance waz 
to be at that particular juncture. Or rather I could have wiſked to 
have ſeen him after the battle of ISSUS, when the temperate ue 
which he made of his victery, was highly worthy of imitation, 
Such a circumſiance might have graced his triumph. There are o- 
thers too in the hiſtorical records of him, that redound to his hy. 


nour. The tender regard which he ſhewed to Pindar, by ſparing the 


houſe of that poet, when be razed the city of Thebes, ſeems to de. 
mand perpetual gratitude from all ſucceeding bards, The manner 
in which he vifited the tomb of Achilles; the affection and reſpe& 
paid by him to Atiſtotle; the undaunted confidence placed in his 
phyfician Philip, are inſtances ſufficient to ſhew, that Alexander did 
not want ſome virtues of humanity. And wben we conſider ſeveral 


of his raſh actions of inebriety, they convince us how far the native 


excellencies of the mind may be cebaſed and changed by paſſiogs 
which too often attend ſucceſs and luxury, 


Utcungue defecere mores 
Dedecorant bene nals culpæ. 


i 


It is evident, that Swift had conceived an abſolute diſguſt to Alexan- 
der, whoſe character he aims to deſtroy, by touching it in fo ſlight a 
manner, that he puts me in mind of the viſit paid by Auguſtus Cz ar 
to Alexander's ſepulchre at Alexandria. Upon the Emperor's arri. 
val, the body of the Macedonian hero was found in its full dimen- 
ſions, but ſo tender, not» ithftarding all the form r embalming, that 
Cæſar, by touching only the ncſe of it, defaced the whole figure im - 
mediately, Orrery . 371 | 

In this paſſage there is a peculiar beauty, thovgh it is not di co- 
vered at ar haſty view, The appearznce of Alc xarder with a victo- 
rious army immediately after the battle of Arbela, produces only a 
declaration that he died by drunkenneſs; thus inadequate and ridicu- 
lous in the eye of reaſon is the ul imate purpoſe fer which Alexander 
with his army marched into a remote country, ſubverted a mighty 
empire, ard deluged a nation with blood; he gained no more than 
an epithet to his name, which atter a few repeiitions was no longer 
regarded even by himſelf : thus the purpoſe cf his reſurrection ap- 
pears to be at leaſt equally important with that of his life, upon 
which it is a ſatire not more bitter than juſt, _ | 14 
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told me, he had not a drop of vinegar in his 
camp“. 

* Cæſar and Pompey at the head of their 
troops juſt ready to engage. I ſaw the former in 
his laſt great triumph. I deſired, that the ſenate 
of Rome might appear before me in one large cham- 
ber, and a modern repreſentative in another. The 
firſt ſeemed to be an aſſembly of heroes and demi- 
gods, the other a knot of pedlars, pick-pockets, 
higwaymen, and bullies, 

The governor, at my requeſt, gave the ſign for 
Cæſar and Brutus to advance towards us. I was 
ſtruck with a profound veneration at the fight of 


* Hannibal ſeems to have been fummoned with no other view 
than to cenſure Livy the hiſtorian, It is not only improbable, but 
impoſlible, that Hannibal ſhould have carried a ſutficient quantity of 
vinegar for the purpoſe related by Livy ; but as vinegar will certainly 
ſoften and diſſolve ſtones, the experiment might have been improved 
or ſo contrived by Hannibal, as to appear to make an eaſy and expe- 
ditious opening through ſome particular paſſage already fitted for the 
purpoſe, Such a trial, practiſed in that age of darkneſs, and pro- 
perly managed, might have been univerſally received as a kind of 
miracle; ſo that Livy could ſcarce have avoided inſerting the report 
as an acknowledged truth: ſpecially as the fact itſelf ſeems to in- 
fer that the Romans were invincible, unleſs from ſome ſupernatural 
cauſe, Swift, no friend to military men, thinks the Carthaginian 
general unworthy of any further notice; and haſtens to call up the 
ſenate of Rome, This gives him an opportunity of being very ſe- 
vere upon a certain modern aſſembly, which he treats in a manner 
more reſembling the Cynic in his cell, than the froe - humoured Ra- 
belais in his eaſy chair, O very. 

Livy the Roman hiftorian has related that Hannibal burnt a great 
file of wood upon a rock that ſtopped his paſſage, and when it was 
thus heated peared « inegar upon it, by which it was made ſo ſoft as 
to be eaſily cut through, 

Gulliver's account of his entertainment at Glubbdubdrib is ſtrange- 
ly and whimſically diveriing, Alexander the Great, at the hea! of 
his army ju after the battle of Arbela, affured Gulliver upon his 
honour, that he was not pciloned, but died of a fever by exceſſive 
drinking. And afterwards Hannibal paſſing the Alps, declared to 
bim, that he had not a drop of vinegar in his camp, How ridicu- 
lous, how contemptible, are theſe plagues of the world, © theſe de- 
ſtroyers of the human race, when firipped of their royalty and com- 
mand, as well as their ability to perpetrate any further miſchief? 
Mors ſola fatetur a 

Quantula ſint bominum cor puſculs. Juv, ts 10. 
Von. V. M 


Brutus, 


cannot add a feventh*. | 
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Brutus, and could eaſily diſcover the moſt conſum. 
mate virtue, the greateſt intrepidity and firmneſs 
of mind, the-trueſt love of his country, and gene- 
ral benvolence for mankind, in every lineament of 
his countenance, I obſerved with much pleaſure, 
that theſe two perſons were in good intelligence with 
each other; and Cæſar freely confeſſed to me, that 
the greateſt actions of his own life were not equal, 
by many degrees, to the glory of taking it away, I 
had the honour to have much converſation with 


Brutus; and was told that his anceſtor Junius, So- 


crates, Epaminondas, Cato the younger, Sir 1ho-. 
mas More, and himſelf, were perpetually together: 
a /extumvirate to which all the ages of the world 


It 


* Pompey and Cæſar only appear to grace the entry of Brutus, 
who is Swift's favourite patriot, But as Cæſar generouſly confeſſed 
to Gulliver, “ that the greateſt actions of his life were not equal, by 
many degrees, to the glory of taking it away; it would have been 


a proper alleviation of the Dictator's crimes, to have acknowledged 


Him tbe greateſt ſtateſman, orator, and ſoldier of the age in which 
he lived; an age fertile of eminent men; an age when ambition was 
ſcarce looked upon as a crime; and when the Roman virtue (once 
the ſupport and preſervation of the commcn-wealth) was long fince 
lo in vice and luxury. At ſuch a time a fingle maſter was become 
necefiary z and Pompey wevld have ſeized the reins of government, 
had not Cæſar interpoſed, If the conſpirators had reſtored liberty to 
their country, their act had been completely glorious, and would have 
ſhewed, that Cæſar, not Rome, was degenerated. But if we ma 
judge from the conſzquences, Heaven diſzpproved of the deed. 
particular fate attended the conſpirators, not one of whom died a 
natural death, And even Brutus, perhaps recollecting in his laſt mo- 
ments the benefits which he had received from Czſar was ſtaggered 
in his thoughts of. virtue, and imagining himſelf deceived by a ſhadow, 
broke out into a pathetical expreflion:lignifying, ** that he had wor- 
«<*ſhipped virtue as a ſubſtance, and had found it only a ſhadow ;” 0 
that he ſeems to have wanted that fortitude of mind, which conſtant- 
1 attends ttue virtue to the grave, This defect in the ebaracter of 

rutus, is not improperly ex preſſed in the famous gallery of the Great 
Duke af Tuſcany, where there is a very fine head of Brutus, begun 
by Mcha el Angelo, but left unfiniſhed : under it is engraver upon a 
copper- plate this diſtich: f 


Dum Ba UT I effigiem ſculptor de marmore ducit 
In mentem 1 ebſlimit, - 
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It would be tedious to trouble the reader with re · 
lating what vaſt numbers of illuſtrious perſons were 
called up to gratify that inſatiable defire I had to 
fee the world in every period of antiquity ee 
| before 


Tf Brutus erreJ, it was from a wrong notion of virtue. The 
character of Cæſar is perhaps more amiable, but leſs perfect. His 
fault were great; however, many of them were foils to his virtues. 
A modern eminent writer has repreſented him as a glutton, He tells 
us, that when Cæſar went io the public feaſts, he confantly took a” 
vomit in the morning, with a deſign. to indulge himſelf with more 
keenneſs, and to increaſe his appetite fur the enſuing feat, The fact 
is true, but I would willingly believe the inference unjuſt, It is more 
= probable, that he practiſed this cuſtom by the advice of his phy- 

ians, who might direct ſuch a regimen, as the moſt certain and 
immediate preſervation againſt epileptic fits to which the Dictator 
was often liable, My honoured father, who was excelled by few phy- 
ficians in the theory of phyſic, has often told me, that thoſe kind 
of convulſionswere of ſach a nature as generally to come on after eat. 
ing, and more voilently if the ſtomach was overloaded. Cæfar was ſe 
careful in obſerving a decent digniry in his behaviour, that he dread- 
ed the ſhame of expoſing publicly this weakneſs in his coaſtitution z 
and therefore guarded againſt it in a prudent manner, which has fince- 
been conſti ued into a reproach. This ſurmiſe reſts upon the ſtrong» 
et foundation, as all authors agree, that he was moſt ſtrictly and te- 
markably abſtemious. 

In his public character, Cæſar appears a ſtrong example, how far 
the greateſt natural and acquired a. compliſhments may loſe their luſ- 
tre, when made ſubſervient to falſe glory, and an immdderate thirſt 
of power; as, on the other hand, tue hiſtory of Brutus may inſtruſt 
us, what unhappy effects the rigid exerci'e of ſuperior vittue, when 
miſapplied and carried too far, may produce in the moſt ſtedſaſt mind, 
or the ſouudeſt judgement. 

Gulliver has given to Brutus five companions, Junius Brutus, So- 
crates, Epaminondas, Cato the cenſor, and Sir Thomas More. Such 
a ſextumvirate is not eaſily to be increaſed : yet let me hope, that the 
reflection is too ſeverely critical, when he adds, © that all the ages 

' of the world cannot furniſh ont a ſeventb. Every age has produ- 
ced men of virtue and abilaies iz the higheſt degree, The race of 
mankin4 fince their firſt creation, have been always the ſame, The 
greateſt characters have been ble:ded with the greateſt faults, Poets 
and hiſtorians have ſingled out particular perſons for fame and im- 
mortality: they have adorned them with accompliſhments Which 
prong thy never poſſeſſed, while other men equally meritorious 
ve been filently buried ia oblivion, with only the felf-conſ:iouſ- 
2 2 — a rank among the companions of Brutus in the Ely · 
n fields. 
In this illuſtrious ſextumvirate, Socrates and Sir Thomas More 
F undoubtedly deſerve the pre-eminence, The extravagant virtue of 
M 2 Junius 
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before me. I chiefly fed mine eyes with beholding 
the deſtroyers of tyrants and uſurpers, and the re- 
ſtorers of liberty to oppreſſed and injured nations. 


But 


Junius Brutus is ſhocking to every parent, and every good. natured 
mind, The important ſervices of the father might juſtly have claim- 
ed from the public, the pardon of bis ſons: and, when his paternaÞ 
piety had ſaved their lives, his precepts and example might ſo effec- 
tually have reclaimed their errors, as to have made them become uſe. 
iul members of the commonwealth, I am fully perſuaded, that if 
Dr. Swift had been a father, we ſhould not have found the name of 
Junius Brutus where it is now placed. . 

In Epaminondas the Theban glory firſt appeared, and died. His 
own merit, in overcyming the greateſt difficulties, entirely fixed his 
reputation, A happy concurrence of circumſtances has often giver 
fame to others; but Epaminondas was indebted for his ſuperior cha- 
Tater, only to himſelf, 

I am in ſome doubt, whether Cato the cenfbr can fairly claim 2 
rank among ſo choice a group of gho!!s . He juſtly indeed condem · 
ned the luxury of the Romans, and he puniſhed their vices with an 
impartial ſeverity. But berein he ſeems to have indulged his own 
natural temper, rather than to have acted abſolutely from a love of 
virtue, He was a declared enemy to poetry, painting, and all the 
politer arts. He vas proud, vain, and moroſe. But above all, 

was ſb extremely avaricious, that Rhadamanthus, in the Archbi- 
ſhop of Cambray's dialogues of the dcad, after expreſſing ſome regard 
to his merits, tells him, as he was an ufurer, he could not be admit- 
ted into the Elyſian fields; and therefore orders him to kcep the pate 
4s porter, in which ſituation he might gratify the cenſoricuſneſs of 
his diſpoſition, by examining every ghoſt that attempted to come 
into Elyſium, and by ſhutting the door againft all thoſe who were not 
qualified for admittance. Rhadamanthus then gives him money, to 
pay Charon for ſuch paſſengers who were not able to pay for them- 
ſelves ; and at the ſame time declares, that he will puniſh him as a 
robber, if he offers to lend out that money upon uv iy, How very 
different are the ſentiments of Abp. Fenelon, and of Dr. Swift, in 
their judgement of Cato? The one thinks him unworthy of a place 
among milli»ns in Elyſium, white the other diſtinguiſhes him among 
the greateſt nen of antiquity. From this difſenſivn of opinions may 
be traced, perhaps, the particular temper both of the Archbiſhop and 
of the Dean; and from thence may be deduced the reaſon why the 
cenſor was eſteemed by the latter, and condemned by the former, Or- 


70 0. 


1 «© This note of his Lordſhip is an encomium on the judgemeat 
1 of our author, who knew that Cato the cenſor and Cato the young- 
« ex were very ditterent perſon*, and for good reaſons preferred the 

% latter“ 
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But it is impoſſible to expreſs the ſatisfaction I re- 
ceived in my own mind, after ſuch a manner as to- 
make it a ſuitable entertainment to the reader, 


20,2222... e705 
CHAP, VIII. 


# further account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient and. 
modern hiſtory corrected. 


"TAVING a deſire to ſee thoſe ancients; who 
were moſt renowned for wit and learning, I. 

ſt apart one day on purpoſe. * I. propoſed that 
Homer. 


The noble author finiſhes his remarks on this ſeventh chapter, by 
obſerving, that“ Gulliver, a'ter having taken a tranſient view of 
« numberleſs illuſtrious perſons, whom he does not name, cloſes the 
«chapter, and gives him an opportunity of finiſhing his letter; and 
then addreſſ-s his on thus: Late, very late, may you become a 
* choſt ! and when one, may you equab one of Swift's ſextumviratez-: 
1 and may his ghoſt (grown leſs cynical and bet: er inſtructed) rejoice - 
&* to admit you into the company, from which he has ſo "arbitrarily - 
«© excluded all future generations,” 

Gulliver has not excluded all future generations from adding to this 
ſextumvirate, For he ſpeaks only of the time paſt, What Cato's 
may appear to bleſs the world, and oppoſe the torrent of corruption, 
in after ages, God only knows, Swrſt, 

Gulliver, tired of heroes, changes the ſcene in this 8th chapter, 
and becomes curious to know the ſituation of poets and philoſophers, 
who, in their turn, have as eagerly contended for fame, as Ceſar 
did for power, or Brutus for liberty, He defires that Homer and A- 
riſtotle may make their appearance at the head of their commenta- 
tors. Homer,” ſays our traveller, „ was the taller and comlier 
* perſon of the two j walked very ere for one of bis age, and his 
« eyes were the moſt quick and piercing I ever beheld « * th 
certuin, that Homer has rather gained, than loſt vigour by his years, 
Twenty-ſix centuries have not unbraced his nerves, or given one 
wrinkle to his brow. And although Gulliver has beſtowed upon 
him the additional ornament of fine eyes, yet 1 am apt to think they 


_ + All that is meant by Gulliver is, that Homer had the moſt 
« quick and piercing genius of all human rave,” Swilt, 
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Homer and Ariſtctle might appear at the head of 


all their commentators ; but theſe were- ſo numer. 
ous, that ſome hundreds were forced to attend in 


the 


have made the figure of this divine old man leſs-awful : at leaſt I am 
glad that he wanted his eye ſight while he lived (fince it is impoſhble 
not to conchude from the productions of Homer and Milton, that the 
mind's eye becomes more intenſely diſcerning, when it is not inter- 


rupted by external objects. It is an old ob ervation, that Homer has 


nouriſhed more perſons than Sylla, Czſar, and Auguſtus ; and while 
their pictures have decayed, not a letter of the lHiad his been loſÞ 
The Grecian poet not only preſerves his original form, but breathes 
freely, and looks beautifully, in other languages; 2 happier metemp- 
ſychoſi: than Pythagoras ever dreamed of, However, if Homer was 
abſolutely obliged to wear the different dreſſes which have been given 
to him, he would ſometimes, I believe, find the motion of his 
limbs uneaſy and confined ; and would prefer his own {imple attire, 
even to the Girth-day ſuit which our Engliſh bard has given him. The 
commentators have done leſs honour to Homer, than the tranſlators, 
Some of thoſe learned pedants have entirely waſted their obſervations 
upon particles and words; others have run into a minute exactneſs, in 
comparing the propriety of his images; while others, again, have 
endeavoured to trace out from the Ijiad and Odyf: y, all the rudiments 
of arts and ſciences. Some there are who dwell on ſuch narrow 
circumſtances as were neglected by Homer and can only be ſuitable 
to their own confined gentus, They are not able to purſue him in 
bis ſablime flights, and attempt therefore to bring him upon a level 
with themſeives. Their low mechanical notions remind me of an 
abſurd problem, propoſed by the famous Monſ. Huet, whether the 
Iliad might not be written upon vellum in ſo ſmall a hand, that the 
. whole might be contained within a nut-ſhell ? This important quef- 
tion is ſaid to have engaged the thoughts and attention of the French 
court, and gives us a true picture of a laborious, taſteleſs critic, upon 
Homer. The Dauphin and his train, are for putting the | Iliad into 
a nut-ſhell, when Alexander and his courtiers choſe the richeſt and 
moſt curious cabinet of Darius, as the only proper repoſitory for Ho- 
mer's works, a | | 
Homer and Ariſtotle were as oppoſite as poſſible in their characters: 
but Dr. Swift has placed them toget er, chiefly with a v.ew of ſhew- 
ing their commentators in that juſt and ridiculous light in which 
thoſe ſcholizſts ought to appear. When an aye is bleſſed with the 
productions of an uncemmon genius, ſuch as reſembles Homer, it 
muſt, in ſume meaſure, be puniſhed by bad imitations and comments; 
in the ſame manner that you may have obſerved the ſun, by its beat 
and influence, raiſing vapours, and animaiing inſets, that infeQ, 
and perhaps corrupt the air, in which he ſhines with ſo much luſtre, 
But when an original admired author, as Ariſtotle, is really errone · 
ous, and deceives with falſe ſpecious principles, what a train of errors 
muſt ariſe from commentators on ſuch ſubjects, who while they en- 


deavour 
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the court and outward rooms of the palace. I 
knew and could diſtinguiſh thoſe two heroes at 
firſt fight, not only from the crowd, but from 
each other. Homer was. the taller and comlier 
perſon. of the two, walked very erect for one of his 
age, and his eyes were the moſt quick and piercing 
Lever beheld, Ariftotle ſtooped much and made 
uſe of a ſtaff. His viſage was meagre, his hair 
laok and thin, and his voice hollow *,. I ſoon diſ- 

| | covered 


deayour to purſue and extend a pleaſing inchanted proſpect, that has 
no real foundation, deviate into a dark, diſagrecable road of briers 
and thorns ? It is on this account, that the Dean has introduced 
Ariſtotle in company with Homer, Orrery. | 
; * This deſcription of Axiſtotle is fine, and in a few words, repre» 
ſents the true nature of his works, By not having the itnmortal ſpi- 
rit of Homer, he was unable to keep his body ere; and his ſtaff, 
which feebly ſupported him, like his commentators, made this defect 
more conſpicuous, He wanted not ſome uleful qualities : but theſe 
real ornaments, like his hair, were thin and ungraceful T. His ſtyle 
was harſh, and like his voice, had neither force nor harmony, He 
was without doubt a man of great genius and penetration; but he 
did infinitely more preju4ice than ſervice to real literature, He ſtu- 
died words more than facts; and delivered his philoſophy perplexed 
with ſuch intricate logical terms, as have laid a foundation for the 
endleſs ſcholaſtic diſputations which have corrupted and retarded the 
progreſs of learning. He waged war with all his predeceſſors, He 
never quotes an author but with a view to refute his opinion, Like 
the Ottoman emperor, he could not reign in ſafety, till he had firſt 
deftroyed his brethren, He was as ambitious in ſcience, as his pu- 
pil Alexander was in arms, He aimed to be a deſpotic orginal; and 
not only to be the prince, but the tyrant of philoſophy, What then 
can be expected from the commentators of his works, who were de- 
void of his ingenuity, and poſſeſſed all his intricate follies? Ramos 
with bis covert ignorance, and Scotus and Aquinas, with their ſub- 
divifions and imaginary nothings, muſt make a contemptible ſigure in 
the Elyſian fields, which are the ſuppoſed manſions of chearfulneſs, 
truth and candour, and conſequently muſt be a very improper ſituati- 
on for that tribe of philoſophers, Orrery. ; | 
In Gulliver's portrait of Homer, we obſerve all the marks and de- 
lineations of quickneſs, genius, and fire, accompanied with an ex- 
quiſite power and felicity, in the communication of his ideas, with 
e - force, unto the ſouls of his auditors, Swift's portrait of 
Ariſtotle is equally ſtrong and maſterly. He ſtooped much, ſaith he, 


* In this the noble commentator ſeems to be miſtaken ; for it 
cannot be believed, that Ariſtotle's real ornaments, however few, 
were ungraceful.“ ny | 
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covered that both of them were perfect ſtrangers to 
the reſt of the company, and Lad never ſeen by: 
heard of them before. And I had a whiſper from 
a ghoſt, who ſhall be nameleſs, that theſe com- 
mentators always kept in the moſt diftant quarters 
from their principals in the lower world, through 
a conſciouſneſs of ſhame and' guilt, becauſe th 
had ſo horribly miſrepreſented the meaning of thoſe. 
authors to poſterity; introduced Didymus and 
Euſtathius to Homer, and prevailed on him to treat 
them better than perhaps they deſerved, for he 
ſoon found they wanted a genius to enter into the 
ſpirit of a poet. But Ariſtotle was out of all pati- 
ence with the account I gave him of Scotus and 
Ramus, as I preſented them to him, and he aſked 
them whether the reſt of the tribe were as great 
dunces as themſelves, 
I then deſired the governor to call up Deſcartes: 
and Gaſſendi, with whom 41 prevailed to explain 
their ſyſtems to Ariſtotle, This great philoſopher 


and made uſe of a ſtaff z that is, he thought, he conſidered, he ro- 
minated, be pondered deeply on the molt intricate and abſtruſe points 
relating to the ſciences; and, by the force of reaſoning, which is 
meant 2 flaft, he cleared his way through briers and thorns, un- 
til he ſtruck into the road which lads to ſcience and philoſophy, 
The, remaining part of Ariſtotle's, portrait, is only the repreſen'ation 
of an abſtratted ſcholar, worn away and decayed «ith years, hard ſtu- 
dy, necturnal lucubrations, and the want of bodily exexciic. 

Some would make Swift treat Ariſtotle with very little reſpect. 
But, on the contrary, Swift admires Ariſtotle beyond all the philo- 
ſophers which had appeared in the world, from, the days of Alex - 
ander the Great to the moment he was then writing; I had almoſt 
aid, even to the contempt of all others, not excepting Deſcartes, 
Gailend:, and the famous Sir. Iſaac Newion.— From a little book 
of inſtructions which Dr, Swift was pleaſed to draw up for the uſe 
of a lady, || ſhall, in his own words, give his real opinion of Ari- 
otle. © Ariſtotle, the diſciple of P.ato, and, tutor to Alexander 
« the Great, His followers were called Peripate!iss, from a Greek 
« word which ſignifies to walk ; becauſe he taught bis diſciples wall - 
« ing. We have not all his-works; and forme of thoſe which are 
& imputed to him, are ſuppoſed not genuine, He writ upon /egir, 
« ot the att of reaſoning; upon moral and natural phil:ſophy 3 upon 
« qratory, fortry, etc. and ſeems to be a perſon of the "I compre 
e benſtve genius that ever lived,” Swift. | 
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freely acknowledged his own miſtakes in natural 
philoſophy, becauſe he proceeded in many things 
upon conjecture, as all men muſt do; and he 
found that Gaſſendi, who had made the doctrine 
of Epicurus as palatable as he could, and the vor- 
tices of Deſcartes, were equally to be exploded *. 
He predicted the fame fate to attraction, _— 

| | A 


I believe you will find, that Ariſtotle is fill to be preferred to 

Epicurus. The former made ſome uſeful experiments and diſcoveries 
and was engaged in a real purſuit of knowledge, although his man- 
ner is much perplexed, e latter was full of vanity and ambition, 
He was an impoſtor, and only aimed at deceiving, He ſeemed not 
to believe the principles which he has aſſerted, He committed the 
government of all things to chance, His natural philoſophy is abſurd, 
His moral philoſophy wants its proper baſis, the fear of God, M. 
Bayle one of his warmeſt advocates is of this laſt opinion, where he 
fays, On ne ſcaurcit pas dire afſez de bien de I bennetetè de ſes meeurs, 
ni affſez de mal de ſes — 5 la religion, His general maxim, that 
happineſs conſiſted in pleaſnre, was too much unguarded, and muſt 
lay a foundation of a moſt deſtructive practiee: although from his 
temper and conſtitution, he made his ations ſufficiently pleaſurable 
to himſelf, and agreeable to the rules of true philoſophy, His for- 
tune exempted him from care and ſolici ude; his valetudinarian ha- 
bit of body, from intemperance, He paſſed the greateſt part of his 
time in his garden, where he enjoyed all the elegant amuſ: ments of 
life. There he ſtudied ; there he taught his philoſophy, This par- 
ticulat happy ſituation greatly contributed to that tranquility of mind, 
and indolence of body, which be made his chief ends. He had not 
however reſolution ſufficient to meet the gradual approaches of death, 
and wanted that conſtancy which Sir William Temple aſcribes to 
kim: for, in his laſt moments, when he found that his condition 
was deſperate, he took fuch large draughts of wine, that he was ab- 
ſolutely intoxicated, and deprived of his ſenſes ; ſo that he died more 
like a Bacchanal than a philoſopher; to which the epigram alludes, - 
| | Hine ftygias ebrius bouſit aquas. 
I ſhould not have ventured imo this eriticiſm and cenſure uporr 
theſe ancient philofophers, if my opinion was not in a great meaſure 
ſupported by Lord Bacon, who as he was certainly the moſt accurate: 
judge of this ſubject, might be perhaps, from that pre-eminence, too 
ſevere a critic. It muſt be owned, that Epicurus in particular has! 
many followers and admirers among the ancients; and among the 
moderns, Cicero commends him for cultivating his friendſhips in 
the moſt exquiſite: manner, The book lies open before me, and I 
will tranſcribe the words, De qua I ami. i ia] Epicurus quidem ita di 
ct, omnium rerum-guas ad beate v ivendum ſapientia comparaverit, nibil 
Me majus amicitia, nibil uber ius, nibil juoundius; negue vero hoo oratione 
folum, ſed nults magix wita, et fatis, et mor ibus, comprobavit, Diogenes 
Lertius praiſes his virtue and learning, In the Auguſtan age the 

5 great- 
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the preſent learned are ſach zealous aſſertors. He 
faid, that new ſyſtems of nature were but new fa- 
ſhions, which would vary in every age: and even 
thoſe, who pretend to demonſtrate them from ma- 
thematical principles, would flouriſh but a ſhort 
period of time, and be out of vogue when that was 
determined, 


I have ſpent five days in converſing with many 
others of the ancient learned. I ſaw moſt of the 
firſt Roman emperors. I prevailed on the gover- 
nor to call up Eliogabalus's cooks to dreſs us a din. 
ner, but they could not ſhew us much of their {kill 
for want of materials.” A helot of Agefilaus: made 


greateſt names are inſerted among his followers, , Cæſar, Atticus, 

Mecenas, Lucretius, Virgil and Horace, embraced his philoſophy, 
und gave a luſtre to his ſet and doctrines. Sir William Temple 
ſays, © that he wonders why ſuch ſharp invectives were ſo general - 
% ly made againſt Epicurus, by the ages that followed him; eſpe- 
, ©© cially as his admirable wit, felicity of expreſſion, excellence of na- 

ture, ſweetneſs of converſaticny temperance of life, and-conſtancy 

« of death, made him ſo much beloved by his friends, admired by 
% his ſcholars, and honoured by the Athenians,” Sir William- 

Temple imputes this injuſtice “ to the envy and maliguity of the 

* Stoics, and to ſome groſs pretenders, who aſſumed the denomina- 
« tionof that ſet z who miſtook his favourite principle, [TuAr 
ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE, ]“ by confining it 
* to ſenſual pleaſure only. To theſe ſucceeded the Chriſtians, who 
c eſteemed his principles of natural philoſophy more oppoſite to thoſe 
« of our religion, than either the Platoniſts, the Peripatetics, or 
et even the Stoics themſelves.” This is the opinion, and theſe ate 
almoſt the exact words of the great Sir William Temple. 

Swift equally explodes Epieurus, and- the more modern philoſo- 

phers Deſcartesand Gaſſendi. . 55 

Deſcartes was a knight errant in philoſophy, perpetually miſtaking 
windmills for giants yet by the ſtrength of a warm imagination, he 
ſarted ſome opinions, which probably put Sir Iſaac Nevton and others 
on making many experiments that produced moſt uſeful diſcoveries. 

Gaſſendi was eſteemed one of the greateſt ornaments of France, 

He was a doctor of divinity, and royal profeſſor of mathematics, He 
was born in Provence in 1592, and died in 1655, With great in- 
duſtry he celly&ed whatever related to the perſon and to the philoſo- 

y of Epicurus; the latter of which he has reduced into a complete 
ſtem. 

5 I have now curſorily gone through the characters of ſuch ghoſls, 
as are nominally ſpecified by Gul liver. I may be wrong either in my 
account or in my obſervations: and I ſhall rejoice to be confuted by 
you in any point of learning whatever, Orrery. 
us 
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us a diſh of Spartan broth, but I was not able to 
t down a ſecond ſpoonful. 4 
The two gentlemen, who conducted me to the 
iſland, were preſſed by their private affairs to re- 
turn in three days, which I employed in ſeeing ſome 
of the modern dead, who had made the greateſt 
figure for two or three hundred years paſt in our 
own and other countries of Europe; and having 
been always a great admirer of old illuſtrious fa- 
milies, I deſired the governour would call up a do 
zen or two of kings, with their anceſtors in order 
for eight or nine generations. But my diſappoint- 
ment was grievous and unexpected. For, inſtead 
of a long train with royal diadems, I ſaw in one fa- 
mily two fidlers, three ſpruce courtiers, and an 
Italian prelate, In another, a barber, an abbot, 
and two cardinals, I have too great a veneration 
for crowned heads to dwell any longer on fo nice a 
ſubject. But as to counts, marquiſes, dukes, earls, 
and the like, I was not ſo ſcrupulous. And, I 
confeſs, it was not without ſome pleaſure, that I 
found myſelf able to trace the particular features, 
by which certain families are diſtinguiſhed up to 
their originals, I could plainly diſcover from 
whence one family derives a long chin, why a ſe- 
cond hath abounded with knaves for two genera- 
tions, and fools for two more; why a third hap- 
pened to be crack-brained, and a fourth to be ſhar- 
pers; whence it came, what Polydore Virgil ſays 
of a certain great houſe, Nec vir fortis, nec femina 
cala; how cruelty, falſhood, and cowardice, grew - 
to be characteriſtics, by which certain families are 
diſtinguiſhed as mych as by their coats of arms ; 
who firſt brought the pox into a noble houſe, 
which hath, lincally deſcended in ſcrophulous tu - 
mours to their. poſterity. Neither could I wonder 
at all this, when I ſaw ſuch an interruption of line- 
ages by pages, Iacqueys, valets, coachmen, game- 
tiers, Hidlers, players, captains, and pick, pockets. 
I was 
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I was chiefly diſguſted with modern hiſtory. For 
having ſtrictly examined all the perſons of greateſt 
name in the courts of princes for an hundred years 
paſt, I found how the world had been miſled 
proſlitute writers to aſcribe the ** exploits in 
war to cowards, the wiſeſt counſel to fools, ſince- 
rity to flatterers, Roman virtue to betrayers of their 
country, piety to atheiſts, chaſtity to Sodomites, 
truth to informers : how many innocent and ex- 
cellent perſons had been condemned to death or 
baniſhment by the practiſing of great miniſters upon 
the corruption of judges, and the malice of facti- 
ons : how many villains had been exalted to the 
higheſt places of truſt, power, dignity, and profit: 
how great a ſhare in the motions and events of 
courts, , councils, and ſenates, might be challenged 
by bawds, whores, pimps, paraſites, and buffoons : 
how low an opinion I had of human wiſdom and 
integrity, when I was truly informed of the ſprings 
and motives of great enterprizes and revolutions in 
the world, and of the contemptible accidents to 
which they owed their ſucceſs. Paid, {4h 
Here I diſcovered the roguery and ignorance of 
thoſe, who pretend to write anecdotes, or ſecret 
hiſtory ; who ſend ſo many kings to their graves 
with a cup of poiſon ; will repeat the diſcourſe be- 
tween a prince and chief miniſter, where no witneſs 
was by; unlock the thoughts and cabinets of am- 
baſſadors and ſecretaries of ſtate; and have the per- 
petual misfortune to be miſtaken. Here J diſco- 
vered the true cauſes of many great events that have 
ſurpriſed the world ; how a whore can govern the 
back-ftai:'s, the back-ſtairs a council, and the coun · 
eil a ſenate, A general confeſſed in my preſence, 
that he got a victory purely by the force of cowar- 
dice and ill- conduct: and an admiral, that, for 
want of proper intelligence, he beat the enemy, to 
whom he intended to betray the fleet. I hree kings 
proteſted to me, that, in their whole reigns, they 
” never 
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never did once prefer any perſon of merit, unleſs 


by miſtake, or treachery of ſome miniſter in whom 
they confided : neither would they do it if they 
were to live again; and they ſhewed, with great 
ſtrength of reaſon, that the royal throne could not 
be ſupported without corruption, becauſe that po- 
five, confident, reſtive temper, which virtue in- 
fuſed into a man, was a perpetual clog to public 
buſineſs. 


I had the curioſity to inquire in a particular man- 


ner, by what method great numbers had procured 
ro themſelves high titles of honour and prodigious 
eſtates; and I confined my enquiry to a very mo- 
dern period, however without grating upon preſent 
times, becauſe I would be ſure to give no offence 
even to foreigners ; for I hope the reader need not 
to be told, that I do not in the leaſt intend my 
own country in what I ſay upon this occaſion. A 
great number of perſons concerned were called up, 
and upon a very flight examination diſcovered ſuch 
a ſcene of infamy, that I cannot reflect upon it 
without ſome ſeriouſneſs, Perjury, oppreſſion, ſu- 


bornation, fraud, pandariſm, and the like infirmities, 


were amongſt the moſt excufable arts they had to 
mention; and for thefe I gave, as it was reaſona- 
ble, great allowance. But when ſome confeſſed 
they owed their greatneſs and wealth to ſodomy, or 
inceſt ; others to the proſtituting of their own 
wives and daughters; others to the betraying their 
country or their prince; ſome to poiſoning, more 
to the perverting of juſtice in oxder to deſtroy the 
innocent; I hope I may be pardoned, if theſe diſ. 
coveries inclined me a little to abate of that pro- 
found veneration, which I am naturally apt to pay 
to perſons of high rank, who ouzht to be treated 
with the utmoſt reſpect due to their ſublime dignity 
by us their inferiors, " | 

I had often read of ſome great ſervices done to 
princes and ſtates, and deſired to ſee the perſons by 
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whom thoſe ſervices were performed. Upon en- 
quiry I was told, that their names were to be found 
on no record, except a few of them, whom hiſto- 
ry hath repreſented as the vileſt rogues: and trai- 
tors. As to the reſt, I had never once heard of 
them. They all appeared with dejected looks, and 
in the meaneſt habit, moſt of them telling me they 
died in poverty and diſgrace, and the reſt on a 
ſcaffold or a gibbet. | 
Among others there was one perſon, whoſe caſe 
appeared a little ſingular. He had a youth about 
eighteen years old ſtanding by his ſide. He told me 
he had for many years been commander of a ſhip; 
and in the ſea-fight at Actium had the good fortune 
to break through the enemy's great line of battle, 
{ink three of their capital ſhips, and take a fourth, 
which was the ſole cauſe of Anthony's flight, and 
© of the victory that enſued; that the youth ſtanding 
by him, his only ſoo, was killed in the action. He 
added, that upon the confidence of ſome merit, the 
war being at an end, he went to Rome, and ſolli- 
cited at the court of Auguſtus to be preferred to a 
greater ſhip, whoſe commander had been killed; 
but, without any regard to his pretenſions, it was 
given to a boy, who bad never ſeen the ſea, the fon 
of Libertina, who waited on one of the Emperor's 
miſtreſſes. Returning back to his dyn veſlel, he 
was charged with negle& of duty, and the ſhip 
given to a favourite page of Publicola, the vice-ad- 
miral; whereupon he retired tio a poor farm at a 
oreat.diſtance from Rome, and there ended his life, 
1 was ſo curious to know the truth of this ſtory, 
that 1 deſired Agrippa might be called, who was 
admiral in that fight. He appeared, and confirmed 
the whole account, but with much more advantage 
to the captain, whoſe modeſty had extenuated or 

concealed a great part of his merit. 
I was ſurpriſed to find corruption grown fo high 
and ſo quick in that empire, by the ſorce of luxu+ 
F 3 
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ry ſo lately introduced, which made me leſs won- 
| der at many parallel caſes in other countries, where 
© vices of all kinds have reigned ſo much longer, 
and where the whole praiſe, as well as pillage, hath 
] been ingroſſed by the chief commander, who per- 
i haps had the leaſt title to either. 
i As every perſon called up made exactly the ſame 
: appearance-he had done in the world, it gave me 
melancholy reflexions to obſerve, how much the 
race of human kind was degenerated among us 
within theſe hundred years paſt. How the pox, 
under all its conſequences and denominations, had 
| altered every lineament of an Engliſh countenance ; 
; ſhortened the fize of bodies, unbraced the nerves, 
| relaxed the ſinews and muſcles, introduced a fallow 
| complexion, and rendered the fleſh looſe and ran- 
cid. | e | 7 
6 I deſcended ſo low as to defire, that ſome Eng- 
liſh yeomen of the old. ſtamp might be ſummoned 
to appear; once fo famous for the ſimplicity of 
| their manners, diet, and dreſs; for juſtice in their 
| dealings; for their true ſpirit of liberty; for their 
valour and love of their country. Neither could 1 
be wholly unmoved, after comparing the ling 
with the dead, when I conſidered how all thote 
pure native virtues were proſtituted for a piece ot 
money by their grand · children, who, in felling their 
votes, and managing at elections, have acquired 
every vice and corruption that can poſſioly be learned 
Ma court. y | 
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CHAP: IX. 


The anthor returns to Maldonada. Sails to the kings 
dom of Luggnagg. The author confined. He is 
ſent ſor to court, The manner of his admittance, 
The King's great lenity io his ſubjects. | 


HE day of our departure being come, I took 
leave of his Highneſs, the governor of Glub- 
dubdribb, and returned with my two companions 
to Maldonada, where after a fortnight's waiting, a 
ſhip was ready to fail for Luggnagg. The two 
| gentlemen, and ſome others, were ſo generous and 
kind as to furniſh me with proviſions, and ſee me 
on board. I was a month in this voyage. We had 
one violent ſtorm, and were under a neceſſity of 
ſteering weſtward to get into the trade wind, which 
holds tor above ſixty leagues. On the 21ſt of April, 
1708, we ſailed into the river of Clumegnig, which 
is a ſca · port town at the ſouth-caſt point of Lugg- 
nagg. We caſt anchor within a league of the rown, 
and made a ſignal for a pilot. Two of them came 
on board in leſs than half an hour, by whom we 
were guided between certain ſhoals and rocks, 
which are very dangerous in the paſſage, to a large 
baſin, where a ficet may ride in ſafety within a ca- 
ble's length of the town wall. | 
Some of our ſailors, whether out of treachery or 
inadvertence, had informed the pilots that I was a 
ſtranger and a great traveller; whereof theſe gave 
notice to a cuſtom-houſe officer, by whom I was 
examined very ſtrictly upon my landing. This offi- 
cer ſpoke to me in the language of Balnibarbi, 
which by the force of much commerce is generally 
underſtood in that town, eſpecially by Cy" 
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thoſe employed in the cuſtoms. I gave him a ſhort 
account of ſome particulars, and made my ſtory as 
plauſible and conſiſtent as I could; but I thought 
it neceſſary to diſguiſe my country, and call myſelf 
an Hollander, becauſe my intentions were for Ja-- 
pan, and I knew the Dutch were the only Europe- 
ans permitted to enter into that kingdom, I there- 
fore told the officer, that having been ſhipwrecked 
on the coaſt of Balnibarbi, and caſt on a rock, I 
was received up into Laputa, or the flying iſland, 
(of which he had often heard,) and was now endea- 
vouring to get to Japan; from whence I might find 
a convenience of returning to my own country.. 
The officer ſaid, I muſt be confined till he could 
receive orders from court, for which he would. 
write immediately, and hoped to receive an anſwer. 
in a fortnight. I was carried o a convenient lodg- 
ing with a centry placed at the door; however, I 
had the liberty of a large garden, and was treated: 
with humanity enough, being maintained all the- 
time at the King's charge. I was invited by ſeveral: 
perſons, chiefly out of curioſity, becauſe it was re- 
ported that I came from countries very remote, of: 
which they had never heard. 

I hired a young man, who came in the ſame ſhips 
to be an interpreter : he was a native of Luggnagg 
but had lived ſome years at Maldonada, and was a 
perfect maſter of both languages. By his aſſiſtance 
| was able to hold a.converiation with thoſe who 
came to viſit me; but this conſiſted only of their 
queſtions and my anſwer s. | 

The diſpatch came from court about the time we: 
expected. It contained a warrant for conducting 
me and my retinue to Traldragdubh, or Trildrog- 

drib, for it is pronounced both ways, as near u as I. 
can remember, by a party of ten horſe, All. my. 
retinue was that poor lad for an interpreter, hom 
perſuaded into my ſervice, and at my humble re- 
queſt we had each af us a mule to ride on. A: 

5 N. 3 meſſeng 
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meſſenger was diſpatched half a day's journey be- 


fore us to give the King notice of my approach, 


and to 'defire that his Majeſty would pleaſe to ap- 
point a day and hour, when it would be his graci- 
ous pleaſure, that I might have the honour to lick 
the duſt before his footftool. | This is the court ſtyle, 
and I found it to be more than matter of form, 
For, upon my adniittance two days after my arri- 
val, I was commanded to crawl upon my belly, and 
lick: the floor as I advanced; but, on account of 
my being'a ſtranger, care was taken to have it made 


ſ o clean, that the duft was not offenſive. However, 


this was a peculiar grace, not allowed to any but 


perſons of the higheſt rank, when they defire an 
admittance, Nay, ſometimes the floor is. ſtrewed 


with duſt on purpoſe, when the perſon to be ad- 


mitted happens to have powerful enemies at court 


And I have feen a great Jord with his mouth ſo 
<rammed, that, when he had crept to the proper 
diſtance from the throne, he was not able to ſpeak 


_ a word, Neither is there any remedy ; becauſe it 
is capital-for thoſe who receive an audience, to ſpit 


or wipe their mouths in his Majeſty's preſence, 
There is indeed another cuſtom. which I cannot al- 
together approve of; when the king hath a mind 
to put any of his nobles to death in a gentle, indul- 
gent manner, he commands the floor to be ſtrewed 
with a certain brown powder of adeadly compoſition, 
which being licked up iofallibly kills him in twenty- 
four hours. Bur, in juſtice to this prince's great 


dclemency, and the care he hath of his ſubjects lives, 


(wherein it were much to be wiſhed, that the mo- 
narchs of Europe would imitate him) it muſt be 
mentioned for his honour, that ſtrict orders are 
given to have the infected parts of the floor well 
waſhed after every ſuch execution; which if his 


domeſtics neglect, they are in danger of incurring. 


his royal diſpleaſure. I myſelf heard him give di- 


rections, that one of his pages ſhould be whipt, 
| | l whoſe 
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whoſe turn it was to give notice about waſhing the 
floor after an execution, but maliciouſly had omit - 
ted it, by which negle& a young lord of great 
hopes coming to an audience was unfortunately, 
poiſoned, although the King at that time had no 
deſign againſt his life. But this good prince was 
ſo gracious as to forgive the poor page his whipping, 
upon promiſe that he would do ſo no more without 
ſpecial orders. | a 

To return from this digreſſion; when I had 
crept within four yards of the throne, I raiſed my- 
ſelf gently upon my knees, and then, ſtriking my 
forchead ſeven times againſt the ground, I pro- 
nounced the following words, as they had been 
taught me the night betore, 1kpling g'ofthrobb. ſquut 
ſerumm blhiop mlaſbnalt zuin tnoabalkuffh ſliophad 
gurdlubh aſbt. his is the comphment eſtabliſhed = 

by. the laws of the land for all perſons admincd to- 
the King's preſence., It may be rendered into Eng- 
liſh thus: May your ecleſtial Majeſty outlive the ſun, 
eleven moons and a half. To this the King returned. 
ſome anſwer, which although I could not under» 
ſtand, yet 1 replied as 1 had been directed: Flute 
drin yalerick dwuldom praſtrad mirpuſb, which pro» 
perly ſignifies, my tongue is in the mouth of my friend; 
and by this expreflion was meant, that. I deſired- 
leave to bring my interpreter z. whereupon the young: 
man already mentioned was accordingly introduced, 
by whoſe intervention | anſwered as many.queſtipns 
as his Majeſty. could put in above an hour. I ſpoke 
in the Baluibarbian tongue, and my interpreter de- 
livered my meaning in that of Laggnagg 

The King was much delighted with my company, 
and ordered his Bliſſmarklub, or high. chamberlain, 
to appoint a lodging in the court for me and my 
interpreter, with a daily allowance for my table, 
' and a large purſe of gold for my common expences. 

I ſtayed three months in this country out of per-- 
fe& obedience to his Majeſty, who was pleaſed 

N highly 
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highly to favour me, and made me very honoura- 

dle offers. But I thought it more conſiſtent with 

prudence and' juſtice to-paſs the remainder of my 
days with my wife and family. f 


e 


The Luggnuggians commended. A particular diſcrip- 
tion of the Struldbrugs, with many converſations 
- between the author aud ſome emiment perſons upon 
' that ſubjedt, © b i 


HE Luggnuggians are a polite and generous 

people; and although they are not without 
fome ſhare of that pride, which is peculiar to all 
eaſtern countries, yet they ſhew themſelves courte- 
| ous to ſtrangers, eſpecially ſueh who are counte- 
nanced by the court, I had many acquaintance 
among perſons of the beſt faſhion, and being al- 
ways attended by my interpreter, the converſation 
we had was not diſagreeable. 

One day, in much good company, I was aſked 
by a perſon of quality, whether I had ſeen any of 
their Struldbrugs or immortals. I ſaid, 1 had not; 
and defired he would explain to me, what he meant 
by ſuch an appellation applied to a mortal creature. 
He told me, that ſometimes, though very rarely, 
a child happened to be born in a family with a red 
h EAR '_ » Girculas, 


Tue deſcription of the Struldbrugs is an iaſtructive piece of mo- 
ly. For if we conſider it in a ſerious light, it tends to reconcile us 
to our ſi nal diſſolution. Death, when ſet in contraſt to the immor- 
tality of the Struldbrugs,. is no longer the king of terrors-: he loſes 
his ſting; he appears to us as a friend, and we chearfully obey his 
ſummons, becauſe it brings certain relief to theſgreateſt miſeries. It 
is in this deſcription, that Swift ſhines in a paſticular manger. He 
probably felt in himſelf the effects of approaching age, and _ 
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circular ſpot in the forehead directly over the left 
eye · brow, which was an infallible mark, that it 
ſhould never die. The ſpot, as he deſcribed it, was 
about the compaſs of a filver three pence, but in 
the courſe of time grew larger, and changed its co- 
lour;. for at twelve years old it became green, fo 
continued ll five and twenty, then turned to a 
deep blue ; at five and forty it grew coal black, and 

as large as* an Engliſh ſhilling ; but never admitted 
any farther alteration. He ſaid, theſe births were 
fo rare, that he did not believe there could be above 
eleven hundred Struldbruggs of both ſexes in the 
whole kingdom, of which he computed about fifty 


in the metropolis, and among the reſt a young girl 


born about three years ago: that theſe productions 


8 period. of life, in which he might become a repreſenta- 
ve of thoſe miſerable immortal:, His apprehenſions were unfortu- 
nately fulfill-d, He lived to be the moſt D ſight that was ever 
beheld, Yet, even in that condition, he continued to inſtruct, by 
appearing a providential inſtance to mortify the vanity which is too 
pt to ariſe in the human breaſt, Our lie cannot be pronowiced | 
happy, till the laſt ſcene is cloſed with eafe and r:fignation z the mind 
ſill contiauing to preſerve its uſual d gnity, and falling into the arms. 
ot death, as a wearied traveller finks into reſt, This is that Eutha- 
naſia which Auguſtus often deſired, which Antoninus Pius enjoyed, 
and for which every wife man will pray. Orrery. | 
Gulliver's account of the S$:ruldbrugs is the Anef leQure that ever 
was conceived by any mortal man, to reconcile poor tottering erea- 
tures unto a chearful refigration of this wretched life, and perfectly 
agreeable to that ſentiment of the inſpired prophet, * The days of 
our life are threeſcore years and ten; and though men be ſo ſtrung, 
© that they live to fourſcore years; yet is their life then but labour 
« and ſorrow,” Thoſe diſpenſ.tions of the Almighty, which are 
frequently the concomitants of old age, Dr. Swift, throughout his 
whole life, conſtantly apprehended, from ſome peculiar infirmities 
attending his habit of body, weuld ſcize upon him at laſt, Theſe 
Lord Otrery, without any fort of heſitation, roundly aſſerts to be the 
weng eng judgements of God, as if he had been let into the ſecret h 
fome particular revelation, But, inſtead of infalting the aſhes of 
bright. a. genius with the infirmities of his latter days, and comparing 
him to one of his own Struldbrugs, we ſhould endeavour to inflame 
our ſouls by catching fire and ſpirit, an] patriotiſm from his inimita- 
ble writings 3 and Glently confeſs the ways of God to be inſcrutable, 
and his judgements paſt figuing out, Swift, 
_ were 
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-were not peculiar to any family, but a meer effect 
of chance; and the children of the Struldbrags 
themſelves were equally mortal with the reſt of the 

ople. al 
- freely own myſelf to have been ſtruck with 
inexpreſſible delight upon hearing this account : 
and the perſon, who gave it me, happening to un- 
derſtand the Balnibarbian language, which I ſpoke 
very well, I could not forbear breaking out into 
expreſſions perhaps a little too extravagant. I cried 
out, as in à rapture, Happy nation, where every 
child hath at leaſt a chance for being immortal! 
happy people, who enjoy ſo many living examples 
of ancient virtue, and have maſters ready to inſtruct 
them in the wiſdom of all former ages! but, hap- 
— beyond all compariſon are thoſe excellent 

truldbrugs, who being born exempt from that u- 
"niverſal calamity of human nature, have their 
. minds free and diſengaged, without the weight and 
depreſſion of ſpirits cauſed by the continual appre- 
henfion of death. I diſcovered my admiration, that 
T had not obſerved any of theſe illuſtrious perſons 
at court; the black ſpot on the forehead being fo 
remarkable a diſtinction, that I could not have ea- 
fily overlooked it: and it was impoſſible that his 
Majeſty, a moſt judicious prince, ſhould not pro- 
vide himſelf with a good number of fuch wiſe and 
able counſellors, Yet perhaps the virtue of thoſe 
reverend ſages was too ſtrict for the corrupt and 
lidertine manners of a court And we often find 
dy experience, that young men are too opinionative 
and volatile to be guided by the ſober dictates of 
their ſeniors. However, fince the King was pleaſed 


to allow me acceſs to his royal perſon, I was re- 


ſolved, upon the very firſt occaſion, to deliver my 
opinion to him on this matter freely and at large by 
the help of my interpreter; and whether he would 
| Pleale to take my advice or no, yet in one thing I 
was determined, that, his Majeſty having 1 
8 | ere 
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offered me an eſtabliſhment in this country, I 
would with great thank fulneſs accept.the favour, 
and paſs my life here in the converſation of thoſe _ 
ſupetior beings, the Struldbrugs, if they would 
pleaſe to admit me. 11 | 
The gentleman, to whom I addreſſed my diſ- 
courſe, becauſe (as I have already obſerved,) he 
ſpoke the language of Balnibarbi, ſaid to me with. 
a ſort of a ſmile, which uſually ariſeth from pity to 
the ignorant, that he was glad of any occaſion to 
keep me among them, and defired my permiſſion to 
explain to the company what l had ſpoke. He did 
ſo, and they talked together for ſome time in their 
own language, whereof I underſtood not a ſyllable, 
neither could I obſerve by their countenances, 
what impreflion my diſcourſe had made on them. 
After a ſhort ſilence the ſame perſon told me, that 
his friends and mine (fo he thought fit to expreſs 
himſelf,) were very much pleaſed with the judicious 
remarks I had made on the great happineſs and ad · 
vantages of immortal life, and they were defirous 
to know, in a particular manner, what ſcheme of 
living 4 ſhould have formed to myſelf, if it had 
fallen to my lot to have been born a Struldbrug. 
Janſwered, it was eaſy to be eloquent on ſo co- 
pious and delightful a ſubject, eſpecially to me, who 
had been often apt to amuſe myſelf with viſions of 
what I ſhould do, if I were a king, a general, or 
a great lord: and, upon this very caſe, I had fre- 


quently run over the whole ſyſtem how I ſhould 


employ myſelf, and pals the time, if I were ſure to 
live for ever. N 

That, if it had been my good fortune to come 
into the world a Struldbrug, as ſoon. as I could 
diſcover my own happineſs by underſtanding the 
difference between life and death, I would firſt re- 
ſolve by all arts and methods whatſoever to procure 
myſelf riches. In the purſuit of which by thrift 
and management, I might reaſonably expect in 

. about 


— 
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about two hundred years to be the wealthieſt man 
in the kingdom. In the ſecond place, I u ould 
from my earlieſt youth apply myſelf to the ſtudy of 
arts and ſciences, by which I ſhould arrive in time 
to excel all others in learning. Laſtly, I would 
carefully record every action and event of conſe- 


quence that happened in the public, impartially 


draw the characters of the ſeveral ſucceſſions of 


_ princes and great miniſters of ſtate, with my own 


obſervations on every point. I would exactly fer 
down the ſeveral changes in cuſtoms, language, fa- 
ſhions of dreſs, diet and diverfions, By all which 
acquirments I ſhould be a living treaſury of know- 
ledge and wiſdom, and certainly become the oracle 
of the nation. 45 17 50 

I would never marry after threeſcore, but live in 
an hoſpitable manner, yet ſtill on the ſaving ſide. 
I would entertain myſelf in forming and directing 
the minds of hopeful young men, by convincing 


them from my own remembrance, experience, and 


obſervation, fortified by numerous examples, of 
the uſefulneſs of virtue in public aud private life. 
But my choice and conſtant companiens ſhould be 
a ſet of my own immortal brotherhood, among 


_ whom l would elect a dozen from the moſt ancient 


down to my own contemporaries. Where any of 


'. theſe.wanted fortunes, I would provide them with 


convenient lodges round my own eſtate, and have 
ſome of them always at my table, only mingiing a 
few of the mot valuable among you mortals, whom 
length of time would harden me to loſe with little 
or no reluctance, and treat your poſterity after the 


.. ſame manner; juſt as a man diverts himſelf with 


the annual ſucceſſion of pinks and tulips in his- 
garden, without regretting the loſs of thoſe, which 

withered the preceding year. + Pony” 
Fheſe Struldorugs and I would mutually com- 
municate our obſeryations and memorials through 
the courle of time, remark the ſeveral gradations 
. 1 | | by 
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by which corruption ſteals into the world, and op- 
poſe it in every ſtep by giving perpetual warning 


and inſtruction to mankind; which, added to the 


ſtrong influence of our own example, would pro- 
bably prevent that continual degeneracy of human 
nature ſo juſtly complained of in all ages. 

Add to all this the pleaſure of ſeeing the various 


_ revolutions of ſtates and empires; the changes in 


the lower and upper world ; ancient cities in ruins, 
and obſcure villages become the ſeats of kings; fa- 
mous rivers leflening into ſhallow brooks; the oce- 
an leaving one coaſt dry, and overwhelming ano- 
ther; the diſcovery of many countries yet unknown; 
barbarity over-running the politeſt nations, and the 
moſt barbarous become civilized. I ſhould then ſee 
the diſcovery of the longitude, the perpetual mo- 
tion, the univerſal medicine, and many other great 
inventions brought to the utmoſt perfection. 
What wonderful diſcoveries ſhould we make in 
aſtronomy by out-living and confirming our own 
predictions, by obſerving the progreſs and returns 


of comets, with the changes of mation in the ſun, 


moon, and ſtars. | £ 

I enlarged upon many other topics, which the na- 
tural defire of endleſs life and ſublunary happineſs 
could cafily furniſh me with. When I had ended, 
and the ſum of my diſcourſe had been interpreted, 
as before, to the reſt of the company, there was a 
good deal of talk among them in the language” of 
the country, not without ſome laughter at my ex- 
pence, At laſt the ſame gentleman, who had been 
my interpreter, ſaid he was deſired by the reſt to 
ſet me right in a few miſtakes, which I had fallen 
into through the common imbecillity of human 
nature, and upon that allowance was leſs an{wera- 
ble for them. That this breed of Struldbrugs was 


peculiar to their country, for there were no ſuch 


ople either in Balnibarbi, or Japan, where he 
ad the honour to be ambaſſador from his Majeſty, | 
Vor. . O © | and 
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and found the natives in both thoſe kingdoms very 
bard to believe, that the fact was poſſible; and it 
appeared from my aſtoniſhment, when he firſt 
mentioned the matter to me, that I received it as a” 


thing wholly new, and ſcarcely to be credited. That 


in the two kingdoms above mentioned, where dur. 
ing his reſidence he had converſed very much, he 
obſerved long life to be the univerſal deſire and wiſh 
of mankind. That whoever had one foot in the 
grave, was ſure to hold back the other as ſtrongly 
as he could, That the oldeſt had ſtill hopes of 
living one day longer, and looked on death as the 
ateſt evil, trom which Nature always prompted © 
Kia to retreat; only in this iſland of Luggnagg the 
appetite for living was.not ſo eager, from the con- 
tinual example of the Struldbrugs before their 


es. 
That the ſyſtem of living contrived by me was 
unreaſonable and unjuſt; becauſe it ſuppoſed a 
perpetuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no 
man could be. ſo fooliſh to hope, however extrava- 
gant he may be in his wiſhes*, That the queſtion 
therefore was not, whether a man would chuſe tg 
be always in the prime of youth, attended with 
proſperity and health ; but how he would paſs 2 
rpetual life under all the uſual diſadvantages, 
which old age brings along with it, For although 
few men will avow their deſires of being immortal 
upon ſuch hard conditions, yet in the two king- 
doms before mentioned, of Balnibari and Japan, 
he obſerved that every man defired to put off death 
for ſome time longer, let it approach ever ſo late; 


To bis it may, poſſibly be objected, That the mn youth, 
health, 1 ge ug be leſs a prodigy than the perpetuity of 
life in a body ſubjeCt to gradual decay, and might th e be hoped 
Without greater exiravagance of folly, But the ſentiment bere ex- 
prefied, is that of a being to whom immortality, though not per petual 
youth, was familiar; and in whom the with of perpetual youth on 


| Would have been extravagant, becauſe that only appeared from fac 


W be impoſſible, - 
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and he rarely heard of any man who died willing- 
ly, except he were incited by the extremity of grief 
or torture, And he appealed to me, whether, in 
thoſe countries I had travelled, as well as my own, 
I had not obſerved the ſam? general diſpoſition +. 

After this preface he gave me a particular ac- 
count of the Strudbrugs among them, He ſaid, 
they commonly acted like mortals, till about thirty 
years old, after which by degrees they grew melan- 
choly and dejected, encreaſing in both till they 
came to fourſcore. This he learned from their own- 
confeſſion; for other wiſe, there not being above 
two or three of that ſpecies born in an age, they 
were too few to form a general obſervatioa by. 
When they came to fourſcore years, which is rec- 
koned the extremity of living in this country, they 
had not only all the follies and infirmities of other 
old men, but many more, which aroſe from the 


_ dreadful proſpect of never dying, They were not 


only opiuionative, peeviſh, covetous, moroſe, vain, 
talkative 3 but incapable of frieadſhip, and dead to 
all natural affection, which never deſcended below 


their grand-children. Envy and impotent deſires” 


are their prevailing paſſions. But thoſe objects, a- 
gainſt which their eovy ſeems principally directed, 


are the vices of the younger ſort, and the deaths of 


the old. By reflecting on the former they find 


+ If it be ſaid, that although the folly of d:hring life to be pro» 
longed under the diſadvantages of ol] age, is here finely expoied ; 
yet the deſire of terreſtrial immortality upon terme, on which alone, 
in the naiure of things, it is poſſible, an cxemption from diſeaſe, ac» 
cident and decay, is tacitly allowed: It may be anſwered, that as we 
grow old by imperceptible degrees, ſo for the moſt part we grow old 
without repir.iog, and every man is ready to profeſs himſelf willing 


do die, when he ſhall be overtaken by the dccrepituJe of age in ſome 


future peri,d ; yet when every other eye ſecs that period is arrived, he 
is Qi} tenacious of life, and murmuts at the condition upon which 

he received his - exifitence, To reconcile old age therefore to the 

though's of a diſſblution, appears to be all that was neceflary in a 

moral writer for practical purpofes. 


— 
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themſelves cut off from all poflibility of pleafure ; 
and whenever they ſec a funeral, they lament and 
repine that others are gone to an harbour of reſt, 
to which they themſclves never can hope to arrive, 
They have no remembrance of any thing, but what 
they learned and obferved in their youth and mid- 
le age, and even that is very imperfect. And for 
the truth or particulars of any fact it is ſafer to de- 
nd on common tradition, than upon-their beſt re- 
collections. The leaſt miſerable among them ap- 
pear to he thoſe, who turn to dotage, and entirely 
loſe their memories; theſe meet with more pity and 
aſſiſtance, becauſe they want many bad qualities 
which abound in others, | 
If a Struldbrug happen to marry one of his own 
kind, the marriage is diſſolved of courſe by the 
courtely of the kingdom, as ſoon as the younger 
of the two comes to be fourſcore, For the law 
thinks it a reaſonable indulgence that thoſe, who 
are condemned without any fault of their own to 
a perpetual continuance in the world, ſhould not 
have their miſery doubled by the load of a wife. 

As ſoon as they have compleated 'the term of 
eighty years, they are looked on as dead in law; 
their heirs immediately ſucceed to their eſtates, only 
a ſmall pittance is reſerved for their ſupport ; and 
the poor ones are maintained at the public charge, 
After that period they are held incapable of any 
emoloyment of truſt or profit; they cannot pur- 
chaſe lands or take leaſes ; neither are they allow- 
ed to be witneſſes in any cauſe, either civil or cri- 
minal, not even for the decifion of meers and 
bounds, . 

At ninety they loſe their teeth and hair; they 
have at that age no diſtinction of tafte, but eat and 
drink whatever they can get without reliſh or appe- 
tite, The diſeaſes they were ſubject to ſtill conti- 
nue, without encreaſing or diminiſhing, In talk- 
ing they forget the eommon appellation of —_ 

| an 
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and the names of perſons, even of thoſe who are 
their neareſt friends and relations, For the ſame 
reaſon they never can amuſe themſelves with read- 
ing, becauſe their memory will not ſerve to carry 
them from the beginning of a ſentence to the end, 
and by this defect they are deprived of the only en- 
tertainment, whereof they might otherwiſe be ca- 
able. 
* The language of this country being always upon 
the flux, the Struldbrugs of one age do not under - 
ſtand thoſe of another; neither are they able after 
two hundred years to hold any converſation (far- 
ther than by a few general words) with their neigh-- 
bours the mortals z and thus they lie under the dil- 
adyutage of living like foreigners in their own n 


— * 


— 


, country. 
* This was the account given me of the Struldbrugs. 
| as near as I can remember. I afterwards ſaw five 
or ſix of different ages, the youngeſt not above 
£ wo hundred years old, who were brought to ma 
- at ſeveral times by ſome of my friends; but al- 
, though they were told that I was a great traveller” 
c and had ſeen all the world, they had not the leaſt 
; curioſity to ask me a queſtion; only deſired I would 
4 give them flumſtudaſh, or a token of remembrance : 
4 which is a modeſt way of begging, to avoid the law, 
| that ſtrictly forbids it, becauſe they are provided 
e for by the public, although indeed with a very 
4 ſcanty allowance. | | 
8 They are deſpiſed and hated by all ſorts of peo- 
5 ple; when one of them is born, it is reckoned o- 
1 minous, and their birth is recorded very particular - 
ly ; ſo that you may know their age by conſulting 
y the regiſter ; which however bath not been kept 


4 bove a thouſand years paſt, or at leaſt hath been 
deſtroyed by time or public diſturbances. . But the 


4 uſual way of computing how old they are, is,” by 
1 2 2 BY 
x aſking them what kings or great per ſons they can 
. remember, and then conſulting hiſtory; for in- 


d | O 3 {allibiy. 


public. 
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fallibly the laſt prince in their mind did not begin 
his reign after they were fourſcFe years old. 

They were the moſt mortifying ſight I ever be- 
held; andthe women more horrible than the men, 
Beſides the uſual deformities in extreme old age, 
they acquired an additional ghaſtlineſs in propor- 
rion to their number of years, which is not to be 
deſcribed ; and, among half a dozen, I ſoon dif- 
tinguiſhed which was the eldeſt, although there 
was not above a century or two between them. 

The reader will eaſily believe, that from wharT 
had heard and fſeen,. my keen appetite for perpetu- 
ny of life was much abated. I grew heartily aſham - 
ed of the pleaſing viſions Thad formed; and thought 
no tyrant could invent a death, into which I could 
not run with pleaſure from ſuch a life. The king 
heard of all that had paſſed between me and my 
friends upon this occaſion, and rallied me very plea- 
fantly ; wiſhing I could ſend a couple of Struldbrugs 
to my own country to arm our people againſt the 
fear of death *, but this it ſeems is forbidden 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, or elſe I 
ſhould have been well content with the trouble and 
expence of tranſporting them. 

1 could not but agree, that the laws of this king- 
dom relating to the Struldbrugs were foundedupon 
the ſtrongeſt reaſons, and ſuch as any other coun- 
try would be under the neceſſity of enacting in the 


like circumſtances. Otherwiſe, as avarice is the 


neceſſary conſequent of old age, thoſe immortals 
would in time become proprietors of the whole na- 
tion, and engroſs the civil power; which, for want 
of abilitics ro manage, mult end in the ruin of the 


x 


* Perhaps it may not be wholly uſeleſs to remark, that the ſight 
ofa Struldbrug would no ocherwife arm thoſe againſt the fear of death, 
who have no hope beyond it, than a man is armed àgainſt the fear of 
breaking his limbs who jumps out of a window when his houſe is 


on fire. 
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CHAP. XI. 


The aut har leaves Luggnagg, and ſails to Japan. 
Frem thence he returns in a Dutch ip to Am- 
ſterdam, and ſrom Amiterdam to England. 


Thought this account of the Struldbrugs might 
be ſome entertainment to the reader, becauſe it 


| ſeems to be a little out of the common way; atleaſt 


I do not remember to have met the like in any book 
of travels, that hath come-to my hands: and if I 
am deceived, my excuſe muſt be, that it is neceſſa- 
ry * for travellers, who deſcribe the ſame country, 
very often to agree in dwelling on the ſame parti- 
culars, without deſerving, the cenſure of having bor- 
rowed or tranſcribed from thoſe who wrote before 
them. 

There is indeed a perpetual commerce between 
this kingdom and the great empire of Japan; and 
it is very probable, that the Japaneſe authors may 
have given ſome account of the Strrfldbrugs ; but 
my ſtay in Japan was ſo ſhort, and | was ſo entire- 
ly a ſtranger to the language, that I was not qua- 
ified to make any enquiries, But I hope the Dutch 
upon this notice will be curious and able enough 
to ſupply my defects. we 

His M13jeſty having often preſſed me to acce 
ſome. employment in his court, and finding me ob. 


ſolutely determined to return to my native country, 


was pleaſed to give me his licence to depart, and 


The word neceſſary is here uf.d in the ſame manner, as when by 
the idiom of our language it means conworient, though it is to be un- 
derſtood in its proper ſigniſication. © Travellers who deſcribe the 
« ſame country, very often necef]:rily agree in dwelling on the ſame 
** particulars, and therefore de not ceſe; ve the cenſure of having bor- 
2 rowed, Se. ; 


I honoured 
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honoured me with a letter of recommendation un- 
der his own hand to the Emperor of Japan. He 
likewiſe preſented me with four hundred nc PR; a 
large pieces of gold (this nation delighting in even 
numbers) and a red diamond, which I ſold in Eng- 
land for eleven hundred pounds. 
On the 6th day of May 1709, I took a ſolemn 
leave of his Majeſty and all my friends. I his prince 
was ſo gracious, as to order a guard to conduct me 
to Glanguenſtald, which is a royal port to the 8. W. 
part of the iſland. In 6 days I found a veſſel ready to 
earry me to Japan, and ſpent 15 days in the voyage. 
We landed at a ſmall port- town, called Xamoſchi, 
ſituated on the 8. E. part of Japan; the town lies 
on the weſtern point, where there is a narrow 
ſtreight 1 into a long arm of the 
ſea, upon the N. W. part of which, Yedo the me- 
tropolis ſtands. At landing I ſhewed the cuſtom- 
houſe officers my letter from the King of Luggnagg 
to his Imperial Majeſty. They knew the ſeal per- 
fectly well; it was as broad as the palm of my 
hand. The impreſſion was 4 King lifting up a lame 
beegar from the earth. The magiſtrates ot the town 
hearing of my letter, received me as a public-mini- 
ſter ; they provided me with carriages and ſervants, 
and bore my charges to Yedo, where I was admit- 
red to an audience, and delivered my letter; which 
was opened with great ceremony, and explained to 
the Emperor by an interpreter, who then gave me 
notice by his * order, that I ſhould fignity 
my requeſt, and whatever it were, it ſhould be 
for the ſake of his royal brother of Lugg- 
nag. This interpreter was a perſon employed to 
tranſaft affairs with the Hollanders: he ſoon con- 
jectured by my countenance, that I was an Euro- 
pean, aad therefore repeated his Majeſty's com- 
mands in Low- dutch, which he ſpoke perfectly well. 
I anſwered (as I had before determined) that I 
was a Dutch mzrchant ſhipwrecked in a very re- 
| | mote 
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mote country, from whence I had travelled by ſea 
and land to Luggnagg, and then took ſhipping for 


Japan, where I knew 3 countrymen often traded, 


and with ſome of theſe I hoped to get an opportu · 
nity of returning into Europe: I therefore moſt 
humbly intreated his royal favour: to give order, 
that I ſhould be conducted in ſafety to Nangaſac: 
to this I added another petition, that. for the ſake. 
of my patron the king of Luggnagg, his Majeſty 
would condeſcend to excuſe my performing the ce- 
remony impoſed on my countrymen, of trampling” 


upon the crucifix : becauſe I had been thrown iuto- 


his kingdom by my misfortunes, without any inten- 
tion of trading. When this latter petition was in- 
terpreted to the Emperor, he ſeemed. a little ſur- 
prized; and ſaid; he believed I was the firſt of my 
countrymen, who. ever made any ſcruple in this 
point; and that he began to doubt, whether I was 
a real Hollander or no; but rather ſuſpected I muſt; 
be a chriſtian... However, for the reaſons I. had. 
offered, but chiefly. to gratify the king of Luggnagg,. 
by an uncommon mark of his favour, he would 
comply with the fingularity of my humour; but the 
affair muſt be managed with dexterity, and his of- 
ficers ſhould he commanded to let mo paſs as it were 
by forgetfulneſs, For he aſſured me, that if the 
ſecret ſhould be diſcovered by my countrymen che 
Dutch, they would cut my throat in the voyage. I 
returned my thanks by the interpreter for ſo un- 
uſual a. favour; and ſome troops being at that 
time on their march to Nangaſac, the commanding 
officer had orders to convey me ſafe thither, with 
particular inſtructions about the buſineſs of the 
crucifix. | 
On the ↄth day of June, 1709, LI arrived at 
Nangaſac after a very long and troubleſome jour- 
ney. I ſoon fell into company ot ſome Dutch ſailors 
belonging to-the Amboyna of Amſterdam, a ſtout 
ſhip of 450 tons. I had long lived ia Holland, pur- 
| WE ſuing 
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ſuing my ſtudies at Leyden; and I ſpoke Dutch well. 
The ſeamen ſoon knew from whence I came laſt; they 
were curious to enquire into my voyages and courſo 
of life. I made up a ſtory as ſhort and probable. 
as I could, but concealed the greateſt part. I knew 
many perſons in Holland ; I was able to invent 
names for my parents, whom I pretended to be ob - 
ſcure people in the province of Guelderland. I 
would have given the captain (one | heodorus- 
Vangrult) what he pleaſed to aſk for my voyage to 
Holland; but underſtanding I was a ſurgcon, he 
was contented to take half the uſual rate, on con- 
dicion that I would ſerve him in the way of my cal- 
ing. Before we took ſhipping, I was often aſked 
by fome of the crew, whether I had performed the 
ceremony above mentioned? I evaded the queſtion 
by general anſwers, that I had ſatisfied the Empe- 
ror and court in all particulars: However, a ma - 
licious rogue of a ſkipper went to an officer, and 
pointing to me, told him, I bad not yet #rampled 
on the crucifix : but the other, who had received in- 
ſtructions to let me paſs, gave the raſcal twenty. 
ſtrokes on the ſhoulders with a bamboo; © after” 
which I was no more troubled with ſuch queſtions. 
Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voy- 
age. We ſailed with a fair wind to the Cape of 
500d Hope, where we ſtaid only to take in freſh 
water, On the 10th of April e) 10, we arrived ſafe 
at · Amſterdam, Having loſt only three men by ſick- 
neſs in the voyage, and a fourth who fell from the 
fore · maſt into the ſea, not far from the coaſt of 
Guiney. From Amſterdam ] ſoon after ſer ſail for 
England in a ſmall veſſel belonging to that city. 

On the 16th of April we put in at the Downs. I 
landed next morning, and ſaw once more my na- 
tive country, after an abſence of five years and ſix 
months complete. I went ſtrait to Redriff; where 
Larrived the ſame day, at two in the afternoon, 
ad and found my wife and family in good W 
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The author ſets out as captain of a ſhip. His men con- 
ſpire again/t him, confine him a long time to his cab- 
| bs Set him on ſhore in an unknown land. He 
travels up into the country. The Yahoos, a ftrange 
fort-of animal, deſcribed, The author meets tus 
 Houyhnhams, . | 
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1 Continued at home with my wife and children 
about five months in a very happy condition, if 
I could have learned the leſſon of knowing when I 
was well. I left my poor wife big with child, and 
accepted an advantageous offer made me to be cap- 
| | tain 
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N In this laſt part of his imaginary travels, Swift has indulged a 
1 miſanthropy that is intolerable. The repreſentation which be has 
X given us of human nature, muſt terrify, and even debaſe the mind 
e- of the reader who views it. His ſallies of wit and humour loſe a'l 
their force, nothing remaining but a melancholy and diſagr.cable im- 
preflion : we are diſguſted, not entertained, we are ſhocked, not in- 
tufted by the fable, I ſhouid therefore chuſe to take no notice of 


his 
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tain of the Adventure, a ſtout merchant-man of 
5o tuns: for I underſtood navigation well, and 


ing grown weary of a: ſurgeon's employment 


at fea, which however I could exerciſe upon occa- 
| | fion, 


his Yanooes, did I not think it neceſſary to affert the vindication of 
human nature, and thereby, in ſome meaſure, to pay my duty to the 
great Author of our ſpecies, who. has created us in a very fearful, and 
a very wonderful manner. 

We are compoſed of a mind, and of a body, intimately united, and 
mutually affecting each other. Their operations indeed are entirely 
different. Whether the immortal ſpirit, that enlivens this fine ma- 
chine, is originally of a ſuperior nature in various bodies, (which, I 
own, ſeems moſt conſiſtent, and agreeable to the ſcale and order of 
beings,) or whether the difference depends on a ſymmetry, or peculiar 
ſtructure of the organs combined with it, is beyond my reach to de- 
termine, It is evidently certain, that the body is curiouſly formed 
with proper organs to delight, and ſuch as are adapted 10 all the ne- 
ceſſary uſes of life, The ſpirit animates the whole; it guides the na- 
tural appetites, and confines them within juſt limits, But the natu- 
ral force of this ſpirit is often immerſed in matter; and the mind be- 
comes ſubſervient to paſſions, which it ought to govern and oirect. 
Horace, although of the Epicurean doQtine, acknowledges this truth, 
where he ſays, — 

: Atque affigit bumo diving particulum auræ. , 

It is no leſs evident, that this immortal ſpirit has an independent 
power of acting, and, when cultivated in a proper manner, ſeeming- 
ly quits the corporeal frame within which it is impriſoned, and ſoars 
into higher and more ſpacious regions; where, with an energy, which 
J had almoſt faid was divine, it ranges among thoſe heavenly bo- 
dies, that in this lower world, are ſcarce viſible to our eyes; and we 
can at once explain the diſtance, magnitude, and velocity of the pla- 
nets, and can torete}l, even to a degree of minuteneſs, the particular 
time when a comet will return, and when the ſun will be ecii; ſed in 
the next century. Theſe powers certainly evince the d:pnity of human 
nature, and the ſurpriſing effects of the immaterial ſpirit vithin ys; 
which, in ſo confined a ftate, can thus diſengage itſelf from the fet- 
ters of matter. Tt is from this pre eminence of the ſoul over the bo- 
dy, that we are enabled to view the ex: order and curious varjety of 
different beings; to conſider and cultivate the natural productions of 
the earth; and to admire and imitate the wiſe benevolence which 
reigns throughcut the u hole ſy ſtem of the univerſe, It is from hence 
that we form moral laws for our conduct. From hence we delight in 
copying that great original, whe in his eſſence is uiterly incompre- 
henſible, but in his influence is powerfully apparent to every degree 
of his creation, From hence too we perceive a real beanty in virtue, 
and a diſtintion between good and evil. Virtue acts with the u moſt 
genercſity, and with no view to her own advantage ; while vice, like 
a glutton, feeds herſelf enormouſly, and then is willing to * 
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ſion, I took a ſkilful young man of that calling, one 
Robert Purefoy, into my ſhip. We ſet ſail from 
Portſmouth upon the 7th day of September, 1610; 
on the 14th, we met with Captain Pocock of Bri- 
ſtol, at Teneriff, who was going to the bay of 

Campeachy 


the nauſeous offals of Her feaſt, But I ſhall wander too far, eſpecially 
as I flatter myſelf, that your mind is ſo good, and ſo unprejudice?, 
that you will more eaſily feel than I can illuſtrate the truth of theſe 
aſſertions. . 

Swift deduces his obſervations from wrong principles: for, in his 
land of Houyhnhnms, he cenfiders the ſoul and body in their moſt 
degenerate and uncultivated ſtate; the former as a ſlave to the ap pe- 
tites of the latter. He ſeems inſenſible of the ſurprifing mechaniſm 


and beauty of every part of the human compoſition, He forgets the 


fine deſcription which Ovid gives of mankird : 
Dt bemini ſublime dedit, cœlumpue tuert 
Julit, et erectos ad fidera toilere vu Hu. 


In painting Vauoos he becomes one himſelf, Nor is the picture 


which he draws of the Houyhnhnms, inviting or amufing, It wants 
both light and ſhade to adorn it. It is cold and infipid, We there 
view the pure inſtindts of brates, unaſſiſted by any knowledge of let- 
ters, acting within their own narrow ſphere, merely for their imme- 
diate preſervation, They are incapable of doing wrong, th:retore 
they act right, It is ſurely a very low character given to creatures, in 
whom the author would infinuate ſome degree of reaſon, that they act 
inoffen ſively, when they have neither the motive nor the power to 
act otherwiſe, Their virtuous qualities are. only negatives; - Swift 
himſelf, amidſt all his irony, muſt have confeſſed, that to moderate 
our paſſions, to extend our munificence to others, to enlarge our un- 
derſtanding, and to raiſe onr idea of the Almighty by contemplating 
his works, is not only the bufineſg, but often the practice, and the 
ſtudy of the human mind. It is too certain, that no individual has 
ever poſſeſſed every qualification and excellence, However, ſuch an 
aſſemblage of 42 virtues may ſtill be collected from different 
perſons, as are ſufficient to place the dignity of human nature in an 
amiable and exalted ſtation. We muſt lament indeed the many in- 
ſtances of thoſe who degenerate or go aſtray from the end and inten- 
tion of their being, The true ſource of this depravity is often owing 
to the want of education, to the falſe indulgence of parents, or to 
ſome other bad canſes, which are conſtantly prevalent in every nation, 
Many of theſe errors are finely ridiculed in the foregoing parts of this 
romance: but the voyage to the Houyhnhnms is à real inſuit upon 
mankind. 1 

I am heartily tired of the laſt part of Gulliver's travels; and am 
ela, that, baving exbeuſted all my obſervations on this diſagreeable 
ſuf ject, I may finiſh roy letter; eſpecially as the conc'nſion of it na · 
tu. ally turns my thoughts from yahoos, to one of the deareſt pledges 
I bave upon earth, you rſelf, etc. Orray, 

Some others, beſides Lord Orrery, have thought proper to cenſure 

Vol. V. P | Gulliver's 
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Campeachy to cut logwood. On the loch, he was 
parted from us in a ſtorm; I heard, fince my re- 
turn, that his ſhip foundered, and none eſcaped, 
but one cabbin-boy, He was an honeſt. man, and 


.Gulliver's voyage to the Houyhnhams, But whether indecd their 
-animadverſions proceeded trom the infirmity of their judgemeat, or 
from ſome Yahoo depravity in their own nature, I ſhall not vouch- 
ſafe to inquire z as the daily occurrences of this wretched werld prove, 
illuſtrate, and confirm all the ſarcaſms of the doctor. Shall we praiſe 
that excellent moraliſt, the humarous Hogarth, for expoſing midnight 
tevels, deb«ucheries, and a thou and other vices and follies of human 
kind, in a ſeries of hieroglyphics, ſuited to the improvement and the 
correction of the wild, the gay, the frolic, and the extravagant? And 
ſhall we condemn a preacher of righteouſneſ;, for expoſiag, under the 
character of a naſty uatcachable yahoo, the deformity, the blackneſs, 
tac filthineſs, and cor:uption of thoſe hellifh, abominable vices, which 
Anflame the wrath of God againſt the children of diſobedience; and ſub- 
ject them without repentance, that is, without a thorough change of liſe 
and practice, to everlaſting pecditivn? Ought a preacher of righteouſneſs, 
ought a watchman of the Chriſtian faith (who is accountable for bis 
talents, and obliged to warn the innzeent, as well as terriſy the wick- 
cd and profane, Ao hold his peace,. Ike a dumb dog, that cannot 
bark, when avarice, fraud, cheating, violence, rapine, extortion, 
cruelty, oppreflion, tyranny, rancour, envy, malice, detraction, ha- 
tred, revenge, murder, whoredom, adultery, laſciviouſneſs, bribery, 
corruption, pimping, lying, perjury, ſubornation, treachery, ingra- 
titude, gaming, flattery, drunkenneſs, gluttony, luxury, vanity, ef- 
feminacy, cowardice, pride, impudence,. hypocriſy, infidelity, blaſ- 
phemy, idolatry, Sodomy, and innumerable other vices, are as epi - 
demical as the pox, and many of them the notorious characteriſtics 
of the bulk of human kind? I would aſk thoſe mighty ſofteners, theſe 
kind pretenders to benevolence, theſe hollow charity-mongers, what 
3s their real opinion of that old ſerpent, which, like a roaring lion, 
traverſeth the globe, ſecking whom he may devour ? Was he not 
created by the Almighty, pure, faultleſs, intelligent? But is there 
now, throuzhcut the whole ſyſtem of created exiſtence, any beaſt, any 
Yaheo, any tyrant, ſo vile, ſo baſe, ſo corrupted? And whence ori- 
ginally proceeded the change? Was it not from the. abuſe of that ſree- 
dom, without which no created intelligence can be reputed faithful, 
wiſe, brave, or virtuous, in the eves of his Creator? And ſuiely, if 
this once great, once glorious, ſpirit hath been reduced for many 
thouſand of ages, fur ought we know 20 the contrary, below all the 
ſeveral gradations of created beings, whether intelligent, animal, or 
inſenſible; and expoſed to the fury of that avenging, though merciful, 
God, who is the fountain of all wiſdom, goodneſs, and virtue; are 
we: not to conclude, by an exact parity of reuſon, that every moral 
agent is equally. accou atable to God for that degree of intelligence and 
ꝓerfection, which determines the nature of his exiſtence? And upon 
this very principle, which cannot be denied watheut running into = 
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a good ſailor, but a little too poſitive in his own 
opinions, which was the cauſe of his. deſtruction, 
as it hath been of ſeveral others, For if he had 
followed my advice, he might have been ſafe at 
ho ne with his family at this time, as well as myſelf. 

I had ſeveral men died in my ſhip of calentures, 
ſo that I was forced to get recruits out of Barbadoes 
and the Leeward Iflands, where I touched by the 
direction of the merchanis who employed me; 
which I had ſoon too much cauſe to repent ; for I 
found afterwards, that moſt of them had been bucy 
cancers *, . T had fifty hands on board, and my or- 
ders were, that J ſhould trade with the Indians in 
the South Sea, and make what diſcoveries I could. 
| Theſe rogues, whom | had picked up, debauched 
my other 'men, and they all tormed a conſpiracy to- 
; ſeize the ſhip, and ſecure me; which they did one 
x morning, ruſhing into my cabbin, and binding me 
- hand and foot, threatening to throw me over. board 
if I offered to ſtir, 1 told them, I was their priſoner, 


N and would ſubmit. This they made me ſwear to do, 
„ and then they unbound me, only faſtening one of 
1 my legs with a chain near my bed, and placed 3 
— | L 3 ' : TH : 
i. laſt of abſurdities, and which in fact is the reaſoning of St, Peter 
5 throvghout his whole ad chapter of his ad epiſtle, that creature man, 
ſe that glorious creature man, is Ceſervedly more contemptible than u. 
at brute beaſt, when he flies in the face of his Creator, by inliſting un- 
n, der the banner of the enemy; and perverts that reaſon which vas 
ot deſigned to have been the glory of his nature, cven the directing iii 
re rit of his life and demeanbur, to the vileſt, the moſt execrable, the 
ny moſt helliſſi purpoſes. And this mazifeſtly appears to be the ground. 
4 work of the whole ſatire contained in the voyage to the Houyhnhams, 
e [Then the author inferts ſeveral paſſages from the Holy Scriptures, 
ul, and the A. pocrypha, which, he ſays, will fully juſtify all the ſarcaſms-- 
if of the doctor. But theſe we omit, as improper in a political ro- 
| mance, 
4 And to ecnclude : if the brutality and fil:hineſs of the Yahoos be 
or repreſented by the ſatirie genius of Dr. Swift, in colours the moſt 
ul, ſhocking and detefiable, as they certainly are, and as, in fact, they 
are ought to have been, the picture is the more ſtriking, as well as the more 
ral terrible z and, upon that account, more likely to inforce the obligation 
and of religion and virtue upon the ſouls of men, Swift, 
Pon Certain pirates, that infeſted the Weſt» Indies, were ſo called. 
the | P 2 centre- 
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centry at my door with his piece charged, who was 
commanded to ſhoor me dead, if I attempted' my 
liberty. They ſent me down victuals and drink, 
and took the government of the thip to themſelves, 
Tbeir defign was to turn pirates, and plunder the 
Spaniards, which they could not do, till they got 
more men. But firſt they reſolved to ſell the goods 
in the ſhip, and then go to Madagaſcar for recruits, 
ſeveral among them having died fince my conſine- 
ment. They failed many weeks, and traded with 
the Indians; but I knew not what courſe they took, 
being kept a cloſe priſoner in my cabbin, and ex- 
pecting nothing leis than to be murdered, as they 
often threatened me. | N 
Upon the yth day of May 1711, one James 
Welch came down io my cabbin, and ſaid, he had 
orders from the captain to ſet me a ſhore, I ex- 
poſtulated with him, but in' vain ; neither would he 
to much as tell me, who their new captain was. 
They forced me into the long · boat, letting me put 
on my beſt ſuit of cloaths, which were as good as 
new, and take a ſmall bundle of linen, but no arms, 
except my hanger; and they were ſo civil as not to 
ſcarch wy pockets, into which I conveyed what mo- 
ney I had, with ſome other little neceſſaries. They 
rowed about a league; and then ſet me down on 
a ſtrand. I deſired them to tell me what coun- 
try it was. They all ſwore, they knew no more 
than myſelf, but ſaid, that the captain (as they 
called him) was reſolved, after they had fold the 
lading, to get rid of me in the firſt place where 
they could diſcover land, They puſhed off imme- 
diately, adviſing me to make haſte, for fear of being 
overtaken with the tide ; and ſo bade me farewell. 
In this deſolate condition I advanced forward, 
and ſoon got upon firm ground, where I fat down 
on a bank to reſt myſelf, and confider what I had 
beſt do. When I was a little refreſhed, I went up 
. Into the country, reſolving to deliver myſelf to —_ 
4 > bs Ir 
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firſt ſavages I ſhould meet, and purchaſe my lie 
from them, by ſome bracelets, glaſs rings, and 
other toys, which ſailors uſually provide themſelves 
with in thoſe voyages, and - whereof I had ſome 
about me. The land was divided by long rows of 
trees, not regularly planted, but naturally _ 7 
there was great plenty of graſs, and ſeveral fields of 
oats, I walked very circumſpectly for fear of being 
ſurpriſed, or ſuddenly ſhot with an arrow from be- 
hind, or on either ſide, I fell into a beaten road, 
| where I ſaw many tracks of human fect, and ſome 
| of cows, but moiſt of horſes. At laſt 1 beheld ſe- 
veral animals in a field, and one or two of the ſame 
kind fitting in trees. Their ſhape was very ſingular 
and deformed, which a little diſcompoſed me, ſo 
| that I lay down behind a thicket. to obſerve them 
better. Some of them, coming forward near the 
place where I lay, gave me an opportunity of diſ- 
; tinctly marking their. form. Their heads and breaſts 
were covered with a thick hair, ſome frialed, and 
others lank; they had beards like goats, and a long 
ridge of hair down their backs, and the fore · parts 
of theic legs and feet; but the reſt af their bodies 
were bare, fo. that I might ſee their ſkins, which 
were of a brown buff colour. They had no tails, - 
nor any hair at all on their buttocks, except about 
the anus; which, I preſume, Nature had placed” 
there to defend them, as they ſat on the ground; 
for this poſture they uſed, as well as lying down, 
J and often ſtood on their hind · feet. They climbed 
. high trees as nimbly as a ſquirrel; for they had 


: ſtrong extended claws before and behind, termi- 
F nating in ſharp points, and hooked” They would 
1 often fpring, and bound, and leap with prodigious 
. agility. The females were not fo large as the males; 
* they had long lank hair on their heads, but none 
4 on cheir faces, nor any thing more than a ſort of 
5 down on the reſt of their bodies, except about the 
Cc 


anus and pudenda, Their dugs hung between their 
; P 3 fore 
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fore feet, and often reached: almoſt to the ground 
as they walked, The hair of both ſexes was of 
ſeveral colours, brown, red, black, and yellow. 
Upon the whole, I never beheld in all my travels 
o diſagreeable an aninal, or one againſt which I 
naturally conceived fo ſtrong an antipathy. So that 
thinking I had ſeen enough, full of contempt and 
averfion, I got up, and purſued the beaten road, 
hopiog it might direct me to the cabbin of ſome 
Indian. I had not got far, when I met one of theſe 
creatures full in my way, and coming up direct! 
to me. The ugly monſter, when he faw me, dit. 
torted ſeveral ways every featute of his viſage, and 
ſtared as at an object he had never ſeen before; 
then approaching nearer, lifted up his ſore paw, 
whether out of curioſity or miſchief, I could not 
tell: but I drew my hanger, and gave him a good 
blow with the flat fide of it; for I durſt not ſtrike 
with the edge, fearing the inhabitants might be 
ovoked againſt me, if they ſhould come to know, 
that I had killed or maimed any of their cattle. 
When the beaſt felt the ſmart, he drew back, and 
roared ſo loud, that a herd of at leaſt forty came 
flocking «bout me from the next field, howling and 
making odious faces; but I ran to the body of a 
tree, and, leaning my back againſt it, kept them 
off by waving my hanger. Several of this curſed 
brood, getting hold of the branches behind, leapt 
up into the tree, from whence they began to diſ- 
charge their excrements on my head: however, I 
eſcaped pretty well by ſticking cloſe to the ſtem of 
the tree, but was almoſt ſtifled with the filth, which 
fell about me on every ſide. | 1 | 
In the midit of this diſtreſs, I obſerved them all 
to run away on a ſudden as faſt as they could, at 
which I ventured to leave the tree, and purſue the 
road, wondering what it was that could put them 
into this fright, But, looking on my left hand, I 
ſaw a horſe walking ſofily in the field: which, my 
. . perſecutors 
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perſecutors having ſooner diſcovered, was the cauſe 
of their flight, The horſe ſtarted a little when he 
came near me, but, ſoon recovering himſelf, looked 
full in my face with manifeſt tokens of wonder: he 
viewed my hands and feet, walking round me ſeve- 
ral-times. I would have purſued my journey, but 
he placed himſelf directly in the way, yet looking 
with a very mild aſpect, never offering the leaſt vi- 
olence. We ſtood gazing at each other for ſome 
time; at laſt I took the boldneſs to reach my hand 
towards his neck with a deſign to ſtroak it, uſing 
the common ſtyle and whiſtle of Jockies, when they 
are going to handle a ſtrange horſe, But this ani- 
mal ſeemed to receive my civilities with diſdain, 
ſhook his head, and bent his brows, ſoftly raifing 
up his right fore-foot to remove my hand. Then he 
neighed three or four times, but in ſo different a 
cadence, that I almoſt began to think he was ſpeak- 
ing to himſelf in ſome language of his own. ; 

. While he and I were thus employed, another 
horſe came up; who applying himſelf to the firſt 
in a very formal manner, they gently ſtruck each 
other's right hoof before, neighiag ſeveral times by 
rurns, and varying the ſound, which ſeemed to be 
almoſt articulate. They went ſome paces off, as if 
i- were to confer together, walking fide by ſide, 
backward and forward, like perſons deliberating 


upon ſome affair of weight, but often turning their 


eyes towards me, as it were to watch that I might 
not eſcape, I was amazed to ſee ſuch actions and 
behaviour in brute beaſts ;, and concluded with my- 
ſelf, that if the inhabitants of this country were 
endued with a proportionable degree of reaſon, 
they muſt needs be the wiſeit people upon earth. 
This thought gave me ſo much comfort, that I re- 
ſolved to go forward, until I could diſcover ſome 
houſe or village, or meet with any of the natives, 
leaving the two horſes to diſcourſe together as they 
pleaſed. But the firſt, who was a dapple-grey, ob- 

{crving 
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ſerving me to ſteal off, neighed after me in ſo ex- 
preſſive a tone, that I fancied myſelf to underſtand. 
what he meant; whereupon I turned back, and 
came near him to expect his farther commands, 
but concealing my fear as much as I could; for I 
began to be in ſome pain, how this adventure might 
terminate; and the reader will eaſily believe, I did 
not much like my preſent ſituation. | 
The two horſes came up cloſe to me, looking 
with great , earneitneſs upon my face and hands, 
The grey ſteed rubbed my hat all round with his 
right fore hoof, and diſcompoſed it fo much, that 
I was forced to adjuſt it better, by taking it off and 
ſettling it again; whereat both he and his compa- 
nion (who was brown-bay,) appeared to be much 
furpriſed; the latter felt the lappet of my coat, and 
finding it to hang looſe about me, they both looked 
with new ſigns of wonder. He ſtroaked my right 
hand, ſeeming to admire the ſoftneſs and colour; 
but he ſqeezed it fo hard between his hoof and his 
paſtern, that I was forced to roar; after which they 
buth touched me with all poſſible tenderneſs. They 
were under great perplexi:y about my ſhoes and 
ſtockings, which they felt very often, neighing to 
each other, and uſing various geſtures, not unlike 
thoſe of a philoſopher, when be would attempt to 
folve ſome new and difficult phænomenon. | 
Upon the whole, the behaviour of theſe animals 
was fo orderly and rational, fo acute and judiciovs, 
that I at laſt concluded they were two magicians; 
who had thus metamorphoſed themſelves upon ſome 
deſign, and, ſeeing a ſtranger in the way, reſolved 
to divert themſelves with him; or perhaps were 
really amazed at the ſight of a man fo very different 
in habit, feature, and complexion, from thofe who 
might probably live in ſo remote a climate. Upon 
the ſtrength of this reaſoning, I ventured to addreſs 
them in the following manner : Gentlemen, if you 
be conjurers, as | have good cauſe to believe, you 
F451 can 
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can underſtand any language; therefore I make 
bold to let your worſhips know, that Jam a poor 
diſtreſfd Engliſhman, driven by his misfortunes 
upon your coaſt. and TI intreat one of you to let me 

ride upon his back, as if he were # real horſe, to 


| ſome houſe or village, where I can be relieved, In 


return of which favour I will make you a preſent 
of this knife and bracelet, (taking them out of my 
pocket) The two creatures ſtood ſilent while 1 
ipoke, ſeeming to liſten with great attention; and 
when I had ended, they neighed frequently towards 
each other, as if they were engaged in ſerious con- 
verſatiov. I plainly obſerved, that their language 
expreſſed the paſſions very well, and the words 
might with little pains be refolved into an alphabet 
more eaſily than the Chineſe. | 

I could frequently diſtinguiſh the word Yahoo, 
which was repeated by cach of them feveral times; 
and although it was impoſſible for me to conjecture 
what it meant, yet, while the two horſes were buſy 
in converſation, I endeavoured to practiſe this word 
upon my tongue; and as ſoon as they were ſilent, 


I boldly pronounced Yahoo in a loud voice, imi- 


tating at the ſame time, as near as | could, the 
neighing of a horſe; at which they were both viſi- 
bly ſurpriſed, and the grey repeated the ſame word 
twice, as if he meant to teach me the right accent, 
wherein I ſpoke after him as well as I could, and 
found myſelf perceivably to improve every time, 
though very far from any degree of perfection. 
Then the bay tried me with a ſecond word much 
harder to be pronounced ; but, reducing it to the 
Engliſh orthography, may be ſpelt thus, Houyh- 
nham. I did not ſucceed in this ſo well as the for- 
mer; but after two or three farther trials, I had 
better fortune; and they both appeared amazed at 
my capacity. 4 h 4 

After ſome farther diſcourſe, which I then con- 
jectured might relate to me, the two friends took 

| : their 


198 GULLIVER's TRAVELS. Part IV. 


their leaves with the ſame compliment of ſtriking 
e ich other's hoof; and the grey made me figns that 
I ſhould walk before him; wherein I thought it 
prudent to comply, til! I could find a better direc- 
tor. When I offered to flacken my pace, he would 
cry hhuun, hhuun; I gucſſed his meaning, and gave 
him to underſtand, as well as I could, that I was 
weary, and not able to walk faſter ; upon which he 
would ſtand a while to let me reſt. | | 


A. . 


The author conducted by a Houyhnhnm to his houſe, 
be houſe deſcribed. The author's reception, The 
od of the Houyhnhnms. The author in diſtreſi for 
. . want of meat, it at laſt relieved, His manner of 
feeding in that country, ' 
| AVING travelled about three miles, we came 
to a long kind of building, made of timber 
uck in the ground, and wattled a-crols; the roof 
was low, and covered with ſtraw, I now began to 
be a little comforted; and took out ſome toys, 
which travellers uſually carry for preſents to the ſa- 
vage Indians of America and other parts, in hopes 
the people of the houſe would be thereby encoura- 
ged to receive me kindly. The horſe made me a 
ſign to go in firſt; it was a large room with a ſmooth 
clay-floor, and a rack and manger, extending the 
whole length on one ſide. There were three nags, 
and two mares, not eating, but ſome of them ſitting 
down upon their hams, which I very much won- 
dered at; but wondered more to ſee the reſt em · 
ployed in domeſtic buſineſs; theſe ſeemed but or- 
dinary cattle: however this confirmed my firſt opi- 
nion, that a people, who could ſo far civilize 2 
| animals, 
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animals, muſt needs excel in wiſdom all the nations 


of the world. The grey came in juſt after, and 


thereby prevented any ill treatment which the others 
might have given me. He neighed to them ſeveral 


times in a ſtile of authority, and received anſwers. 


Beyond this room there were three others reach- 
ing the length of the houſe, ro which you paſſed 
through three doors, oppoſite to each other, in the 
manner of a viſta; we went through the ſecond 
room towards the third; here the grey walked in 
firſt, beckoning me to attend. I waited in the fe- 
cond room, and got ready my preſents for the ma- 
ſter and miſtreſs of the houſe: they were two 
knives, three bracelets of falſe pearl, a ſmall look - 


_ ing-glaſs, and a bead-necklace. The horſe neighed 


three or four times, and I waited to hear ſome an- 
ſwers in a human voice, but I heard no other re- 
turns than in the ſame diale&, only one or two 4 
little ſhriſer than his. I began to think, that this 
houſe muſt belong ro ſome perſon. of great note 
among them, becauſe there appeared ſo much cere- 
mony before I gould gaia admittance, But, that a 
man of quality ſhould be ferved all by horſes, was 
beyond my comprehenſion. I feared my brain was 


diſturbed by my ſufferings and misfortunes: I rou- 


ſed myſelf, and looked about me inthe room, where» 
I was left alone; this was furniſhed like the firſt, 
only after a more elegant manner. I rubbed my 
eyes often, but the fame objects till occurred. I 
Rn my arms and ſides to awake myſelf, hoping 

might be in a dream. I then abſolutely concluded, 
that all theſe appearances could be nothing elſe but 
necromancy and magic. But I had no time to pur- 
Jue theſe reflections; for the grey borſe came to 
the door, and made me a -fign to follow him into 
the third room; where I ſaw a very comely mare, 
together wich a colt and fole, ſitting on their 
haunches upon matts of ſtraw, not unartfully made, 
and perfectly neat and clean. 


The 
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The mare ſoon after my entrance roſe from her 
matt, and coming up cloſe, after having nicely ob- 
ſerved my hands and face, gave me a moſt contemp- 
tuous look; then turning to the horſe, I heard the 


word yahoo often repeated betwixt them; the mean- 


ing of which word I could not then comprehend, 
although it was the firſt 1 had learned to pro- 
nounce; but I was ſoon better informed to my e- 
verlaſting mortification : for the horſe beckoning 
to me with his head, and repeating the word hhuun, 


| hhuun, as he did upon the road, which E underſtood 


was to attend him, led me out into a kind of court, 
where was another building at ſome diſtance from 
the houſe. Here we entered, and I ſaw three of 
thoſe deteitable creatures, which I firſt met after 
my landing, feeding upon roots and the fleſh of 
ſome animals, which I afterwards found to be that 
of aſſes and dogs, and now and then a cow dead by 
accident or diſeaſe. 'T hey were all tied by the neck 
with ſtrong wyths faſtened to a beam ; they held 
their food between the claws of their fore-feet, and 
tore it with their teeth. 

The maſter horſe ordered a 8 nag, one of 


his ſervants, to untie the — of theſe animals, 


and take him into the yard. The beaſt and I were 
brought cloſe together; and our countenances di- 
ligently compared both by maſter and ſervant, who 
thereupon repeated ſeveral times the word yahoo. 
My horror and aſtoniſhment are not to be deſcri- 
bed, when I obſerved in this abonimable animal a 
perfect human figure: the face of it indeed was flat 
and broad, the noſe depreſſed, the lips large, and 
the mouth wide : but theſe differences are common 
to all ſavage nations, where the lincaments of the 
countenance are diſtorted by the natives ſuffering 
their infanis to lie grovelling on the earth, or by 
carrying them on their backs nuzzling with their 
face againſt the mother's ſhoulders. he fore · feet 
of the yahoo differed from my hands in nothing 
2 elle, 
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elſe, but the length of the nails, the coarſeneſs and 
brownnels of the palms, and the hairineſs on the 


backs, There was the ſame reſemblance between 


our fee, with the ſame differences, which I knew 
very well, though the horſes did not, becauſe of 
my ſhoes and ſtockings; the ſame in every part of 
our bodies, except as to hairineſs and colour, which 
I have already deſcribed, 

The great difficulty, that ſeemed to ſtick with the 
two horſes, was, to ſee the reſt of my body ſo very 
different from that of a yahoo, for which I was 
obliged to my cloaths, whereof they had no con- 
ception. The ſorrel nag offered me a root, which 
he held (after their manner, as we ſhall deſcribe in 
its proper place) between his hoof and paſtern : I 


took it in my hand, and having ſmelt it returned ir 


to him again as civilly as I could. He brought out 
of the yahoo's kennel a piece of aſs's fleſh, but it 
{melt ſo offenſively, that I returned from it with 
loathing ; he then threw it to the yahoo, by whom 
it was greedily devoured “. He afterwards ſhewed 
me a whiſp of hay and a fetlock full of oats ; but 
I ſhook my head to fignify, that neither of theſe 
were food for me. And indeed I now apprehend- 
ed, that I muſt abſolutely ſtarve, if I did not get to 
ſome of my own ſpecies; for as to thoſe filthy ya- 
hoos, although there were few greater lovers of 
mankind at that time, than myſclf; yet I confeſs, I 
never ſaw any ſenſitive being ſo deteſtable on all 
accounts; and the more I came near them, the 
more hateful they grew, while I ſtayed in thar 
country. This the maſter-horſe obſerved by my 
behaviour, and therefore ſent the yahoo back to 
his kennel. He then put his fore hoof to his mouth, 


* Whoever is diſguſted with this picture of a yahoo, would do well 
to reflect, that it becomes his own in exact proportion as he deviates 
from virtue, for virtue is the perfection of reaſon, The appetites of 
thoſe abandoned to vice, are not leſs brutal and ſordid than that of a 
yahoo for aſſes fleſh ; nor is their life a ſtate of leſs abject ſervility, 
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at which I was much ſurpriſed, although he did 
with caſe, and with a motion that appeared perfect- 
ly natural; and made other ſigns to know what I 
would eat; but I could not 1eturn him ſuch an an- 
ſwer as he was able to apprehend; and if he had 
underſtood me, I did not lee how it was poſſible to 
contrive any way for finding myſelf nouriſhment; 
While we were thus engaged, I obſerved a cow 
paſſing by; whereupon I pointed to her, and ex- 
preſſed a deſire to go and milk her. This had its 
effect; for he led me back into the houſe, and or- 
dered a mare- ſervant to open a room, where a good 
ſtore of milk lay in earthen and wooden veſſels af - 
ter a very orderly and cleanly manner. She gave 
me a large bowl full, of which I drank very hear- 
tily, and found myſelf well refreſhed, 

About noon 1 ſaw coming towards the houſe a 


kind of vehicle drawn like a fledge by four yahoos. 


There was in it an old ſteed, who ſeemed to be 
quality; be alighted with his hind feet forward, 
having by accident got a hurt io his left fore - foot. 
He came to dine with our horſe, who received him 
with great-civility. They dined in the beſt room, 
and had oats boiled in milk for the ſecond courſe, 
which the old horſe eat warm, but the reſt cold. 
Their mangers were placed circular in the middle of 
the room, and divided into ſcveral partitions, round 
which they ſat on their haunches upon boſles of 
ſtraw. In the middle was a large rack, with angles 
anſwering to every partition of the manger, 80 
that each horſe and mare eat their own hay, and 
t'ꝛeir own maſh of oats and milk; with much de- 
Gency and regularity. The behaviour of the young 
colt and fole appeared very modeſt; and that of the 
maſter. and miſtreſs extremely. chearful and com- 
plaiſant to their gueſt. 'The grey ordered me to 
Rand by him; and much diſcourſe paſſed between 


bim and his friend concerning me, as I found by 


the 
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the ſtranger's often looking at me, and the frequent 
repetition of the word yahoo | 

I happened to wear my gloves,. which the maſter 
grey obſerving, ſeemed perplexed, diſcovering ſigns 
of wonder what I had done to my fore feet ; he 
put his hoof three or four times to them, as if he 
would fignify,. that I ſhould reduce them ro their 
former ſhape, which I preſently did, pulling off 
both my gloves, and putting them into my pocket. 
This occaſioned farther talk, and I ſaw the compa- 
ny was pleaſed with my behaviour, whereof I ſoon 
found the good effects. I was ordered to ſpeak the 
few words I underſtood ; and while they were at 
dinner, the maſter taught me names for oats, milk, 
fire, water, and ſome others; which I could rea- 


dily pronounce after him, having from my youth 


a great facility in learning languages. 

When dinner was done, the maſter-horſe took 
me aſide, and by ſigns and words made me under- 
ſtand the concern he was in, that I bad nothing to 
eat. Oats in their tongue are called hlunnhb. This 
word I pronounced two or three times ; for al. 
though { had refuſed them at firſt, yet upon ſe- 
cond thoughts I confidered, that I could contrive 
to make of them a kind of bread, which might be 
ſufficient with milk to keep me alive, till I could 
make my eſcape to ſome other country, and to 
creatures of my own ſpecies. The horſe immedi- 
ately ordered a white mare ſervant of his family to 
bring me a good quantity of oats in a ſort of wood- 
en tray. Theſe 1 heated before the fire, as well as 
I could, and rubbed them till the huſks came off, 
which I made a ſhift to winnow from the grain; 
E ground and beat them between two ſtones, then 
took water, and made them into 4 paſte or cake, 
which I toaſted at the fire, and eat warm 
with milk, It was at firſt a very inſipid diet, though 
coinmon enough in. many parts of Kurope, but 
grew tolerable by time; and having been often re- 
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. 


— 


— 


- 
n —— ̃ ùòUlJ —— ̃— —ͤn( KK ! 
——— ¶ ͤ ͤ — — — 
22 


— — 
— ——— > a —— 


— — — — — 


184 - GULLIVER's TRAVELS. Part III. 


duced to hard fare in my life, this was not the firft 
experiment I had made, how eaſily nature is ſatiſ- 
fied. And I cannot but obſerve, that I never had 
one hour's ſickneſs while I ſtaid in this iſtand. It 
1s true, I ſometimes made a fhift to catch a rabbit, 
or bird, by ſpringes made of yahoo's hairs; and I 
often gathered wholeſome herbs, which I boiled or 
eat as ſalads with my bread; and now and then, 
for a rarity, I made a little butter, and drank the 
whey. I was at firſt at a great loſs for ſalt; but 
cuſtom ſoon reconciled me to the want of it; and I 
am confident, that the frequent ule of ſalt among 


us is an effect of luxury, and was firſt introduced 


only as a provocative to drink, except where it is 
neceſſary for preſerving of fleſh in long voyages, or 
in places remote from great markets. For we ob- 
ſerve no animal to be fond of it but man : and as. 
to myfelf, when I left this country, it was a great 
while before I could endure the taſte of it in any 
thing that I eat. . 

+ This is enough to ſay upon the ſubje& of my 
diet, wherewith other travellers fill their books, as 
if the readers were perſonally concerned, whether 
we fare well or ill, However it was neccflary to 
mention this matter, leſt the world ſhould think it 
Impoſſible, that I could find ſuſtenance for three 
years in ſuch a country and among ſuch inhabitants. 
When it grew towards evening, the maſter horſe. 
ordered a place for me to lodge in; it was but fix 
yards from the houſe, and ſep rated from the ſtable 
of the yahoos. Here I got ſome ſtraw, and covering, 
myſelf with my own cloaths, flept very found, But 
I was in a thort time better accommodated, as the 
reader ſhall know hereafter, when I come to treat 
more particularly about my way of living. 
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The aut bor fludious io learn the language: the Houyh- 
nhnm, his maſter, afſiſis in teaching him. The 
language deſcribed. Several Houyhohnms of gua- 
liiy came out of curio/ity to ſee the author, He gives 
lis maſter a ſhort account of bis voyage, - 


M* principal endeavour was to learn the lan- 
guage, which my maſter (for ſo I ſhall hence - 
forth call him) and his children, and every ſervant 
of his houſe were deſirous to teach me. For they 
looked upon it as a prodigy, that a brute animal 
ſhould diſcover ſuch marks of a rational creature. 
I pointed to every thing, and enquired the name 
of it, which I wrote down in my journal book when 
] was alone, and corrected my bad accent by de- 
ſirmg thoſe of the family to pranounce it often. 
In this employment a ſorrel nag, one of the under - 
ſervants, was very ready to aſſiſt me. | 

In ſpeaking they pronounce through. the noſe 
and throat, and their language approaches neareſt 
to the High Dutch or German, of any I know ia 
Europe; but is much more graceful and fignificant, 
The emperor Charles V made almoſt the ſame ob- 
ſervation, when he faid, that if he were to ſpeak 
to his horſe, it ſhould be in High- Dutch. 

The curiolity and impatience ot my maſter were 
ſo great, that he ſpent many hours of his leiſure to 
inſtruct me. He was convinced (as he after wards 


told me) that I muſt be a yahoo, but my teachable- 


neſs, civility, and cleanlineſs, aſtoniſhed him; which 
were qualities altogether oppoſite to thoſe animals, 
He was moſt perplexed about my cloachs, reaſun- 
wg lomelimes wich himſelf, Whether they were a 
| Q3 part 
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part of my body; for I never pulled them off till 
the family were aſleep, and got them on betore 
they waked in the morning. My maſter was eager 
to learn from whence I came; how I acquired 
thoſe appearances of reaſon, which I diſcovered in 
all my actions; and to know my ſtory from my 
own mouth, which he hoped he ſhould ſoon do by 
the great pfoficiency I made in learning and pro- 


nouncing their words and ſentences. To help my 
memory, I formed all I learned into the Engliſh 


alphabet, and wrir the words down with the tranſ— 
lations. This laſt after ſome time 1 ventured to do 
in my maſter's preſence, It coſt me much trouble 
to explain to him what I was doing : for the inha- 
bitants have not the leaſt idea of books or literature. 

In about ten weeks time I was able to underſtand 
moſt of his queſtions; and in three months could 

ive him ſome tolcrable anſwers Hs was extreme- 
55 curious to know from what part of the country 
I came, and how [ was taught to imitate a rational 
creature; becauſe the yohoos (whom he ſaw I ex- 
actiy reſembled in my head, hands and face, that 
were only viſible) with ſome appearance of cunning, 
and the ſtrongeſt diſpoſition to miſchief, were ob- 
ſerved to be the moſt unteachable of all brutes, 
I anſwered that I came over the fea from a far 
place, with — others of my own kind, in a 
great hollow veſſel made of the bodies of trees; 
that my companions forced me to land on this 
coaſt, and then left me to ſhift for myſelf, It was 
with ſome difficulty, and by the help of many figns, 
that I brought him to underſtand me. He replied, 
that I muſt needs be miſtaken, or that I ſaid the 
thing which was not (for they have no word in 
their language to expreſs lying or falſhood. He 


knew it was impoſſible, that there could be a coun- 


try beyond the fea, or that a parcel of brutes could 
move a wooden veſſel whither they pleaſed upon 
water. He was ſure no Houyhnhom alive could 
OOTY CH make 
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make ſuch a veſſel, nor would truſt ye to ma- 
nage it. | N 


The word Houyhnhnm in their tongue fignifies 


a horſe, and in its etymology, the perfection of na- 


ture, I told my maſter that I was at a loſs for ex- 


preſſion, but would improve as faſt as I could; 


and hoped in a ſhort time I ſhould be able to tell 
him wonders : he was pleaſed to direct his own 
mare, his colt and fole, and the ſervants of the fa- 
mily, to take all opportunities of inſtructing me; 
and every day for two or three hours he was at the 
ſame pains himſelf: ſeveral horſes and mares of 
quality in the neighbourhood came often to our 
houſe, upon the report ſpread of a wonderful 
yao9 that could ſpeak like a Houyhnham, and 
ſeemed in his words and actions to diſcover ſome 
glimmerings of reaſon, Theſe delighted to con- 
verſe with me; they put many queitions, and re- 
ceived ſuch anſwers as I was able to return. By all 
theſe advantages I made fo great a progreſs, that 
in five months from my arrival I underſtood what- 
ever was ſpoken, and could expreſs mylclt tolera- 
bly well. | | 
The Houyhnhnms who came to viſit my maſter, 
out of a deſign of ſeeing and talking with me, 


could hardly believe me to be a right yahoo, becauſe 


my body had a different covering from others of 
my kind. 'They were aſtoniſhed to obſerve me 
without the uſual hair or ſkin, except on my head, 
face, and hands; but 1 diſcovered that ſecret to 
my maſter upon an accident, which happened a- 
bout a fortnight before. 
I have already told the reader, that every night, 
when the family were gone to bed, it 'was my cu- 
ſtom to ſtrip, and cover myſelf with my cloaths: 
it happened one morning early, that my maſter 
ſent for me by the ſorrel nag, who was his valet; 
when he came, I was faſt aſleep, my cloaths had 
fallen off on one fide, and wy tſhirt above my waiſt. 


I awaked 
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I awaked at the noiſe he made, and obſerved him 
to deliver his meſſage in fome diſorder; after which 
he went to my maſter, and in a great fright gave 
him a very confuſed account of what he had ſeen : 
this I preſently diſcovered ; for going as ſoon as I 
was dreſſed to pay my attendance upon his honour, 
he aſked me the meaning of what .his fervant had 
reported; that I was not the ſame thing when I 
flept, as I appeared to be at other times; that his 
valet aflured him, ſome part of me was white, ſome 
yellow, at leaſt not ſo white, and ſome brown, 

I had hitherto concealed the ſecret of my dreſs 
in order to diſtinguiſh myſelf, as much as poſſible, 
from that curſed race of yahoor ; but now I found 
it in vain to do ſo any longer. Beſides I coatidered, 
that my cloaths and ſhoes would ſoon wear out, 
which already were in a declining condition, and 
muſt be ſupplied by ſome contrivance from the hides 
of yahoos, or other brutes; whereby the whole ſe- 
cret would be known: I therefore told my maſter, 
that in the country from whence I came, thoſe of 
my kind always covered their bodies with the hairs 
of certain animals prepared by art, as well for de- 
cency, as to avoid the inclemencies of air both hot 
and cold; of which, as to my own perſon, I would 
give him immediate conviction, if he pleaſed to 
command me; only defiring his excule, it I did 
not expole thoſe paris that na ure taught us to con- 
ceal. He ſaid my diſcourſe was all very ſtrange, 
but eſpecially the laſt part; for he could not un- 
deritand, why nature ſhould teach us to conceal 
what nature had given: that neither bimſelf nor 
family were aſhamed ot any parts of their bodies; 
but however I might do as I pleaſed, Whereupua 
I firſt unbuitoned my coat, and pulled it of LI 
did the fame with my waiſtcoat; I drew off my 
ſhocs, ſtockings. and breeches, I let my ſhirt 
down to my waiſt, and drew up the bottom, falicu- 
| ing 
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ing it like a girdle about my middle to hide my 


nakedneſs, F ; 
My maſter obſerved the whole performance with 

great ſigns of curioſity and admiration, He took 
up all my cloaths in his paſtern, one piece after a- 
nother, and examined them diligently; he then 
ftroaked my body very gently, and looked round 
me ſeveral times, after which he ſaid, it was plain I 
muſt be a perfect yahoo; but that I differed very 
much from the reſt of my ſpecies in the ſoftneſs, 
whiteneſs, and ſmoothneſs of my ſkin, my want of 
hair in ſeveral parts of my body, the 1 and 
ſhortneſs of my claws behind and before, and m 
affectation of walking continually on my two hind- 
er feet. He deſired to ſee no more; and gave me 
leave to put on my cloaths again, for I was ſhud- 
dering with cold. 

I expreſſed my uneaſineſs at his giving me ſo of- 
ten the appellation of yahoo, an odious animal, for 
which I had fo utter an hatred and contempt : T 
begged he would forbear applying that word to me, 
and take the {ame order in his family, and among 


his friends, whom he ſuffered to ſee me. I requeſt- 


ed likewiſe, that the ſecret of my having a falſe co- 
vering to my body might be known to none but 
himſelf, at leaſt as long as my preſent cloathing 
mould laſt; for as to what the ſorrel nag his valet 
had obſerved, his honour might command him to 
conceal it. | 
All this my mafter very graciouſly conſented to, 
and thus the ſecret was kept till my cloaths began 
to wear out, which I was forced to ſupply by ſeve- 
ral contrivances, that thall hereafter be mentioned. 
In the mean time he defired 1 would go on with m 
utmoſt diligence to learn their language, becaufe 
he was more aſtoniſhed at my capacity for ſpeech 
and reaſon, than at the figure of my body, whe- 
ther it were covered or no; adding, that he waited 
| with 
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with ſome impatience to hear, the wonders, which 
I promiſed to tell him, 

From thence forward he doubled the pains he 
had been at to inſtru me; he brought me into all 
company, and made them treat me with civility, 
becauſe, as he told them privately, this would put 
me into a good humour, and make me more divert- 


ing. 

Every day, when I waited on him, beſide the 
trouble he was at in teaching, he would aſk me ſe- 
veral queſtions concerning myſelf, which I an{wer- 
ed as well as I could; and by theſe means he had 
already received ſome general ideas, though very 
imper fect. It would be tedious to relate the ſeve - 
ral ſteps, by which I advanced to a more regular 
converſation : but the firſt account I gave of my- 
ſelf in any order and length was to this purpoſe : 

That I came from a very far country, as I alrea- 
dy had attempted to tell him, with about fifty more 
of my own ſpecies; that we travelled upon the ſeas 
in a great hollow veſſel made of wood, and larger 
than his honour's houſe, I deſcribed: the ſhip to 
him-in the beſt terms I could, and explained by the 
help of my handkerchief diſplayed, how it was dri- 
ven by the wind. I hat upon a quarrel among us 1 
was ſet on ſhore on this coaſt, where I walked for- 
ward, without knowing whither, till he delivered 
me from the perſecution. of thoſe execrable ya. 

He aſked me, who made the ſhip, and how it 
was poflible that the Houyhnhoms of my country 
would leave it to the management of brutes? My 
anſwer was, that I durſt proceed no farther in my 
relation, unleſs he would give me his word and ho- 
rour that he would not be offended, and then I 
would tell him the wonders I had ſo often promi- 
ſed. He agreed: and | went on by aſſuring him 
that the ſhip was built by creatures like myſelf, who 
in all the countries I had tsavelled, as well as in my 
own, were the only governing, rational animals - 
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and that upon my arrival hither I was as much a- 
ſtoniſhed to fee the Houyhnhnms act like rational 
beings, as he or his friends could be in finding ſome 
marks of reaſon in a creature he was plealed to. call 
a yahoo; to which I owned my reſemblance in every 
part, but could not account for their degenerate 
and brutal nature. I ſaid farther, that if good 
fortune ever reſtored me ta my native country to re - 
my travels hither, as I reſolved to do, every body 
would believe, that I /aid the thing which was not; 
that I invented the ſtory out of my own head; and 
(with all poſſible reſpect to himſelt, his family, and 
friends, and under his promiſe of not being offend - 
ed) our countreymen would hardly think it proba- 
ble, that a Houyhnhnm ſhould be the prefiding 
creature of a nation, and a ya the brute. 


| CH AP. IV. 


The Houyhnhums' notion of truth and falſehacd. 
The auther's diſcourſe diſapproved by his maſter, 
The author gives a more particular account of 
himſelf, and the accidents of his voyage, 


MY maſter heard me with great appearances of 
uneaſineſs in his countenance ; becauſe deut- 
ing or not believing, are fo little known in this coun» 
try, that the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave 
themſelves under ſuch circumſtances. And I re- 
member, in frequent diſcourſes with my maſter cou» 
cerning the nature of manhood in other parts of 
the world, having occaſion to talk of hing and falſe 
repreſentation, it was with much difaculty that he 
comprehended what I meant; altho' he had otherwiſe 
a moſt acute judgement. For he argued thus ; that 
the uſe of ſpeech was to make us underſtand — 2 
nother 
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nother, and to receive information of facts; now, 
if one ſaid the thing which was not, theſe ends were 
defeated; becauſe I cannot properly be ſaid to un- 
derſtand him; and I am ſo far from receiving in- 
formation, that he leaves. me worſe than in igno- 
rance ; for I am led to believe a thing black when 
it is white, andſbort when it is long. And theſe were 
all the notions he had concerning that faculty of y- 
ing, lo perfectly well underſtood, and ſo univerſal- 
ly practiſed, among human creatures. 

To return from this digreſſton; when I aſſerted 
that the yahszos were the only governing animals in 
my country, which my maſter ſaid, was altogether 
paſt his conception, he defired to know, whether 
we had Houyhnhoms among us, and what was 
their employment: I told him, we had great num- 
bers ; that in ſummer they grazed in the fields, and 
in winter were kept in houſes with hay and oats, 
where yahoo- ſervants were employed to rub their 
ſkins ſmooth, comb their manes, pick their feet, 
ſerve them with food, and make their beds. Iu - 
derſtand you we'l, ſaid my maſter ; it is now very 
plain from all you have ſpoken, that whatever ſhare 
of reaſlon the yahoos pretend to, the Houyhnhnms 
are your maſters ; I heartily wiſh our yahoos would 
be ſo tractable. I begged his honour would pleaſe to 
excuſe me from proceeding any farther, becauſe 
I was very certain that the account he expected 
from me would be highly diſpleafing. But he in- 
fiſted in commanding me to let him know the beſt 
and the worſt: I told him he ſhould be obeyed. 
I owned, that the Houyhnhnms among us, whom 
we called horſes, were the moſt generous and come- 
ly animal we had; that they excelled in ſtrength 
and ſwiftneſs ; and when they belonged to perſons 
of quality, were employed ia travelling, racing, or 
drawing of chariots, they were treated with much 
| Kindocts and care, till they fell into diſeaſes or be- 
came foundered in their feet; but then they r 
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ſold, and uſed to all kind' of drudgery, till they 
died; after which their ſkins were ſtripped, and 
ſold for what they were worth, and their bodies 
left to be devoured by dogs and birds of prey. But 
the common race of horſes had not ſa good fortune 
being kept by farmers and carriers and other mean 
people who put them to great labour, and fed them 
worſe. I deſcribed, as well as I could, our way of 
riding; the ſhape and uſe of a bridle, a ſaddle, a 
ſpur, and a whip; of harneſs and wheels, I ad- 
ded, that we faſtened plates of a certain hard ſub- 
ſtance, called iron, at the bottom of their feet, to 
preſerve their hoofs from being broken by the ſto- 
ny ways, On which we often travelled. ..- ' 
My maſter, after ſome expreſſions of great in- 
dignation, wondered how we dared to venture upon 
a Houyhnham's back ; for he was ſure that the 
weakeſt ſervant in his houſe would be able to ſhake 
off the ſtrongeſt yahoo; or by lying down, and 
rolling on his back, ſqueeze the brute to death. 
I anſwered, that our horſes were trained up from 
three or four years old to the ſeveral uſes we in- 
tended them for; that, it any of them proved in- 
tolerably vicious, they were employed for carria- 
ges; that they were ſeverely beaten, while they 
were young, for any miſchievous tricks; that the 
males deſigned for the common uſe of riding or 
draught, were generally caſtrated about two yeats 
after their birth, to take down their ſpirits and 
make them more tame and gentle; that they were 
indeed ſenſible of rewards and puniſhments z but 
his honour would pleaſe to conſider, that they had 
not the leaft tincture of reaſon, any more than the 
yahoo; in this country. 36) | 

It put rae to the pains of many circumlocutions 
to give my maſter a right idea of what I ſpoke ; 
for their language doth not abound in variety of 
words, becauſe their wants and paſſions are fewer 
than among us. But it is impoffible to expreſs his 
Vo. V. R noble 
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noble reſontment at our ſavage treatment of che 
.Houyhnbom:race;; particularly after I had explain - 
ed th manner and uſe of caſtrating horfes among 
us to hinder them from propogating their kind, 
aud io render chem more ſervile. He faid, if it 
were poſſible there could be any country, where ya - 
hoos alone were endued with reaſon, they certainly 
muſt be the governing animal, becauſe reaſon will 
in time always prevail againſt brutal ſtrength. But 
conſidering the frame ot our bodies, and eſpecially 
of mine, he thought no ereature of equal bulk was 
ſo ill contrived for employing that reaſon in the 
common offices of life; ' whereupon, he deſired to 
know, whether thoſe, among whom I lived, re- 
ſembled me or the yatoos of his country. I aſſur- 
ed him, that I was as well ſhaped as moſt of my 


age: but the younger and the females were much 


more ſoft and tender, and the ſkins of the latter 
generally as white as milk. He ſaid, I differed in- 
deed from other yaheos, being much more clean- 


ly, and not altogether ſo deformed; but in point 


of real advantage, he thought I differed for the 
worte. That my nails were of no; uſe either to my 
fore or hinder-feet : as to my fore · feet he could not 
properly call them by that name, for he never ob- 
 lerved me to walk upon them; that they were too 
ſoft to bear the ground; that I generally went with 
them uncovered, neither was the covering I ſome · 
times wore on them, of the ſame ſhape, or ſo 


ſtrong as that on my feet behind. That I could ay 


not walk with. any ſecurity ;:for if either of my hin- 
der feet ſlipped, I muſt ine vitabh fall. He then be- 
gan to firid fault withcother parts of my body; the 
Nueneit of my face, the prominence of my noſc, 
mine eyes placed directly in front, ſo that I could not 
look on either ſide without turning my head; that 
I was not able to feed myſelf without lifting one of 
my fore · feet to my mouth; and therefore nature 
had placed thoſe joints to anſwer that neceſſi 
1 | | [9 


| 
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He knew not what could be the uſe of thoſe ſeve- 


ral clefts and diviſions in my feet behind; that 
theſe were too ſoft to bear the hardneſs and ſharp- 
neſs of ſtones, without a coveriug made from the 
fkin of ſome other beute; that my whole 
wanted a fence agaiaſt heat and cold, which I was 
forced to put on and off every day with tediouſneſs 
and trouble. And laſtly,” that ho obſerved every 
animal in this country naturally to abhor the ya-- 
hans, whom the weaker avoided; and the ſtronger 
drove from them. So that, ſuppoſing us to have 
the giſt of reaſon, he could not ſee how it were 
poſkble to cure that naturaF antipathy, which eve- 
ry creature diſcovered againſt us; nor confequent- 
ly how we could tame and render them ferviceable. 
However, he would, as he faid, debate the matter 
no farther, becauſe he was mote defirous to know- 
my own ſtory, the country where I was born, and 
the ſeveral actions and events of my life before F 
came hither, 4 

- F-afſured him, how extremely defirous I was, 
chat he ſhould be ſatisfied in every point; but 1 
doutted much, whether it would be poſſible for 
me to explain myſelf on ſeveral ſubjects, whereof 


his honour could have no conception; becauſe 1 


ſaw nothing in his country, to which I could re- 
ſemble them. That however I would do my beſt, 


and ſtrive to-expreſs myſelf be ſimilitudes, humbly 


deſiring his aſſiſtance, when I wanted proper 
words; which he was pleaſed to promiſe me. | 
I ſaid, my birth was of honeſt parents, in an 
iftand called England, which was remote from his 
country as many days journey, as the ſtrongeſt of 
iis -honour's ſervants could travel in the annual 
courſe of the ſun: That I was bred a ſurgeon, 
whoſe trade it is to cure wounds and hurts in the 
body gotten by accident or violence: That my 
country was governed by a female man, whom we 
called Queen : Thar I 3 to get riches, hats 
. ny * 
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by I might maintain myſelf and family when E 
ſhould return: I hat in my laſt voyage I was com- 
mander of the ſhip, and had abont fifty yahoos un- 
der me, many of which died at ſea, and I was for- 
ced to ſupply them by others picked out from ſeve- 
ral nations: That our ſhip was twice in danger of 
being funk ; the firſt time by a great ſtorm, and 
the ſecond by ſtriking againſt a rock. Here my 
maſter interpoſed, by aſking me, how I could per- 
ſuade ſtrangers out of different countries to ven- 
ture with me, after the loſſes I had ſuſtained, and 
the hazards I had run. I faid, they were fellows 
of deſperate fortunes, forced to fly from the places 
of their birth on account of their poverty or 
their crimes. Some were undone by law-ſuits; o- 
thers ſpent all they had in drinking, whoring, and 


gaming; others fled for treaſon; many for mur- 


der, theft, poiſoning, robbery, perjury, forgery, 
coining falſe- money, for committing rapes or ſodo- 
my; for flying from their colours; or deſerting to- 
the enemy; and moſt of them had broken priſon ;- 


none of theſe durſt return to their native countries 


for fear of being hanged, or of ſtarving in a jail ;. 
and therefore they were under a neceſſiiy of feck- 
ing a livelihood in other places, 
uring this diſcourſe, my maker was pleaſed to 
interrupt me ſeveral times; I had made uſe of ma- 
cireumlocutions in deſcribing to-him the nature 
of the feveral crimes, for which moſt of our crew 
had been forced to fly their country. This labour 
took up ſeveral days converſation before he was a- 
ble to comprehend me. He was wholly at a loſs: 


to know. what could be the uſe or neceſſity of 


practiſing thote vices. To clear up which, I en- 
deavoured to give him ſome ideas of the deſire of 
power and riches; of the terrible effects of luſt, 


 Intemperance, malice, and envy. All this I was 


forced to define. and deſcribe by putting caſes and 
making ſuppoſuions. After which, like one whoſe 
| imagination 
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imagination was ſtruck with ſomething never ſeen 
or heard of before, he would lift up his eyes wich 
amazement and indignation. Power, government, 
war, law, puniſhment, and a thouſand other things 
had no terms, wherein chat language could expreſs 
them; which made the difficulty almoſt inſuper- 
able to give my maſter any conception of what L 
meant. But being of an excellent anderſtanding, 
much improved by contemplation and converſe, he 
at laſt arrivied at a competent knowledge of - what - 
human nature in our parts of the world is capable 
to perform, and deſired I would give him foms- 
particular account of that land, which we call Eu- 
rope, but eſpecially of my own country 
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The author, at his maſter's commands, informs him . | 
the flate of England. The cauſes of war among the 
princes of Europe. The author begins ta explain the- 
Engliſb conſtitution. 


HE reader may pleaſe to obſerve, that the fol» 
| lowing extract of my converſations I had 
with my maſter, contains a ſummary of the moſt 
material points, which were diſcourſed on at ſeve · 
ral times for above two years; his honour often 
deſiring fuller ſatisfaction, as J farther impraved 
in the Houyhnhnm tongue. I laid before him, as 
well as I could, the whole ſtate of Europe. I diſ- 
courſed ot trade and manufactures, of arts and fci- 
ences; and the anſwers I gave to all the queſtions 
he made, as they aroſe upon ſeveral ſubjects, wer 
a fund of converſation not to be exhauſted. But! | 
- ſhall here only ſet down the ſubſtance of what 
paſſed between us concerning my own country, re- 
R 3 ducing 
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ducing it into order as well as I can, without any 
regard to time or other circumſtances, while 1 
ſtrictly adhere to truth. My only concern is, that 
I ſhall hardly be able to do juſtice to my maſter's 
arguments and expreſſions, which muſt needs ſuffer 
by my want of capacity, as well as by a tranflation 
into our barbarous Engliſh. . | 

In obedience therefore to his honour's com- 
mands, I related to him the revolution under the 
Prince of Orange ; the long war with France en- 
tered into by the ſaid Prince, and renewed by his 
ſucceſſor the preſent Queen, wherein the greateſt 
powers of Chriſtendom were engaged, and which 


ſtill continued: I computed, at his requeſt, . that 


about a million of y4ahoos might have been killed in 
the whole progreſs of it; and perhaps a hundred 


or more citics taken, and five times as many ſhips 


burnt or ſunk, | | 

He aſked me, what were the uſual eauſes or mo- 
tives that made one country go to war with ano- 
ther I anſwered they were innumerable ; but I 
ſhould only mention a few of the chief. Some- 
times the ambition of princes, who never think 
they have land or people enough to govern. Some- 
times the corruption ef miniſters, who engage their 
maſter in a war, in order to ſtifle or divert the cla- 
mour of the ſubjccts againſt their evil adminiſtra- 
tion, Difference in opinions hath coſt many mil- 
lions of lives: tor inſtance, whether fleſh be bread, 
or bread be fleſh; whether the juice of a certain 
berry be blood or wine * ; whether whiftling be a 
vice or a virtue ; whether it be better to #i/s a 
p, or throw it into the fire ; what is the beſt 
colour for a csat whether black, white, red, or 
grey: and whether it ſhould be long or bort, nar. 
row or wide, dirty or clean, with many more *. 

® Tranſobſtantiation, + Chn:ch-muſfic, I Kiffing a croſs, 


** The colour and make of ſacred yeſtments, and different ors 
dert of Popiſh eccleſiaſtics. 


Neither 
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| Neither are any wars ſo furious and bloody, or of 
ſo long continuance, as thoſe occaſioned by diffe- 
rence in opinion, eſpecially if it be in things indif- 

/ ferent. FR | 
Sometimes the quarrel between two princes is to 
decide, which of them ſhall diſpoſſeſs a third of 
his dominions, where neither of them pretend 'to 
any right. Sometimes one prince quarrelleth with 
another, for fear the other ſhould quarrel with 
him. Sometimes a war is entered upon becauſe 
the enemy is too /frong*; and ſometimes becauſe he 
is too weak, Sometimes our neighbours want the 
things which we have, or have the things which 
we want; and we both fight, till they take ours, 
or give us theirs, It is a very juſtifiable cauſe of a 
war, to invade a country after the people have 
| been waſted by famine, deſtroyed by peſtilence, or 
embroiled by factions among themſelves, It is 
| juſtifiable to enter into a war againſt our neareſt 
ally, when one of his towns lies convenient for us, | 
or a territory of land, that would render our do- 
minions round and compact. If a prince ſends 
forces into a nation, where the people are poor 
and ignorant, he may lawfully put the half of them 
to death, and make ſlaves of the reſt, in order to 
_civilize and reduce them from their barbarous way 
of living, It is a very kingly, honourable, and 
frequent practice, when one prince defires the aſ- 
fiſtance of another to ſecure him againſt an inva- 
ſion, that the aſſiſtant, when he hath driven out 
the invader, ſhould ſeize on the dominions himſelf, 
and kill, impriſon, or baniſh the prince he came 
to relieve. Alliance by blood, or marriage, is a 
| frequent cauſe of war between princes; and the 
| nearer the kindred is, the greater is their diſpoſiti- 
on to quarrel : poor nations are hungry, and rich 
nations are proud: and pride and hunger will ever 
be at variance, For theſe reaſons the trade of a 


ſoldier is held the moſt honourable of all others ; 
becauſe 
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becauſe a ſoldier is a yahoo hired to kill in cold 
blood as many of his own ſpecies, who have never 
offended him, as poflibly he can, 

There is likewiſe a kind of beggarly princes in 
Europe, not able to make war by themſelves, who 
hire out their troops to richer nations, for ſo much 
a day to each man; of which they keep three» 
fourths to themſelves, and it is the beſt part of 
their maintenance; ſuch are thoſe in many northern 
parts of Europe. 

What you have told me (ſaid my maſter) upon 
the ſubject of war, does indeed diſcover moſt ad- 
mirably the effects of that reaſon you pretend to 
however it is happy that the /bame is greater than 
the danger; and that nature hath left you utterly 
| incapable of doing much miſchief, For, your 

mouths lying flat with your faces, you can hardly 
bite each other to any purpoſe, unleſs by conſent, 
Then as to the claws upon your feet before and be+ 
hind, they are ſo ſhort and tender, that one of 
our yahoos would drive a dozen of yours before 
him, And therefore in recounting the numbers 
of thoſe who have been killed in battle, I cannot 
but think you have /aid the thing which is not. 
I could not forbear ſhaking my head, and ſmiling 
@ little at his ignorance, And being no ſtranger 
to the art of war, I gave him a deſcription of can- 
nous, culverins, muſquets, carabines, piſtols, bul- 
lets, powder, ſwords, bayonets, battles, ficges, 
retreats, attacks, undermines, countermines, bom» 
hardments, ſea-fights, ſbips ſunk with a thouſand 
ner, twenty thouland killed on each fide, dying 
roags, limbs flying ia the air, ſmoke, noiie, con- 
uſion, trampling to death under horſes feet; 
flight, purſuit, victory; fields ſtrewed with carca- 
ſes, left tor food to dogs and wolves, and birds of 
prey; plundering, ſtripping, raviſhing, burning 
and deſtroying. And to ſet forth the yalour of 


my own dear countrymen, I aflured him, hy 1 
: a 
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had ſeen them blow up a hundred enemies at once 
in a fiege, and as many in a ſhip ; and beheld the 
dead bodies drop down in pieces from the clouds, 
to the great diverſion of the ſpectators “. 9 
I was going on to more particulars, when my 
maſter commanded me filence. He ſaid, whoever 
underſtood the nature of yahoos, might eaſily be- 
lieve it poſſible for fo vile an animal to be capable 
of every action I had named, if their ſtrength and 
cunning equalled their malice. But as my diſcourſe 
had increaſed his abhorrence of the whole ſpecies, 
fo he found it gave him a diſturbance in his mind, 
to which he was wholly a ſtranger before. He 
thotight his ears, being uſed to ſuch abominable 
words, might by degrees admit them with leſs de- 
teſtation. That although he hated the yahoos of 
this country, yet he no more blamed them for 
their odious qualities, than he did a gnnayh (a bird 
of prey)- for its cruelty, or a ſharp ſtone for cut- 
ting his hoof. But when a creature, pretending 
to reaſon, could be capable of ſuch enormities, he 
dreaded, left the corruption of that faculty might 
be worſe than brutality itſelf. He teemed therefore 
confident, that, inftead of reaſon, we were only 
. ® It would perhaps be impoſſible, by the moſt labouted argument 
or forcible eloquence, to ſhew the abſurd injuſtice and horrid cruelty 
of war ſo effetually, as by this ſimple exhibition of them in a new 
light, With war, including every ſpecies of iniquity and every art 
of deſtruction, we become familiar by degrees, under ſpecious terms, 
which are ſeldom examined, becauſe they are learned at an age, in 
which the mind impliciily receives and retains whatever is impreſt, 
Thus it happens, that when one man murders another to gratify his 
laſt, we ſhudder ; but when one man murders a miilion to pratify 
his vanity, we approve and we admire, we envy and we applau 
If, when this and the preceding pages are read, we diſcover with 
atoniſhment, that, when the ſame events have occurred in hiſtory, 
we felt no emotion, and acquieſced in wars which we could not but 
know to have been commenced for ſuch cauſes, and carried on by 
ſuch means; let not him be cenſored for two much debafing his 
ſpecies, who has contributed to their felicity and preſervation, by 
ſtripping off the veil of cuſtom and p-ejudice, and holding up, in their 


native deformity, the vices by which they become wretched, and the 
arts by which they are deſtroyed, 


poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of ſome quality fitted to increaſe. our na+ 
tural vices; as the reflection from a troubled ſtream 
returns the image of an ill- ſhapen body, not only 
0 but more diſtorted. | TY 
le added, that he had heard too much upon the 
ſubject of war, both in this, and ſome former diſ- 
courſes. There was another point, which a little 
rplexed him at preſent. I had informed him, that 
He of aur crew left their country on account of 
being ruined by law; that I had already explained 
the meaning of the word; but he was at. a loſs how- 
it ſhould come to paſs, that the law, which was in- 
tended for every man's preſervation, ſhould be any 
man's ruin, Therefore he deſired to be farther ſatis- 
fied what I meant by law, and the diſpenſers there - 
of, according to the preſent practice in my own 
country: becauſe: he thought nature and reaſen 
were ſufficient guides for a reafonable animal, as 
we pretend to be, in ſhewing us what we ought to 
do, and what to avoid. | | 
ls aſſured his -honour, that law was a ſcience, in 
which L had not much converſed, further than by - 
employing adyocates in vain upon ſome injuſtices 
that had been done me; however I would give him 
all che ſatisfaction I was able. 5 
L faid; there was a ſociety of men among us bred. 
up from their youth in the art of proving, by words 
multiplied for the purpoſe, that white is black, and 
black is white, according as they are paid“. TO 
this fociety all the reſt of the people are flaves. For 
example, if my neighbour hath a mind to my cow, 
he hires a lawyer to prove that he ought to have my- 
cow from me. I muſt then hire another to defend 
my right; it being againſt all rules of law, that any: 
man ſhould be allowed to ſpeak for himſelf. Now 
in this caſe I, who am the right owner, lie under 
two great diſadvantages; firſt, my lawyer, being 
As in every cauſe council are feed on both fides, it cannot b pre- 
tended, that this account is much exaggerated, | 
| practiſed 
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2 almoſt from his cradle in defending falſe- 
ood, is quite out of his element, when he would be 
an advocate for juſtice, which is an unnatural of- 
-fice, he always attempts with great aukwardneſe, if 
not with ill-will. The 8 diſadvantage is, that 
my lawyer muſt proceed with great caption, or elſe 
he will be reprimanded by the judges, and abhorred 
by his brethren, as one that would leſſen the prae- 
tice of the law. And therefore I have but two 
methods to preſerve ay cow. The firſt is, to gain 
over my adverſary's lawyer with a double fee; who 
will then betray his client, by inſinuating that he 
hath juſtice on his fide. The ſecond way is, for my 
lawyer to make my cauſe appear as unjuſt as he 
can, by allowing the cow to belong to my adverſa- 
ry; and this, if it be {kilfully done, will certainly 
beſpeak the favour of the bench. Now your ho- 
nour is to know, that theſe judges are perſons ap- 
pointed to decide-all controverſies of property, as 
well as for the trial of criminals, and picked out 
from the moſt dexterous lawycrs who are grown 
old or lazy; and having been byaſſed all their lives 
againſt truth and equity, lie under ſuch a fatal ne- 
ceſſity of favouring fraud, perjury, and oppreſſion, 
that I have known ſome of them refuſe a large 
| bribe from the fide where juſtice lay, rather than 
injure the faculty, by doing any thing unbecoming 
their nature or their office. 955 

It is a maxim among theſe lawyers, that whatever 
hath been n. be done again: 
and therefore they take ſpecial care to record all 
the deciſions formerly made againſt common juſtice, 
and the general reaſon of mankind. Theſe, under 
the name of precedents, they produce as authorities 
to juſtify the moſt iniquitous opinions, and the 

judges never fail of directing accordingly, 

'In 2 they ſtudiouſly avoid entering into 
the merits of the cauſe ; but are loud, violent, and 
tedious, in dwelling upon all circumſtances which 

are 
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are not to the purpoſe. For inſtance, in the caſe. 
already mentioned: they never deſire to know what 
claim or title my adverſary hath to my cow; but 
whether the cow were red or black; her horns long 
or ſhort ; whether the field I graze her in be round 
or ſquare ; whether ſhe was milked at home or a- 
broad; what diſeaſes the is ſubject to, and the 
like ; after which they conſult precedents, adjourn 
the cauſe from time to time, and in ten, twenty, or 
thirty years come to an iſſue, . | | 

It is likewiſe to be obſerved, that this ſociety hath 
a peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no 
other mortal can underſtand, and wherein all their 
laws are written, which they take ſpecial care to 
multiply; whereby they have wholly confounded 
the very eſſence of truth and falſhood, of right and 
wrong; ſo that it will take thirty years to decide, 
whether the field left me by my anceſtors for ſix 


| 33 belong to me or to a ſtranger three 


undred miles off. 

In the trial of perſons accuſed for crimes againſt 
the ſtate, the method is much more ſhort and com- 
mendable : the judge firſt ſends to ſound the diſpo- 
ſition of thoſe in power, after which he can eaſily 
hang or ſave a criminal, ſtrictly preſerving all the 
due forms of law, 

Here my maſter interpoſing, ſaid it was a pity, 
that creatures endued with ſuch prodigious abilities 
of mind, as theſe lawyers, by the deſcription 1 gave 
of them, muſt certainly be, were not rather encou+ 
raged to be inſtructors of others in wiſdom and 
knowledge. In anſwer to which I aſſured his ho- 
nour, that, in all points out of their own trade, 
they were: uſually the moſt ignorant and ſtupid ge- 
neration among us, the moſt deſpicable in common 
converſation, avowed enemies to all knowledge and 
learning, and equally diſpoſed to pervert the gene- 
ral reaſon of mankind in every other ſubject of 
diſcourſe as ia that of their own profeſſion. 


x CHAP, 
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A continuation of the flate of England under Queen 
Anne. The character of a firſt minifter of ſtate in 


European courts, | 


M maſter was yet wholly at a loſs to under · 
ſtand, what motives could incite this race of 
lawyers to perplex, diſquiet, and weary themſelves, 
and engage in a confederacy of injuſtice, merely for 
the ſake of injuring their fellow- animals; neither 
could he comprehend what I meant in ſaying, they 
did it for hire. Whereupon I was at much pains 
to deſcribe to him the uſe of money, the' materials 
it was made of, and the value of the metals; that 
when a yahoo had got a great ſhore of this precious 
ſubſtence, he was able to purchaſe whatever he had 
a mind to, the fineſt clothing, the nobleſt houſes, 
great tracts of land, the moſt coſtly meats and 
drinks; and have his choice of the moſt beautiful 
females. Therefore, ſince money alone was able 
to perform all theſe feats, our yahoos though they 
could never have enough of it to ſpend, or to ſave, 
f as they found themſelves inclined from their natu- 
| ral bent either to profuſion or avarice. That the 
erich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man's la- 
bour, and the latter were a thouſand to one in pro- 
portion to the former. That the bulk of our peo- 
ple were forced to live miſerably, by labouring every 
day for ſmall wages, to make a few live plenti» 
fully. I enlarged myſelf much on theſe. and many 
other particulars to the ſame purpoſe : but his ho- 
nour was ſtill io ſeek ; for he went upon a ſuppo- 
fition, that all animals had a title to their ſhare in 
the production of the earth, and eſpecially thoſe 
Vol. V. " who 
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who preſided over the reſt. Therefore he deſired 
1 would let him know, what theſe coſtly meats 

were, and how any of us happened to want them. 
Whereupon I enumerated as many forts as came 
into my head, with the various methods of dreſſing 
them, which could not be done without ſending 
_ veſſels by ſra to every part of the world, as well tor 
liquors to drink, as for ſauces, and innumerable _ 
other conveniences. I aſſured him that this whole 
globe of earth muſt be at leaſt three times.gone 
round, before one of our better female 2 
could get her breakfaſt, or a cup to put it in. He 
{aid that muſt needs be a miſerable country, which 
cannot furniſh food for its own inhabitants. But 
what he chiefly wondered at was, how ſuch vaſt 
tracts of ground, as I deſcribed, ſhould be wholly 
without freſh water, and the people put to the ne- 
eeſſity of ſending over the fea for drink. I replied, 
that England (the dear place of my nativity,) was 
computed to produce three times the quantity of 
food, more than its inhabitants are able to conſume, 
as well as liquors extracted from grain, or preſſed 
out of the fruit of certain trees, which made excel - 
lent drink; and the ſame proportion in every other 
convenience of life. But in order to feed the lux- 
ury and intemperance of the males, and the vanity 
of the females, we ſent away the greateſt part of 
our neceſſary things to other countries, from 
whence we in return brought the materials of diſ- 
eaſes, folly, and vice, to ſpend among ourſelves. 
Hence it follows of neceſſity, that vaſt numbers of 


our people are compelled to ſeek their livelihood by 


begging, robbing, ſtealing, cheating, pimping, flat- 
ering, ſaborning, forſwearing, forging, gaming, 
lying, fawning, hectoring, voting, ſeribling, ſtar- 
gazing, poiſoning, whoring, canting, libelling, 
free - thinking, and the like occupations : every one 
of which texms I was at much pains to make him 
underſtand. _ 54; 

1 * That 
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That wine was not imported among us from fo- 
reign countries to ſupply the want of water, or 
other drinks, but becauſe it was a fort of liquid 
which made us merry, by putting us out of our 


ſenſes, diverted all melancholy thoughts, begat wild 


extravagant imaginations in the brain, raiſed our 
hopes, and baniſhed our. fears; ſuſpended every 
office uf reaſon for a time, and deprived us of the 
uſe of our limbs, till we fell into a profound ſleep : 
although it muſt be confeſſed, that we always awa - 
ked ſick and diſpirited and that the uſe of this 
liquor filled us with diſeaſes, mm made our lives 
uncomfortable and ſhore *. . 

But beſides all this, the bulk of 'our pos — 
ported themſelves by furniſhing the necefſſmies or 
conveniencies of life to the rich, and to each other. 
1 inſtance, when 1 am at home, and dreſſed as 1 

ght to be, I carry on my body che workmanthip'of 
an 3 tradeſmen ; the building and furniture 
of my houſe employ as many more, and five times 
the number to adorn my wife. 

I was going on to tell him of avother ſort of peo« * 
ple, who get their livelihood by attending the fick, 
having upon ſome occaſions informed his honour, 
that many of my erew had died of diſcaſes. But 
here it was with the utmoſt difficulty, that l brought 
him to apprebend what I meant, He could eatily 
conceive, that a Houyhnhom grew weak and heavy 
2 few days before his death, or by ſome» accident 
might hurt a limb: but that Nature, who works 
all things to perfection, fhould ſuffer any pains to 
breed in our bodies, he thought impoſſible, and 
deſired to know the reaſon of io unaccountable an 
evil. I told him, we fed on a thouſand things, 
which operated contrary to each other; that we cat 
when we were not hungry, and drank without the 


0 This account excites jdeas of drunkenneſs, different from 
S are conceived under the terms by which it is generally 
o_ 
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1 provocation of thirſt; that we ſat whole nights 
11 drinking ſtrong liquors without eating a bit, which 
diſpoſed us to ſloth, inflamed our bodies, and pre- 
| cipitated or prevented digeſtion. That proſtitute 
| female yahoos acquired a certain malady, which 
breed rotennels in the bones of thoſe who fell into 
their embraces; that this and many other diſeaſes 
were propagated from father to ſon; ſo that great 
numbers come into the world with complicated ma- 
ladies upon them: that it would be endleſs to give 
him a catalogue of all diſeaſes incident to human 
bodies; for they could not be fewer than five or fix 
hundred ſpead over every limb and joint; in ſhort, 
every part, external and inteſtine, having diſeaſes 
appropriated to itſelf, . To remedy-which-there was 
a ſort of people bred up among us in the profeſſion, 
or pretence, of curing the ſick, And becauſe | had 
ſome ſkill in the faculty, I would, in gratitude to 
his honour, let him know the whole myſtery and 
method, by which they proceeedgc. 
| - Their fundamental is, that all diſeaſes ariſe from 
repletion; from whence they conclude, that a great 
evacuation of the body is necefſiry either through 
if the natural paſſage, or upwards at the mouth. 
Their next buſineſs is from herbs, minerals, gums, 
oils,” ſhells, ſalts, juices, ſea-weed, excrements, 
barks of trees, ſerpents, toads, frogs, ſpiders, dead 
mens fleſh and bones, birds, beaſts, and fiſhes, to 
form a compoſition for ſmell and taſte the moſt 
abominable, nauſeous, and deteſtable, they can 
poſſibly contrive, which the ſtomach; immediately 
rejects with loathing; and this they call a vomit : 
or elſe from the ſame ſtore-houſe; with ſome other 
poiſonous! additions, they command us to take in 
at the orifice above or below (juſt as the phyſician 
then happens to be diſpoſed,) a medicine equally 
annoying and diſguſtful ro the bowels ; which, re- 
laxing the belly, drives down all before it; and this 
they call a purge or a clyſter. For Nature (as the 
9 40 2 - phy ficians. 
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phyſicians alledge,) having intended the ſuperior 
anterior orifice only for the intromiſſion of ſolids 
and liquids, and the inferior poſterior for ejection; 
theſe artiſts ingeniouſly ——_— that in all dif- 
caſes Nature is forced out of her ſeat, therefore to 
replace her in it, the body muſt be treated in a 
manner directly contrary, by interchanging the uſe 
of each orifice ; forcing ſolids and liquids in at the 
anus, and waking evacuations at the mouth. | 
But beſidis real diſeaſes, we are ſubject to many 


chat are only imaginary, for which the phyſicians 


have invented imaginary cures: theſe have their ſe- 
veral names, and io have the drugs that are proper 
for them; and with theſe our female yahoos are 
always infeited, | . 7 @ 2M 

Oae great excellency in this tribe is their {kill at 
prognoſtics, wherein they ſeldom fail; their pre- 
dictions in real diſeaſes, when they riſe to any de- 
gree of malignity, generally portending death, 
which is always in their power, when recoyery is 
not: and therefore, upou any unexpected ſigns of 
amendment after they have pronounced their ſen- 
tence, rather than be accuſed for falſe prophets, 
they know how to approve their ſagacity to the 
world by a ſeaſonable doſe... 

They are likewiſe of ſpecial uſe to huſbands and 
wives, who are grown weary of their mates: to el - 
deſt ſons, to great minitters of ſtate, and often to 
princes. 5 LINE HQ, 

I had formerly upon occaſion diſcourſed with my 
maſter upon the nature of government in general, 
and particularly of our own excellent conſtitution, 
deſervedly the wonder and envy of the whole 
world. But having here accidentally mentioned a 
miaiſter of ſtate, he commanded me ſome time af · 
ter to inform him, what ſpecies of yahoo I particu» 
larly meant by that appellation. : | 


4 


I told him, that a firſt or chief miniſter of ſtate, | 


who was che perſon I er to delſeribe, was a 


creature 
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fhould take it for a lie; nor a lie, but with a defign 
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creature wholly exempt from joy and grief, love 
and hatred, pity and anger; at leaſt makes uſe of 
no other paſſions, but a violent defire of wealth, 
power, and titles; that he applies his words to all 
uſes, except to the indication of his mind; that he 
never tells a truth but with an intent that yoù 


that you ſhould take it for a truth; that thoſe he 
ſpeaks worſt of behind their backs, are in the fureſt 
way of preferment; and whenever he begins to 


> praiſe you to others, or to yourſelf, you are from 
that day forlorn. The worſt mark you can receive 


is a promiſe, eſpecially when it is confirmed with 
an oath; after which every wiſe man retires, and 


gives over all hopes. 


There are three methods, by which a man may 
riſe to be chief miniſter. The firſt is, by knowing 
how with prudence to diſpoſe of a wife, a daugh - 
ter, or a ſiſter ; the ſecond, by betraying or under- 
mining his predeceſſor; and the third is, by a furious 
zeal in public afſemblies againſt the corruptions of the 


court. But a wile prince would rather chooſe to em- 


ploy thoſe, who practiſe the laſt of theſe methods; 
becauſe ſuch zealots prove always the moſt obſequi- 
ous and ſubſervient to the will and paſſions of their 
maſter, I hat theſe miniſters, having all employ- 


ments at their diſpoſal, preſerve. themſelves in 


power, by bribing the majority of a ſenate or great 
council; and at laſt by an expedient, called an act 
of indemnity, (whereof 1 deſcribed the nature to 
him,) they ſecure themſelves from after-reckon- 
ings, and retire from the public, laden with the 
fpois ofthe nation. bis e ow ede 
The palace of a chief miniſter is a ſeminary to 
breed up others in his own trade: the pages, lac» 
quies, and porter, by imitating their maſter, become 
miniſters of ſtate in their ſeveral diſtricts, and learn 
to excel in the three principal ingredients, of inſo- 
lence, lyiog, and bribery, Accordingly they have 
| | a ſubaltern 


* 
* 
* 
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a ſubaltern court paid to them by perſons of the 
beſt rank; and ſometimes, by the force of dexterity 
and impudence, arrive, through ſeveral gradations, 
to be ſucceſſor to their lord. ' DM v | | 
- He is uſually governed by a decayed wench, or 
favourite footman, who are the funnels througty 
which all graces are conveyed, and may 5 
be called, in the laſt reſort, the , governors of the 
kingdom. One day in diſcourſe, my maſter having 

heard me mention the nobility of my country, was: 
pleaſed to make me a compliment, which 1 could 
not pretend to deſerye : that he was fure I muſt 

have been born of ſome noble family, becauſe I far 
excceded in ſhape, colour, and cleanlineſs, all the 

yahoos of this nation, although I ſeemed to fail in 
ſtrength and agility, which muſt be imputed to my 
different way of living from thoſe other brutes; and 

beſides I was not only endued with the faculty of 
ſpeech, but likewiſe with ſome rudiments of reaſon, 

to a degree, that with all his acquaintance I paſſed 


for a prodigy. 


He made me obſerve, that among the Houyh- 
nhnms, the white, the ſorrel, and the iron grey, 
were not ſo exactly ſhaped as the bay, the dapple 
grey, and the black; nor born with equal talents 
of mind, or a capacity to improve them; and there- 
fore continued always in the condition. of ſervants, 
without ever aſpiring to match out of their own 
race, which in that country would be reckoned: 
monſtrous and unnatural, _ - | 
I made his honour my moſt humble acknow- 
ledgements for the good opinion he was pleaſed to 
conceive of me; but aſſured him, at the ſame time, 
that my birth was of the lower ſort, having been 
horn of plain honeſt parents, who were juſt able to 
give me a tolerable education; that nobility among 
us was altogether a different thing from the idea he 
had of it; that our young'noblemen are bred from 
their childhood in idleneſs and luxury; As 
| OOn 
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ſoon as years will permit, they conſume their vi- 
gour, and contract odious diſeaſes among lewd fe- 
males; and when their fortunes are almoſt ruined, 
they marry ſome woman ot mean birth, diſagreea- 
ble perſon, and unſound conſtitution, merely for 
the ſake of money, whom they hate and deſpiſe. 
That the productions of ſuch marriages are gene- 
rally ſcrophulous, rickety, or deformed children; 
by which means the family ſeldom continues above 
three generations, unleſs the wife takes care to pro- 
vide a healthy father among her neighbours or do- 
meitics, in order to improve and continue the breed: 
That a weak diſeaſed body, a meagre conutenance, 
and ſallow complexion, are the true marks of no- 
ble blood; and a healthy robuſt appearance, is ſo 
diſgracetul in a man of quality, that the world 
concludes his real father to have been a groom, or 
a coachman. The imperfections of his mind run 
parallel with thoſe of his body, being a compoſition 
of ſpleen, dulneſs, ignorance, caprice, ſenſuality, 
and pride, 

'Without the conſent of this illuſtrious body, no 
law can be enacted, repealed, or altered; and theſe 
nobles have likewiſe the decifions of all our ae 


tions, without appeal. 
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could prevail on myſelf to give a true repreſenta» 
tion 
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puartiality to the place of his birth, .-. 
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tion of my own ſpecies among a race of mortals, who - 


are already too apt to conceive the vileſt opinion 


of human kind from that intire congruity betwixt 
me and their yahoos.. But I muſt freely confeſs, that 
the many virtues of thoſe excellent quadrupeds, pla · 
ced in oppoſite view to human corruptions, had fa 
far opened my eyes, and enlarged my underſtand - 
iog, that I began to view: the actions and paſſions 
of man in a very different light; and to think the 
honour of my own kind not worth managing; 
which beſides it was impoſſible for me to do before 
a perſon of ſo acute a judgement as my maſter, who 
daily convinced me of a thouſand faults in mylelf, 
whereof I had not the leaſt perception before, and 
which with us would never be numbered even a- 
mong human infirmities. I had likewiſe learned 
from his example an utter deteſtation of all falſe - 
hood or diſguiſe; and truth appeared fo amiable to 


me, that I determined upon facrificing every thing 


to it. Nate 4e 

Let me deal ſo candidly with the reader as to 
confeſs. that there was a much ſtronger motive for 
the freedom I took in my repreſentation of things. 
I had not been a year in this country, before I con- 
tracted ſuch a love and veneration for the inhabi- 
tants, that I entered on. firm reſolution never to 
teturn to human kind, but to paſs the reſt of my 
life among _ theſe admirable Hovyhahnms in the 
contemplation and practice of every virtue, where 
I could have no example or incitement to vice. But 
it was decreed by fortune, my perpetual enemy, that 
ſo great a felicity ſhould not fall to my ſhare, How- 
ever, it is now ſome comfort to reflect, that, in 
what I ſaid of my countrymen; I extenuated- their 
faults as much as I durſt before ſ9 ſtrict an exami - 
ner; and upon every article gave as favourable a 
turn as the matter would bear. For indeed who is 
there alive, that will not be ſwayed by his byaſs and 
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I have related the ſubſtance of ſeveral converſa- 
tions I had with my maſter, during the greateſt 
part of the time I had the honour to be in his ſer- 
vice ; but have indeed, for brevity's ſake, omitted 
much more than is here {ct down, © wrt Tt; 
When bad anſwered all his queſtions, and his 
curioſity ſeemed to be fully fatisfied, he fent for me 
one morning early, and commanding. me co fit down 
at ſome diſtance (an honour which he had never be- 
fore conferred upon me), he ſaid, he had been very 
ſeriouſly conſidering my whole ſtory, ſo far as it re- 
lated both to myſelf and country: that he looked 
upon us as a fort of animals, to whoſe ſhare, by 
what accident he could not conjecture, ſome ſmall 
pittance of reaſon had fallen, whereof we made no 
other uſe, than by its affiſtance to aggravate our na- 
tural corruptions, and to acquire new ones, which 
nature had not given us: that we diſarmed ourſelves 
of the few abilities ſhe had beſtowed ; bad been 
very ſucceſsful in multiplying our original wants, 
and ſeemed to ſpend our whole lives in vain endea- 
yours to ſupply them by our own inventions. That 
as to myſelf it was manifeſt, I had neither the 
ſtrength or agility of a common yahoo;; that I walk- 
ed infirmly on my' hinder feet; had found out a 
contrivance to make my claus of no aſe or defence, 
and to remove the hair from my chin, which was 
intended as a ſhelter from the fun and the weather. 
Laſtly, That I could neither run with ſpeed, nor 
climb trees like my brethren (as he called them), the 

s in this country. | 1 

- 'Chat our inſtuutions of gevernment and lau were 
plainly owing to our groſs defects in reaſon, and b 

conſequence in virtue; becauſe reaſon alone is ſut- 
ficicut to govern a rational creature; which was 
therefore a character we had no pretence to chal- 
lenge, even from the account I had given of my 
own people: although he manifeſtly perceived, that 
in order to favour them, I had concealed many 
grant 1 particulars 
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particulars, and often ſaid the thing which was not. 
He was the more confirmed in this opinion be- 
cauſe he obſerved, that as l agreed in every feature 
of my body with other yoho95, except where it was 
to my real diſadvantage, in point of ſtrength, pat 
and activity, the ſhortneſs of my claws, and e 
other particulars where nature had no part; fo from 
the repreſentation I had given him of our lives, our 
manners, and our actions, he found as near a reſem- 
blance in the diſpoſition of our minds. He faid 
the yahoos were known to hate one another, more 
than they did any different ſpecies of animals; and 
the reaſon uſually affigned was, the odiouſneſs of 
their own ſhapes, which all could ſee in the reſt but 
not in themſelves. He had therefore begun to 
think it not unwiſe in us to cover our bodies, and 
by that invention conceal many of our deformities 
from each other, which would elſe be hardly ſup- 
portable, But he now found he had been miſ- 
taken, and that the diſſenſſions of thoſe brutes 
in his country were owing to the ſame cauſe 
with ours, as 1 had deſcribed them. For if (faid 
he) you throw among five yahoos as much food as 
would be fufficient for fifry, they will, inſtead of 
eating peaceably, fall together by the ears, each ſin- 
gle one impatient to have all to itſe/f; and therefore 
a ſervant was uſually employed to ſtand by while 
they were feeding abroad, and thoſe kept at home 
were tied at a diſtance from each other; that if a 
cow died of age or accident, before a Houyhnhnm 
could ſecure it for his own yahoos, thoſe in the neigh» 
bourhood would come in herds to ſeize it, and then 
would enſue ſuch 2 battle as I had deſcribed, with 
terrible wounds made by their claws on both ſides, 
although they ſeldom were able to kill one another 
for want of ſuch convenient inſtruments of death 
as we had invented. At other times the like bat- 
tles have been fought between the yahcos of ſeveral 
neighbourhoods without any viſible cauſe : thoſe of 
| one 
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one diſtrict watching all opportunities to ſurpriſe the 
next, before they are prepared But if they, find 1 
their project hath miſcarried, they return home, | 
and, for want of enemies, engage in what I call a 
civil war among themſelves, | 
That. in ſome fields of his country there are cer- 
tain ſhining ones of ſeveral colours, whereof the 
yahbces are violently fond; and when part of theſe 
ſtones is fixed in the earth, as it ſometimes happen- 
eth, they will dig with their claws for whole days to 
get them out; then carry them away and hide them 
| by heaps in their kennels ; but ſtill lookiag round with 
great caution, for fear their comrades ſhould find out 
their treaſure. My, maſter ſaid, he could. never 
diſcover the reaſon of this unnatural appetite, or 
how theſe ſtones could be of any uſe to a yahoo; 
but now he believed it might proceed from the ſame 
principle of avarice, which 1 had aſcribed to man- 
ind: that he had once, by way of experiment, 
privately removed a heap of theſe ſtones from the 
place where one of his yahoos had buried it; where- 
upon the ſordid animal, miſſing his treaſure, by his 
loud lamenting brought the whole herd to the place, 
there miſerably howled, then fell to biting and tear- 
ing the reſt ; began to pine away, would neither eat, 
nor ſleep, nor work, till he ordered a ſervant pri- 
vately to convey the ſtones into the ſame hole, and 
hide them as before; which when his yahoo had 
found, he preſently recovered his ſpirits, and good 
humour, but took care to remove them to a better 
hiding - place, and hath ever, ſince been a very ſer- 
J.. cn at onion blo hoelru 
My maſter farther aſſured me, which I alſo ob- 
ſerved myſelf, that in the fields where the ſhining 
Honest abound, the fierceſt and moſt frequent batiles 
are fought, occaſioned by perpetual inroads of the 
neighbouring yahoos. 


* Nothivg can be ſaid to make avarice a greater reptoach to man- 
kind, except hat it is a vice which this deſcription will not eure 
289 2 e 
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| He faid, it was common, when two yahoos diſco- 
vered ſuch a fene in a field, and were contending 
which of them ſhould be the proprietor, a third 
would take the advantage, and carry it away from 
them both; which my maſter would needs contend 
to have ſome kind of reſemblance with our ſuits at 
law ; wherein | thought it for our credit not to un- 
deceive him; ſince the decifion he mentioned was 
much more equitable than many degrees among us: 
becauſe the plaintiff and defendant there loſt no- 
thing beſide the fone they contended for, whereas 
our courts of equity would never have diſmiſſed the 
cauſe, while either of them had any thing left. 

My maſter continuing his diſcourſe, ſaid, there 
was nothing that rendered the yahbos more odious, 
than their undiſtinguiſning appetite to devour every 
thing that came in their way, whether herbs, roots, 
berries, the corrupted fleſh of animals, or all min- 

ö gled together: and it was peculiar in their temper,” 
dat they were fonder of what they could get by 
rapine or ſtealth at a greater diſtance, than much 
beiter food provided for them at home. If their 
prey held out, they would eat till they were ready 
to burſt, after which nature had pointed out to 
| them a certain root that gave them a general eva- 
cuation. 
I There was alſo another kind of roof, very juicy, 
but ſomewhat rare and difficult to be found, which 
the yahoos ſought for with much eagerneſs, and 
would ſuck it with great delight; it produced in 
| them the ſame effects, that wine hath upon us. 
It would make them ſometimes hug, and ſome- 
umes tear one another; they would howl, and 
| rin, and chatter, and reel, and tumble, and theu 
| . Il aſleep in the mud. | 2 BY 
| | I did indeed obſerve, that the yahov; were the on- 
ly animals in this country ſubje& to any diſeaſes; 
which however were much fewer than horſes have 


among us, and contracted not by any ill treatment 
— | Vol. V. T 


r 
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they meet with, but by the naſtineſs and greedineſs 
of that ſordid brute. Neither has their language 
any more than a general appellation for thoſ* ma- 
ladies, which is borrowed from the name of the 


beaſt, and called hnea-yahoo or the:yahoo's evil, and 


the cure preſcribed is a mixture of their own dung 
and wine, forcibly put down the yaheo's throat. 
This I have fince often known to have been taken 
with ſucceis, and do here freely recommend it to 
my countrymen, for the public-good, as an ad- 
mirable ſpecific againſt all diſeaſes produced by re- 
tion. | 
wo to learning, government, arts, manufactures, 
and the like, my maſter confefled, he could find 
little or no reſemblance between the yahoos of that 
country and thoſe in ours. For he only meant to 
obſerve, what parity there was in our natures. He 
had heard indeed ſome curious Houyhnhnms ob- 
ſerve, that in moſt herds there was a ſort of ruling 
yahoo (as among us there is generally ſome leading 


or principal ſtag in a park) -who was always more: 


deformed in body, and miſchievous in d:ſpoſition, than 
any of the reſt. That this leader had uſually a fa- 
vourite as, like himſelf as he could get, whoſe em- 

ment was to lick his maſler's feet and poſteriori, 
and drive the female yahoos to his kennel *, for 
which he was .now and then rewarded with a piece 
of aſs's fleſh, This favourite is hated by the whole 
herd; and therefore to protect himſelf keeps al- 
ways near the perſon of his leader. He uſually con- 
tinues in office, till a worſe can be found; but the 


very moment he is diſcarded, his ſucceſſor at the 
head of all the yahoos in that diſtrict, young and 


old, male and female, come into a body, and diſ- 


charge their excrement upon him from head to 


foot. But how far this might be applicable to our 


* Flattery had pimping, 


courts 


r 
r 


n 
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courts-and favourites, and minifters of flate, my ma- 


ſter ſaid I could beſt determine. 


I durſt make no return to this malicious inſinu- 
ation, which debaſed human underftanding below 
the ſagacity of a common hound, who hath judge- 
ment enough to diſtinguiſh and follow the cry of 
the able dog in the pack, without being ever mif- 
taken. A 

My maſter told me there was ſome qualities re- 
markable in the yahoos, which he had not obſerved 
me to mention, or at leaſt very ſlightly, in the ac- 
counts I had given him of human kind; he ſaid, 
thoſe animals, like other brutes, had their females 
in common; but in this they differed, that the 
ſhe yahoo would admit the male, while ſhe was 

regnant ; and that' the hees would quarrel and 
fight with the females, as fiercely as with each o- 
ther; both with practices were ſuch degrees of ia · 
famous brutality, as no other ſenſative creature e- 
ver arrived at. EATS , 

Another thing he wondered at in the yahoo, was 
their ſtrange diſpofition to naſtineſs and dirt; 
whereas there appears to be a natural love of clean- 
lineſs in all other animals.. As to the two former 
accuſations, Lwas glad to let them paſs without 
any reply, becauſe I had not a word to offer upon 
them in defence of my ſpecies, which otherwiſe I 
certainly had done from my own inclinations. But 
J could have cafily vindicated human kind from 
the imputation of ſingularity upon the laſt article, 
if there had been any ſuine in that country (as un- 
luckily for me there were not), which, although ir 


may be a ſweeter quadruped than a yahoo, cannot 


humbly conceive, in juſtice, pretend to more 
cleanlineſs; and fo his honour himſelf muſt have 
owned, if he had ſeen their filthy way of feeding, 
and their cuſtom of wallowing and ſleeping in the 

mud. | 
My maſter likewiſe mentioned another quality,. 
21 which 
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which his ſervants had diſcovered in ſeveral yahoos, 
and to him was wholly unaccountable, He ſaid, a 
fancy would. ſometimes take a yahzo to retire into 
a corner, to lie down, and how] and groan, and 
ſpurn away all that came near him, although he 
were young and fat, wanted neither food nor wa- 
ter; nor did the ſervants imagine what could poſ- 
ſibly ail him. And the only remedy they found 
was to ſet him to hard work, after which he would 
infallibly come to. himſelf. To this I was filent, 
out of partiality to my own kind; yet here I could 
| Plaioly diſcover the true ſeeds of ſpleen, which only 
izeth on the lazy, the /uxuricus and the rich, 
who if they were —— to undergo the ſame regi- 
men, I would undertake for the cure. 
. His honour had farther obſerved, that a female 
| yahoo would often ſtand behind a bank or a buſh 
| 19,gaze on the young males paſſing by, and then 
appear, and hide, uſing many antic geſtures and 
grimaces, at which time it was obſerved that ſhe 
had a moſt en ſiue ſmell ;, and when any of the 
males advanced, would ſlowly retire, looking often 
back, and with a counterfeit ſhew of fear run off 
into ſome convenient place, where ſhe knew the 
male would follow her. | | 
At other times, if a female ſtranger came among. 
them, three or four of her own ſex would get a- 
bout her, and ſtare, and chatter, and grin, and. 
ſmell her all over; and then turn off, with geſtures 
that ſeamed to expreſs contempt and diſdain. 
Perhaps my maſter might refine a little on theſe. 
ſpecul.tions, which he had drawn from what he 
obſerved himſelf, or had been told him by others: 
however I could not refle& without ſome amaze- 
ment and much ſorow. that the rudiments of /ewd- 
neſs, coquetry, cenſure and ſcandal ſhould have place 
by inſtin& in womankind. | 


I expected every moment, that my maſter would 


accuſe the yabos of thoſe. unnatural appetites in 
both 
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both ſexes, ſo common among us. But nature, 

it ſeems, hath not been ſo expert a ſchool- miſtreſs; 

'* and theſe politer pleaſures are entirely the produc- 
| tions of art and reaſon on our ſide of che globe. 


CHAP. VII. 


The author relates ſeveral particulars of the yahoos: 
The great virtues of the Houybnhnms,, The educa- 
tion and exerciſe of their youth. Their general aſ- 


ſembly. 


S I ought to have underſtood human nature. 

much better, than I ſuppoſed it poſſible for 

my maſter to do, ſo it was eaſy to apply the cha - 
rafter he gave of the yahoos to mylelt and my 

countrymen ;. and I believed, I could yet make far - 

ther diſcoveries from my own obſervation. I there 

fore often begged his honour to let me go among 

| the herds of yahvos in the neighbourhood, to-which 

he always very graciouſly conſented, being per- 
. fectly convinced, that the hatred I bore theſe brutes 

would never ſuffer me to be corrupted by them ; 

and his honour ordered one of his ſervants, a 

ſtrong ſorrel- nag, very honeſt and good - natured, 

to be my guard, without whoſe protection 1 durſt 

not undertake ſuch adventures, For I have alrea- 

dy told the reader, how much I was peſtered by 

thoſe odious animals upon my firſt arrival. And 

I afterwards failed very narrowly three or four 

times of falling into their clutches, when T happen- 

ed to ſtray at any diſtance without my hanger, 

And I have reaſon to believe they had ſome imagi- 

nation that I was of their own ſpeeies, which I of- 

ten aſſiſted myſelf, by ſtripping up my ſleeves, and 

ſhewing my naked 9 and breaſt in their ſight, 

Fr 3 W 
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when my protector was with me. At which times 
they would '/ ng as near as they durſt, and i- 
mitate my actions after the manner of monkies, 
but ever with great ſigus of hatred; as a tame jack- 
dau with cap and ſtocking is always perſecuted by 
the wild ones, when he happens to be got among 
them. | 
They are prodigiouſly nimble from their infancy; 
however I once caught a young male of three years 
old, and endeavoured by all marks of tenderneſs 
to make it quiet; but the little imp fell a ſqualling, 
and ſcratching, ahd biting, with ſuch violence, 
that | was forced to let it go; and it was high 
time; for a whole troop of old ones came about 
us at the noiſe; but finding the cub was ſafe (for 
away it ran), and my. ſorrel nag being by, they 
durſt not venture near us. I obſerved the young 
animal's fleſh to ſmell very rank, and the ſtink was 
ſomewhat beyond a weaſel! and a fax, but much 
more diſagreeable, I forgot another circumſtance 
(and perhaps I might have the reader's pardon, if 
-3t were wholly omitted), that white I held the odi- 


ous vermin in my hands, it .voided its filthy excre- 


ments, of a yellow liquid ſubſtance, all over my 
cloaths; but by good fortune there was a ſmall 
brook hard by, where I waſhed myſelf as clean as 
I could; although I durſt not come into my ma- 
ſer's preſence, until L were ſufficiently aired,  . 

By what I could diſcover, the ya appear to 

be the moſt unteachable of all animals; their capa- 

cities never reaching higher than to draw or carry 

burdens, Yet I am of opinion, this defect ariſeth 

chiefly from a perverſe, reſtive diſpoſition : For 

they are cunning, malicious, treacherous, and re- 
vengeful, They are ſtrong and hardy, but of a 
cowardly ſpirit, and by conſequence inſolent, ab- 
je, and cruel. It is obſerved, that the red-haired 

of both ſexes are more libidinous and miſchievous 


3 
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than the reſt, whom yet they much exceed in 
ſtrength and activity. ö 

The Houyhnhums keep the yahoos for preſent 
uſe in huts not far from the houſe; but the reſt 
are ſent abroad to certain fields, where they dig up 
roots, eat ſeveral kinds of herbs, and ſearch about 
for carrion, or ſometimes catch weaſels and lubimbu 
(a ſort of wild rat), which they greedily devour. 
Nature hath taught them to dig deep holes with 
their nails on the fide of a riſing ground, wherein 
they lie by themſelves; only the kennels of the 
females are larger, ſufficient ta hold two or three 
cubs. T9 

They ſwim from their infancy like frogs, and are 
able to continue long under water, where they of- 
ten take fiſh, which the females carry home to their 
young. And upon this occaſion I hope the reader 
will pardon my relating an odd adventure. 

Being one day abroad with my protector, the 
ſorrel- nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I in- 
treated him to let me bathe in a river that was near. 
He conſented, and I immediately ſtripped myſelf 
ſtark-naked, and went down ſoftly into the ſtream. 
It happened that a young female yahoo, ſtanding 
behind a bank, ſaw the whole proceeding, and in- 
flamed by deſire, as the nag and I conjectured, came 
running with all ſpeed, and leaped into the water 
within five yards of the place where I bathed, I 
was never in my life ſo terribly frighted ; the nag 
was gazing at ſome diſtance, not ſuſpecting any 
harm. She embraced me, after a moſt fulſome 
manner : I roared as loud as I could, and the nag 
came galloping towards me ; whereupon ſhe quit- 
ted her graſp with the utmoſt reluctancy, and leap- 
ed upon the oppoſite bank, where ſhe ſtood gazing 
and howling all the time I was putting on my 
cloaths. f x af 
This was a matter of diverſion to my maſter and 
his family, as well as of mortification to myſelf. 


For 
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For now I could no longer deny, that I was a real. 
ahoo-in every limb and feature, ſince the females 
had a natural propenſitiy to me, as one of their 
own ſpecies : neither was the' hair of this brute of 
a red colour (which might have been ſome excuſe 
for an appetite a little irregular), but black as a 
| foe, and her countenance did not make an appear- 
ance altogether ſo hideous as the reſt of her kind; 
for, I think, ſhe could not be above eleven years 
old. | 
Having lived three years in this country, the 
reader, I ſuppoſe, will expect, that I ſhould, like 
other travellers, give him ſome account of the man- 
ners and cuſtoms of its inhabitants, which it was 
indeed my principal ſtudy to learn, | 
As thefe noble Houyhnhnms are endued by na- 
ture with a general diſpoſition to all virtues, and 
have no conceptions or ideas of what is evil in a ra- 
tional creature; ſo their grand maxim is, to culti; 
vate reaſon, and to be wholly governed by it. Nei- 
ther is reaſon among them a point problematical, 
as with us, where men can argue with plauſibility 
on both ſides of a queſtion ; but ſtrikes you with 
immediate conviction ; as it muſt needs do, where 
it is not mingled, obſcured, or diſcoloured, by 
paſſion and iotereſt, I remember it was with ex- 
treme difficulty, that I could bring my maſter to 
underſtand ' the meaning of the word opinion. or 
how a point could be diſputable ; becauſe reaſon 
taught us to affirm or deny only where we are cer- - 
tain; and beyond our knowledge we cannot do ei- 
ther: So that controverſies, wranglings, diſputes, 
and poſitiveneſs, in falſe or dubious propoſitions, 
are evils unknown among the Houyhnhnms. In 
the like manner, when | uſed to explain to him our 
ſeveral ſyſtems of natural philoſophy, he would 
laugh, that a creature pretending to reaſon, ſhould 
value itielf upon the knowledge of other people's 
conjectures, and in things where that knowledge, 
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if it were certain, could be of no uſe: wherein he 
agreed entirely with the ſentiments of Socrates, as 
lato delivers them; which I mention as the bigh- 
_ eſt honour I can do that prince of philoſophers. I 
have often fince reflected, what deſtruction ſuch a 
doctrine would make in the libraries of Europe ; 
and how-many paths to fame would be then ſhut 
up in the learned world, 8 
Friendſhip and benevolence are the two principal 
virtues among the Houyhnhams * ; and theſe not 
confined to particular objects, but univerſal, to the 
whole race. For a 19 from the remuteſt parts 
is equally treated with the neareſt neighbour; and 
where · ever he goes, looks upon himſelf as at home, 
They preſerve decency and civility in the higheſt 
degrees; but are altogether ignorant of ceremony, 
They have no fondneſs for their colts. or foles; 
but the care they take in educating them, proceed- 
eth entirely from the dictates of reaſon T. And I 
obſerved my maſter to ſhew the ſame affetion to 
his neighbour's iſſue, that he had for his owns 
They will have it, that Nature teaches them to 
love the whole ſpecies, and it is reaſon only that 
maketh a diſtinction of perſons, where there is a ſus 
perior degree of virtue 5. | 
When the matron Houyhnhnms have produced 
one of each ſex, they no longer accompany with 
their conſorts, except they loſe one of their iſſue 


Their virtuous qualities are only negative. . 

+ We here view the pure inſtincts of brutes, acting in their narrow 
fphere, merely for their immediate preſervation, Orrery, 

It may perhaps be. thoughi ſomewhat ſtrange, that the ſenſe of 
the noble Comm-ntator ſhould appear to be directly oppoſite to that 
of the author, in the paſſages which theſ: notes were intended 10 il- 
luſtrate. But this apparent oppoſition may ariſe merely from their 
uſing the ſame word in ar; oppoſite ſenſe ; as by the ward candeur, bis 
Loraſhip always means a quality which inclines a man to put the 

worſt conſtruction upon the words and actions of another; and by . 
candour, the Dean always means juſt th: —_ | 

Compare the note from Orrery, in Gulliver Travels, vol. iv. 
p. 363. with Swift's apology for the Tale of a Tub, in vol. i, p. 2. 


by 
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by ſome caſualty, which very ſeldom happens: 
but in ſuch a cafe they meet again; or when the 


like accident befals a perſon whole wife is paſt bear - 


ing, ſome other couple beſtow on him one of their 
own colts, and then go together again until the 
mother is pregnant. The caution is neceſſary to 
prevent the country from being over burdened with 
numbers. But the race of inferior Houyhnhnms, 
bred up to be ſervants, is not fo ſtrictly limited up- 
on this article; theſe are allowed to produce three 
of each ſex to be domeſtics in the noble families. 


© In their marriages, they are exactly careful to-. 


chooſe fach colours as will not make any diſagree- 
able mixture in the breed. Strength is chiefly va- 
lued in the male, and comelineſs in the female; not 
upon the account of love, but to preſerve the race 


from degenerating; for where a female happens to 


excel in ſtrength, a conſort” it choſen with regard 
to comeclineſs.. | 2 
Courtſhip, love, preſents, jointures, ſettlements, 
have no place in their thoughts; or terms whereby 
to expreſs them in their language. The young 
couple meet and are joined, merely becauſe it is the 
determination of their parents and friends: it is 
what they ſee done every day, and they look u 
on it as one of the neceflary actions of a reaſonable 
being. Bat the violation of marriage, or any other 
unchaſtity, was never heard of; and the married 
pair paſs their lives with the ſame friendſhip, and 
mutual benevolenee, that they bear to» others of 
the fame ſpecies who come in their way; without: 
jealouſy, | Bi quarrelling, or diſcontent.. 
In educating the youth of both ſexes, their me 
thod is admirable, and highly deſerveth-our imita- 
tion. "Theſe are not ſuffered to 4aſte. a: grain of 
oats, except upon certain days, till eighteen years 
old;. nor milk, but very. rarely; and in ſummer 
they graze two hours in the morning, and as many. 
in the evening, which their parents —_— ob- 
erve z 
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ſerve; but the ſervants are not allowed above half 
that time, and a great part of their graſs is brought 
home, which they eat at the moſt convenient 
hours, when they can be beſt ſpared from wor. 

Temperance, induſtry, exerciſe, and cleanlineſs, 
are the leſſons equally enjoined to the young ones 


-of both ſexes : and my malter thought it monſtrous 


in us to give the females a different kind of educa- 
tion from the males, except ia ſome articles of do- 
meſtic management; whereby, as he truly obſer- 
ved, one half of our natives were good for nothing 
but bringing childrea into the world; and to truſt 
the care of our children to ſuch uſeleſs animals, he 
ſaid, was yet a greater inſtance of brutality. 

But the Houyhonhams train up their youth to 
ſtrength, ſpeed, and hardineſs, by exerciſing them 
4n running races up and down ſteep hills, and over 
hard ſtony grounds, and when they are all in a 
ſweat, they are ordered to leap over head and ears 
into a pond or river, Four times a year the youth 
of a certain diſtrift meet to ſhew their proficiency 
in running and leaping, and other feats of ſtrength 
and agility; where the victor is rewarded, with a 
ſong ia his or her praiſe. Oa this feſtival the ſer- 
vants drive a herd of yahoos into the field, laden 
with hay, and oats, and milk, for a repaſt to the 
-Houyhnhnms ; after which theſe brutes are imme« 
. diately driven back again, for fear of being noiſome 


to the aſſembly. 


Every fourth year, at the vernal equinox, there 
is a repreſentative council of the whole nation, 
which meets in a plain about twenty miles from our 
houſe, and continueth about five or fix days. Here 
they inquire into the ſtate and condition of the fe- 
veral diſtricts; whether they abound, or be defici- 
ent in hay or oats, or cows or yahoos ? and where- 
ever there is any want, (which is but ſeldom,) it is 
immediately ſupplied by unanimous conſent and 
contribution. Here likewiſe the regulation of _ 
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dren is ſetiled : as for inſtance, if a Houyhoahom 
hath two males, he changeth one of them with an- 
other that hath two females : and when a child hath 
been loſt by any caſualty, where the mother is paſt 
breeding, it is determined what family in the diſtrict 
ſhall breed another to ſupply the loſs. 


CHAP. IX. 


” ff grand debate at the general aſſ:mbly of the Houyh- 


nhnms, and how it was determined, The learning 
of the Houyhnhnms. Their buildings. Their man- 
ner of burials, The defeftiyeneſs of their language. 


NE of theſe grand afſemblies was held in my 
time, about three months before my depar- 
ture, whither my maſter went as the repreſentative 
of our diſtrict, In this council was reſumed their 
old debate, and indeed the only debate that ever 
happened in their country; whereof my maſter af- 
ter his return gave me a very particular account. 
The queſtion he debated was, whether the ya- 
hoos ſhould be exterminated from the face of the 
earth. One of the members for the affirmative, 


offered ſeveral arguments of great ſtrength ard 
weight; alledging, that as the yahoos were the moſt 


filthy, noiſome, and deformed animal which Na- 
ture ever produced, ſo they were the moſt reſtive 
and indocile, miſchievous, and malicious: they would 
privatcly ſuck the teats of the Houyhnhanms cows, 
kill aad devour their cats, trample down their oats 
and grafs, if they were not 'continually watched; 
and corarnit a thouſand other extravagancies. He 
took notice of a general tradition, that yahoos had 


not been always in their country; but that, many 


ages ago, two of theſe brutes appeared together 
1 upon 
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upon a mountain; whether produced by the heat 
of the ſun upon corrupted mud and flime, or from 
the ooze and froth of the fea, was never known: 
that theſe yahoos engendered, and their brood, in 
a ſhort time, grew ſo numerous as to over run and 
infeſt the whole nation: that the Houyhnhnms, to 
get rid of this evil, made a general hunting, and at 
laſt incloſed the whole herd; and, deſtroying the 
elder, every Houyhnhom kept two young ones in 
a kennel, and -brought them to ſuch a degree of 
tameneſs, as an animal ſo ſavage by nature can be 
capable of acquiring; uſing them for draught and 
carriage : that there ſeemed to be much truth in 


| this tradition, and that thoſe creatures could not-be 


Thnhniamſby, or abo igines of the land,) becauſe of 
the violent hatred the Houyhnhoms, as well as all 
other animals, bore them ; which, although their 
evil diſpoſition ſufficiently deferved, could never 
have arrived at fo high a degree, if they had been 
Aborigines; or elſe they would have long fince 
been routed out : that the inhab rants, taking a 
fancy to uſe the ſervice of the yahoos, had ve 
imprudently neglected to cultivate the breed of af- 
ſes, which are a comely animal, eaſily kept, more 
tame and orderly, without any offenſive" ſmell, 
ſtrong enough for labour, although they yield to 
the other in agility of body; and, if their braying 
be no agreeable ſound, it is far preferable to the 
horrible howlings of the yahoos, 

Several others declared their ſentiments to the 
ſame purpoſe, when my maſter propoſed an expe- 
dient to the aſſembly, whereof he had indeed bor- 


rowed the hint from me. He approved of the tra- 


dition mentioned by the honourable mernber, who 
{poke before ; and affirmed, that the two yahoos, 
jaid to be the firſt feen among them, had been 
driven thither over the ſea; that, coming to land, 
and being forſaken by their companions,. they re- 
ured to the mountains, and, degenerating by de- 
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grees, became in, proceſs. of time. much more fa- 
vage, than thoſe of their own: ſpecies in the coun- 
try from whence theſe two oviginals came, The 
reaſon of this aſſertion was, that he had now in 
his. poſſeſſion, a certain wonderful yahoo, (meaning 
myſelf,) which moſt of them bad heard of, and ma · 
ny of them had een. He then related to them, 
how he firſt found me: that my body was all co - 
vered with, an artificial compoſure of the ſkins and 
hairs of other animals: that I ſpoke in a language 
of my own, and had thoroughly learned theirs: 
that I had related to him the accidents which 
brought me thither ; that, when he ſaw me without 
my covering, I was an exact yahoo in every part, 
only of a whiter colour, leſs hairy, and with ſhort- 
er claws, He added, how I had endeavoured to 
perſuade him, that, in my own and other coun- 
tries, the yahoos acted as the governing, rational 
animal, and held the Houyhohoms in ſervitude 
that he obſerved in me all the qualities of a yahoo, 
only a little more civilized by ſome tincture of rea- 
ſon ; which however was in a degree as far inferior 
to the Houyhabnm race, as the yahoos of their 
country were to me: that, among other things, I 
mentioned a cuſtom we had of caſtrating Houyh- 
phnms when they were young, in order to render 
them tame; that the operation was eaſy: and ſafe ; 
chat it was no ſhame to learn wiſdom from brutes, 
as induſtry is taught by the ant, and building by tlie 
{wallow, (for ſo I tranſlate the word {yhannh, al- 
though it be a much larger fowl) : that this inven- 
uon might be practiſed upon the yaunger yahoos 
here, which, beſides rendering them tractable and 
fitter for uſe, would in an age put an end to the 
whole ſpecies without deſtroying life: that, in the 
mean time, the 'Hauyhohams: thould be exhorted 
to cultivate the breed of aſſcs, which, as they are 
in All reſpects more valuable brutes, ſo they have 

this 
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this advantage, to be fit for ſervice at ſive years old, 
which the others are not till twelve. 

This was all my maſter thought fit to tell me at 
that time, of what paſſed in the grand council. But 
he was pleaſed to conceai one particular, which re- 
lated perſonally to myſelf, whereof I ſoon- felt the 
unhappy effect, as the reader will know in its pro- 
per place, and from whence I date all the ſucceed-- 


ing misfortunes of my life. 


The Houyhnhnms have no letters, and conſe-- 
quently their knowledge is all tradhional. But there 
happening few events of any moment among a peo 
ple fo well united, naturally diſpoſed to every vir- 
we, wholly governed by reaſon, and cut off from 
all commerce with other nations; the hiſtorical. 
part is eafily preſerved without burdening | their 
memories. I have already obferved, that they are 
ſubject to no diſeaſes, and therefore can have no 
need of phyſicians, However, they have excellent 
medicines compoſed of herbs, to cure accidental 
bruiſes, and cuts in the paſtern or frog of the foot 
by — ſtones, as well as other tmaims aud hurts 
in the feveral parts of che bod. | 
They calculate the year by the revolution of the 
fun and the moon, but uſe no ſubdiviſions into 
weeks, They ave well enough acquainted with the 
motions of thoſe two luminaries, and underftand 
the nature of echpfes; aad this is the utmoſt pro- 
greſs of their aſtronomy. | 

In poetry they muſt be allowed to excel all other 
mortals; wherein the juſtneſs of their ſimilies, and- 
the minutenets as well as ex ctneſs of rheir deſcrip. 
tions, are indeed inimitable. Their verſes abound 
very much in both of theſe; and uſually contain 
either ſome exalted notions ef friendſhip and bene- 
volence, or the praiſes of thoſe, who were victors 
in races and other bodily exerciſes, Their buildings, 
although very rude and fimple, are not inconveni- 
ent, but well contrived to defend them from all in- 
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juries of cold and heat. They have a kind of tree, 
which at forty years old looſens in the root, and 
falls with the firſt ſtorm; it grows very ſtrait, and 
being pointed like ftakes, with a ſharp ſtone (for 
the Houybnhams know not the uſe of iron, ) they 
ſtick them erect id the ground about ten inches. 
aſunder, and then weave in oat-ſtraw, or ſome- 
times wattles, betwixt them. The roof is made af- 
ter the ſame manner, and ſo are the doors. 

The Hovybohnms uſe the hollow part, between 
the paſtern and the hoof, of their fore-feet, as we 
do our hands, and this with greater dexterity than 
I could at firſt imagine, I have ſeen a white mare 
of our family thread a needle, (which I lent her on 
purpoſe,) with that joint. 'They milk their cows, 
reap their oats, and do all the work which requires 
hands in the ſame manner. They have a kind of 
hard flints, which, by grinding againſt other 
ſtones, they form into inſtruments, that ſerve in- 
Read of wedges, axes, and hammers, With tools 
made of theſe flints they likewiſe cut their hay, and 
reap their oats, which there grow naturally in ſe- 
veral fields : the yahoos draw home the ſheaves in 
carriages, and the ſervants tread them, in certain 
covered huts, to get out the grain, which is kept 
in ſtores. They make a rude kind of earthen and 
wooden veſſels, and bake the former in the ſun. 

If they can avoid caſualties, they die only of old 
age, and are buried in the obſcureſt places that can 
be found, their friends and relations expreſſing nei- 
ther joy nor grief at their departure; nor does the 
dying perſon diſcover the leaſt regret that he is 
leaving the world, any more than if he were re- 
turning home from a viſit to one of his neighbours, 
I remember, my maſter having once made an 'ap- 
pointment with a friend and his family, to come to 
his houſe upon ſome affair of importance, on the 
day fixed, the miſtreſs and hcr two children came 
very late; ſhe made two excuſes, firſt for —_— 
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band, who, as ſhe ſaid, happened that very morn- 
ing to huuunb. The word is ſtrongly expreſſive in 
their language, but not eafily rendered into Eng- 
liſh ; it ſigniſies to retire to his firſt mother. Her ex- 
cuſe for not coming ſooner was, that her huſband” 
dying late in the morning, ſhe was a good while 
conſulting her ſervants about a convenient place 
where his body ſhould be laid; and I obſerved, ſhe 
behaved herſelf at our houſe as chearfully as the 
reſt : ſhe died about three months after, 

They live generally to ſeventy, or ſeventy- ſive 
years, very ſeldom to fourſcore : ſome weeks before. 
their death, they feel a gradua! decay; but without 
pain. During this time they are much viſited by 
their friends, becauſe they cannot go abroad with 
their uſual eaſe and ſatisfaction. However, about 
ten days before their death, which they ſeldom fail 
in compnting, they retura the-viſits that have been 
made them, by thoſe who are neareft in the neigh-- 
bourhood, being carried in a convenient fledge 
drawn by yahoos ; which vehicle they uſe, not on- 
ly upon this occaſion,. but when they grow old, up- 
on long journies, or when they are lamed by any 
accident, And therefore when the dying Houyh- 
nhnms return thoſe viſits, they take a folema leave 
of their friends, as if they were going to ſome re- 
more part of the country, where they deſigned to 
pa's the reſt of their lives. . | + 

I know.not whether it may be worth obſerving,.. 
that the Houyphnhnms have no word in their lau- 
guage to expreſs any thing that is evil, except what 
they dortow from the deformities or ill qualities of 
the yahoos, Thus they denote. the folly of a ſer - 
vant, an omiſſion of a child, a ſtone that cuts their 
feet, a continuance of foul or unſeaſonable weather, 
and the like, by adding to each the epither of a- 
550. For inſtance, um yah», thnahoslm yahoo, , 
ynlhmndwihlma yahoo, and an ill contrived houſe, . 
ynbalmhpmrohluw ya bod. | 
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I could with great pleaſure enlarge farther upon 
the manners and virtues of this excellent people ; 
hut intending in a ſhort time to publiſh a volume 
by itſelf, exprefly upon that ſubject, I refer the 
reader thither, And, in the mean time, proceed 
to relate my own ſad cataſtrophe, | 


C EA EE A A AAA 
CHAP. X. 
The author's economy and bappy life among the Houyh- 


. hnhums, His great improvement in virtue by con- 
verſing with them, Their converſations. The au- 
thor hath notice given him by his maſter, that he 
muſt depart 2 the country. He falls into a fwoin 
for grief; but ſubmits. He contrives and finiſhes 
a cane by the help of a fellow-ſervant, and puts to 
. fea at a venture. 


1 HAD ſettled my little œconomy to my own 
heart's content. My maſter had ordered a room 
to be made for me after their manner, about fix 
yards from the houſe; the ſides and floors of which 
1 plaiſtered with clay, and covered with ruſh-matts 
of my own contriving; I had beaten hemp, which 
there grows wild, and made of it a fort of ticking : 
this I filled with the feathers of ſeveral birds I had 
taken with ſpringes made of yahoos hair, and were 
excellent food. I had worked two chairs with my 
knife, the ſorrel-nag helping me in the groſſer and 
more laborious part. When my cloaths were worn 
to rags, I made myſelf others with the ſkins of rab- 
bets, and of a certain beautiful animal about the 
ſame ſize, called nnuhnoh, the ſkin of which is co- 
5 vered with a fine down, Of theſe I alſo made 
very tolerable ſtockings. I ſoaled my ſhoes with 
wood, which I cut from a tree, and fitted to the 
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upper-leather; and when this was worn out, I 
ſupplied it with the ſkins of yahoos dried in the ſun. 
I often got honey out of hollow trees,. which I 
mingled with water, or eat with my bread, No 
man could more verify the truth of theſe two max- 
ims, That Nature is very eaſily ſatisfied ; and, That 
neceſſity is the mother of invention. I enjoyed per- 
fect health of body, and tranquillity of mind. I 
did not feel the treachery or inconſtancy of a friend, 
nor the injuries of a ſecret or open enemy. I had 
no occaſion of bribing, flattering, or pimping, to 
procure. the favour of any great man, or of his mi- 
nion. I wanted no fence againſt fraud or oppreſſi- 
on; here was neither phyſician to deſtroy my bo- 
dy, ror lawyer to ruin my fortune; no informer 
to watch my words and actions, or forge accuſa- 
ons againſt me for hire; here were no gibers, cenſu- 
rers, back bitcrs, pick-pockets, highwaymen, houſe- 
breakers, attornies, bawds, buffoons, gameſters, poli- 
ticians, wits, ſplenetics, tedious talkers, controvertiſts, 
raviſhers, murderers, robbers, virtuoſoes; no leaders 
or followers of party and faction; no encouragers 
to vice by ſeducement or examples; no dungeons, 
axes, gibbets, whipping-poſts, or pillories; no- 
cheating ſhop keepers or mechanics; no pride, va- 
nity, or affectation; no fops, bullies, drunkards, 
ſtrolling whores, or poxes; no ranting, lewd, ex- 
penſive wives; no ſtupid, proud pedants; no im- 
portunate, over-bearing, quarrelſome, noiſy, roar- 
ing, empty, conceited, ſwearing companions; no 
ſcoundrels raiſed from the duſt upon the merit of 
their vices, or nobility thrown into it on account of 
their virtues; no lords, fidlers, judges, or dancing- 
maſters, 
I had the favour of being admitted. to ſeveral 
Houyhnhams, who came to viſit or dine with my 
maſter ; where his honour graciouſly ſuffered me 
to wait ia the room, and liſten to their diſcourſe, 
Both he and his company would often deſcend to 
alk 
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aſk me queſtions, and receive my anſwers. I had alſo 
ſometimes the honour of attending my matter in 
his viſits to others, I never preſumed to ſpeak, 
except in anſwer to a queſtion; and then I did it 
with inward regret, becauſe it was a loſs of ſo much 
time for improving myſelf: but I was infinitely de- 
lighted with the ſtation of an humble auditor in 
ſuch converſations, where nothing paſſed but what 
was uſeful, expreſſed in the feweſt and mcſt ſigni - 
ficant words: where (as J have already ſaid,) the 
greateſt decency was obſerved without the leaſt de- 
gree of ceremony; where no perſon ſpoke without 
being pleaſed himſelf, and pleaſing his companions; 
where there was no interruption, tediouſneſs, heat, 
or difference of ſentiments, They have a notion, 
that when people are met together, a ſhort ſilence 
doth much improve converſation: this I found to 
be true; for during thoſe little intermiſſions of talk, 
new ideas would ariſe in their minds, which very 
much enlivened the diſcourſe. Their ſubje& are 
generally on friendfhip and benevolence, on order 
and ceconomy ; ſometimes upon the viſible opera- 
tions of nature, or ancient traditions; upon the 
bounds and limits of virtue; upon the unerring 
rules of reaſon, or upon ſome determinations to be 
taken at the next great aſſembly; and often upon 
the various excellencies of poetry. I may add, 
without vanity, that my preſence often gave them 
ſufficient matter for diſcourſe, becan'e ir afforded 
my maſter an occaſion of letting his friends into 
into the hiſtory of me and my country, upon which 
they were all pleated to deſcant in a manner not 
very advantageous to human kind; and for that 
rea on I ſhall not repeat what they ſaid; only I may. 


be allowed to obſerve, that his honour, to my great 


admiration, appeared to underſtand the nature of 
yahoos much better than myſelf. He went through 
all our vices and follies, and diſcovered many 
which I had never mentioned to him, by only fup- 


pofing 
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poſing what qualities a yahoo of their country, with 
a ſmall proportion of reaſon, might be capable of 
exerting ; and concluded, with too much probabi- 
lity, how vile, as well as miſerable, ſuch a creature 
muſt be, 

I freely confeſs, that all the little knowledge I 
have of any value, was acquired by the lectures I 
received from my maſter, and from hearing the 
diſcourſes of him and his friends; to which I ſhould 
de prouder to liſten, than to dictate to the greateſt 
and wiſeſt aſſembly in Europe, I admired the 
ſtrength, comelineſs, and ſpeed of the inhabitants; 
and ſuch a conſtellation of virtues, in ſuch amiable 
perſons, produced in me the higheſt veneration. 
At firſt indeed I did not feel that natural awe, 
which the yahoos and all other animals bear to- 
wards them : but it grew upon me by degrees, much 
ſooner than I imagined, and was mingled with a 
reſpectful love and gratitude, that they would conde- 
ſcend to diſtinguiſh me from the reſt of my ſpecies. 

When I thought of my family, my friends, my 
countrymen, or human race in general, I conſider- 
ed them as they really were, yahoo in ſhape and 
diſpolition, perhaps a little more civilized, and qua- 
lifed with the gift of ſpeech ; but making no other 
uſe of reaſon, than to improve and multiply thoſe 
vices, whereof their brethren in this country had 
only the ſhare that Nature allotted them. When 
I happened to behold the reflection of my own 
form in a lake or a fountain, I turned away my 
face in horror an] deteſtation of myſelf; and could 
better endure the fight of a common yahoo than of 
my own perſon, By converſing with the Houyh- 
nhnms, and looking upon them wich delight, I fell 
to imitate their gate and geſture, which is now 
grown into an habit; and my friends often tell me 
ia a blunt way, that I trot like a horſe which how- 
ever I take for a great compliment: neither ſhall I 
diſown, that in ſpeaking I am apt to fall into the 
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voice and manner of the Houyhnhnms, and hear 
my ſelf ridiculed on that account without the lcaſt 
mortification. 

In the midſt of all this happineſs, and -when I 
looked upon myſelt to be fully lerttled for life, my 
maſter ſent for me one morning a little earlier than 
his uſual hour. I obferved by his countenance, that 
he was in ſome perplexity, and at a loſs how to be- 
gin what he had to ſpeak. - After a ſhort filence, 
he told me, he did not know how I would take 
what he was going to ſay; that in the laſt general 
aſſembly, when the affair of the yahoos was entered. 
upon, the repreſentatives had taken offence at his 
keeping a yahoo (meaning myſelf,) in his family, 
more like a Houyhnhum, than a brace animal. 
That he was known frequently to converſe with 
me, as if he could receive ſome advantage or plea- 
fure ia my company: that ſuch a practice was not 
_ reeable to reaſon or nature, or a thing ever heard 

before among them. The aſſembly did therefore 
exhort him either to employ me like the reſt of my 
ſpecies, or command me to ſwim back to the place 


from whence I came: That the firſt.of theſe expe- 


diems was utterly rejected by ail the Houphnhans, 
who had ever ſeen me at his houſe or their own : 


for they alledged, that becauſe I had ſome rudi- 
mentvof reaſon, added to the natural pravity of thoſe 


animals, it was to be feared, I might be able to ſeduce 


them into the woody and mountainous parts of the 
coumry, and bring them in troops by night to de- 
ſtroy the Houyhnhnms cattle, as being naturally of 
the ravenous kind, and averſe from labour. 

My maſter added, that he was daily preſſed by 


the Houyhnhoms of the neighbourbood to have 


the aſſembly's exhortation executed, which he could 
not put off much longer. He doubted i: would be 
"mpollible for me to {wim to another country; and 
therefore withed I would comrive {ome fort of ve- 
hicle * thoſe I had defcribed to him, that 


might. 
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might carry me on the ſea: in which work 1 
mould have the aſſiſtance of his own. fervants, as 
well as thoſe of his neighbours, He concluded, 
that, for his own part, he could have been content 
to keep me in his ſervice as long as I lived; becauſe 
he tound I had cured myfelf of ſome bad habits 
and diſpoſitions, by endeavouring, as far as my in- 
ferior nature was capable, to imitate the Hoyuhn- 
hnms. 

I ſhould here obſerve to the reader, that a de- 
eree of the general aſſembly in this country is expreſ- 
ſed by the word hnhlcayn, which fignifies an exhortati- 
on as near asI can render it; for they have no concep- 
tion how a rational creature may be compelled, but only 
adviſed, or exhortad; becauſe no perſon can diſo- 
bey reaſon without giving up his claim to be a ra- 
tional creature. a 5 

J was ſtruck with the utmoſt grief and deſpair at 
my maſter's diſcourſe: and being unable to ſup» 

rt the agonies J was under, I fell into a ſwoon at 
bi feet: when I came to myſelf, he told me, that 
he concluded I had been dead (for theſe people are 
ſudject to no ſuch imbecilities of nature). I anſwered, 
in a faint voice, that death would have been too great 
an happineſs; that although I could not blame the 
aſſembly's exhortation, or the urgency of his friends; 
yet, in my weak and.corrupt judgemenr, I thought 
it might conſiſt with reaſon to be leſs rigorous : that 
+ could not ſwim a league, and probably the near- 
eſt land to theirs might be diſtant above an hun- 

.dred : chat many materials neccffary for making a 


mali veſſel to carry me off, were wholly wanting 


in this country, which however I would attempt in 
obedience and gratitude to his honour, although I 
concluded the thing to be impoſſible, and theretore 
looked on myſelf as already devoted to deſtruction: 
that the certain proſpe& of an unnatural deith was 
the leaſt of my evils : for ſuppoſing I ſhould eſcape 
with life by ſome ſtrange adventure, how could I 

| | think 
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think with temper of paſſing my life among yahoos 
and relapſing into my old corruptions for want of 
examples to lead and keep me within the paths of 
virtue: that | knew too well, upon what ſolid rea- 
ſons all the determinations of the wiſe Houyhnhums 
were founded, n-t to be ſhaken by arguments 
of mine, a miſerable yahoo; and therefore, after 
preſenting him with my humble thanks for the 
offer of his ſervants aſſiſtance in making a veſ- 
ſel, and deſiring a reaſonable time for ſo difficult a 
work, I told him I would endeavour to preſerve a 
wretched being; and if, ever I returned to Eng- 
land, was not without hopes of being uſeful to my 
own ſpecies, by celebrating the prailes of the re- 
nowned Houyhahnms, and propoling their vitues 
to the imitation of mankind, 24 671 

My maſter, in a few words, made a very graci- 
ous reply, allowed me the fpace of two months to 
finiſh my boat, and ordered the ſorrel nag, my fel- 
low ſervant (for ſo at this diſtance I may preſume 
to call him), to follow my inſtructions; becauſe I 
rold my maſter, that his help would be ſufficient, 
and I knew he had a tendernels for me. 

In his company, my firſt buſineſs was to go to 
that part of the coaſt, where my rebellious crew 
had ordered me to be ſet on ſhore, I got upon a 
beight, and looking on every ſide into the ſea, fan 
cied I faw a ſmall Ifland towards the N. E. I took 
out my pocket-glaſs, and could then clearly diſtin- 
guiſh it about five leagues off, as I computed ; but 
it appeared to the ſorrel nag to be only a blue cloud 
for as he had no conception of any country beſide 
his own,ſo he could not be asexpert in diſtinguiſh- 
ing reriote objeéts at ſea, as we who ſo much 
c nverſe in that elem ent. 

After I had diſcovered this iſland, I conſidered no 
farther ; but reſolved, it ſhould, if poſſible, be the 
firſt place of my baniſhment, leaving the conſe- 
quence to fortune 
7 2 I re- 
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1 returned home, and conſulting with the forrel- 
nag, we went into a copſe at ſome diſtance, where 
1 with my knife, and he with a ſhort flint, faſtened 
very artificially after their manner to a wooden han- 
dle, cut down ſeveral oak · wattles, about the thick- 
neſs of a walking-ſtaff, and ſome larger pieces. But 
{ ſhall not trouble the reader with a particular deſ- 
cription of my own mechanics; let it ſuffice to 
ſay, that in ſix weeks time, with the help of the 
ſorrel nag, who performed the parts that required 
mot labour, I finiſhed a ſort of Indian canoe, but 
much larger, covering it with the ſkins of yahoos 
well ſtitched rogether with hempen threads of my 


own making. My fail was likewiſe compoſed of 


the ſkins of the ſame animal; but I made uſe of 
the youngeſt I could get, the older being too tough 
and thick; and I likewife provided myſelf with four 
paddles, I laid in a ſtock of boiled fleſh, of rab- 
bers and fowls; and took with me two veſſels, one 
filled with milk, and the other with water. 

I tried my canoe in a large pond near my maſ- 
ter's houſe, and then corrected in it what was amiſs; 
ſtopping all the chinks with yahoo's tallow, till I 
found it ſtaunch and able to bear me and my 
freight. And, when it was as complete as I could 
poſſibly make it, I had it drawn on a carriage very 
gently by yahoos to the ſea · ſide, under the conduct 
of the ſorrel-nag, and another ſervant, | 

When all was ready, and the day came for my 
departure, I took leave of my maſter and lady, and 
the whole family, mine eyes flowing with tears, and 
my heart quite ſunk with grief. But his honour, 
out of curioſity, and perhaps (if I may ſpeak it 
without vanity), partly out of kindneſs, was de“ er · 


"mined to fee me in my canoe ; and got ſeveral of 


his neighbouring friends to accompany him. I was 
forced to wait above an hour for the tide, and then 
obſerving the wind very fortunately bearing towards 
the ifland to which I intended to ſteer my courſe, I 
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took a ſecond leave of my maſter : but, as I was 
going to proſtrate myſelf ro kiſs his hoof, he did 
me the honour to raiſe it gently to my mouth, I 
am not ignorant how much I have been cenſured 


for mentioning this laſt particular, Detractors are 


pleaſed to think it improbable, that ſo illuſtrious 
a perſon ſhould deſcend to give ſo great a 
mark of diſtinticn to a creature ſo inferior as 
I. Neither have I forgotten how apt ſome travel- 
lers are to boaſt of extraordinary favours they have 
received. But, if theſe cenſurers were better ac- 
quainted with the noble and courteous diſpoſition 
of the Houyhahnms, they would ſoon change their 
Ppinion. ; | 

| 7 paid my reſpects to the reſt of the Houyhnhnms 
in his honour's company; chen getting into 
my canoe, I puſhed off from ſhoree. 


CHAP. AI. 


The author's dangerous voyage. He arrives at New 

Holland, hoping to ſettle there. Is wounded with 

an arrow by one of the natives. Is ſeized and car- 

ried by ſorce into a Portgueze ſhip. The great ci- 

7 2 of the captain. The author arrives at Eng- 
n | | 


T BEGAN this deſperate.voyage on F ebruary 15, 
1714-15, at 9 o'clock in the morning, The 


wind was very favourable; however I made uſe at 


firſt only of my paddles; but conſidering I ſhould 
ſoon be weary, and that the wind might chop a- 
bout, I ventured to ſet up my little ſail; and thus, 
with the help of the tide, I went at the rate of a 
league and a half an hour, as near as I could gueſs. 
My maſter and his friends continued on the ſhore, 
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till I was almoſt out of fight; and I often heard 
the ſorrel nag (Who always loved me) crying out 
hnuy illa nyha majah yahio, Take care of thy ſelf 
gentle yahvs 

My deſign was, if poſſible; to difcover ſome 


ſmall ifland uninhabited, yer ſufficient by my la- 


bour to furniſh me with the neeeſſaries of life, 
which I woold have thought a greater happineſs 
than to be firſt miniſter in the politeſt court of 
Europe; ſo horrible was the idea I conceived of 
returning to live in the ſociety, and under the 
vernmant of yahoos. For, in ſuch a ſolitude as 
deſired. I could at leaſt enjoy my own thoughts, 
and reflect with delight on the virtues of thoſe ini- 
mitable Houyhahnms, without any opportunity of 
degenerating into the vices and corrup tions of my 
own ſpecies. eg 
The reader may remember what I related, when 
my crew conſpired againſt me, and cunfined me 
to my cabbin: How I continued there ſeveral 
weeks without knowing what courſe we took ;' and 
when I was put a-ſhore in the long baat, how the 
failors told me with oaths, whether true or falſe, 
that they knew not in what part of the world we 
were. However, I did then believe us to be about 
ten degrees ſouthward of the Cape of Good Hope, 
or about 45 degrees ſouthern latirude, as I gathered 
from ſome general words | overheard among them, 
being I ſuppoſed to the ſouth- eaſt in their intended 
— to Madagaſcar. And although this were 
but little better than conjecture, yet I reſolved to 
ſteer my courſe eaſt- ward, hoping to reach the 
ſouth-weſt coaſt of New Holland, and perhaps 
ſome ſuch iſland as I defired lying weſtward of it. 
The wind was full weſt, and, by fix in the evening. 
I computed I had gone eaſt · ward at leaſt eighteen 
leagues ; when I ſpied a very ſmall iſland about half 
a league off, which I ſoon reached. It was nothing 
but 2 rock with one creek naturally arched by the 
as X 2 force 
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force of tempeſts. Here I put in my canoe, and 
climbing a part of the rock, I could plainly diſ- 
cover land to the eaſt, extending from ſouth ro 
nomh. I lay all night in my canoe; and repeating 
my voyage early in the morning, I arrived in ſeven 
hours at the ſouth-eaſt point of New. Holland. 
This confirmed me in the opinion I have long en- 
tertained, that the maps and charts place this coun- 
try at leaſt three degrees more to the eaſt than it 
really is; which thought I communicated many 
years ago to my worthy friend, Mr. Herman Moll, 
and gave him my reaſons for it, although he hath 
Tather choſen to follow other authors. 

I ſaw no jnbabitants in the place where I landed, 
and being unarmed, I was afraid of venturing far 
into the country. I found ſome ſhell-fiſh on the 
ſhore, and eat them raw, not daring to kindle a fire 
for fear of being diſcovered by the natives, I con- 
tinued three days feeding on oyſters and limpits, to 
Jave my own proviſions ; and I fortunately found 
a brook of excellent water, which gave me great 
relief. 

On the fourth day, venturing out early a little 
too far, I ſaw twenty or thirty natives upon a 
height, not above five hundred yards from me. 
They were ſtark-naked, men, women, and chil- 
dren, round a fire, as I could diſcover by the ſmoke. 
One of them ſpied me, agd gave notice to the reſt ; 
five of them advanced towards me, leaving the wo- 
men and children at the fire I made what haſte 
I could to the ſhore, and getting into my canoe, 
ihoved off: the ſavages obſerving me retreat, ran 
after me; and, before 1 could get far enough into 
the ſea, diſcharged an arrow, which wounded me 
deeply on the infide of my left knee (1 thall carry 
the mark to my grave). I apprehended the arrow 
might be poiſoned, and paddling out of the reach 
of their darts (being a calm day) I made a ſhift to 
fuck the wound, and dreſs it as well as J e 0 
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I was at a loſs what to do, for I durſt not return 
to the ſame landing place, but ſtood to rhe north, 
and was forced to paddle; for the wind, though 
very gentle, was againſt me, blowing norch· weſt. 
As | was looking about for a ſecure landing-place, 
lſaw a fail to the north north eaſt, which appear- 


ing every minute more viſible, I was, in ſome doubt 


whether I ſhould wait for them or no; but at I»{t 
my deteſtation of the yahoo race prevailed ; and- 
turning my canoe, I failed and paddled together 
to the ſouth, and got into the fame creek fron. 
whence 1 ſet out ia the morning, chuſing rather to 
truſt myſelf among theſe Burbarizans, than live 
with European yahoos. I drew up my canoe as 
cloſe as I could to the ſhore, and hid myſelt behind 
a ſtone by the little brook, which, as I have airca- 
dy ſaid, was excellent water. | 

The ſhip cane within half à league of this creck, 
and ſent out her long boat with veſſels to take in 
freſh water (for the place, it ſcems, was very well 
known); but I did not _obſerve it, will the boat was 
almoſt on ſhore ; and it was too fate to ſeek ang- 
ther hiding place. The feamea at their landing 
obſerved my canoe, and rummaging it ail over, 
ealily conjectured that the owner could not be fac 
off. Four of them, well armed, ſearched every 
cranny and lurking holes till at laſt they found me 
flu on my face behind a ſtone. They gazed a 
while in admiration at my ſtrange uncouth drefs ; 
my coat made of ſkins, my wooden ſoaled fies, 


and my furred ſtockings ; from whence however 


they concluded, I was not a native of the place, 
who all go naked. One of the ſeamen, in Poctu; 
pgueze, bid me riſe, and aſked who I was,” I un: 
derſtood that language very well, and getting upoR 
my feet, ſaid I was a poor yahoo bauiſhed from 
the Houyhnhoms, and deſired they would pleaſe 
to let me depart. They admired to hear me an; 
ſwer them in their own tongue, and ſaw, by mz 
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complexion, I muſt be an European; but were at 
a loſs to know what I meant by yahoos and Hovy- 
hahnms, and at the ſame time fell a laughing at 
my ſtrange tone in ſpeaking, which reſembled the 
neighing of a horſe. I trembled all the while be- 
twixt fear and hatred, I again deſired leave to de- 
part, and was gently moving to my canoe; but 
they laid hold on me, defiring to know, what 
country I was of? whence I came? with many o- 
ther queſtions. I told them I was born in Log 
land, from whence I came about five years ago, 
and then their country and ours were at peace. I 
therefore hoped they would not treat me as an e- 
nemy, fince I meant them no harm, but was a 
poor yahoo ſeeking ſome deſolate place where to 
paſs the remainder of his unfortunate life. 

When they began to talk, I thought I never 
heard or ſaw any thing ſo unnatural ; for it appear- 
ed to me as monſtrous, as if a dog or cow ſhould 
4 in England, or a yahoo in Houyhnhnm - land. 

e honeſt Portugueſe were equally amazed at my 
ſtrange dreſs, and the odd manner of delivering my 
words, which however they underſtood very well. 
They ſpoke to me with great humanity, and ſaid 
they were ſure the captain would carry me gratis 
to Libon, from whence I might return to my own 
country ; that two of the ſeamen would go back to 
the ſhip, inform the captain of what they had ſeen 
znd receive his orders; in the mean time, unleſs I 
would giye my ſolemn oath not to fly, they would 
ſecure me by force, I thought it beſt to comply 
with their propoſal. 'They were very curious to 
know my ſtory, but I gave them very little ſatis- 
lation; and they all conjectured, that my miſ- 
ſortunes had impaired my reaſon, In two hour, 
the boat, which went loaden with veſſels of waters 
returned with the captain's command to fetch me 
on board. | fell on my knees to preſerve my li- 
berty, but all was in vain; and the men having 
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tied me with cords, heaved me into the boat, from 
whence I was taken into the ſhip, and from thence 
into the captain's cabbin, | | 
His name was Pedro de Mendez; he was a very 
courteous and generous perſon; he intreated me 
to give ſome account of myſelf, and deſired to 
know what I would eat or drink; ſaid I ſhould be 
uſed as well as himſelf, and ſpoke ſo many obli - 
ing things, that I wondered to find ſuch civilities 
— a yahoo. However, I remained ſilent and 
ſullen ; I was ready to faint at the very ſmell of 
him and his men, At laſt I defired ſomething to 
eat out of my own canoe; but he ordered me a 
chicken, and ſome excellent wine, and then di- 
rected that I ſhould be put to bed in a very clean 
cabbia. I would not undreſs myſelf, but lay on 
the bed-cloaths, and in half an hour ſtole out, 
when I thought the crew was at dinner, and get- 
ting to the ſide of the ſhip, was going to lep into 
the ſea, and ſwim for my life, rather than conti- 
nue among yahoos : but one of the ſeamen pre- 
vented me, and having informed the captain, I was 
chained to my cabbin, | 
After dinner, Don Pedro came to me, and de+ 
fired to know my reaſon for ſo deſperate an at- 
tempt ; aſſured me, he only meant to do me all 
the ſervice he was able, and ſpoke ſo very moving; 
ly, that at laſt I deſcended to treat him like an 
animal which had ſome little portion of reaſon, I 
gave him a very ſhort relation of my voyage; of 
the conſpiracy againit me by my own men ; of the 
country where they ſet me oa ſhore, and of 
five years reſidence there: All which he looked 
upon, as if it were a dream or a viſion, whereat I 
took great offence ; for I had quite forgot the fas» 
culty of lying, ſo peculiar to yahoos in all coun- 
tries where they preſide, and conſequently the diſ- 
0 1 N of ſuſpecting truth in others of their own 
pecies, I aſked him, whether it were the cuſtom 
. in 
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in his country to ſay the thing which was not? T 
aſſured him, I had almoſt forgot what he meant 
by falſchood, and, if I had lived a thouſand years 


in Houytnham-land, I ſhould never have heard a 


lye from the meancſt ſervant ; that I was altogether 
indifferent whether 'he believed -me or no; bur 
however, in return for his favours, I would give 


fo much allowance to the corruption of his nature,, 


as to anſwer any objection he wou'd pleaſe to make 
and then he might eafily diſcover the truth. 


'The captain a wife man, aftcr many endeavours 


to catch me tripping in ſome part of my ſtory, at 
laſt began to have a better opinion of my vera-ity, 


But he added, that, fince I profeſſed fo inviolable. 
an attachment to truth, I muſt give him my word 


and honour to bear him company in this vayage, 


without attempting any thing againſt my lite, or 


elſe he would continue me a priſoner till we arrived 
at Liſbon. I gave him the promiſe he required; 
bur at the ſame time proteſted, that I would ſuffer 


the greateſt hardſhips, rather than return to live 


among yahoos. | | 
Our voyage paſſed without any conſiderable ac- 


cident. In gratitude to the captain, I ſometimes 


fat with him at 'his earneſt requeſt, and ſtrove to 
conceal my antipathy againſt human kind, al- 
though it often broke out; which he fuffered to 
paſs without obſervation. Hut the greateſt part of 
the day I confined myfclf to my cabbin, to avoid 
ſeeing any of the crew. The captain had often in- 
treated me to ſtrip myſelf of my ſavage drels, and 
offered to lend me the beſt ſuit of cloaths he had. 


This I would not be prevailed on to accept, abhor- 


ring to cover myſelt with auy thing that had been 


on the back of a yahoo. I only defired he would 


lend me tao clean ſhirts, which, having been 
waſhed fince he wore them, I believed would not 
ſo much defile me. "Theſe T changed every ſecond 
day, and waſhed them myſelf, - 

e 
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We arrived at Liſbon, Nov. 5. 1915. At our 
landing, the captain forced me to cover myſelf 
with his cloak, to prevent the rabble from croud- 
ing about me. I was conveyed to his own houſe ; 
and at my carnefſt requeſt he led me up to the 
higheſt room backwards. I conjured him to con- 
ceal from all perſons what I had told him of the 
Houyhnhnms ; becauſe the leaſt hint of ſuch a 
ſtory would not only draw numbers of people to 
ſee me, but probably put me in danger of being 
impriſoned or burnt by the inguiſitian. The cap- 
tain perſuaded me to accept a ſuit of cloaths newly 
made; but I would not ſuffer the taylor to take 
my meaſure, However, Don Pedro being almoſt 
of my ſize, they fitted me well enough. He ac- 
coutred me with other ncceflaries, all new, which 
I aired for twenty-four hours, before I would uſe 
them. | 
The captain had no wife, nor above three ſer- 
vants, none of which were ſuffered to atrend at 
meals; and his whole deportment was ſo obli — 
added to very good human underſtanding, chat 
really began to tolerate his company. He gained 
ſo far upon me, that I ventured to look out of 
the back window. 'By degrees I was brought in- 
to another room, from whence I peeped into the 
ſtreet, but drew my head back in a fright. Ia 
a week's time he ſeduced me down to the door. I 
found my terror gradually leſſened, but my hatred 
and contempt ſeemed to increaſe, I was at laſt 
bold enough to walk the ſtreet in his company, but 
kept my noſe well ſtopped with rue, or ſometimes 
with tobacco. | ; 

In ten days, don Pedro, to whom I Had given 
ſome account of my domeſtic affairs, put it upon 
me as a matter of honour and conſcience, that I 1 


ought to return to my native country, and-live 


home with wife and children, He told me, 
there was an Engliſh ſhip in the port juſt ready 2 


%, 
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fail, and he would furniſh me with all things ne- 


 eeffary. It would be tedious to repeat his argu- 
ments, and my contradictions. He faid it was al- 
together impoſſible to find ſuck a ſolitary iſland as 
I had defired to live in; but I might command in 
my own houſe, and paſs my time in a manner as 
recluſe as I pleaſed. 
I complied at laſt, finding I conld not do better, 
I left Liſbon, the 24th day of November, in an 
Engliſh merchant-man, but who was the maſter I 
never enquired, Don Pedro accompanied me to 
the ſhip, and lent me twenty pourids. He took kind 
leave of me, and embraced me at parting, which-F 
bore as well as I could. During this laſt voyage, I 
had no commerce with the maſter, or any of his 
men; but pretending I was ſick, kept cloſe in my 
cabbin. On the 5th of December 1715, we caſt 
anchor in the Downs about nine in the morning,. 
and at three in the afternoon F-got fafe to my houſe 
at Rotherhithe, : 
My wife and family received me with great fur- 
prize and joy, becauſe they concluded me certainly 
dead; but I muſt freely confeſs the fight of them- 
filled me only with hatred, diſguſt, and contempt ;- 
and the more by reflecting on the near alliance T 
had to them. For although, fince my unfortunate 
exile from the Houyhuhnm _— F had com- 
pelled myſelf to rolerate the fight of yahons, and 
to converſe with Doo Pedro de Mendez, yet my 
memory and imagination were rr! filled 
wich the virtuos and ideas of theſe exalted Houyh- 
tihnms. And when T began to confider, that, by 
copulating with one of the yahoo ſpecies, I had be- 
come a parent of more, it ſtruck me with the ut- 
moſt ſhame, confuſion, and horror. 
As ſoon as [| entered the houſe, my wife took 
me in her arms, and kiffed me; at which, not ha- 
ving been uſed to the touch of that odious animal 
for ſo many years, I fell into a ſwoon for _— an 
5 ur, 
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hour. At the time I am writing, it is five years 
ſince my laſt return to England “: during the firſt 
year I could not endure my wife or children in my 
preſence: the very ſmell of them was intolerable ; 
much leſs could I ſuffer them to eat in the ſame 
room, To this hour they dare not preſume to 
touch my bread, or drink out of the ſame cup; 
neicher was I ever able to let them take me by the 
hand. The firſt money I laid out was to buy two 
young ſtone-horſes, which I keep in a good ſtable, 

and next to them.the groom is my greateſt favour- 
| ite; for I feel my ſpirits revived by the ſmell he 
54 contracts in the ſtable. My horſes underſtand me 
| tolerably well; I converſe with them at leaſt four 

hours every day. They are ſtrangers to bridle or 
| ſaddle; they live in great amity with me, and 
| friendſhip to each other. 


4 „ This was intended as a mark, whereby the exact point of time, 
4 when Dr. Swift had finiſhed this noble and grand pertormance, which, 

in the prophetic ſtyle of his friend Pope, will in future ages be the 
WS Almiration of all men, ſhould be known to poſterity, Suvifr, 
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CHAP, XII*, of 


The author's veracity. His defign in publiſhing this 
work, His cenſure of thoſe travellers who fwerve 
from the truth. The author clears himſelf from any 
ſiniſter -ends in writing. An objection anſwered. 
The method of planting colonies. His native country 
commended. The rig ht of the crown to thoſe countries 
deſcribed by the author, is juſtified. The difficulty 
of conquering them. The author takes his laſt have 
of the reader; propoſeth his manner of living for the 
future; gives good advice, and concludeth. 


HUS, gentle reader, I have given thee a faith- 
- ful hiſtory of my travels for fixteen years and 
above ſeven months; wherein I have not been ſo 
ſtudious of ornament as of truth, I could perhaps, 
like others, have aſtoniſhed thee with ſtrange im- 
probable tales; but I rather choſe to relate plain 
matter of fact in the ſimpleſt manner aud ſtyle ; be- 
cauſe my principal deſign was to inform, and not 
to amuſe thee. 

It is eaſy for us who travel into remote countries, 
which are ſcldom viſited hy Engliſhmen, or other 
Europeans, to form deſcriptions of wonderful ani- 
mals both at ſea and land. Whereas a traveller's 


I muſt confeſs, in the ſpirit of candour and fincerity, that 1 
heartily wiſh this 22th chapter, which is, without exception, the 
dull ſt piece (at leaſt that I can remember,) in his whole writings, 
ere either burnt or annihilated, This indeed, like the reſt of his 
critics, I could eaſily have paſſed over uncenſured ; perhaps they never 
obſerved it: and yet all that I mean by this gentle ſeverity, (for I de- 
ſpiſe the reputation of a little « en'urirg critic, is, to ſhew the world, 
that I we uld fcorn to -pprove, ibrough thick and thin, the works of 
the moſt _—_—_— conſummate genius, in deſpite to that litile know- 
ledge which I have endeavoured to a.quire, as a direction to my own 
taſte and judgement. Swift, 0 
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chief aim ſhould be to make men wiſer and better, . 
and to improve their minds by the bad, as well as 
good examples, of what they deliver concerning 
foreign places. | 

I could heartily wiſh a law was enacted, that eve- 
ry traveller, before he were permitted to publiſh 
his voyages, ſhould be obliged to make oath before 


the Lord High Chancellor, that all he intended to 


print was abſolutely true to the beſt of his know- 
ledge; for then the world would no longer be de- 
ceived, as it uſually is ; while ſome writers, to make 
their works paſs the better upon the public, impoſe 
the groſſeſt falſities on the unwary reader. I have 
peruſed ſeveral books of travels with great delight 
ia my younger days; but having ſince gone over 
moſt parts of the globe, and been able to contra+ 
dict many fabulous accounts from my own obſer- 
vation, it hath given me a great diſguſt againſt this 
part of reading, and ſome indignation to ſee the 
credulity of mankind ſo impudently abuſed, There- 
fore, ſince my acquaintance were pleaſed to think 
my poor endeavours might not be unacceptable to 
my country, I impoſed on myſelf as a maxim never 


to be ſwerved from, that I would friftly adhere to 


truth; neither indeed can I be ever under the leaſt 
temptation to vary from it, while I retain in my 
mind the lectures and example of my noble maſter, 
and the other illuſtrious Houyhnhnms, of whom 
I had ſo long the honour to be an humble hearer. 
Nec ſi miſerum fortuna Sinomem 

Finxit, vanum etiam, mendacemque, improba finget. 

I know very well how little reputation is to be 
got by writings, which require neither-genjus nor 
learning, nor indeed any other talent, except a 
good memory, or an exact journal. I know like- 
wiſe, that writers of travels, like dictionary makers, 
are ſunk into oblivion, by the weight and bulk of 
thoſe who came laſt, and therefore lie uppermoſt, 


And it is highly probable, that ſuch travellers, who 
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ſhall hereafter viſit the countries deſcribed in this 


work of mine, may, by detecting my errors, (if 


there be any,) and adding many new diſcoveries of 
their own, juſtle me out of vogue, and ſtand in my 
place, making the world forget that ever I was an 
author, This indeed would be too great mortifica- 
tion, if I wrote for fame: but as my ſole intention 
was the public good, I cannot be altogether diſap- 
pointed. For who can read of the virtues I have 
mentioned in the glorious Houyhnhnms without 
being aſhamed of his own vices, when he conſiders 
himſelf as the reaſoning, governing animal of his 
country? I ſhall ſay nothing of thoſe remote nati - 
ons, Where yahoos preſide; amongſt which the 
leaſt corrupted are the Brobdingnagians, whoſe 
wiſe maxims in morality and government it would 
be our happineſs to obſerve. But I forbear deſ- 
canting farther, and rather leave the judicious rea- 
der to his own remarks and applications. 

I am not alittle pleaſed, that this work of mine 
can poflibly meet with no cenſurers: for what ob- 
jection can be made againſt a writer, who relates 
only plain facts, that happened in ſuch diſtant coun- 
tries, where we have not the leaſt intereſt with re- 
ſpect either to trade or negotiations? I have care- 
tully avoided every fault, with which common 


writers of travels are often too juſtly charged. Be- 
ſides I meddle not in the leaſt with any party, but 


write without paſſion, prejudice, or ill-will againſt 
auy man, or number of men whatſoever. 1 write 
for the nobleſt end, to inform and inſtru man- 
kind, over whom I may, without breach of mo- 
deſty, pretend to ſome ſuperiority, from the ad- 
vantages I received by converſing fo long among 
the moſt accompliſhed Houyhnboms, I write with- 
out any view towards profit or praiſe. I never ſut- 
fer a word to pafs, that may look like reflection. or 
poſlibly give the leaſt offence, even to thoſe who are 
moſt ready to take it. 80 that J hope, I may with 
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juſtice pronounce myſelf an author perfectly blame- 
leſs; againſt whom the tribes of anſwerers, conſi- 
derers, obſervers, reflecters, detecters, remarkers, 
will never be able to find matter for exerciſing their 
talents. 0 

I confeſs, it was whiſpered to me, that I was 
bound in duty, as a ſubject. of England, to have 
given in a memorial to a ſecretary of ſtate at my 
frſt coming over; becauſe, whatever lands are 


diſcovered by a ſubject, belong to the crown. But 1 


doubt whether our conqueſts, in the countries I 
treat of, would be as eaſy as thoſe of Ferdinando 
Cortez over the naked Americans. The Lilliputi- 
ans, 1 think, are hardly worth the charge of a 
fleet and army to reduce them; and I queſtion 
whether it might be prudent or ſafe to attempt the 
Brobdingnagians: Or whether an Eagliſh army 
would be much at their eaſe with the flying iſland 
over their heads. The Houyhnhams, indeed, ap- 
pear not to be ſo well prepared for war, a ſcience to 
which they are perfect ſtrangers, and eſpecially a- 
gainſt miſſive weapons. However, ſuppoſing myſelf 
to be a miniſter of ſtate, I could never give my ad- 
vice for invading them. Their prudence, unani- 
mity, unacquaiatedneſs with fear, and their love of 
their country, would amply ſupply all defects in 


the military art, Imagine twenty thouſand of them 


breaking into the midſt of an European army, 
confounding the ranks, overturning the carriages, 
battering the warriors-faces-into mummy by terrible 
yerks from their hinder - hoofs; for they would well 
deſerve the character given to Auguſtus : Necalci- 
trat undique tutus, But inſtead of propoſals for 
conquering that magnanimous nation, I rather wiſh- 
they were in a- capacity, or diſpoſition, to ſend a 


ſufficient number of their inhabitants for civilizing 


Europe, by teaching us the firſt principles of ho- 
nour, juſtice, truth, temperance, public ſpirit, for- 
titude, chaſtity, friendſhip, benevolence, and fide- 
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lity : the names of all which virtues are ſtill retain- 
ed among us in moſt languages, and are to be met 
with in modern, as well as ancient authors; which 
I am able to aſſert from my own ſmall reading. 

But I had another reaſon, which made me leſs 
forward to enlarge his Majeſty's dominions by my 
diſcoveries : To ſay the truth, I had conceived a 
few ſcruples with relation to the diſtributive juſtice 
of princes upon thoſe occaſions, For inſtance, a 
crew of pyrates are driven by a ſtorm, they know 
not whither; at length a boy diſcovers land from 
the top-maſt ; they go on ſhore to rob and plunder ; 
they fee an harmleſs people, are entertained with 
kindneſs; they give the country a new name; they 
take formal poſſeſſion of it for their king; they ſet 
up a rotten plank or a ſtone for a memorial; they 
murder two or three dozen of the natives, bring 
away a couple more by force for a ſample, return 
home, and get their pardon. Here commences a 
new dominion, acquired with a title by divine right. 
Ships are ſent with the firſt opportunity ; the natives 
driven out or deſtroyed ; their princes tortured to 
diſcover their gold; a free licence given to all acts of 
inhumanity and luſt ; the earth reeking with the 
blood of its inhabitants: and this execrable crew of 
butchers employed in ſo pious an expedition, is a 
modern colony, ſent to convert and civilize an idola- 
trous and barbarous people. 

But this deſcription, I confeſs, doth by no means 
affe& the Briciſh nation, who may be an example 
to the whole world, for the witdom, care, and 
juſtice in planting colonies; their liberal endow- 
nents for the advancement of religion and learn- 
ing; their choice of devout and able paſtors to pro- 
payate Chriſtianity ; their caution in ſtocking their 
provinces with people of ſober lives and converſa- 
tions, from this the mother kingdom; their ſtrict 
regard to the diſtribution of juſtice, in ſupplying 
the civil adminiſtration through all their * 
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with officers of the greateſt abilities, utter ſtrangers 
to corruption; and to crown all, by ſending the 
moſt vigilant and victuous governors, who have no 
other views than the happineſs of the people over 
whom they preſide, and the honour of the King 
their maſter. 
But as thoſe countries, which I have deſcribed, . 
do not appear to have any deſire of being conquer- 
ed, and enſla ved, murdered or driven out by colo- 
nies; nor abound either in gold, filver, ſugar, or- 
tobacco; I did humbly conceive, they were by no 
means proper objects of our zeal, our valour, or 
our intereſt. However, if thoſe, whom it more 
concerns, think it fit to be of another opinion, 1 
am ready to depoſe, when I-thall be lawfully called, 
that no European did ever viſit theſe countries be- 
fore me: I mean, if the inhabitants ought to be 
believed; unleſs a diſpute may ariſe, concerning 
the two yahoos ſaid to have been ſeen many ages 
ago upon a mountain in Houyhnhnm-land. 

But, as to the formality of taking poſſeſſion in 
my ſovereign' s Name, it never came once into my 
thoughts; and if it had, yet, as my affairs then 
ſtood, I ſhould perhaps in point of prudence and - 
ſelt- preſervaiion have put it off to a better opportu- - 

niit 
Having thus anſwered the only objection that 
can ever be railed againſt me as a traveller; I here 
take a final leave of all my courteous readers, and 
return to enjoy my own ſpeculations in my little 
garden at Redriff; to apply thoſe excellent leſſons 
of virtue which I learned among the Houyhnhums; 
to inſtruct the yahoos of my own family, as far as 
] ſhall find them docible animals; to behold my fi- 
gure often in a glaſs, and thus, if poſſible, habitu- 
ate myſelf by time to tolerate the ſight of a human 
creature: to lament the brutality'ot Houyhnhams 
in my own country, but always treat their perſons - 
with reſpe& for the ſake of my noble maſter, his 
SY family, 
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family, his friends, and the whole Houyhnhum 
race, whom theſe of ours have the honour to re- 
ſemble in all their lineaments, however their intel- 
lectuals came to degenerate. 

I began laſt week to permit my wife to ſit at 
dinner with me at the fartheſt end of a long table; 
and to anſwer (but with the utmoſt brevity,) the 
few queſtions I aſked her. Yet, the ſmell of a ya- 
hoo continuing very offenſive, I always kept my 
noſe well ſtopped with rue, lavender, or tobacco- 
leaves, And, although it be hard for a man late 
in life to remove old habits, I am not altogether 
out of hopes in ſome time to ſuffer a neighbour 


yahoo in my company, without the apprehenſions 


I] am yet under of his teeth or his claws. 

My reconcilement to the yahoo-kind in general, 
might not be ſo difficult, if they would be content 
with thoſe vices and follies only which Nature hath 
intitled them to, I am not in the leaſt provoked at 
the ſight of a lawyer, a pick-pocket, -a colonel, a 
fool, a lord, a gameſter, a politician, a whore- 
monger, a phyſician, an evidence, a ſuborner, an 
attorney, a traitor, or the like: this is all accord- 
ing to the due courſe of things ; but when I behold 
a lump of deformity and diſeaſes, both in body and 
mind, ſmitten with pride, it immediately breaks all 
the meaſures of my patience; neither ſhall I be ever 
able to comprehend how ſuch an animal, and ſuch 
a vice, could tally together. The wiſe and virtu- 
ous Houyhnhnms, who abound in all excellencics 


that can adorn a rational creature, have no name 


for this vice in their language, which hath no terms 
to expreſs any thing that is evil, except thoſe where- 
by they deſcribe the deteſtable qualities of their ya- 
hoos, among which they were not able to diſtinguiſh 
this of pride, for want of thoroughly underſtanding 
human nature, as it ſheweth itlelf in other coun— 
tries where that animal prefides : But I, who had 

be. more 
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more experience, could plainly obſerve ſome rudi- 
ments of it among the wild yahoos. 55 4H 

But the Houyhnhnms, who live under the go- 
vernment of reaſon, are no more proud of the good 
qualities they poſſeſs, than I ſhould be for not 
wanting a leg or an arm, which no man in his wits 
would boaſt of, although he muſt be miſerable with- 
out them. I dwell the longer upon this ſubject, 
from the defire I have to make the ſociety of an 
Engliſh yahoo by any means not inſupportable ; and 
therefore I here intreat thoſe, who have any tinc- 
ture of this abſurd vice, that they will not preſume 
to come in my light. 


*.* To mortify pride, which indeed was not made for man, and 
produces not only the moſt ridiculous follies, but the moſt extenſive 
calamity, appears to have been one general view of the author in eve- 
ry part of theſe travels, Perſonal ſtrength and beauty, the wiſdom 
and the vintue of mankind, become objects, not of pride, but of hu- 
mility, in the diminutive ſtature and contemptible weakneſs of the 
Lilliputians ; in the horrid deformity of the Brobdingnagians ; in the 
learned folly of the Liputiansz and in the parallel drawn between 
eur manners and thoſe of the Houyhnhams, 

Swift's Gulliver is a direct, plain, and bitter ſatire, againſt the in- 
num-rable follies and corrup ions in law, politics, learning, morals, 
and religion, - And without diſpmte theſe manifold cor:nptions have; 
in a courſe of ages, by the refinements and gloſſes of in.quicous men, 
arrived at la{t to ſuch ſtrength and effrontery, as to render it impoſſible 
for all the wit and genius that ever warmed the imagination of a ſa- 
tiriſt, to laſh them with any degree of ſeve.ity proportioned to that 
exceſs of perturbation and miſchief which they ſeverally occaſion in 
the great circle of ſociety, All therefore, which can be done by a 
wiſe man, (ſ:eing that by nature he is appointed to act, for the ſpace 
of thirty, fifty, or ſ:venty years, ſome ridiculous filly part in this 
fantaſtic theatre of miſery, vice, and corruption,) is either to lament, 
with Heraclitus, the iniquities of the world; or, which is the more 
chearful. and therefore I do preſume the more eligible courſe, to laugh 
with Democritus, at all tte knaves and fools upon earth. And ac- 
cordingly we find, that Dr. Switt has, in theſ- travels, exerted a ſort 
of ridicule and ſatire, pointed ſo ditectly againſt the depravities of hu- 
man kind, and ſupported with ſuch an avundance of wit and pleaſan- 
try, as indeed more than perſuade us tp believe, that his intention was 
either to laugn vice and immorality, if it were poſſible, quite out of 
the world; or at leaft to avenge the cauſe of virtue on all the patrons 
or abettors of iniquity, Swift, | 
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© moral diſcourſes, for running into ſtale topics 
and thread-bare quotations, and not handling 
© their ſubject tully and cloſely : all which errors 
I have carefully avoided in the following eſſay, 
o 
6 
* 
— 
6 
4 
= 


which J have propoſed for a pattern for young 
writers to imitate, 'The thoughts and obſervati- 
ons being entirely new, the quotations untouched 
by others, the ſubject of mighty importance, and 
treated with much order and perſpicuity, it hath 

' coſt me a great deal of time; and I deſire you 

will accept and conſider it as the utmoſt effort of 
my genius.“ | 


HILOSOPHERS fay, that man is a microcoſm, 


or little world, rejembling in miniature every 
1 pirt of the great; and, in my opinion, the body 
| natural may be compared to the body politic ; and 

if 


This eſſay will make you ſmile. Orrery, 

In this piece the ſpirit of ridicule is very highly diſplayed. The 
autaor gravely pretends, that this ſubject is of mighty importance 
that his ſentiments are entirely new; that his quotations are untouch- 
ed by others: and. above all, that he has treated his ſubject _ 

| | muc 


nonſenſical traſh, Suit. 
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if this be ſo how can the Epicurean's opinion be 
true, that the univerſe was formed by a fortuitous 
concourſe of atoms ; which I will no more believe, 
than that the accidental jumbling of the letters of 
the alphabet could fall by chance into a moſt inge- 
nious and learned treatiſe of philoſophy. Riſum 
teneatis amici? [Hok. ] This falſe opinion muſt 
needs create many more; it is like an error in the 
firſt concoction, which cannot be corrected in the 
ſecond ; the foundation is weak, and whatever ſu- 
perſtructure you raiſe upon it, muſt of neceſſity 
fall to the ground Thus men-are led from one 
error to another, until with Ixion they embrace a 
cloud inſtead of Juno; or, like the dog in the fa- 
ble, loſe the ſubſtance in gaping at the ſhadow : For 
ſuch opinions cannot cohere ; but like the iron and 
clay in the toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image, muſt 
ſeparate and break in pieces. I have read in a cer- 
tain author, that Alexander wept, becauſe he had 
no more worlds to conquer; which he needed not 
have done, if the fortuitous concourſe of atoms 
could create one; but this is an opinion fitter for 
that many headed beaſt the vulgar to entertain, than 
for ſo wiſe a man as Epicurus; tbe corrupt part of 
his ſect only borrowed his name, as the monkey 
2 the cat's claw to draw the cheſnut out of the 
', | 
However, the firſt ſtep to the cure is to know the 
diſeaſe; and though truth may be difficult to find, 


much order, fulneſs, and perſpicuity; on which account he hath 
propoſed it as a pattern for young writers to imitate, aud de fires it 
may le confiderei as the utmoſt effort of his genius. Whereas, in fact, 
the ſubject is of li:tle importance, the ſentiments are oid ard ſtale, 
the quotations are thread bate: and to complete his ridicule, be has 
treated his ſubject in a light, careleſs, rambling, ſuperficial manner, 
without order, tulneſs, meaning, or perſpicuity : and therefore it is 
only to be conſidered, like the Meditation on a Broomſtick, [ VoL 7 
p. 104] in a farcical, ſatiric light, deſigned purely to expoſe the folly 
and temerity of thoſe brainleſs, illiterate ſcribblers who are eternal- 
ly plaguing. their contemporaries with a parcel of wild, incoherent 


becauſe, 
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becauſe, as the philoſopher obſerves, ſhe lives in 
the bottom of a well, yet we need not; like blind 
men, grope in open day-light. I hope I may be 
allowed among ſo many far more learned men to 
offer my mite, fince a ſtander- by may fometimes per- 
haps ſee more of the game, than he that plays it. 
But I do not think a philoſopher obliged to ac- 
count for every phænomenon in nature, or drown 
himſelf with Ariſtotle, for not being able to ſolve 
the ebbing and flowing of the tide in that fatal ſen- 
tence he paſt upon himſelf, Quia te non capio, tu capics 
me. Wherein he was at once the judge and the crimi- 
nal, the accuſer and executioner. Socrates, on the 
other hand, who faid he knew nothing, was pro- 
nounced by the oracle to be the wiſeſt man in the 
world. | 
But to return from this digreffion, I think it as 
clear as any demonſtration in Euclid, that nature 
does nothing in vain; if we were able to dive into 
her fecret receſſes, we ſhould find that the ſmalleſt 
blade of graſs, or moſt contemptible weed, has its 
particular uſe : but ſhe is chiefly admirable in her 
minuteſt compoſitions ; the leaſt and moſt contemp- 
tible inſe& moſt diſcovers the art of nature, if I may 
fo call it; though nature, which delights in variety, 
will always triumph over art : and as the poet ob- 
ſerves, | 
 Naturam expellas furca licet, uſque recurret, Hor. 
But the various opinions of philoſophers, have 
ſcattered through the world as many plagues of the 
mind as Pan dora's box did thoſe of the body, only 
with this difference, that they have not left hope 
at the bottom. And if truth be not fled with Af- 
trea, ſhe is certainly as hidden as the ſource of the 
Nile, and can be found only in Utopia. Not that 
I would reflect on theſe wiſe ſages, which would be 
a ſort of ingratitude; and he that calls a man un- 
| grate*- 
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grateful, ſums up all the evil a man can be guilty 
of. | 


Ingratum fi dixeris omnia dictis, 

But what I blame the philoſophers for (though 
ſome may think it a paradox), is-chicfly their pride ; 
nothing leſs than an iþ/e dixit, and you muſt pin 
your faith on their fleeve, And though Diogenes 
lived in a tub, there might be, for aught I know, 
as much pride under his rags, as in the fine-ſpun 
garment of the divine Plato. It is reported of this 
Diogenes, that when Alexander came to ſee him, 
and promiſed to give him whatever he would aſk, 
the Cynic only anſwered, take not from me what 
% you canſt not give me, but ſtand from between 
© me and the light;” which was almoſt as extrava- 
gant, as the philoſopher that flung his money into 
the ſea, with this remarkable ſaying— +. 

How different was this man from the uſurer, 
who being told his ſon would ſpend all he had got, 
replied, ** He cannot take more pleaſure in ſpend- 
ing, than I did in getting it,” Theſe men could 
ſee the faults of each other, but not their own; 
thoſe they flung into the bag behind; non videmus 
id manticae quod in tergo * I may perhaps be 
cenſured for my free opinions by thoſe carping Mo- 
mus's whom «.uthors worthip.as the Indians do the 
devil, for fear, 'They will endeavour to give my 
reputation as many wounds as the man in the alma- 
nack ; but I value it not; and perhaps, like flies, 
they may buz ſo often about the candle, till they 
bura their wings. They muſt pardon me, if I vea- 
ture to give them this advice, not to rail. at what 
they cannot underſtand : it does but diſcover that 
{clt-rormenting paſſion of envy, than which the 


+ Allyding to the ſable of Phaedrus, thut Jupiter had hung over 
every man's ſhculder two ſatchels, of which one hung before, a d 
contained the faults of his neighb.ur; and the other behind, whi h 
contained his own, 


greate? 
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greateſt tyrant never invented a more cruel tor- 
ment. 8 
Invidia Siculi non invenere tyranni 
Tormentum majus Joy. 

1 muſt be fo bold to tell my critics and witlings, 
that they can no more judge of this, than a man 
that is born blind can have any true idea of co- 
lours. I have always obſerved that your empty 
veſſels ſound loudeſt : I value their laſhes as little 
as the ſea did thoſe of Xerxes, when he whipped 
it. +, The utmoſt favour a man can expect from 
them is, that which Polyphemus promiſed Ulyſſes, 
that he would devour him the laſt: they think to 
ſubdue a writer as Cæſar did his enemy, with a 
veni, vidi, vici. I confeſs I value the opinion of 
the judicious few, a Rymer, a Dennis, or a W--k; 
but for the reſt, to give my judgement at once, I 
think the long diſpute among the philoſophers a- 
bout a vacuum may be determined in the affirma- 
tive, that it is to be found in a critic's head. They 
are at beſt but the drones of the learned world, 
who devour the honey, and will not work them- 
ſelves; and a writer need no more regard them, 
than the moon does the barking of a little ſenſeleſs 
cur. For, in ſpight of their terrible roaring, you 
may with half an eye diſcover the a, under the 
lion's ſkin. * | 

But to return to our diſcourſe : Demoſthenes 
being aſked what was the firſt part of an orator, 
replied, action what was the ſecond, action: what 
was the third, aion : and ſo on ad inſinitum. This 
way be true ia oratory ; but contemplation in o- 
ther things exceeds action. And therefore a wile 
man is never leſs alone, than when he is alone: 
| Nunquam minus ſclus, quam cum ſolus. 

And Archimedes, the famous mathematician, 


+ It is told of Xerxes, that when the ſea broke down the bridge 
of boats, which he had laid over the Helleſpont, he ordered it to be 
laſhed, and fetters to be thrown into it. 


2 was 


Or- 
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was ſo intent upon his problems, that he never 
minded the ſoldier who came to kill him. There- 
fore, not to detract from the juſt praiſe that be- 
longs to orators, they ought to conſider that na- 
ture, which give us two eyes to ſee, and two ears 
to hear, has given us but one tongue to ſpeak, 
wherein however ſome do ſo abound, that the 
virtuoſi, who have been ſo long in ſearch for the 
perpetual motion, may infallibly find it there. 
Some men admire republics, becauſe orators 
flouriſh there moſt, and are the great enemies of 
tyranny : but my opinion is, that one tyrant is bet- 
ter than a hundred. Beſides, theſe orators inflame 
the people, whoſe anger is really but a ſhort fit of 
madneſs. | 
Ira furor brevis e. Hon. 

After which laws are like cobwebs, which may 
catch ſmall flies, but let waſps and hornets break 
through, But in oratory the greateſt art is to hide 
art, | Get | 

Artis eft celare artem © | © 

But this muſt be the work of time; we muſt lay 
hold on all opportunities, and let flip no occaſion, 
elſe we ſhall be forced to weave Penelope's web, 
unravel in the night what we ſpun in the day. 
And therefore I have obſerved, that time is paint- 
ed with a lock before, and bald behind, fignifying 
thereby, that we muſt take time (as we ſay) by the 
forelock, for when it is once paſt, there is no re- 
calling it, | 

The mind of man is at firſt (if you will pardon 
the expreſſion) like a tabula rafa, or like wax, 


which, while it is ſoft, is capable of any impreſſion, 


till time has hardened it, And at length death, 
that grim tyrant, ſtops us in the midſt of our car- 
reer. The greateſt conquerors have at laſt been 
conquered by death, which ſpares none, from the 
ſceptre to the ſpade. 


Mors omnibus communis, 
Vol. V. 2 All 


rv os 
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All rivers go to th» ſea, but none return from 
it. Xerxes wept when he beheld his army, to con- 
ſider that in leſs than an hundred years they would 
be all dead: Anacreon was choaked with a grape- 
ſtone; and viotent joy kills as well as violent grief. 
There is nothing in this world conſtant, but in- 
conſtancy ; yet Plato thought, that if virtue would 
appear to che world in her own native dreſs, all 
men would be enamoured with her. But now, 
ſince intereſt governs the world, and men neglect 
the golden mean, Jupiter himſelf, if he came on 
the carth, would be deſpiſed, unleſs it were, as he 
did to Danae, in a golden ſhower : for we now-a- 
days worſhip the riſing ſun, and not the ſetting. 
Donec eris filix multos numerabis amicos 
Thus have I, in obedience to your commands, 
ventured to expoſe myſelf to cenſure in this critical 
age. Whether I have done right to my ſubjet 
muſt be left to the judgement of the learned read- 
er: however, I cannot but hope, that my attempt- 
ing of it may be an. encouragement for ſome able 
pen to perform it with more ſucceſs, | 
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PxEDIctIONs for the year 1708 *.. 

; Wherein the month; and day of the month; are 
ſet down, the perſons named, and the great acti- 


ons and events of next year particularly relat- 
ed, as they will come to paſs. ww 7 


Written to prevent the people of England from being 
farther impoſed on by the vulgar — 6 


By ISAAC BICKERSTAFE, EM. 
1 HAVE long conſidered the groſs abuſe of aſtro» 


logy in this kingdom, and upon debating the 
matter with myſelf, I could not poſſibly lay the 


mw bs & © >> hw; © 


Ve 


is ſaid, that the author, when be had weit this paper, and 

being at a Joſs what nant to prefix to it, paſſing through Longacre, | 
bſerved à ſign over a houſe where a lockfmith dwelt, aud found the 
name Bickerflaff written under it: which being a name ſomewhat un- 
common, he choſe to call himſelf Bickerflaff, This name was 
ſome time afterwards made uſe of by Sir Richard Steele, and Mr. 
Addifon, in the Tatlers ; in which papers, as well as many of the 
SpeQtator*, it is well known, that the author had a conſiderable part. 
Dub, edit, ' ; ; 
The papers which relate to Partridge the almanack-maker, are 
entirely humorous : and although they are not only temporary but 
local; yet, by an art peculiar to Swift himſ-lf, they are rendered: 
immortal, fo as to be read with pleaſure, as long as the Engliſh lan- 
guage ſubſiſts. Orrery- | | 
In the papers relating to Partridge the almanack-maker, the ſe 
who have a taſte for 2 and humour, will find abundance of en- 
tertainment. They ar: deſigned as a rid ule upon all that fooliſh 
$ tribe, who ſet up for aſtrologers, and without one rag ot lears ing 
| are great pretenders to ſcience, The elegy on Partridge (in vol. vii. p. 
204.) can never be ſufficiently reliſhed by thoſe who are unacquaint- 
ed with thoſe whimſical tfact. However, it is a point worth ob- 
ſerving, that upon all occaſions Dr. Swift remembered the fanatics} 
party; neither would he allow a poor cobler, ſtarmonger, and quack, 
to go out of the world, until, upon his death bed, he had declared 


himſelf a nonconformilt, and had a fanatic preacher to-be his ſpirtusl- 
guide, Swift, | 
* 2 2 fault 
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fault upon the art, but upon thoſe groſs impoſtors, 
who ſet up to be the artiſts, I know ſeveral learfi- 
ed men have contended, that the whole is a cheat; 
that it is abſurd and ridiculous to imagine, the ſtars 
can have any influence at all upon human actions, 
thoughts, or inclinations ; and whoever hath not 
bent his ſtudies that way, may be excuſed for think- 
ing ſo, when he ſees in how wretched a manner 
that noble art is treated by a few mean iliterate 
traders between us and the ſtars; who import a 
yearly ſtock. of nonſenſe, lyes, folly, and impertis 
nente, which they offer to the world as genuine 
from the planets, though they deſcend from no 
greater a height than their on brains. 

T intend in a ſhort time to publiſh a large and 
rational defence of this art, and therefore ſhall' ſay 
no more in its juſtification at preſent, than that {4 
hath been in all ages defended by many learned 
men, and among the reſt by Socrates himſelf, whom 


1 Hook upon as undoubtedly the wiſeſt of uninſpir- 


ed mortals; to which if we add, that thoſe who 
have condemned his art, though otherwiſe learned, 
having been ſuch as either did not apply their ſtu- 


dies this way, or at leaſt did not ſaicceed in their 


applications ; their teſtimony wHl not be of much 
weight to its diſadvantage, fince they are liable to 
the common objection of condemning what they 
did not underſtand. * 
Nor am | at all offended, or do I think it an in- 


jury to the art, when I ſee the common dealers ir 


it, the fludents in aftrology, the philomaths, and the 
reſt of that tribe, treated by wiſe men with the ut · 
miſt ſcorn and contempt ; but J rather wonder, 
when I obſerve gantlemen in the country, rich e- 
nough to ſerve the nation in parliament, poring 
into Patridge's almanack, to find out the eveots of 
the year, at home and abroad; not daring to pro- 
poſe a hunting match, till Gadbury or he have 
fixed the weather, | | 


I will 
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I will allow either of the two I have mentioned, 
or any other of the fratei nity, to be not only aſtro- 
logers, but conjurers too, if I do not produce a 
hundred inſtances in all their almanacks to con- 
vince any reaſonable man, that they do not fo; 
much as underſtand common grammar and ſyntax; 
that they are not able to ſpell any word out of the 
uſual road, nor even in their prefaces to write 
common ſenſe or intelligible Engliſh. Theo for 
their obſervations and predictions, they are ſuch. 
as will equally ſuit any age or country in the world. 
This month a certain great perſon will te threatine& 
with death or ſickneſs. This the news papers will 
tell them; for there we find at the end of the year, 
that no month paſſes without the death of ſome 
2 of note; and it would be hard, if it ſhould 
otherwiſe, when there are at leaſt two thouſand 
perſons of note in this kingdom, many of them 
old, and the almanack-maker has the liberty of 
chuſing the ſicklieſt ſeaſon of the year, where he 


may fix his prediction. Again, this month an emi- 


nent clergyman will be preferred; of which there 
may be ſome hundreds, half of them with one foot 
in the grave. Then, /uch a planet in ſuch a houſe, | 
ſhews great machinations, plots and conſpiracies, that 

may in time be brought to light : after which, if we 
hear of any diſcovery, the aſtrologer gets the ho- 
nour ; if not, his prediction ſtill ſtands good. And 
at laſt. God preſerve King Milliam from ail his open. 
and ſecret enemies, Amen. When, it the King ſhould 


happen to have died, the aſtrologer plainly fore- 
told it; otherwiſe it paſſeth but tor the pious cja- 


culation of a loyal ſubject; though it unluckily 
happened in ſome of their almanaks,. that poor 
King William was prayed for many months after 
he was dead, becaule it fell out, that he died about 
the beginning of the year, 
| To mention no more of their impertinent pre- 
ditions, what have we to do with their advertiſe- 
2 3 ments 
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content, that Partridge, and the reſt of his clan, 
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or their mutual quarrels in verſe and proſe ot 
and Tory, wherewith the ſtars have little to do? 
Having long obſerved and lamented theſe, and a 
hundred other abuſes of this art, too tedious to 
repzat, I reſolved to proceed in a new way, which 
I doubt not will be to the general ſatisfaction of 
the kingdom: I can this year produce but a ſpeci- 
men of what I defign for the future; having em- 
ployed moſt part of my time in adjuſting and cor- 


recting the calculations I made ſome years pat, be- 


cauſe | would offer nothing to the world, of which 
Lam not as fully ſatisfied, as that I am now alive. 
For theſe two laſt years, I have not failed in above 
one or two particulars, and thoſe of no very great 
moment, I exactly foretold the miſcarriage at 
Toulon, with all its particulars, and the loſs of 
Admiral Shovel; though I was miſtaken as to the 


day, placing that accident about thirty fix hours 


ſooner than it happened; but upon reviewing my 
ſchemes, I quickly found the cauſe of that error. 
T likewiſe foretold the battle of Almanza to the 
very day and hour, with the loſs on both ſides, 


and the conſequences thereof, All which I ſhew- 


ed to ſome friends many months before they hap- 
pened, that is, I gave them papers ſealed up, to 
open at ſuch a time, after which they were at li- 
berty to read them; and there they found my pre- 
dictions true in every article, except one or two 
very minute. | | | 

As for the few following predictions I now offer 


"the world, I forebore'to publiſh them, till I had 
peruſed the ſeveral almanacks for the year we are 
no entered upon. I found them all in the uſual 


ſtrain; and | beg the reader will compare their 


manner with mine: and here I make bold to tell 


the world, that I lay the whole credit of my art 
upon the truth of theſe prediftions; and I will be 


may 
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a mark of infamy to mankind, if they 
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may hoot me for a cheat and impoſtor, if I fail in 
any ſingle particular of moment, I believe, any 
man who reads this paper, will look upon me to 
be at leaſt a perſon of as much heneſty and under- 
ſtanding, as a common maker of almanacks Fdo 
not lurk in the dark; Þ am not wholly unknown 
in the world; I have ſet my name at length, to be 


| find I 

deceive them. #4 
In one point I muſt defire to- be forgiven, that I 
talk more ſparingly of home- affairs: as it would be 
imprudence to diſcover ſecrets of ſtate, ſo it might 
be dangerous to my perſon; but in ſmaller matters, 
and ſuch as are not of public conſequence, I ſhall 
be very free; and the truth of my conjectures will 
as much appear from theſe as the other, As for 
the moſt ſignal events abroad, in France, Flanders, 
Italy and Spain, I ſhall make no ſcruple to predict 
them in plain terms : ſome of them are of impor- 
tance, and I hope I ſhall ſeldom miſtake the day 
they will happen ; therefore, I think good to in- 
form the reader, that I all along make ule of the 
old flyle, obſerved in England, which I deſire he 
will compare with that of the news-papers, at the 

time they relate the actions I mention. 
I muſt add one word more: I know it hath been 
the opinion of ſeveral learned perſons, who think 
well enough of the true art of aſtrology, that the 


ſtars do only incline, and not force the actions or 


wills of men: and therefore, however I may pro- 
ceed by right rules, yet I cannot in prudence fo 
confidently aſſure the events will follow exactly as I 

predict them. | 
I hope I hare natvrally conſidered this objection, 


which in ſome caſes is of no little weight. For ex- 


ample : a man may, by the influence of an over- 
ruling planet, be diſpoſed or inclined to luſt, rage, 
or avarice, and yet by the force of reaſon overcome 
that evil influence; and this was the caſe of Socra- 
11 tes 
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tes *: but the great events of the world, uſually 
depending upon numbers of men, it cannot be ex- 
pected they ſhould all unite to croſs their inclinati- 
ons, for purſuing a general deſign, wherein they 
unanimouſly agree. Beſides, the influence of the 
ſtars reaches to many actions and events, which are 
not any way in the power of reaſon; as ſickneſs, 
death, and what we commonly call accidents, with. 
many more needleſs to repeat. 
But now it is time to proceed to my predictions, 
which I have begun to calculate from the time that 
the ſun enters into Aries. And this I take to be 
properly the beginning of the natural year. I pur - 
2 them to the time that he enters Libra, or ſome · 
what more, which is the buſy period of the year. 
The remainder I have not yet adjuſted, upon ac- 
count of ſeveral impediments needleſs here to men- 
tion: beſides, I muſt remind the reader again, that 
this is but a ſpecimen of what Ideſign in ſucceeding. 
years to treat more at large, if I may have liberty 
and encouragement. | 

My firſt prediction is but a trifle ;. yet I will men- 
tion it, to ſhew how ignorant thoſe fottiſh preten- 
ders to aſtrology are in their own concerns: it re- 
lates to Partridge the almanack-maker ; I have con- 
ſulted the ſtar of his nativity by my own-rulcs, and: 
find he will infallibly die upon the 2Qth of March. 
next, about eleven at night, of a raging fever;. 
therefore I adviſe him to conſider of it, and ſettle 
his affairs in time, | 

The month of April will be obſervable for the 
death of many great perſons. On the 4th will die 
the Cardinal de Noailles, Archbiſhop of Paris: on 


* A phyſiognomiſt being brought by Socrates's ſcholars, to exa - 
mine the features of their matter, pronounced him, according to the 
rules of art, paſſionate, intemperate, and libidinous; and when he 
was reproached and derided by them for a judęement ſo remote from 
the truth. Socrates reſcued him from their icſalt, by declaring, that 
his natural diſp: ſition was fuch as had been 4ifcrib.d, before it was 
corrected by the ſtu iy of philoſophy, 

the 
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the 11th, the young Prince of Aſturias, ſon to the 
Duke of Anjou: on the 14th, a great peer of this 
realm will die at his country-houſe : on the 19th, 
an old layman of great fame for learning: and on 
the 23d, an eminent gold{mith in Lombard - ſtreet. 
I could mention others, both at home and abroad, 
if I did not confider fuch events of very little uſe or 
inſtruction to the reader, or to the world. 

As to public affairs: on the 7th of this month 


| there will be an inſurrection in Dauphiny, oceaſis - 


oned by the oppreſſion of the people, which will not 
be quieted in ſome months. | £07 * 
n the 15th, will be a violent ſtorm on the 
ſouth-eaſt coaſt of France, which will deſtroy many 
of their ſhips, and ſome in the very harbour. 
The 19th will be famous for the revolt of a whole 
province or kingdom, excepting one city, by which 
the affairs of a certain prince in the alliance will 
take a better face, | 146% 39 
| — againſt common conjectures, will be no ve- 
ry buſy month in Europe, but very ſignal for the 


death of the Dauphin, which will happen on the 


the 7th, after a ſhoyt fit of ſickneſs, and grievous 
torments with the ſtrangury. He dies leſs lamented 
by the court than the kingdom. | 
On the gth, a mareſchal of France will break his 
leg by a fall from his horſe. . I have not been able 
to diſcover whether he will then die or not. | 

On the 11th, will begin a moſt important ſiege, 
which the eyes ot all Europe will be upon: I'cannot 
be more particular: for in relating affairs that ſo 
nearly concern the confederates, and conſequently 


this kingdom, I am forced to confine myſelf, for 
ſeveral reuſons very obvious to the reader. 


On the 1 5th, news will arrive of a very ſurpriſing 
event, than which nothing could be more unexpected. 
On the 19th, three noble ladies of this kingdom 
will againſt all expectation, prove with child, to 

the great joy of their huſbands. 4 
a 
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On the 23d, a famous buffoon of the play-houſe 
will die a ridiculous death, ſuitable to his vocation. 
June. This month will be diſtinguiſhed at home, 
by the utter diſperſing of thoſe ridiculous deluded 
enthuſiaſts, commonly called the Prophets; occaſi · 
oned chiefly by ſecing the time come, when many 
of their prophecies ſhould be fulfilled, and then 
finding themſelves deceived by contrary events. It 
is indeed to be admired, how any deceiyerican be 
fo weak to foreiel things near at hand, when a very 
few months muſt of neceſſity diſcoverthe impoſture 
to all the world; in this point leſs pradent than 
common almanack-makers, who are ſo wiſe to 
wander in generals, and talk-dubiouſly, and leave 
to the reader the buſineſs of interpreting. _ 
Oa the 1ſt of this month, a French general will 
be killed by a random ſhot of a cannon-ball, | 
On the 6th, a fire will break out in the ſuburbs 
of Paris, which will deſtroy above a thouſand 
re Cory nn 
w pen, to 2 4 ize rope, ut- 
the end of the following month. 
On the 10th, a great battle will be fought, which 
will begin at four of the clock in the afternoon, and 
laſt till nine at night with great obſtinacy, but no 
very deciſive event. I ſhall not name the place, for 
the reaſons aforeſaid ; but the commanders on each 
left wing will be killed ſee bonfires, and hear 
the noiſe of guns for a victory. | : 
On the 14th, there wilt be a falſe report of the 
French king's deatn. ky, . 
Oa the 20th, Cardinal Portocarero will die of a 
dyſentery, with great ſuſpicion of poiſon ; but the 
report of his intention to revolt to King Charles 
will prove falſe. W n 
July. The 6th of this month, a certain general 
will, by a glorious action, recover the reputation 
he loſt by former misfortunes. — 


— 
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ſe O the 12th, a great commander will die a pri - 
1 ſoner in the hands of his enemies. 
e, On the 14th, a ſhameful diſcovery will be made, 
d of a French Jeſuir giving poiſon to a great foreign 
J+ general; and when he is put to the torture, he will 


wy make wonderful diſcoveries, non f 

In ſhort, this will prove a month of great action, 
if I might have liberty to relate the particulars. 

At home, the death of an old famous ſenator 
will happen, on the 15th, at his country-houſe, 
worn with age and diſeaſes. 

But that which will make this month memorable 
to all poſterity, is the death of the French King, 
Lewis the Fourteenth, after a week's ſickneſs at 
Marli, which will happen on the 29th, about fix 
o'clock in the evening. It ſeems to be an effect of 
the gout in his ſtomach, followed by a flux. And 
in three days after, Monfieur Chamillard will fol- 

lo his maſter, dying ſuddenly of an apoplexy. 
Ina this month likewiſe an ambaſſador will die in 
London; but I cannot aſſign the day. 

Auguſt. The affairs of France will ſeem to ſuf- 
fer no change for a while under the Duke of Bur- 
gundy's adminiſtration ; but the genius that ani- 
mated the whole machine being gone, will be the 
.cauſe of 4 4 turns and revolutions in the follow- 
ing year, The new king makes yet little change 
either in the army or the miniftry ; but the libels 
againſt his grandfather, that fly about his very 
court, give him uneaſfineſs, | 
I ſee an expreſs in mighty haſte, with joy and 

wonder in his looks, arriving by break of day on 
the 26th of this month, having travelled in three 
days a prodigious journey by land and ſea. In the 
evening I hear bells and guns, and ſee the blazing 
of a thouſand bonefires. | (EMT! 
+ A young admiral of noble birth does likewiſe this 
month gain immortal honour by a great atchieve · 


ment, Bf 
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The affairs of Poland are ths month entirely 
ſettled: Auguſtus reſigns his pretenſions, which 
he had again taken up tor ſome time : Staniſlaus is 

ceably poſſeſſed of the throne ;- and the king of 

weden declares for the Emperor. £ 4 

I cannot omit one particular accident here at 
home ; that, near the end of this month, much 
miſchief will be done at Bartholomew fair, by the 
fall of a booth. 4 

September. This month begins with a very ſur- 
priſing fit of froſty weather, which will laſt near 
twelve days. | 

The Pope having long languiſhed laſt month, the 
ſwellings in his legs breaking, and the fleſh-morti- 
fying, will die on the 11th inſtant : and in three 
weeks time, after a mighty conteſt, be ſucceeded 
dy a cardinal of the imperial faction, but a native 
of Tuſcany, who is now about ſixty-· one years old. 

The French army acts now wholly on the defen- 
five, ſtrongly fortified in their trenches; and the 
young French king ſends overtures for a treaty of 
peace by the Duke of Mantua; which, becauſe it is 
matter of ſtate that concerns us here at home, I 
ſhall ſpeak no farther of. 

I ſhall add but one prediction more, and that in 
myſtical terms, which ſhall be included in a verſe 
out of Virgil. | 
: Alter erit jam Tethys, et altera que vebat Argo 

Dielectas heroas, | 

Upon the 25th of this month, the fulfilling of 
this prediction will be manifeſt to every body. 

This is the fartheſt I have proceeded in my cal - 
eulations for the preſent year. I do not pretend 
that theſe are all the great events which will happen 
in this period, but that thoſe I have ſer down will 
infallibly come to paſs. It will perhaps ſtill be ob- 
jected, why I have not ſpoke more particularly of 
affairs at home, or of the ſucceſs of our armies a- 
broad, which I might, and could very — 

at one; 
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done; but thaſe in power bave wiſely diſcouraged 
men from meddling in public concerns, and I was 
reſolved by no means to give the leaſt offence. This 
I will venture to ſay, that it will be a glorious cam- 
paign for the allies, wherein the Engliſh forces, 
both by ſea and land, will have their full ſhare of 
honour: that her Majeſty Queen ANNE will con- 
tinue in health and proſperity ; and that no ill acci- 
dent will arrive to any in the chief miniſtry, - 

As to the particular events I have mentioned, the 
readers may judge by the fulfilling of them, whe- 
ther I am on the level with common. aſtrologers; 
who, with an old paultry cant, and a few pot-hooks 
for planets, to amu'e the vulgar, have, in my opi- 
nion, too long been ſuffered to abuſe the world: 
but an honeſt phyſician ought not to be deſpiſed, 
becauſe there are ſuch things as mountebanks. I 
hope I have ſome ſhare of reputation, which I 
would not willingly forteit for a trolic of humour: 
and I believe no gentleman who reads this paper, 
will look upon it to be of the ſame caſt or mould 
with the common ſcribblers that are every day 
hawked about. My foriune hath placed me above 
the little regard of writing for a few pence, which 
I neither value or want: therefore let not wiſe men 
too haſtily condemn this eſſay, intended for a good 
deſign, to cultivate and improve an ancient art, long 
in diſgrace by having fallen into mean unſkilful 
hands. A litile time will determine, whether 1 have 
deceived others or myſelf: and I think it is no very 
unreaſonable requeſt, that men would pleaſe to ſu- 
ſpend their judgements till then, I was once of the 
opinion with thoſe who deſpiſe all predictions from 
the ſtars, till in the year 1686, a man of quality 
ſhewed me, written in his Album “, that the mot 


* Album is the name of a paper-book, in which it was uſual for a 
man's friends to write down a ſentence with their names, to keep 


them in his remembrance, It is ſtill common in ſome of the foreign 
univerſities. 


Vol. V. A a learned 


276 PREDICTIONS, Kc. 


learned aſtronomer, Captain Halley, aſſured him, 
he would never believe any thing of the ſtar's influ- 
ence, if there was not a great revolution in England 
in the year 1688. Since that time I began to have 
other thoughts, and, after eighteen years diligent 
ſtudy and application, I think I have no reaſon to 
repent of my pains. I ſhall detain the reader no 
longer, than to let him know, that the account I 
deſign to give of next year's events, ſhall take in the 
principal affairs that happen in Europe; and if I be 
denied the liberty of offering it to my own country, 
1 ſhall appeal to the learned world, by publiſhing it 
in Latin, and giving order to have it printed in 
Holland. e 
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The Acco MPLISHMENT of the firſt of Mr. 
BiCKERSTAFF's PREDICTIONS; 


Being an Account of the DeArR of Mr. Pax - 
TRIDGT, the Almanack-maker, upon the 29th 
inſtant *, 


In a letter to a perſon of honour, 


Written in zbe year 1708. 


N obedience to your Lordſhip's commands, as 
well as to ſatisfy my own: curiofity, I have for 
ſome days paſt enquired conſtantly after Partridge, 
the almanack-maker, of whom it was foretold in 
Mr. Bickerſtaff's prediftions, publiſhed about a 
month ago, that he ſhould die the.29th. inſtant a- 
bout eleven at night, of a raging fever. I had ſome 
ſort of knowledge of him, when I was employed in 
the revenue, becauſe he uſed every year to preſent 
me with his almanack, as he did other gentlemen, 
upon the ſcore of ſome little gratuity we gave him. 
F ifaw him accidentally once or twice about ten days 
be fore he died, and obſerved he began very much 
to droop-and languiſh; though I hear his friends 
did not ſeem to apprehend him in any danger. 
About two or three days ago he grew ill, was con- 
fined firſt. to his chamber, and in a few hours after 
to his bed, where Dr. Caſe and Mrs. Kirlews + 
were ſent for to viſit, and preſcribe to him.. Upon 


v $ee an elegy on the ſuppoſed death of Partridge; in vol. vd. p. 204. 


_ and the epitaph, p. 207. 


Two famous quacks at that time, is wide; 4 
4A 2 2 | this 


DJ 


280 AN ACCOUNT OF 


this intelligence I ſent thrice every day one ſervant 
or Other to enquire after his health; and yeſterday, 
about four in the afternoon, word was brought 
me, that he was paſt hopes : upon which I prevail- 
ed with myſelf to go and ſee him, partly out of 
commiſeration, and, I confeſs, partly cut of curi- 
oſuy. He knew me very well, ſeemed ſurpriſed at 
my condeſcention, and made me compliments upon 
it, as well as he could in the condition he was. The 
people about him ſaid, he had been for ſome time 
delirious; but when I ſaw him, he had his under- 
ſanding as well as ever I knew, and ſpoke ſtrong 
and hearty, without any ſeeming uneaſineſs or con- 
ſtraint. After I had told him how forry I was to 
ſee him in thoſe melancholy circumſtances, and ſaid 
ſome other civilities, ſuitable to the occaſion, I de- 
ſired him to tell me freely and ingenuouſly, whether 
the predictions Mr. Bickerſtaff had publiſhed rela- 
ting to his death, had not roo much affected and 
worked on his imagination. He confeſſed, he had 
often had it in his head, but never with much ap- 
prehenſion, till about a fortnight before; ſince 
which time it had the perpetual poſſeſſion of his 
mind and thoughts, and he did verily believe was 
the true natural cauſe of his preſent diſtemper: for, 
ſaid he, I am thoroughly perſuaded, and I think I 
have very good reaſons, that Mr. Bickerſtaff ſpoke 
altogether by gueſs, and knew no more what will 
happen this year, than 1 did myſelf. I told him his 
diſcourſe ſurpriſed me; and | wou'd be glad, he 
were in a ſtate of health to be able to tell me, what 
reaſon he had to be convinced of Mr. Bickerſtaff's 
ignorance, He replied, © I am a poor ignorant 
fellow, bred to a mean trade; yet I have ſenſe e · 
nough to know, that all pretences of foretelling by 
aſtrology are deceits, for this manifeſt reaſon, be- 
cauſe the wiſe and the learned, who can only judge 
whether there be any truth in this ſcience, do all 
unanimouſly agree to laugh at and deſpiſe it, and 
1125 3 none 
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none but the poor ignorant vulgar give it any cre» 
dit, and that only upon the word of ſuch filly 
wretches as I and my fellows, who can hardly write 
or read.” I then aſked him, why he had not calculated 
his own nativity, to ſee whether it agreed with Bic- 
kerſtaff s prediction? at whick he E his head, 
and ſaid, Oh! Sir, this is no time for jeſting, but 
for repenting thoſe tooleries, as I do now from the 
very bottom of my heart.” © By what Ian gather 
from you,” ſaid I, © the obſervations, and predic- 
tions you printed with your almanacks, were mere 
impoſitions on the people.” He replied, ** If it 
were other wiſe, I ſhould have the leſs to anſwer for. 
We have a common form for all thoſe things; as to 
foretelling the weather, we never meddle with that, 
but leave it to the printer, who takes it out of any 
old almanack as he thinks fit; the reſt was my own 
invention to make my almanack fell, having a wife 
to maintain, and no other way to get my bread; for 
mending old ſhoes is a poor livelihood ;-and (added 


be, ſighing,) I wiſh-I may not have done more miſ- 


chief by my phyſic than my aſtrology ; though I had 
ſome good receipts from my grandmother, and my 
own compoſitions were fuch, as I thought could at- 
leaſt do no hurt.“ 

I had ſome other diſcourſe with him, which now 
I cannot call to mind; and I fear I have already 
tired your Lordſhip. I ſhall only add one circum- 
ſtance, that on his death-bed he declared himſelf a 
non-confermiſt, and had a fanatic preacher to be 
his ſpiritual guide. After half an hour's coaver-- 
ſation I took my leave, being almoſt ſtifled by the 
cloſeneſs of the room I imagined: he could not 
hold out long, and therefore withdrew'to a little 
coffechouſe hard by, leaving a ſervant at'the houſe 
with orders to come immediately and tell me, as 
near as he could, the minute when Partridge ſhould 
expire, which was not above two hours after; when 


looking upon my watch, I found it to be above five 
; A 


a 3 minutes 


minutes after ſeven; by which it is clear, that Mr. 
Bickerſtaff was miſtaken almoſt four hours in his 
calculation. In the other circumſtances he was 
_exatt enough, But whether he hath not been the 
cauſe of this poor man's death, as well as the pre- 
diftor, may be very reaſonably diſputed. However, 
it mult be confeſſed, the matter is odd enough, 
whether we ſhould endeavour to account for it by 
chance, or the effect of imagination: for my own 
part, though I believe no man hath leſs faith in 
theſe matters, yet I ſball wait with ſome impatience, 
and not without ſome expeCtation, the fulfilling of 
Mr. Bickerſtaff's ſecond prediction, that the Car- 
dinal de Noailles is to die upon the 4th of April, 
and if that ſhould be verified as exactly as this of 
poor Partridge, I muſt own I ſhould be wholly 
ſurpriſed, and at a loſs, and ſhould infallibly ex- 
pe& the accompliſhment of all the reſt. GVA 
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Squire BICKERSTAFF detected; 
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The AsSTROLOGICAL IMPOSTURE convicted “. 
By John Partridge, Student in Phyſie and Aſtrology, 
II. is hard, my dear countrymen of theſe united 

nations, it is very hard, that a Briton born, a 
Proteſtant aſtrologer, a man of Revolution princi- 
ples, an aſſerter of the liberty and property of the 

ople, ſhould cry out in vain for juſtice againſt a 
— a Papiſt, and an illiterate pretender 
to ſcience, that would blaſt my reputation, moſt in- 
humanly bury me alive, and defraud my native 
country of thoſe ſervices, which, in my double ca- 
pacity, I daily offer the public. | | 

W hat great provocations I have received, let the 
impartial reader judge, and how unwillingly, even 
in my own defence, I now enter the liſts againſt 
falſchood, ignorance and envy : but I am exaſper- 
ated, at length, to drag out this Cacus + from the 
den of obſcurity where he lurks, detect him by the 
light of thoſe ſtars he has ſo imprudently traduced, 
and ſhew there is not a monſter in the ſkies ſo per- 
nicious and malevolent to mankind, as an ignorant 


pretender to phyſic and aſtrology. I ſhall not di- 
rectly fall on the many groſs errors, nor expoſe the 


This piece being on the ſame ſubject, and very rare, we have 
thought fit to add it, though not written by the ſ.me band. 

— N. B. In the Dublin edi ion it is ſaid to he wri:ten by the 
late Ncholas Rowe, Fſq; which is a miſtake: for the Rev. Dr. Tal- 
m_ preacher of Bridewel', Mr. Partri ge's ncar neighbour, drew it up 
or him, 


FA thief ſeized in a cavern by Hercules, : 
. notorious 
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notorious abſurdities of this proſtituted libeller, till 
I have let the learned world fairly into the contro - 
verſy depending, and then leave the unprejudiced- 
to judge ot the merits and juſtice of my cauſe. 

It was towards the concluſion of the year 1707, 
when an impudent pamphlet crept into the world, 
intitled, Predictions, &e, by Iſaac Bickerſtaff, Eq; 
——amongſt the many arrogant aſſertions laid 
down by that lying ſpirit of divination, he was 
pleaſed to pitch on the Cardinal de Noailles and 
myſelf, among many other eminent and illuſtrious 
perſons, that were to die within the compaſs of 
the enſuing year; and peremptorily fixes the month; 
day, and hour of our deaths: this, I think, is 
ſporting with great men, and public ſpirits, to the 

ndal of religion, and reproach of power; and 
if ſovereign princes and aſtrologers muſt make di- 
verſion for the vulgar ——why then, farewel, ſay I, 
to all governments, eccleſiaſtical and civil. But, I 
thank my better ſtars, I am alive to confront this 

falſe and audacious predictor, and to make him 
rue the hour he ever affronted a man of ſcience: 
and reſentment. 'The Cardinal may take what 
meaſures he pleaſes with him; as his excellency is 
a foreigner, and a papiſt, he has no reaſon to rely 
on me for his juſtification ; I ſhall only aſſure the 
world he is alive—— but as he was bred to letters, 
and is maſter of a pen, let him uſe it in his own: 
defence. In the mean time I ſhall preſent the pub- 
ic with a faithful narrative of the ungenerous 
treatment and hard uſage I have received from the 
virulent papers and malicious practices of this pre- 
tended aſtrologer. 


A true and impartial account of the proceedings of 
Isaac BicKERSTAtF, Eſq; againſt me. 


HE 29th of March, Anne Dom. 1708, being 
the night this ſnam- prophet had ſo 17 
dently 
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dently fixed for my laſt, which made little impreſ- 
fion on myſelf, but I cannot anſwer for my whole 
family; for my wife, with a concern more than 
uſual, prevailed on me to take ſomewhat to ſweat 
for a cold; and, between the hours of eight and 
nine, to go to bed : the maid, as ſhe was warming 
my bed, with a curioſity natural to young wenches, 
runs to the window, and aſks of one paſſing the 
ſtreet, who the bell tolled for? Dr. Partridge, ſays 
he, the famous almanack maker, who died ſudden» 
ly this evening : the poor girl provoked, told him, 
he lyed like a raſcal ; the other very ſedatcly re- 
plied, the ſexton had ſo informed him, and, if 
falſe, he was to blame for impoſing upon a ſtran- 
ger. She aſked a ſecond, and a third, as they paſ- 
ſed, and every one was in the fame tone. Now, 
I do not ſay theſe are accomplices to a certain aſ- 
trological *ſquire, and that one Bickerſtaff might 
be ſauntering thereabouts: becauſe I will aſſert no- 
thing here but what I dare atteſt for plain matter 
of fact. My wife at this fell into a violent diſor- 
der; and I muſt own I was a little diſcompoſed at 
the oddneſs of the accident. In the mean time one 
knocks at my door; Betty runs down, and open- 
ing, finds a ſober grave perſon, who modeſtly en- 
quires, if this was Dr. Partridge's ? ſhe taking him 
for ſome cautious city-patient, that came at that 
time for privacy, ſhews him into the dining- room. 
As ſoon as I could compoſe myſelf, I went to him, 
and was ſurprized to find my gentleman” mounted 
on a table with a two foot rule in his hand, meas 
ſuring my walls, and taking the dimenſions of the 
room, Pray Sir, fays I, not to interrupt you, 
have you any buſineſs with me ? only, Sir, replies 
he, order the girl to bring me a better light, for 
this is but a very dim one, Sir, ſays I, my name 
is Partridge : oh! the doctor's brother, belike, 
cries he; the ſtair caſe, I believe, and theſe two 
apartments hung in cloſe mourning, will be fuffi- 
, | . client, 
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cient, and only a ſtrip of bays: round the other 
ooms. The doctor muſt needs, die rich, he had 
great dealings in his way for many years; if he 
had no family coat, you had as uſe the eſcut- 
cheons of the company; they are as ſhowiſh, and | 
will look as magnificent as if he was deſcended | 
from the blood royal. With that I aflumed a great- 
er air of authority, and demanded. who employed. 
him, or how he came there? Why, I was ſent, 
Sir, by the company of undertakers, ſays he, and 
they were employed by the honeft: gentleman who 
is executor to the good doctor departed; and our 
raſcally porter, I believe is fallen faſt aſleep with 
the black cloath and ſconees, or he had been here, 
and we might have been tacking up by this time. 
Sir, _ I. pray be adviſed by a friend, and make 
the beſt of your ſpeed out of my doors; for I hear 
my wife's voice (which, by the bye, is pretty diſtin- 
guiſhable), and in that corner of the room ſtands- 
a good cudgel, which ſomebody has felt before 
now; if that light in her hands, and ſhe know the 
the buſineſs you come about, without conſulting. 
the ſtars, I can aſſure you it will be employed ve- 
ry much to the detriment of your perſon. Sir, cries: 
he, bowing with great civility, I perceive extreme 
grief for the loſs of the doctor diforders you a lit- 
ile at preſent, but early in the morning I will wait 
on you with all neceſſary materials. Now I men- 
tion no Mr. Bickerſtaff; nor do F ſay, that a cer- 
tain ſtar-gazing ſquire has been playing my execu- 
tor before his time; but I leave the world to judge; 
and he that puts things and things fairly together, 
will not be much wide of the mark. 5 
Well. once more I got my doors cloſed, and 
pared for bed, in hopes of a little repoſe after 
many ruffling adventures; juſt as 1 was putting 
out my light in order to it, another bounces. as 
hard as he can knock; I open the window, and aſk. 
who is there, and what he wants; I am Ned the 
2 4 Sexton, 
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Sexton, replies he, and come to know whether the 
doctor left any orders for a funeral ſermon, and 
where he is to be laid, and whether his grave is to 
be plain or bricked? Why, ſirrah, ſays I, you 
know me well enough; and you know I am not 
dead, and how dare you affront me after this man- 
mer? Alack-a-day, Sie, replics the fellow, why it 
is in print, and the whole town knows you are 
dead; why, there is Mr. White the joiner. is but 
fitting ſerews to your coffin; he will be here with 
it in an inſtant; he was afraid you would have 
wanted it before this time. Sirrah, ſirrah, ſays 1, 
you ſhall know to morrow, to your coſt, that I 
am alive, and alive like to be. Why, it is ſtrange, 
Sir, ſays he, you ſhould make ſuch a ſecret of 
your death to us that are your neighbours ; it looks 
as if yon had a deſign to defraud the church of its 
dues; and let me tell you, for one that has lived 
ſo long by the heavens, that is unhandſomely done, 
Hiſt, hiſt, ſays another rogue that ſtood by him; 
away, doctor, into your flannel gear as faſt as you 
-ean, for here is a whole pack of diſmals coming 
to you with their black equipage, and how inde- 
cent will it look for you to ſtand frightening folks 
at your window, when you ſhould have been in 
your coffin this three hours? in ſhort, what with 
-undertakers, embalmers, joiners, ſextons, and your 
damned elegy-hawkers, upon a late practitioner in 
phyſic and aſtrology, I got not one wink of ſleep 
that night, nor ſcarce a moment's reſt ever ſince. 
Now I doubt not, but this villainous ſquire has 
the impudenee to aſſert, that theſe are entirely 
ſtrangers to him ; he, good man, 'knows nothing 
of the matter, and honeſt Iſaac Bickerſtaff, I war- 
rant you, is more a man of honour, than to be an 
accomplice with a pack of raſcals, that walk the 
ſtreets on nights, and diſturb good people in their 
beds; but he is out, if he thinks the whole world 
is blind; for there is one John Partridge can ſmell 

| | a knave 
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a knave as far as Grubſtreet,—although he lies in 
the moſt exalted garret, and writes himſelf *ſquire : 
but I will keep my temper, and proceed in the 
narration, | fr 
I could not ſtir out of doors for the ſpace of 
three months after this, but preſently one comes 
up to me in the ſtreet? Mr. 92 that coffin 
you was laſt buried in, I have not yet been paid 
for: doctor, cries another dog, how do you think 
people can live by making of graves for nothing? 
next time you die, you may even toll out the bell 
ourſelf for Ned. A third rogue tips me by the el- 
w, and wonders how I have the conſcience to ſneak 
abroad without paying my funeral expences. Lord 
ſays one, I durſt have ſwore that was honeſt Dr, 
Partridge, my old friend: but poor man, he is 
gone. I beg your pardon, ſays another. you look 
ſo like my old acquaintance, that I uſed to conſult 
on ſome private occaſions; but, alack. he is gone 
the way of all fleſh. —— Look, look, look, cries a 
third, after a competent ſpace of ſtaring at me, 
would not one think our neighbour the almanack- 
maker was crept out of his grave to take the other 
peep at the ſtars in this world, and ſhew how much 
he is improved in fortune telling, by having taken 
a journey to the other? | | 
. Nay, the very reader of our pariſh, a good ſo- 
ber, diſcreet perſon, has ſent two or three times 
for me to come and be buried decently, or fend 
him ſufficient reaſons to the contrary ; or, if I have 
been interred in any other pariſh, to produce m 
certificate, as the act * requires, My poor wife 
is almoſt run diſtracted with being called widow 
Partridge, when ſhe knows it is falſe ; and once a 
term ſhe is cited into the court, to take out letters 


* The fatute of 30. Car. II. for burying in woollen, requires, 
that oath ſhall be made of the compliance with this act, and a cerij- 
ficate thereof lodged with the miniſter of the pariſh, wi:hin eight 
days after interment. 
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of adminiſtration, But the greateſt grievance is, a 
paultry quack, that takes up my calling juſt under 
my noſe, and in his printed directions, with N. B. 
ſays, he lives in the houſe of the late ingenious Mr, 
Partridge, and eminent practitioner in leather, 
phyſic, and aſtrology. | 

But to ſhe how far the wicked ſpirit of envy, 
malice, and reſentment, can hurry ſome men, my 
nameleſs old perſecutor had provided me a monu- 
ment at the ſtone cutter's, and would have erected 
it in the pariſh-church ; and this piece of notorious 
and expenſive villainy had actually ſucceeded, if I 
had not uſed my utmoſt intereſt with the veſtry, 
where it was carried at laſt but by two voices, that 
I am alive That ſtratagem failing, out comes a 
long ſable elegy, bedecked with hour-glaſſes, mat- 
tocks, ſculls, ſpades, and ſkeletons, with an epi- 
taph as confidently written to abuſe me, and m 
profeſſion, as if I had been under ground theſe 
twenty years 

And, after ſuch barbarous treatment as this, can 
the world blame me, when I aſk, what is becomes 
of the freedom of an Engliſhman ? and where is 
the liberty and property, that my aid . friend 
came over to aſſert? we have drove Popery out of 
the nation, and ſent flavery to foreign climes. 
The arts only remain in bondage, when a man of 
ſcience and character tha!l be openly inſulted in the 
midſt of the many uſeful ſervices he is daily pay- 
ing the public. Was it ever heard, even in T'urs 
key or Algiers, that a ſtate aſtrologer was bantered 
out of his life by an ignorant impoſtor, or bawled 
out of the world by a pack of villainous, deep- 
mouthed hawkers ? though I print almanacks, and 
publiſh advertiſements; though I produce certifi- 
cates under the miniſters and church wardens hands 
Jam alive, and atteſt the ſame on oath at quarter- 
ſeſſions, out comes a full and true relation of the 
death ang. interment of John Partridge ; truth is 
NA fi | B b | bore 
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bore down, atteſtations neglected, the teſtimony of 
ſober perſons deſpiſed, and a man is looked upon 
by his neighbours as if he had been "ſeven years 
dead, andes buried alive in the midſt of his friends BB 
ard acquaintance. | 1 

Now, can any man of common ſenſe think it ö 
conſiſtent with the honour of my profeſſion, and i 
not much beneath the digniry of a philoſopher, io 
ſtand bawling before his own door ?—alive ! alive 
ho ! the famous Dr. Partridge ! no counterfeit, 
but all alive !-- as if T had the twelve celeſtial mon- 
ſters of the zoadic to ſhew within, or was forced 
for a livelihood to turn retailer to May and Bar- 
tholomew fairs. Therefore, if her Majeſty would 
but graciouſly be pleaſed to think a hardſhip of 
this nature worthy her royal conſideration, and the 
next parliament, in their great wiſdom, caſt but 
an eye towards the deplorable caſe of their old 
I hilomath, that aunuaily beſtows his poetical good 
wiſhes on them, I am ſure there is one Iſaac Bic- 

| keritaf, Eſq; would ſoon be truſſed up for his 

bloody predictions, and putting good ſubjects in 
terror of their lives: and that henceforward to 
murder a man by way of prophecy, and bury him 
in a printed letter, either to a Lord or a Common- 
er, ſhall as legally entitle him to the preſent poſ- 
ſeſſion of Fyburn, as if he robbed on the highway, 
or cut your throat in bed. . 

I ſhall demonſtrate to the judicious, that France 
and Rome are at the bottom of this horrid conſpi- 
racy againſt me; and that Culprit atereſaid is a 
Popiſh emiſſary, has paid his viſits ro S. Germains, 

and is now in the meaſures of Lewis XIV: That 
| in attempting my reputation, there is a general 
| maſſacre of learning deſigned in theſe realms ; and 
through my ſides there is a wound given to all the 
Proteſtant almanack-makers in the univerſe. 


Vivat Regina. 
6 A 


as A Vindication of Is AAc BrexeERSTAFE, Eſq; 
\ againſt what is objected to him by Mr. 
it } PaRTRIDGE, in his almanack for the pre- 
i | ſent year 1709. 
x By the ſaid Isaac BI EASTAxTT, Eſq; 
1 | Written in the year 1709. 
My N FR. Partridge hath been lately pleaſed to treat 
of LV4 me after a very rough manner, in that which 
de is called, his almanack for the preſent year: ſuch 
mt uſage is very undecent from one gentleman to ano- 
1d ther, and doth not at all contribute to the diſcove- 
od ry of truth, which ought to be the great end in all 
Ic diſputes of the learned. To call a man fool and 
Mis villain, and impudent fellow, only for differing from 
2 him in a point merely ſpeculative, is, in my humble 
to opinion, a very improper ſtyle for a perſon of his 
uo education. I appeal to the learned world, whether 
the in my laſt year's predictions I gave; him the leaſt pro- 
90 vocation for ſuch unworthy treatment. Philoſo- 
y phers have djftered in all ages; but the difcreeteſt 
; among them have always differed as became philo- 
„e ſophers. Scurrility and paſſion, in a controverſy 
mY among ſcholars, is juſt ſo much of nothing to the 
wy purpoſe, and, at beſt, a tacit confeflion of a weak 
us, cauſe: my concern is not ſo. much for my own re- 
Wr e e as that of the republic of letters, which 
ral Mr. Partridge hath endeavoured to wound through 
nd my fides. If men of public ſpirit muſt be ſuperci- 
"4 liouſly treated for their ingenious attempts, how 


will true uſeful knowledge be ever advanced? I wiſh 
Mr. Partridge knew the thoughts which foreign 
univerſities have conceived of his ungenerous pro- 
'A | B b 2 ceedings 
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ceedings with me; but I am too tender of his re- 
putation to publiſh them to the world, That ſpirit 
of envy and pride, which blaſts ſo many riſing ge- 
niuſes in our nation, is yet unknown among pro- 
feſſors abroad: the neceſſity of juſtifying myſelf 
will excuſe my vanity, when I tell the reader, that 
I have near a hundred honorary letters from ſeyeral 
parts of Europe, (ſome as far as Muſcovy,) in praiſe 
of my performance; befides ſeveral others, which, 
as I have been credibly informed, were opened at 
the poſt-office, and never ſent me. It is true, the 
inquifition in' Portugal was * pleaſed to burn my 
predictions, and condemn the author and readers 
of them; but I hope at the ſame time, it will. be 
conſidered, in how deplorable a ſtate learning lies 
at preſent in that kingdom: and, with the pro- 
foundeſt veneration for crowned head, I will pre- 
ſume to add, that it a little concerned his Majeſty 
of Portugal to interpofe his authority in behalf of 
a ſcholar and a gentleman, the ſubject of a nation 
with which he is now in ſo ſtrift an alliance. But 
the other kingdoms and ſtates of Europe have treat- 
cd me with more candour and generoſity. It I had 
leave to print the Latin letters tranſmitted to me 
from foreign parts, they would fill a volume, and 
be a full defence againſt all that Mr, Partridge, or 
his accomplices of the Portugal inquiſition, will be 
ever able to object; who, by the way, are the only 
enemies my predictions have ever met with at home 
or abroad. But I hope I know better, what is due to 
the honour of a learned correſpondence in ſo tender 
a point. Yet ſome of thoſe illuſtrious perſons will 
perhaps excuſe me for tranſcribing a paſſage or two 
in my vindication F, The moſt learned Monſieur 


This is fact, as the author was afſured by Sir Paul Methuen, 
then ambaſſador to that crown, 

+ The quotations here inſerted, are in imitation of Dr, Bentley, 
in ſome part of the famous controverſy between him and Mr. Boyle, 
afterwards Earl of Orrery. | DRY 
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Leibnitz thus addreſſes to me his third letter: Ilu- 
ftrifſima Bickerftaffio aſtrolaggiæ inſtauratori, &c. Mon- 
ticur le Clerk, quoting my predictions in a treatiſe 
he publiſhed laſt year, is pleaſed to ſay, ita nuper · 
rime Bicker/laffius, magnum illud Angliæ ſidus. Ano- 
ther great profeſſor, writing of me, has theſe 
words: Bitkerflaffius, nobilis Anglus, aſtrolagarum 
hujuſce ſeculi facile princeps. Signior Maggliabecebi, 
the Great Duke's famous library keeper, ſpends 
almoſt his whole letter in compliments and praiſes. 
It is true, the renowned profeſſor of aſtronomy at 
Utrecht, ſeems to differ from me in one article; 
but it is after the modeſt manner that becomes à 
philoſopher; as, pace tanti viri dixerim and page 
55, he ſeems to lay the error upon the printer, (as 


- indeed it ought,) and ſays, vel forſan error typagra- 


phi, cum alioquin Bicker/taffius vir doctiſſimus, &c. 

If Mr. Partridge had followed theſe examples in 
the controverſy between us, he might have ipared. 
me the trouble of juſtifying myſelt in ſo public a. 
manner. I believe no man is readier to own his er- 
rors than 1, or more thankful to thoſe who will 
pleaſe to inform him of them. But it ſeems this: 
gentleman, inſtead of encouraging the progreſs of: 
his own art, is pleaſed to look upon all attempts of 
that kind as an invaſion of his province. He hath. 
been indeed fo wiſe to make no objection againſt 
the truth of my predictions, except in one fingle 
point relating to himſelf: and to demonſtrate how 
much men are blinded by their own partiality, I do 
ſolemnly aſſure the reader, that he is the only per- 
ſon from whom I ever heard that objection offered; 
which conſideration alone, I think, will take off” 
all its weight. | | ec TE. 

With my utmoſt endeavours- I have not been 
able to trace above two objections ever made 
againſt the truth of my laſt year's prophecies: the 
firſt was of a Frenchman, who was pleaſed to pu- 
bliſh to the world, that the Cardinal de Noailles: 

B b 3 Was- 
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was ſtill alive, notwithſtanding the pretended pro- 
phecy of monſieur Biquerſtaffe:“ but how far a 
Frenchman, a Papiſt, and an enemy, is to be believed 
in his own cauſe againſt an Engliſh Proteſtant, who 
is true to the government, I ſhall leave to the can- 
did and impartial reader, | 
The other objection is the unhappy occaſion o 
this diſcourſe, and relates to an article in my pre- 
ditions, which foretold the death of Mr. Partridge 
to happen on March 29, 1708. That he is pleaſed 
to contradi& abſolutely in the almanack he hath 
publiſhed for the preſent year, and in that ungen- 
tlemanly manner, (pardon the ex preſſion, ) as I have 
above related. In that work he very roundly aſſerts, 
that he “ is not only now alive, but was likewiſe 
alive upon that very 29th of March, when I had 
foretold he ſhould die.“ This is the ſubject of the 
preſent controverſy between us; which 1 defign to 
handle with all brevity, perſpicuity, and calmneſs ; 
in this diſpute, I am ſenſible the eyes not only of 
England, but of all Europe, will be upon us; and 
the learned in every country will, I doubt not, take 
part on that ſide, where they find moſt appearance 
of reaſon and truth, 
Without entering into criticiſms of chronology 
about the hour of his death, I ſhall only prove that 
Mr. Partridge is not alive, And my firſt argument 
is thus: above a thouſand gentlemen having bought 
his almanacks for this year, merely to find what 
he ſaid againſt me ; at every line they read, they 
would lift up their eyes, and cry out, betwixt rage 
and laughter, ** they were ſure no man alive ever 
writ ſuch damned ſtuff as this.” Neither did I ever 
hear that opinion diſputed : ſo that Mr. Partridge 
lies under a dilemma, either of diſowning his alma- 
nack, or allowing himſelf to be no man alive. But 
now if an uninformed carcaſe walks ſtill about, and 
is pleaſed to call itſelf Partridge, Mr. Bickerſtaff 
does not think himſelf any way anſwerable for that 
| Neither 
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Neither had the ſaid carcaſe any right to beat the 
poor boy, who happened to pals by it in the ſtreet, 
crying. A full and true account of Dr. Par- 
tridge's death, &c. 

Secondly, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell fortunes, 
and recover ſtollen goods; which all the pariſh ſays, 
he muſt do by converſing with the Devil and other 
evil ſpirits: and no wiſe man will ever allow, he 
could converſe perſonally with either till after he 
was dead. Mw” | 

Thirdly, I will plainly prove him to be dead out 
of his own almanack for this year, and. from the 
very paſſage, which he produceth to make us think 
him alive. He there ſays, ** he is not only now 
alive, but was alſo alive upon that very 29th of 
March, which I foretold he ſhould die on:” by 
this, he declares his opinion, that a man may be 
alive now, who was not alive a twelvemonth ago. 
And indeed, there lies the ſophiſtry of his argu- 
ment. He dares not aſſert, he was alive ever ſince 
that 29th of March, but that he is now alive, and 
was ſo on that day: I grant the latter; for he did 
not die till night, as appears by the printed account 
of his death, in a letter to a lord ; and whether he 
be ſince revived, I leave the world to judge. This 
indeed is perfect cavilling, and I am aſhamed to 
dwell any longer upon it. 

Fourthly, I will appeal to Mr. Partridge himſelf, 
whether it be probable I could have been ſo indiſ- 
creet, to begin my predictions with the only falſe- 
hood, that ever was pretended to be in them ; and 
this is in an affair at home, where I had ſo many o- 
portunities to be exact; and muſt have given ſuch 
advantages againſt me to a perſon of Mr. Partridge's 
wit and learning, who, if he could poſſibly have 
raiſed one ſingle objection more againſt the truth of 
my prophecies, would hardly have ſpared me. 

And here I muſt take occaſion to reprove the 
abovementioned writer of the relation of Mr. Par- 

tridge's 


296 A VINDICATION OF 


tridge's death, in a letter to a lord; who was plea- 
ſed to tax me with a miſtake of four whole hours 
in my calculation of that event, I muſt confeſs, 
this cenſure pronounced with an air of certainty, 
in a matter that ſo nearly concerned me, and by a 
grave judicious author, moved me not a little. But 
though I was at that time out of town, yet ſeveral 
of my friends, whoſe curioſity had led them to be 
exactly informed, (for as to my oon part, having 
no doubt at all in the matter, I never once thought 
of it,) aſſured me, I computed to ſomething under 
half an hour; which (I ſpeak*my private opinion,) 
is an error of no very great magnitude, that men 
ſhould raiſe a clamour about it. I thall only ſay, it 
would not be amits, if that author-would hence forth 
be more tender of other men's reputations as well 
as his own, It is well there were no more miſtakes 
of that kind; if there had, I preſume he would 
have told me of them with as little cereniony. 

There is one objection againſt Mr Partridge's 
death, which I have ſometimes met with, though 
indeed very flighily offered, that he ſtill continues 
to write almanacks. But this is no more than what 
is common to all of that profeflion ; Gadbury; poor 
Robin, Dove, Wing, and ſeveral others, do yearly 
publiſh their almanacks, though ſeveral of them 
have been dead ſince before the Revolution. Now 
the natural reaſon-of this I take to be, that whereas 
it is the privilege of other authors to live after their 
deaths, almanack-makers are alone excluded; be- 
cauſe their diſſertations, treating only upon the mi- 
nutes as they paſs, become uſeleſs as thoſe: go off. 
In confideration of which, Time, whole regiſters 
they are, gives them a leaſe in reverſion, to conti - 
nue their works after their death. 

I ſhovld not have given'the public or myſelf the 
trouble of this vindication, if my name had not 
been made uſe of by ſeveral perſons, to whom I 
never lent it; one of which, a few days ago, was 

n pleaſed 


ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, ESQ; 297 


leaſed to father on me a new ſet of predictions. 

ut I think theſe are things too ſerious to be trifled 
with, It grieved me to the heart, when I ſaw my 
labours, which had coſt me ſo much thought and 
watching, bawled about by common hawkers, which 
I only intended for the weighty conſideration of the 
graveſt perſons. This prejudiced the world ſo much 
at firſt, that ſeveral of my friends had the aſſurance 
to aſk me, whether I were in jeſt 7 to which I only 
anſwered coldly, „chat the event would ſhew.“ 
But it is the talent of our age and nation, to turn 
things of the greateſt importance into ridicule. 
When the end of the year had verified all my pre- 
diftions, out comes Mr. Partridge's almanack, dif- 
puting the point of his death; ſo that I am em+ 
ployed, like the general who was forced to kill his 
enemies twice over, whom a necromancer had raiſed 
to life. If Mr. Partridge hath practiſed the ſame 
experiment upon himſelf, and he again alive, long 
may he continue ſo; that doth not in the leaſt con- 
tradict my veracity : but I think I have clearly pro- 
ved, by invincible demonſtration, that he died at 
fartheſt within half an hour of the time I foretold, 
and not four hours ſooner as the abovementioned 
author, in his letter to a lord, hath maliciouſly 
ſuggeſted, with deſign to blaſt my credit, by char- 
ging me with fo groſs a miſtake, 
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A famous Pa EDICTION of Mile the | 
Britiſh Wizard *. 


* 


Wrinen above a thouſand years ago, and ning 
to the year 170g. 


With explanatory notes, by T. N. Philomath. 
Wricten i in the year 1709. 


| year was publiſhed a paper of predictions, 
pretended to be written by one Iſaac Bicker- 

ſtaff, "Eſa; but the true deſign of it was to ridicule 
the art of aſtrology, and expoſe-its profeſſors as 
ignorant or impoſtors. Againſt this imputation Dr. 
Partridge 


k Dr. Swift, in his preface to this piece would infinuate, that what 
he publiſhes to the world is a tran'ation of Ne flin's pr. »pHiecy 200 
years old, The main vefigw of the Doctor in this prediction, it he 
was really in earneſt, (Which I verily believe he was not, as I am 
perſuadad that be only writ this prophecy, in order to yex the Whigs, 
and to fret that ungrateful miniſtry, which had forgotten the 6bliga- 
tions he bad conferred upon them,) was, fo-encomage Q. Anne to a 
fecond marriage, in order that her Majefty might repair, if poſſible, 
that infinite loſs ſhe had ſuſtained by the Duke of Gloceſter, who, by 
all accounts, was one of the fineſt princes that ever Was doth in Eng- 
land, and accordingly was univerſally regretted by the whole nation, 
the fanatical party and all their black 2dherents only excepted. This 
appears from the 11th, 12th, 14th, and 14th lines of the prophecy. 

And without diſpute, as in England there were many thouſands, 
who were deſirous 10 ſee a prince deſcend d from a Queen, whom they 
loved with ſuch ardour and affection; ſo, in the wildneſs of their i- 
magination, they en leavou ed to perſu de her Mejeſty at the age of 
about forty-five to marry a ſecond time. But whether it was owing 
to that exceſſive regard which ſhe bore unto the memory of her belo- 
ved, the Prince of Denmark; or whether it was becauſe ſhe never 
had a child after the age of five or fix and twenty; or whe her it was 
for ſome political reaſon or other, ſhe refuſed in this reſpect to graiify 
the i cinations of her people; which however, as animoſities and 
foctions were then riſing to an exceſſive height, ſhe had cauſe to re- 

ent of before the time of her deceaſ-, For, as the Queen was driven 
to ſuch inexpreſſible ſtraiis by the fury ard mac.inations of the con- 
tending 


g 
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Partridge hath learnedly vindicated himſelf in his 


almanack for that year. | 177 

For a farther vindication of this famous art, I 
have thought fit to preſent the world wich the fol- 
lowing prophecy. The original is ſald to be of the 
famous Merlin, who lived about a thouſand: years 
ago; and the following tranſlation is two hundred 
years old; for it ſeems to be written near the end 
of Henry the Seventh's reign, I found it in an 
old edition. of Merlin's prophecies, imprinted at 
London by John Hawkins in the year 1530, page 
30, I fet it down word for word in the old ortho- 
graphy, and ſhall take leave to ſubjoin a few expla- 
natory notes. 0 


Seven and ten addyd to nine, 

Of Fraunce her woe this is the ſygne, 

"Tamys rivere twys y- frozen, 

Walke ſans wetying ſhoes ne hozen. | 
Then comyth foorthe, ich underſtonde, 5 
From towne of Stoffe to fattyn Londe, 

An herdie Chyftan, woe the morne 

To Fraunce, that ever he was born. 

Then ſhall the fyſhe beweyle his boſſe : 

Nor ſhall grin berrys make up the loſſe. 10 
Yonge Symnele ſhall again miſcarrye : 
And Norway's pryd * again ſhall marrey. 


tending parties, that, with all her experience in government, the 
knew not whom to truſt ; if ſhe had married ſome wiſe and thought- 
ful prince, entirely remote from all pretenſions to the crown, (ſuppo- 
ſing chat ſuch a one could have been found in Europe at that ie, ) 
the might have paſſed the remainder of her life with more eaſe. and 
tranquilli:y, For as a prince in that ſituadon would have had nothing 
more to do, than to have made the Queen happy and her reign glo- 
rie ue, he might have acted as moderator between both parties, ſecured 
-unto himſelf the efteem of all the wiſe and virtuous, and perbaps, af- 
ter the deceaſe of the Queen, might have been highly regarded by her 
ſucceſſor during the remainder of his life. But alas! party rage car- 
Tied all before it, and every ſcheme of accommodation was equally re- 
j:fted by Whigs and Tories. Swift. 
Anne is called Norway's Pryd, becauſe ſhe had vouchſafed to 


. marry the Prince of Denmark ; and we ail know, that Norway is part 
of the dominion belonging to that croun, Swifi, 


And 
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And from the tree where bloſums feele, 


Ripe fruit ſhall come, and all is wele; 
Reaums ſhall dance honde in honde, 15 
And it ſhall be merrye in old Inglonde: 

Then old Inglonde ſhall be no more, 

And no man ſhall be ſorie therefore. 

Geryon ſhall have three hedes agayne, 

Till Hapiburge makyth them but twayne. 20 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Seven and ten. This line deſcribes the year when 
theſe events ſhall happen. Seven and ten make ſe- 
venteen, which I explain ſeventeen hundred, and 
this number added to nine, makes the year we are 
now in ; for it muſt be underſtood of the natural 
year, which begins the firſt of January. 

Tamys river twys, Cc. The veer Things fro- 
zen twice in one year, ſo as men could walk on it, 
is a very ſingular accident, which perhaps has not 
fallen out for ſeveral hund ed years before, and is 
the reaſon why ſome aſtrologers have thought, that 
this prophecy could never be fulfilled, becauſe they 
imagined ſuch a thing would never happen in our 
climate, 

From town of Stoffe, &c. This is a plain deſig- 
nation of the Duke of Malborough : One kind of 
Nuff uſed to fatten land is called Marle. and every 
body knows that Borough is a name for a town; 
and this way of expreſſion is after the uſual daik 
manner of old aſtrological predictions. 

Den ſhall the fyſhe, &c. By the fiſh, is under 

ſtood the Dauphin of France, as their king's eldeſt 
| ſons are called: It is here ſaid, he ſhall lament the 
loſs of the Duke of Burgundy, called the Boſſe, 
which is an old Engliſh word for hump-ſtoulder, 
or crook-back. as that Duke is known to be; and 
the prophecy ſeems to mean, that he ſhould be o- 


vercome or ſlain. By the yo berrys, in the next 
Lak line, 


20 
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line, is meant the young Duke of Berry, the Dau- 
phia's third ſon, who ſhall not have valour or for- 
tune enough to ſupply the loſs of his eldeſt brother. 

Young Symnele, &c, By Symanele is meant the 
pretended Prince of Wales, who, if he offers to 
attempt any thing againſt England, ſhall miſcarry 
as he did before. Lambert Symanel is the name of 
a young man, noted in our hiſtories for perlonat- 
ing che ſon (as I remember) of Edward IV. 

And Norway's pride, &c. I cannot gueſs who is 
meant by Norway's pride* ; perhaps the reader may, 
as well as the ſenſe of the two following lines. 

Reaums ſhall, &c, Reaums, or as the word is now, 
realms, is the old name for kingdoms ; and this is a 
very plain prediction of our happy union, with the 
felicities that ſhall attend it. It is added that Old 
England ſhall be no more, and yet no man ſhall be 
ſorry for it. And indeed, properly ſpeaking, Eng- 
land is now no more for the whole ifland is one 
kingdom under the name of Britain. 

Geryen ſhall, &c, This prediction, though ſome- 
what obſcure, is wonderfully adapted, Geryon is 
ſaid to have been a king of Spain, whom Hercules 
flew. It was a fiction of the poets, that he had three 
heads, which the author ſays he ſhall have again : 
that is, Spain ſhall have three kings: which is now 
wonderfully verified; for beſides the king of Por- 
tugal, which properly is part of Spain, there are two 
rivals for Spain, Charles and Philip; but Charles be- 
ing deſcended from the Count of Hapſburgh, found- 
erof the Auſtrian family, ſhall ſoon make theſe heads 
but two, by overturning Philip, and driving him out 
of Spain. | 

Some of theſe predictions are already fulfilled ; 


and It is highly probable the reſt may be in due 


time; and I think I have not forced the words by 
my explication, into any other ſenſe than what they 
will naturally bear, If this be granted, I am ſure 


Queen Anne, 
Cc 


Vor. V. it 


302 MERTIN's PROPHECY. 


it muſt be alſo allowed, that che author/(whoever he 
were) was a perſon of extraordinary fagacity; and 
that Aſtrology brought to ſuch a perfection as this, 
is by no means an art to be deſpiſed, whatever, 
Bickerſtaff, or other merry gentlemen are pleaſed to 
think. As to the tradition of theſe lines having 
been writ in the original by Merlin, I confeſs I lay 
not much weight upon it; but it is enongh to juſti- 
fy their authority, that the book from whence 1 
have tranſcribed them, was printed 170 years ago, 
as appears by the title page. For the ſatis faction of 
any gentleman, who may be either doubiful of the 
truth, or curious to be informed, I ſhall give order 
to have the very book ſent to the printer, of this pa- 
per, with directions to let any body ez it that pleaſes, 
becauſe I believe it is very ſcar ce. | 
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» N is a certain perſon lately arrived at this 
city, whom it is very proper the world ſhould 
be informed of. His character may perhaps be 
thought very inconſiſtent, improbable, and unna- 
tural; however I intend to draw it with the utmoſt 
regard to truth. This I am the better qualified to 
do, becauſe he is a ſort of dependent upon our fami- 
ly, and almoſt of the ſame age; though I cannot di- 
rectly ſay, I haveever/een him. He is a native of this 
country, and hath lived long among us: but what 


appears wonderful, and hardly credible, was never 
ſeen before by any mortal. s 

It is true indeed, he always chuſes the loweft place 
in company, and contrives it fo, to keep out of fight. 
It is reported however, that in his ysunger days he 
was frequently expged o view, but always againſt 
his will, and was ſure to ſmart for it. 

As to his family he eame into the world a young- 
er brother, being of fx children the fourth in or- 
der of (1) birth; of which the eldeſt is now head 
of the houſe; the ſecond and third carry arms; 
but the two youngeſt are only fotmen : ſome in- 
deed add, that he bath. likewiſe a twin-brother, who 
lives over-again/t him, and keeps a (2) victualling- 
bouſe ; he hath the reputation to be a cloſe, griping, 
ſqueezing fellow; and that when his bags are full, 
he is often needy; yet when the fit takes him, as taſt 
as he gets, he lets it fly. 

When in efice no one diſchargeth himelf, or doth 
hi buſineſs better. He hath ſometimes ſtrained hard 
for an honelt livelihood ;. and never got a bit, till 
every body elle had done. yoo | 
Qoe practice appears very blameable in him; that 

Cc 2 cvery 
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every morning he privately frequents unclean houſes 
where any modeſt perſon would bluſh to be ſeen. 
And although this be generally known, yet the 
world, as cenſorious as it is, hath been ſo kind to 
overlock this infirmity in him. To deal impartial- 
ly; it muſt be granted, that he is too great a lover 
of himſelf, and very often conſults his own eaſe 
at the expence of his beſt friends: but this is one 
of bis blind ſides; and the beſt of men I fear are not 
without them. 
le hath been conftiruted by the higher powers in 
the ſtation 'of receiver general, in which employ- 
ployment ſome have cenſured him for playing aft 
and /zz/e, He is likewiſe over/cer of the golaen mines, 
which he daily inſpectech, when his health will 
permit him, | 
He was long bred under a (3) maſter of arts, who 
inſtilled good principles in him, but theſe were ſoon 
corrupted. I know not whether this deſerves men- 
tion; that he is ſo very capricious, as to take it for 
an equal affront to talk either of kiſſing or kicking 
him, which hath occaſioned a thouſand quarrels : 
However no body was ſo great a ſufferer for faults, 
P neither was, nor poſſibly could be guilty 
0 | 
In his religion he hath thus much of the quaker, 
that he ſtands always covered, even in the preſence 
of the King; in moſt other points a perfect (4) i- 
dslater, although he endeavours to conceal it; tor 
he is known to offer daily ſacrifices to certain /ub- 
terraneous nymphs, whom he worſhips in an bumble 
pe/ture, prone on his face, and Jiript ffark-naked ; and 
Jo leaves his offerings behind him, which the (5) prieſls 
of thole goddeſſes are careful enough to remove 
upon certain feaſons with the utmoſt privacy at mid 
night, and from thence maintain themſclves and 
families In all urgent neceſſities and preſſures, he 
applies himſelf to theſe deities, and ſometimes even 
in the fireets and high. ways, from an opinion — 
thole 


* 
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tnoſe powers have an influence in all places, altho' 
their peculiar refidenc- be in caverns under ground. 
Upon thefe occaſions the faireſt ladies will not refuſe 
to /end their hands to aſſiſt him: tor although they 
are aſhamed to have him /cen in their company, or 
even fo much as to hear him named; yet it is well 
known, that he is one of their con/tant followers. * 
In politics, he always ſubmits to what is upper-- 
moſt ; but he peruſes pamphlets on both fides with 
great impartiality, though ſeldom till every body elſe. 
hath done with it, 1 
His learning is of a mixed kind, and he m 
properly be called a belluo librorum, or another. Zacs-- 
bus de Yoragine ; though his ſtudies are chiefly con- 
fined to /cho:lmen, commentators, and German di- 


vines, together. with modern poets and critics: and. 


he is an atomic philoſopher, ſtroagly maintaining a 
void in nature, which he ſeems to have fairly proved: 
by many experiments.” 

I ſhall now proceed to deſcribe ſome particular 
qualities, which, in ſeveral inſtances ſeem to diſ- 
tinguiſh this perſon from the common race of other 
mortals, | * | 

1's grandfather was a member of the rump p r- 
liament, as the grandſn is of the preſent, where he 


often riſet, ſometimes grumbles, but never ſpeaks, 


However he lets nothing pats willingly, but what 


is wel digeſted. His courage is indi'purable, for 
he will take the boldeſt man alive by the noſe, 


He is generally the #r/7 a-bed in the family, and 
the laſt up; which is to be lamented ; becauſe when: 
he happens to riſe before. the. reſt, it hath been 
thought to torebode good fortune to his ſuperiors, 

As wiſdom is acquired by age, ſo by every new 
(6)wrinkle in his face, he is reported to gain ſome 

In him we may obſerve the true effects and con - 
ſequences of tyranny in a ſtate; for, as he is a great 
eppgreſer of all belery him, fo there is no body more. 


C 3 oppreſſed. 
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oppreſſed by thoſe above him : yet in his time he hath 
been fo highly in favour, that many illuſtrious per- 
ſons have been entirely indebted to him for their 
prefetments. 

He hath diſcovered, from his own experience, 
the true point, wherein all human actions, projects, 
and deſigns do chiefly terminate; and how mean 
and ſordid they are at the bottom. 

It behoves the public to keep him quiet; for his 
frequent mur murs are a certain ſign of inteſtine 
tumulte. a | 

No philoſopher ever lamented more the luxury, 
for which theſe nations are ſo juſtly taxed : it hath 
been known to coſt him (7) tears of blood: for, in 
his own nature, he is far from being profuſe ; tho' 
indeed he never ſtays a night at a gentleman's houſe 
without leaving ſomething behind him. 

He receives with great ſubmiſſion whatever his 
patrons think fit to give him; ard when they lay 
heavy burdens upon him, which is frequently e- 
nough, he gets rid of them as ſoon as he can; but 
not without ſome labour and much grumbling. 

He is a perpetual hanger-on ; yet no body knows 
how to be without him. He patiently ſuffers him- 
ſelf to be kept under. but loves to be well uſed, and 
ia that caſe will ſacrifice his vitals to give you eaſe : 
and he. hath hardly one acquaintance, A whom 
he hath not been bound ; yet, as far as we can find, 
was never known to loſe any thing by it. 

He is obſerved to be very (8) unquiet in the com- 
pany of a Frenchman in new cloaths, or a young 
coquette. 
le is, in ſhort, the ſubject of much mirth and 

raillery, which he ſeems to take well enough; tho' 
it hat h not been obſerved, that ever any good thing 
came from himſelf, | 
here is ſo general an opinion of his juſtice, that 
ſometimes very hard caſes are left to his decifion ; 
and while he fits upon them, he carries himſelf 

| ö exactly 
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exactly even between both ſides, except where ſome 
knotty point ariſes; and then, he is obſerved to 
lean a little to the right or left as the matter in- 
clines him ; but his reaſons for it are ſo manifeſt 
and convincing, that every man approves chem. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Geatle Reader, 


PIT GH I am not inſenſible how many thou- 
_ ſand perſons have been, and ſtill are, with 
great dexterity handling this ſubject, and no leſs 
aware Of what infinite reams of paper have been laid 
out upon it: however, in my opinion, no man li- 


ving has touched it with greater nicety and more 


delicare turns, than- our author. But becauſe there 
is ſome intended obſcurity in this relation; and cu- 
rioſity, inquilitive of ſecrets, may poſſibly not enter. 
into the bottom and depth of the ſubject, it was 
thought not improper : take off the veil, and gain 
the reader's favour by inlarging his infight, Ars 
enim non habet inimicum niſi ignorantem. It is welt 
known, that it has been the policy of all times to 
deliver down important ſubjects by emblem and 
riddle, and not to ſuffer the knowledge of truth to 
be derived to us in plain and ſimple terms, which 
are generally as ſoon forgotten as conceived, For 
this reaſon the Heathen religion is moſtly couched 
under mythology. For the like reaſon (this being 
a fundamental in its kind,) the author has thought 
fit to wrap up his treaſure in clean linen, which it 
is our buſineſs to lay open, and ſet in a due light; 
for I have obſerved, upon any accidental diſcovery, 
the leaſt glimple has given a great diverſion to the 
eager ſpectator, as many ladies could teſtify, were 
it proper, or the caſe would admit, 

'The politeſt companies have vouchſafed to ſmile 
at the bare name, and ſome people of faſhion have 
been ſo little ſcrupulous of bringing it in play, that it 


Was 
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was the uſual ſaying of a knight and a man of good 
breeding, That whenever he aroſe, his a-ſe ſoſe with. 
him, 


NOTES. 


{1) He alludes to the manner-of our birth, the head and arms ap- 
pea ing before the poſterio;s and the two feet, which he calls the 
f.otmen, | | 

(2) YVitualling-Louſe,] The belly, which receives and digeſts our 
nouriſhment, 

(3) Maſter of arts. ] Perſius : mapiſter artir, ingeriique la gi'or wenter. 

(4) Idclater, ] Alludes to the ſacrifices offered by the Romaus to the 
goddeſs Cloacin:, 

(5) Priest. ] Gold finders, who perform their office in the night. 
time: but our author further ſeems to heave an eye to the cuſtom of 
the Kcathen prieſts ſtcahng the offerings in the night; cf which ſce 
more in the {:ery. of Bell and the Dragon. | 

(6) Wrinkle, ] Tiis refers to a proverb“ You have one wrinkie 
in your a ſe more than you had before.“ | 

( 7) Tears of Bed.] Hemorrhoids, acco: ding to the phy ſiei- ne, are 
a frequent conſequent of imtemperance. | 

459 Urgviet.) Their tails being generally obſerved to be moſt rele. 
leſs. | 
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The Won p ER of ALL the Wo xps, that 


ever the WorLp wondered at. 
For all perſons of quality and others. 
EWLY arrived at this city of Dublin the fa- 


mous artiſt John Emanuel Schoitz, who, to 
the great {urprize and ſatisfaction of all ſpectators, 


is ready to do the following wonderful performan- 
ces; the like before never ſeen in this kingdom. 


He will beat a bar of iron red-hot, and thruſt it 
into a barrel of gun-powder before all the company, 
and yet it ſhall not take fire, | 

He lets any gentleman charge a blunderbuſs with 
the ſame gun-powder, and twelve leaden bullets ; 
which blunderbuſs the ſaid artiſt diſcharges full in 


the face of the ſaid company, without the leaſt hurt, 


the bullets ſticking in the wal! behind them, 

He takes any gentleman's own ſword, and runs 
it through the ſaid gentleman's body, ſo that the 
point appears bloody at the back to all the ſpecta- 
tors; then he takes out the ſword, wipes it clean, 
and returns it to the owner, who receives no man- 
ner of hurt, : 


He takes a pot of ſcalding oil, and throws it by _ 
great ladlcs-tull directly at the ladies, without ſpoil- 


ing their cloaths or burning their ſkins, : 

He takes any perſon of quality's child, from two 
years old to fix, and lets the child's own father or 
mother take a pike in their hands; then the artiſt 
takes the child in his arms, and toffes it upon the 
point of the pike, where it ſticks, to the great ſatis- 


taction of all ſpectators; and is chen taken off with 
* out ſo much as a hole in his coat. | 


He mounts upon a ſcaffold juſt dver the ſpecta- 
| tors, 
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tors, and from thence throws down a great quan- 
tity of large tiles and ſtones, which fall like ſo many 
pillows, without ſo much as diſcompoſing either 
perukes or head dreſſes. 4 | 

He takes any; perſon of quality up to the ſaid 
ſcaffold; which perſon pulls off his ſhoes, and leaps 
nine feet directly down on a buard prepared on pur- 
poſe, full af ſharp ſpikes fix inches long, without 
hurtivg his feet or damaging his ſtockings. 
He places the ſaid board on a chair, upon which 
a lady fits down with another lady in her lap, white 
the ſpikes inſtead of entering into the under - lady's 
fleſh, will feel like a velvet-cuſhioo. 

He takes any perſon of quali:y's footman, ties a 
rop about his bare neck, and draws him up by pul- 
lies to the ceiling, and there keeps him hanging as 
long as his maſter or the company pleaſes, the ſaid 
footman, to the wonder and delight of all behold- 
ers, having a pot of ale in one hand and a pipe in 
the other; and when he is let down, there will not 
appear the leaſt mark of the cord about his neck, 

He bids a lady's maid put her finger into a cup. 
of clear liquor like water, upon which her face and 
both her hands are 4mmediately withered like an 
old woman of fourſcore; her belly ſwells as if ſhe 
were within a week of her time, and her legs are 
as thick as mill poſts; but, upon putting her finger 
into another cup, ſhe becomes as young and hand- 
ſome, as ſhe was before. 

He gives any gentleman leave to drive forty 
twelve · penny nails up to the head in a porter's 
backſide, and then places the ſaid porter on a load - 
ſtone chair, which draws out every nail, and the 
porter feels no pain. 

He likewiſe draws the teeth of half a dozen gen- 
tlemen, mixes and jumbles them in a hat, gives any 
perſon leave :0 blindfold him, and returns each 
their own, and fixes them as well as ever. 

With his fore-fnger and thumb he thruſts ſeve- 
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ral gentlemens and ladies eyes out of their head, 
without the leaſt pain, at which time they ſee an 
unſpeakable numbcr of beautiful colours; and, af- 
ter they are entertained to the full, he places them 
again in their proper fockets, without any damage 
to the ſight. | | 

He lets any gentleman drink a quart of hot melted 
lead, and by a draught of prepared liquor, of which 
he takes part to himſelf, he makes the ſaid lead 
paſs through the ſaid gentleman before all the ſpec- 
tators, without any damage; after which it is pro- 


- 


duced in a cake to the company, * 


With many other wonderful performances of art, 
too tedious here to mention. a 
The ſaid artiſt has performed before moſt kings 
and princes in Europe with great applauſe 
He performs every day (except Sundays,)” from 


ten of the clock to one in the forenoon; and from 
four till ſeven in the evening, at the new inn in 


Smithficld, 
The firſt ſeat a Britiſh crown, the ſecond a Bri- 
tiſh half. crown, and the loweſt a Britiſh ſhilling. 
N. B. The beſt hands in town are to play at the 
ſaid ſhow. | 


A Pro- 


9 


bd * 
A PROPVOs A for correcting, improving, and 
aſcertaining the ExcL1Isn TON GUE X. 


In a LETTER to the Moſt Honourable Roster 
Earl of Oxroxůp and Mor TIMER, Lord High 
Treaſurer of GREAT BRITAIN. 


To the Moſt Honourable RozzaT Earl of OxroxD, Cc. 
My Lozo, 


"HAT I had the honour of mentioning to 
your lordſhip ſome time ago in converſa- 
tion, was not a new thought Juſt then ſtarted by 
K 604 accident 


It is well known, that if the Queen had lived a year or two 
longer, th's propoſal would, in all probability have taken effect. For 
the Lord Treaſurer had already nominated ſeveral perſons, without 
diſtinction of quality or party, who were to compoſe a ſociety for the 
purpoſes mentioned by the author ; and reſolved to uſe his credit 
with her Majeſty, that a fund ſhould be applied to ſupport the expence 
of a large room, where the ſociety ſhould mect, and for other inci- 
dents, But this ſcheme fell to the ground, partly by the diſſenſions 
among the great men at court, but chiefly by the lamented death of 
that glorious princeſs. Dub, edit, | 

This piece might have been a very uſeful performance, if it had 
deen longer, and leſs eclipſed by compliments to the noble perſon to 
whom it is addreſſed. It ſeems to have been intended as a preface 
to ſome more enlarged deſign : at the head of which ſuch an intro- 
duction muſt have appeared with great prt priety. A work of this 
kind is much wanted, as our language, inftead of being improved, is 
every day growing worſe and more debaſed, We bewilder ourſelves 
in various erthography z we ſpeak and we write at random; and if a 
man's common converſation were to be committed to paper, he 
would be ſtartled for to find himſelf guilty in a fer ſentences, of fo 
many ſolec.ſms ard ſuch falſe Engliſh, I believe we are the only 
people in the Chriſtian wor d, who repeat the Lord's prayer in an 
ungrammatical manner; and I remember to have heard, that when 
a motion was made in the convecation to alter the word tohich for 
the word who, the propoſition was rejected by the majority, This 
inſtance may ſhew you of what ſort of men, the moſt learned, and 
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accident or occaſion, but the reſult of long reflexi- 
on; and I have been confirmed in my ſentiments 


even the moſt reverend aſſemblies are ſometimes compoſed, But 
let us conſider the conduct of a neighbouring nation, How induſtri- 
onus have the French been to improve their language ? and to what 
a ſtate of perfection have they brought it? Rome, by her conqueſts, 
made her dialect univerſal: France, by her policy, has done the 
ſame, By policy, I mean the encouragement of arts ar d ſciences ; 
which will often render a nation more powerful than arms, No- 
thing has contributed ſo much to the purity and excellence of the 
French tongue, as the noble academies eſtabliſhed for that purpoſe : 
and, until ſome public work of the ſame kind is undertaken in Eng- 
land; we cannot flatter ourſelves with any hopes of amending the 
errors, or aſcertaining the limits of our ſtyle, TI ſhall not preſume 
even to whiſper to you, that I think a deſign of this ſort is ſutfici- 
ently momentous to attract the conſideration of our legiſlative powers, 
Their thoughts are otherwiſe employed, and their facul:ies other- 
wiſe applied, But I will venture to ſay, that if to our hoſpitals for 
lunatics, an hoſpital was added for the reception and ſupport of men 
of ſenſe and learning, it would be of the higheſt honour to the pre- 
ſent age, and of no leſs advantage to poſterity, I call it an hoſpital, 
becauſe I ſuppoſe it to be erected for the benefit of ſuch perſons, 
whoſe infirm fortunes, or diſeaſed revenues, may have rendered the 
firength and abilities of their minds weak and uſeleſs to the public ; 
for I entirely agree with Ariſtatle, where he ſays, in the words of 
c his ſcholiaſt, . Eum pracclara et magna vix poſſe exequi et pr:c- 
« ſtare, cui faculiates deſunt: quonium per amicos et civilem po- 
e tentiam, veluti per inſtrumenta, neceſie eſt pleraque effici,” Ihe 
reflections that ariſe from this theme, I find, are driving ne beyond 
due bounds : therefore I ſhall only add, that I heartily wiſh you may 
think an attention te your native language as uſeful and improving a 
ſtudy as can be purſued, in whatever ſtation of life Providence may 
allot you, Orrery, 

In this epiſtle Dr. Swift complains to the Earl of Oxford as firſt 
miniſter, in the name of all the learned and polite perſons of the na- 
tion, that our language is extremely imperfect; that its daily im- 
provements are by no means equal to its daily corruptions; that the 
pretenders to poliſh and refine it have chiefly multiplied atuſes and 
abſurditiesz and that in may inſtances it offends againſt every part 
of grammar, He proves. with irreſiſtible force of reaſon, that our 
lauguage ought to be refined to a certain flapdard, and then fixed for 
ever: he marks the ſeveral inconveniences which ariſe perpetval- 
lv from our ſtupid inattention to theſe matters, He doth not how- 
cyer preſcrite any methods for aſcertaining the language, but throws 
cut ſome general obſervations, leaving the reſt to the inſpection of 
that ſociety, which he hoped would have been ſpeedily inſtituted hy 
the Lord Tre:ſarer, But this ſcheme fell to the ground, partly by 
the diſſenſions among the great men at court, and chiefly by the la- 
mented dea h of Q. Ange, that ever gloricus princeſs, Swift, 
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by the opinion of ſome very judicious perſons, with 
whom I conſulted. They all agree, that nothing 
would be of greater uſe towards the improvement 
of knowledge and politeneſs, than ſome effectual 
method for correcting, enlarging and aſcertainin 
our language; and they think it a work very pol- 
ſible to be compaſſed under the protection of a 
prince, the countenance and encouragement of a 
miniſtry, and the care of proper perions choſen 
for ſuch an undertaking. I was glad to find your 
lordſhip's anſwer in ſo different a ſtyle, from what 
hath been commonly made uſe of on the like occa- 
ſions for ſome years paſt. That all ſuch thoughts 
muſt be deferred to a time of peace: a topic which 
ſome have carried ſo far, that they would not haie 
vs by any means think of preſerving our civil or 
religi-us conſtitution, becauſe we are engaged in a 
war abroad, It will be among the diſtinguiſhing 
marks of your miniſtry, my Lord, that you have 
a genius above all ſuch regards, and that no rea 
ſonable propoſal for the honour, the advantage, or 
the ornament of your country, however foreign 
ro your more immediate office, was ever neglected 
by you. I confeſs, the merit of this candour and 
condeſcenfion is very much leſſened, becauſe your 
lordſhip hardly leaves us room to offer our good 
wiſhes; removing all our difficulties, and ſupply- 
ing our wants, faſter than the moſt viſionary pro- 
jector can adjuſt his ſchemes. And therefore, m 
lord, the deſign of this paper is not ſo much to of- 
fer you ways and means, as to. complain of a grie- 
vance, the redrefling of which is to be your own 
work, as much as that of paying the nation's debt, 
or opening a trade into the South-ſea ; and though 
not of ſuch immediate benefit as either of theſe, or 
any other of your glorious actions, yet perhaps in 
future ages not leſs ro your honour.  _ 

My lord, I do here, in the name of all the learn- 
ed and police perſons af the nation, complain to 
your 
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your lordſhip as firſt miniſter, that our language 
is extremely imperfect ; that its daily improvements 
are by no means in proportion to its daily-corrup- 
tions; that the pretenders to poliſh and- refine it 
have chiefly multiplied abuſes and abſurdities; and, 
that in many inſtances it offends againſt every part 
of grammar. But leſt your lordihip ſhould think 
my cenſure too ſevere, I ſhall take leave to be more 
particular. | 

I believe your lord{hip will agree with me, in the 
reaſon why our language is leſs refined than thoſe 
of Italy, Spain, or France. It is plain, that the 
Latin tongue in its purity was never in this ifland, - 
towards the conqueſt of which few or no attempts- 
were made till the time of Claudius; neither was 
that language ever ſo vulgar in Britain, as it is 
known to have been in Gaul and Spain. Further, 
we find that the Roman legions here were at length 
all recalled to help their country againſt the Goths; 
and other barbarous invaders. Mean time, the 
Britons left to ſhift for themſelves, and daily har- 
raſſed by cruel inroads from the Picts, were forced 
to call in the Saxons for their defence; who con- 
ſequently reduced the greateſt part of the iſland to 
their own power, drove the Britons into the moſt 
remote and mountainous parts, and the reſt of the 
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country in cuſtoms, religion, and language, became 
- = wholly Saxon. This Lake to be the reaſon, hy 
y there are more Latin words remaining in the Bri- 
* tiſh tongue than in the old Saxon, which, except - 
* ing ſome few variations in the orthography, is the 
n ſame in moſt original words with our preſent Eng- 
t, liſh, as well as with the German and other Nor- 
h thern dialects. | 
r Edward the confeſſor, having lived long in 
n France, appears to be the firſt who introduced any 
mixture of the French tongue with the Saxon; the 
1- court affecting what the prince was fond of, and 
0 others taking it up for a faſhion, as it is now with 
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us. William the conqueror proceeded much far, 
ther ; bringing over with him vaſt numbers of tha 
nation, ſcattering them in every monaſtery, giving 
them great quantities of land, directing all plead- 
ings to be in that language, and endeavouring to 
make it univerſal in the kingdom. This at leaſt is 
the opinion generally received: but your lordſhip 
hath fully convinced me, thar the French tongue 
made 75 a greater progreſs here under Harry the 
fecond, who had large territories on that continent, 
both from his father and his wife, made frequent 
journeys and expeditions thither, and was always 
attended with a number of his countrymen, retain- 
ers at his court. For ſome centuries after, there 
was a conſtant intercourſe between France and En- 
gland, by the dominions we poſſeſſed there, and 
tbe conqueſts we made; ſo that our language de- 
tween two and three hundred years ago, ſeems to 
have had a greater mixture with French than at 
reſent ; many words having been afterwards re- 
jected, and ſome ſince the time of Spencer; al- 
though we have ſtill retained not a few, which 
have been long antiquated in France, I could pro- 
duce ſeveral inſtances of both kinds, if it were of 

any uſe or entertainment, 4 | 
To examine into the ſeveral circumſtances by 
which the language of a country may be altered, 
would force me to enter into a wide field. I ſhall 
only obſerve, that the Latin, the French, and the 
Engliſh, ſeem to have undergone the ſame fortune. 
The firit, from the days of Romulus to thoſe of 
Julius Czlar, ſuffered perpetual changes: and by 
what we meet in thoſe authors who occafionally 
ſpeak on that ſubject, as well as from certain frag- 
ments of old laws, it is manifeſt that the Latin, 
three hundred years before Tully, was as unintel- 
ligible in his time, as the Engliſh and French of 
the ſame period are now; and theſe two have 
changed as much fince William the conqueror 
(which 
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(which is but little leſs than ſeven hundred years,) 
as the Latin appears to have done in the like term. 
Whether our language or the French will decline 
as fait as the Roman did, is a queſtion, that would 
perhaps admit more debate than it is worth, 'There 
were many reaſons for the corruptions of the laſt: 
as, the change of their government to a tyranny, 
which ruined the ſtudy of eloquence, there being 
no further uſe or encouragement for popular ora- 
tors: their giving not only the freedom of the city, 
but capacity for employments, to ſeveral towns in - 
Gaul, Spain, and Germany, and other diſtant 
parts, as far as Aſia; which brought a great num- 
ber of foreign pretenders into Rome: the laviſh” 
diſpoſition of the ſenate and people, by which the 
wit and eloquence of the age were wholly turned 
into panegyric, the moſt barren of all ſubjects: the 
great corruption of manners, and introduction of 
foreign luxury, with foreign terms to expreſs it, 
with ſeveral others that might be aſſigned; not to 
mention thoſe invaſions from the Goths and Van- 
dals, which are too obvious to inſiſt on. 

The Roman language arrived at great perfection, 
before it began to decay: and the French, for theſe - 
laſt fifty years, hath been poliſhing as much as it 
will bear, and appears to be declining by the natu- 
ral inconſtancy of that people, and the affectation 
of ſome late authors to introduce and multiply cant 
words, which is the moſt ruinous corruption in any - . 
language. La Bruyere, a late celebrated writer 
among them, makes uſe of many new terms, which 
are not to be found in any of the common dictio- 
naries before his time, But the Engliſh- tongue is 
not arrived to ſuch- a degree of perfection, as to 
make us apprehend any thoughts of its decay; and 
if it were once refined to a certain ſtandard, per- 
haps there might be ways found out to fix it for 
ever, or at leaſt till we were invaded and made a 
conqueſt by ſome other ſtate ; and even then our 
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beſt writings might probably be preſerved with care, 
and grow into eſteem, and the authors have a 
chance for immortality. 

But without ſuch great revolutions as theſe (to 
which we are, I think, leſs ſubject than kingdoms 
upon the-continent,) I ſee no abſolute neceſſity why 
any language ſhould be perpetually changing; for 
we find many examples io the contrary, From 
Homer to Plutarch are above a thouſand years ; ſo 
Jong art leaſt the purity of the Greek tongue may be 
lowed to laſt, and we know not how far before, The 
Grecians ſpread their colunies round all the coaſts 
of Aſia Minor, even to the northern parts lying 
towards the Euxine, in every iſland of the Egzan 
ſea, and ſeveral others in the Mediterranean; where 
the language was preſerved entire for many ages, 
after they themſelves became colonies to Rome, 
and till they were over-run by the barbarous na- 
tions upon the fall of that empire. The Chineſe 
have books in their language above two thouſand 
years old, neither have the frequent conqueſts of 
the Tariars been able to alter it. The German, 
Spaniſh, and Italian, have admitted few or no 
changes for ſome ages paſt, 'The other languages 
of Europe I know nothing of; neither is there any 
occaſion to conſider them. 

Having taken this compaſs, I return to thoſe 
conſiderations upon our own language, which I 
would humbly offer your Lordſhip. 'The period, 
wherein the Engliſh tongue received moſt improve- 
ment, I take to commence with the beginning of 
Queen Elizebeth's reign, and to conclude with the 
great rebe/lion in 42. It is true, there was a very 
1-1 tale, both of ſtyle and wit, which prevailed un- 
der King James the Firſt ; but that ſeems to have 
been corrected in the firſt years of his ſucceſſor, who, 
among many other qualifications of an excellent 
prince, was a great patron of learning, From the 
civil war to this preſent time, I am apt to doubt 

whether 
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whether the corruptions in our language have not 
at leaſt equalled the refinements of it; and theſe 
corruptions very few of the beſt authors in our age 
have wholly eſcaped. During the uſurpation, ſuch 
an infuſion of enthufiaſtic jargon prevailed in every 
writing, as was not ſhaken off in many years after, 
To this ſucceeded that licentiouſneſs which entered 
with the Reftoration, and, from infecting our reli- 
gion and morals, fell to corrupt our language 
which laſt was not like to be much improved by 
thoſe, who at that time made up the court of King 
Charles the Second; either ſuch, who had fol- 
lowed him in his baniſhment, or who had been al- 
together converſant in the diale&t of thoſe fanatic 
times; or young men, who had been educated in 
in the ſame country; ſo that the court, which uſed 
to be the ſtandard of propriety and correctneſs of 
ſpeech, was then, and, 1 think, hath ever ſince 
continued the worſt ſchool in England for that ac- 
compliſhment; and ſo will remain, till better care 
be taken in the education of our young nobility; 
that they may ſet out into the- world with ſome 
foundation of literature, in order to qualify them 
for patterns of politeneſs. 'The conſequence of this 
defect upon our language may appear from the 
plays, and other compoſitions written for entertain- 
ment within fifty years paſt ; filled with a ſucceſſion 
of affected phraſes, and new conceited words, ei- 
ther borrowed from the current ſtyle of the court, 
or from thoſe, who, under the character of men 
of wit and pleaſure, pretended to give the law. Ma- 
ny of theſe refinements have already been long an- 
tiquated, and are now hardly intelligible , which 1s 
no wonder, when they were the product only of 
ignorance and caprice, | 
I have never known this great town without one 
or more dunces of figure, who had credit enough 
to give riſe to ſome new word, and propagate it in 
molt converſations, though it had neither humour, 
nor 
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nor ſignificancy. If it ſtruck the preſent taſte, it 
was ſoon transferred into the plays and current 
ſcribbles of the week, and became an addition to 
to our language; while the men of wit and learn» 
ing, inſtead of early obviating ſuch corruptions, 
were too often ſeduced: to-imitate and comply with 
them, | | 

There is another ſet of men, who have contribu- 
ted very much to the ſpoiling of the Engliſh tongue; 
I'mean the poets, from the time of the Reftoration, 
Theſe gentlemen, although they could not be inſen- 


ſible how much our language was already overſtock- 


ed with monoſyllables, yet, to ſave time and pains, 
introduced that barbarous cuſtom of abbreviating 
words, to fit them to the meaſure of their verſes; 
and this they have frequently done fo very injudi- 
ciouſly, as to form ſuch harſh unharmonious 
ſounds, that none but a northern ear could en- 
dure; they have joined the moſt obdurate conſo- 
nants without one intervening vowel, only to ſhor- 
ten a ſyllable; and their taſte in time became ſo de- 
praved, that what was at firſt a poetical licence not 
to be juſtified, they made their choice, alledging, 
that the words pronounced at length founded faint 
and languid. This was a pretence to take up the 
ſame cuſtom in proſe !'ſo that moſt of the books 
we ſee now a-days, are full of thoſe manglings and 
abbreviations. Inſtances of this abuſe are innumer- 
able : what does your Lordſhip think of the words, 
drudg'd, diſturb'd, rebuk'd, fledg'd, and a thou- 


| ſand others every where to be met with in proſe as 


well as verſe ? Where, by leaving out a vowel to 
ſave a ſyllable, we form ſo jarring a ſound, and fo 


difficult to utter, that I have often wondered how 


it could ever obtain 

Another cauſe, (and perhaps borrowed from the 
former,) which hath contributed not a little to the 
maiming of our language, is a fooliſh opinion, ad- 
vanced of late years, that we ought to ſpell exactly 
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as we ſpeak ; which, beſide the obvious inconveni- 
eace of utterly deſtroying our etymology, would be 
a thing we ſhould never ſee an end of. Not only 
the ſeveral towns and counties of England have a 
different way of pronouncing, but even here in 
London they clip their words after one manner a- 
bout the court, another in the city, and a third in 
the ſuburbs: and, in a few years, it is probable, 
will all differ from themſelves, as fancy or faſhion 
ſhall direct: all which reduced to writing would 
entirely confound orthography, Vet many people 
are ſo tond of this conceit, that it is ſometimes a 
difficult matter to read modern books and pamph- 
lets; where the words are ſo curtailed, and varied 
from their original ſpelling, that whoever hath been 
9 to plain Engliſh, will hardly know them by 
ht. | | 
* young men at the univerſities, terrribl 
poſſeſſed with the fear of pedantry, run into a worſe 
extreme, and think all paliteneſs to conſiſt in read - 
ing the daily traſh ſent down to them from hence: 
this they call knowing the world, and reading men 
and manners, Thus furniſhed they come up to 
town, reckon all their errors for accompliſhments, 
borrow the neweſt ſet of phraſes; and if they take 
a pen into their hands, all the odd words they have 
picked up in a coffeehouſe, or a gaming ordinary, - 
are produced as flowers of ſtyle; and the ortho- 
graphy refined to the utmoſt, To this we owe thoſe 
monſtrous productions, which under the name of 
trips, ſpies, amuſements, and other conceited appel- 
lations, have over-run us for ſome years paſt. Io 
this we owe that ſtrange race of wits, who tell us, 
they write to the humour of the age. And I wiſh 
I could fay, theſe quaint fopperies were wholly ab- 
ſent f:om graver ſubjects In ſhort, I would un- 
dertake to ſhew your Lordſhip ſeveral pieces, where 
the beauties of this kind are ſo predominant, that, 
with 
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with all your {kill in languages, you could never be 
able either to read or underſtand them, 
But I am very much miſtaken, if many of theſe 
falſe refinements among us do not ariſe from a prin- 
ciple, which would quite deſtroy their credit, if it 
were well underſtood and conſidered. For I am 
afraid, my Lord, that, with all the real good qua- 
licies of our country, we are naturally not very po- 
lite. This perpetual diſpoſition to ſhorten our words, 
by retrenching the vowels, is nothing elſe but a 
tendency to lapſe into the barbarity of thoſe nor- 
thern nations from whom we are deſcended, and 
whoſe languages labour all under the ſame defect. 
For it is worthy our obſervation, that the Spaniards, 
the French, and the Italians, although derived 
from the fame northern anceſtors with ourſelves, 
are with the utmoſt difficulty taught to pronounce 
our words, which the Swedes and Danes, as well 
as the Germans and the Dutch, attain to with eaſe, 
becauſe our ſyllables refemble theirs in the rough- 
neſs and frequency of conſonants. Now, as we 
ſtruggle with an ill climate to improve the nobler 
kinds of fruits, are at the expence of walls to re- 
ceive and reverberate the faint rays of the ſun, and 
fence againſt the northern blaſts, we ſometimes, by 
the help of a good ſoil, equal the productions of 
warmer countries, who have no need to be at ſo. 
much coft and care. It is the fame thing with re- 
& to the politer arts among us; and the fame 
fect of heat, which gives a fierceneſs to our na- 
tures, may contribute to that roughneſs of our lan- 
guage, which bears ſome analogy to the harſh fruit 
of colder countries. For I do not reckon that we 
want a genius more than the reſt of our neigh- 
bours : but your Lordſhip will be of my opinion, 
that we ought to ſtruggle with theſe natural diſad- 
vantages as much as we can, and be careful whom 
we employ, whenever we defign to correct them, 
which is a work that has hitherto been * 
: S 
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the leaſt qualified hands. So that, if the choice had 
been left ro me, I would rather have truſted the 
refinement of our language, as far as it relates to 
ſound, to the judgement of the women, than of il - 
literate court fops, half-witted poets, and univerſi- 
ty-boys. For it is plain, that women, in their 
manner of corrupting words, do naturally diſcard 
the conſonants, as we do the vowels, What I am 
going to tell your Lordſhip appears very trifling: 
that more than once, where ſome of both ſexes 
were in company, I have perſuaded two or three of 


each to take a pen, and write down a number of 


letters joined together, juſt as it came into their 
heads; and, upon reading this gibberiſh, we have 
found that which the men had wrote, by the fre- 
quent encountering of rough conſonants, to ſound 
like High-Dutch; and the other, by the women 
like Italian, abounding in vowels and liquid. Now 


though I would by no means give ladies the trou- 


ble of adviſing us in the reformation of our lan- 
guage, yet I cannot help thinking, that ſince they 
have been left out of all meetings, except parties at 
play, or where worſe deſigns are carried on, our 
converſation hath very much degenerated. | 
In order to reform our language, I conceive, my 
Lord, that a free judicious choice ſhould be made 


of ſuch perſons, as are generally allowed to be 


beſt qualified for ſuch a work, without any regard 
to quality, party, or profeſſion. Theſe, to a cer- 
tain number at leaſt, ſhould aflemble at ſome ap- 
pointed time and place, and fix on rules by which 
they deſign to proceed. What methods they will 
take, is not for me to preſcribe, Your Lordſhip, 
and other perſons in great eraployment, might 


pleaſe to be of the number: and I am afraid, ſuch 


a ſociety would want your inſtruction and example 
as much as your protection; for I have, not with- 


out a litile envy, obſerved of late the ſty!e of ſore 


great 
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great miniſters very much to exceed that of any o- 
ther productions. | 
The perſons who are to undertake this work will 
have the example of the French before them to 
imitate, where theſe have procecded right, and to 
avoid their miſtakes. Beſides the grammar-part, 
wherein we are allowed to be very defective, they 
will obſerve many groſs improprieties, which, how- 
ever authoriſed by — and grown familiar, 
ought to be diſcarded. They will find many words 
that deſerve to be utterly thrown out of our lan- 
guage, many more to be corrected, and perhaps 
not a few long ſince antiquated, which ought to be 
reſtored on account of their energy and ſound. 

But what I have moſt at heart, is, that ſome me- 
thod ſhould be thought on for aſcertaining and fix- 
ing our — for ever, after ſuch alterations are 
made in it as ſhall be thought requiſite, For I am 
of opinion, that it is better a language ſhould not 
be wholly perfect, than that it ſhould be perpetu- 
ally changing; and we muſt give over at one time 
or other, or at length infallibly change for the 
worſe, as the Romans did, when they began to quit 
their ſimplicity of ſtyle for affected refinements, 
ſuch as we meet in Tacitus and other authors; - 
which ended by degrees in many babarities, even 
before the Goths had invaded Italy. 

The fame of our writers is uſually confined to 
theſe two iſlands, and it is hard it ſhould be limited 
in time as much as place, by the perpetual variations 


of our ſpeech. It is your Lordſhip's obſervation, 


that if it were not for the Bible and Common- 
Prayer Book in the vulgar tongue, we ſhould hard- 
ly be able to underſtand any thing that was written 
among us an hundred years ago; which is certain- 
ly true: for thoſe books, being perpetually read in 
churches, have proved a kind of ſtandard for lan- 
guage, eſpecially to the common people. And I 
doubt, whether the alterations, ſince introduced, 

2 have 
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have added much to the beauty or ſtrength of the 
Engliſh tongue, though they have taken off a great 
deal from that ſimplicity, which is one of the great- 
eſt perfections in any language. You, my Lord; 
who are fo converſant in the ſacred writings, and fo 
great a judge of them in their originals, will agree, 
that no tranſlation our country ever yet produced, 
hath come up to that of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment: and by the many beautiful paſſiges, which 
J have often had the honour to hear your Lordſhip 
cite from thence, I am perſuaded, that the tranſla- 
tors of the Bible were maſters of an Engliſh ſtyle, 
much fitter for that work than any we fee in our 
preſent writings; which I take to be owing to the 
ſimplicity that runs through the whole. Then, as 
to the greateſt part of our lirurgy, compiled long 
before the tranſlation” of the Bible now in uſe, and 
little altered ſince; there ſeem to be in it as great 
ſtrains of true ſublime cloquence, as are any where 
to be found in our language; which every man of 
good taſte will obſerve in the communion-ſerviee, 
that of burial, and other parts. 

But when I ſay, that I would have our language, 
after it is duly corrected, always to laſt, I do not 
mean that it ſhould never be enlarged. Provided 
that no word; which a ſociery ſhall give a ſanction 
to, be afterwards antiquated and exploded; they 
may have liberty to receive whatever new ones they 
{hall have occafion for ; becauſe ther the old books 
will yet be always valuable according to their iatrin- 
ſx worth, and not thrown aſide on account of un- 
intelligible words and phrafes, which appear harſts 
and uncouth, only becauſe they are our of faſhion. 
Had the Roman rongue continued vulgar in that ci- 
ty till this time, it would have been abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, from the mighty changes that have been made 
in law and religion, from the many terms of art 
required in trade and in war, from the new in- 
ventions that have happened in the world, from the 

Vol. V. E e vaſt 
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vaſt ſpreading of navigation and commerce, with 
many other obvious circumſtances, to have made 
great additions to that language; yet the ancients 
would ftill have been read and underſtood with plea- 
ſure and eaſe. The Greek tongue received many 
enlargements between the time of Homer and that 
of Plutarch; yet the former author was probably 
as well underſtocd in 'Frajan's time as che latter. 
Whar Horace ſays of words going off and periſbing 
like leaves, and new ones coming in their place, is a 
misfortune he laments, rather than a thing he ap- 
proves; but I cannot fee why this ſhould be abſo · 
lutely neceſſary, or, if it were, what would have 

become of his monumentum aere perennius ? 
Writing by memory only, as I do at preſent, I 
would gladiy kcep within my depth; and therefore 
ſhall not enter into further particulars, Neither do 
I pretend more than to ſhew the uſefulneſs of this 
delign, and to make ſome general obſervations, 
leaving the reſt to that ſociety, which I hope will 
* owe its inſtitution and patronage to your Lordſhip. 
Beſides, I would willingly avoid repetition, having 
about a year ago communicated to the public much 
of what I had to offer upon this ſubject, by the 
hands of an ingenious gentleman, who for a long 
time did thrice a week divert or inſtruct the king- 
dom by his papers; and is ſuppoſed to purſue the 
ſame deſign at preſent under the title of SpeFator, 
This author, who hath tried the force and compaſs 
of our language with ſo much ſucceſs, agrees en- 
tirely with me in moſt of my ſentiments relating to 
it ; ſo do the greateſt part of the men of wit and 
learning, whom I have had the happineſs to con- 
verſe with; and therefore I imagine that ſuch a ſo- 
ciety wou!d be pretty unanimous in the main points, 
Your Lordſhip muſt allow, that ſuch a work as 
this brought to perfection, would very much con 
tribute to the glory of her majeſty's reign; which 
ought to be recorded in words more durable * 
| raſs, 
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braſs, and ſuch as our poſterity may read a thou- 
ſand years hence with pleaſure as well as admirati · 
on. I always diſapproved that falſe compliment to 
rinces, that the moſt laiting monument they can 
| thay is the hearts of their ſubjects. It is indeed 
their greateſt preſent felicity to reign in their ſub- 
ject's hearts; but theſe are too periſhable to pre - 
ſerve their memories, which can only be done by 
the pens of able and faithful hiſtorians. And I 
take it to be your Lordſhip's duty, as Prime Mi- 
niſter, to give order for inſpecting our language, 
and rendering it fit to record the hiſtory of ſo great 
and good a priaceis. Beſides, my Lord, as diſin- 
tereſted as you appear to the world, I am convin- 
ced, that no man is more in the power of a pre- 
vailing favourite paſſion than yourſelf; I mean the 
deſire of true and laſting honour, which you have 
borne along with you through every ſtage of your 
life, To this you have often ſacrificed your inter- 
eſt, your caſe, and your health: For preſerving 
and increaſing this, you have expoſed your perſon 
to fecret treachery and open violence, There is not 
perhaps an example in hiſtory of any miniſter, who 
in ſo ſhort a time hath performed ſo many great 
things, .and overcome fo many difficulties. Now, 
though I am fully convinced, that you fear God, 
Lonour your Queen, and love your country, as 
much as any of your fellow-ſubjects, yet I muſt 
believe, that the deſire of fame hath been no incon- 
ſiderable motive to quicken you in the purſuit of 
thoſe actions which will beſt deſerve it. But at the 
{ame time | muſt be ſo plain as to tell your Lord- 
ſhip, that if you will not take ſome care to ſettle 
our language, and put it into a ſtate of continu- 
ance, I cannot promiſe that your memory ſhall be 
preſerved above an hundred years, farther than by 
imperfect tradition. ey 
As barbarous and ignorant as we were in former 


centuries, there were more effectual care taken by 
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our anceſtors to preſerye the memory of times and 


_ Perſons, than we find in this age of learning and 


liteneſs, as we are pleaſed to call it. The rude 

tin of the Monks is (till very intelligible ; where+ 
as, had their records been delivered down only in 
the vulgar tongue, ſo barren and ſo barbarous, ſo 
ſubje& to continual ſucceeding changes, they could 
not now be underſtood, unleſs by antiquaries, who 
make it their ſtudy to expound them. And we 
mult at this day have been content with fuch poor 
abſtracts of our Engliſh ftery, as laborious men of 
low genius would think fit to give us; and even 
theſe in the next age would be likewiſe ſwallowed up 
in ſucceeding collections. If things go on at this 
rate, all I can promiſe your Lordſhip, is, that, a: 
bout two hundred years hence, ſome painful com 
piler, who will be at the trouble of ſtudying our 
language, may inform the world, that in the reign 
of Queen Anne, Robert Earl of Oxford, a very 
wiſe and excellent man, was made High-Treaſurer, 
and faved his country, which in thoſe days was al- 
Dol rumes by a Foreign War and a Domeſtic Fae- 
tion. Thus much he may be able to pick out, and 
willing to transfer into his new hiſtory ; but the reft 
of your character, which I or any other writer 
may now value ourfelves by drawing, and the par- 
ticular account of the great things done under your 
miniſtry, for which you are already ſo celebrated 
in moſt parts of Europe, will probably be dropped, 
on account of the antiquated ſtyle and manner they 
are delivered in. How then ſhall any man, who 
hath a genius for hiſtory equal to the beſt of the 
ancients, be able to undertake ſuch a work with ſpi- 
rit and chearfnlneſs, when he conſiders that he will 
be read with pleafure but a very few years, and in 
an age or two ſhall hardly be ur:derſtood without an 
interpreter ? This is like employing an excellent ſta- 
tuary to work upon mouldering ſtone. Thoſe, who 
apply their ſtudies to preſerve the memory of others, 


will 
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will always have ſome concern for their own. And 
I believe it is for this reaſon, that ſo few writers 
among us of any diſtinction have turned their 
thoughts to ſuch a diſcouraging employment: for 
the beſt Engliſh hiſtorian mt lie under this mor- 
tifcation, that, when his ſtyle grows antiquated, 
he will be only conſidered as a tedious relator of 
facts; and perhaps conſulted in his turn among 
other neglected authors to furniſh materials for 
ſome future collector. 15 | 
I doubt your lordſhip is but ill entertained with 
a few ſcattered thoughts upon a ſubject, that de- 
ſerves to be treated with ability and care: however, 
I muſt beg leave to add a few words more, perhaps 
not altogether foreign to the ſame matter. I know 
not whether that which I am going to ſay may paſs 
for caution, advice, or reproach, any of which 
will be juſtly thought very improper from one in 
my ſtation to one in yours. However, I muſt ven- 
ture to affirm, that if genius and learning be nor 
encouraged under your lordſhip's adminiſtration, 
you are the moſt inexcuſable perſon alive, All 
your other virtues, my Lord, will be defective 
without this; your affability, candor, and good 
nature; that perpetual agreeableneſs of converſa- 
tion, ſo diſengaged in the midſt of ſuch a weight 
of buſineſs and oppoſition ; even your juſtice, pru- 
dence, and magnanimity, will thine leſs bright 
without it. Your lordſhip is univerfally allowed 
to poſſeſs a very large portion in moſt parts of li- 
terature ; and to this you owe the cultivating thoſe: 
many virtues which otherwiſe would have been leſs: 
adorned, or in lower perfection. Neither can you 
acquit yourſelf of theſe obligations, without letting 
the arts in their turn ſhare your influence and pro- 
tection: beſides, who knows but ſome true genius 
may happen to ariſe under your miniſtry, ex us 
ut aetherius ſol, Every age might perhaps produce 
one or two of theſe to adorn it, if they were not 
E e 3 ſunk 
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funk under the cenſure and obloquy of plodding 
ſervile, imitating pedants; I do not mean by a true 
genius, any bold writer, who breaks through the 
rules of decency to diſtinguiſh himſelf by the fingu- 
larity of his opinions: but one, who upon a de- 
ſerving ſubject is able to open new ſcenes, and diſ- 
cover a vein of true and noble thinking, which ne- 
ver entered into any imagination before ; every 
ſtroke of whoſe pen is worth all the paper blotted 
by hundreds of others in the compaſs of their lives. 
I know, my Lord, your friends all offer in your 
defence, that, in your private capacity, you never 


refuſed your purſe and credit to the ſervice and 


ſupport of learned or ingenious men ; and that e- 
ver ſince you have been in public employment, you 
have conſtantly beſtowed your favours on the moſt 
deſerving oak, But I deſire your lordſhip not 
to be deceived ; we never will admit of theſe ex- 
cuſes, nor will allow your private liberality, as great 
as it is, to attone for your exceſſive public thrifr, 
But here again I am afraid moſt good ſubjects will 
interpoſe in your defence, by alledging the deſpe- 


rate condition you found the nation in, and the 


neceſſity there was for ſo able and faithful a ſteward 
to retrieve it, if poſſible, by the utmoſt frugality. 
We grant all this, my Lord; but then it ought 


likewiſe to be conſidered, that you have already 


ſaved ſeveral millions to the public, and that what 
we aſk is too inconſiderable to break into any rules 
of the ſtricteſt good huſbandry. The French King 
beſtows about half a dozen penſions to learned men 
in ſeveral parts of Europe, and perhaps a dozen in 
his oven kingdom; which in the whole do probably 
not ainount to half the income of many a private 
commoner in England ; yet have more contributed 
to the glory of that prince, than any million he 
hath otherwiſe employed. For learning, like all 
true merit, is eaſily ſatisſied; whilſt the falſe and 
counterfeit is perpetually craving, and never thinks 
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it hath enough. The ſmalleſt favour given by a 
prince, as a mark of eſteem, to reward the 
endowments of the mind, never fails to be return- 
ed with praiſe and gratitude, and loudly celebrated 
to the world. I have known ſome years ago ſeve- 
ral penſions given to particular perfons (how de- 
ſervedly I ſhall not enquire), any one of which, if 
divided into ſmaller parcels, and diſtributed by the 
crown, to thoſe who might upon occaſion diſtin» 
guiſh themſelves by ſome extraordinary production 
of wit or learning, would be amply ſufficient to 
anſwer the end. Or if any ſuch perſons were a- 
bove money (as every great genius certainly is, with 
very moderate conveniencies of life), a medal, or 
{ome mark of diſtinction, would do full as well. 
But I forget my province, and find myſelf turn- 
ing projector before I am aware; although it be 
one of the laſt characters under which I. ſhould 
defire to appear before your Lordſhip, efpecially 
when I have the ambition of aſpiring to that of be- 
ing, with the greateſt reſpect and truth, 


Mr Lonp, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient, moſt obliged, 
and maſt humble ſervant. 


\ 
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London, Feb. 22. 
171 I-12, 
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Some FREE THovonTs upon the PRE= 
SENT. STATE of AFFAIRS“. 


Written in the year 1714. 

WI ATEVER may be thought or practiſed by 
profound politicians, they will hardly be 

able to convince the reaſonable part of mankind, 
that the moſt plain, ſhort, eaſy, and lawful way to 
any good end is not more eligible, than one direct- 


at 


: 
About a month before the demiſe of Queen Anne, the Dean 
having labouted to reconcile the miniſters to each other without ſuc- 
ceſs, retired to the houſe of a friend in Berkſhire, and never ſaw 
them more. But, during this retreat, he wrote the following trea- 
tiſe, which he thought might be ot ſome uſe even in that juncture, 
and ſ:nt it up to London to be printed: but, upon ſome. difference 
in opinion between the author and the late Lord Bolingbroke, the 
ublication was delayed till the Qyzeen's death: and then he recall-d 
his copy. It was afterwards placed in the hands of the late Alder- 
man Barber, from whom it was obtained to be printed; The ruin. 
of the miniſtry by this animofity among themſelves, wa long fore- 
ſeen and foretold by Swift; and it appears by Lord Bolingbroke's let- 
ter to Sir Wi/i;iam Wyndham, that in his heart he renounced his 
friendſhip for Oxford long hefore the concluſion of the peace, tnough 
it did not appea: till afterwards. The peace”, ſays he, „which 
4c had been judged to be the only ſolid foundation whereupon we 
«& could erect a Tory ſyſtem, and yet when it was made we found 
& curſclyes at a ſtand; nay, the very work, which ought to have 
« been the bafis of our ſtrength, was in part demoliſhed before our 
« eyes, and we were ſtoned with the ruins of it.“ Thijs event pro- 
bably rendered the diſunion of the miniftry viſible z ſome principally 
endeavouring to ſecure themſelves, ſome till labouring to eſtabliſh at 
all events the party they had eſpouſed, which ſaw nothing but “ in- 
« creaſe of mortification and nearer approaches to ruin””,- And it is 
not to be wondered at, that when this treatiſe was written, the Dean's 
attempts to reconcile his friends were unſucceſsful; for Bolingbroke 
declares, that he abhorred Oxford o ſuch a degree, that he would 
rather have ſuffered baniſhment or death, than have taken meaſures 

in concert with him to have avoided either, 
When you have read this pamphlet, digito compeſce labellum, Or- 

very, 
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ly contrary in fome or all of theſe qualities. I 
have been frequently affured by great miniſters, 
that politics were nothing but common ſenſe; 
which, as it was the only true thing they ſpoke, fo 
it was the only thing they could have wiſhed I 
ſhould not believe, God hath given the bulk of 
mankind a capacity to uaderſtand reaſon when it 
is fairly offered ; and by ' realon they would _— 
be governed, it it were left to their choice, Thoſe 
yu in all ages, who were moſt diſtinguiſhed 
or their myſterious {&ill in rnment, found 
the event, that they had ill conſulted their own 
quiet, or the eaſe and happineſs of their people : 
nor hath poſterity remembered them with honour; 
fuch as Lyſander and Philip among the Greeks, 
Tiberius in Rome, Pope Alexander the fixth and 
his ſon Cæſar Borgia, een Catherine de Medicis, 
Philip the ſecond of Spain, with many others. Nor 
are examples leſs frequent of miniſters, famed for 
men of deep injrigue, whoſe politics have produced 
little more than murmurings, factions. and dif- 
contents, which uſually terminated in the diſgrace 
and ruin of the anthors. . | 
I can recolle& but three occaſions in a fate, 
where the talents of ſuch men may be thought ne- 
ceflary ; I mean in a ſtate where the prince is obey- 
ed and loved by his ſubjects: firſt, in the nego- 
ciation of a peace; ſecondly, in adjuſting the in- 
tereſts of our own country with thoſe of the na- 
tions round vs, watching the ſeveral motions of 
our neighbours and allies, and preſerving a due 
balance among them : laſtly, in the management 
of parties and factions at home. In the firſt of 
theſe caſes I have often heard it obſerved, that 
ru good ſenſe and a firm adherence to the point, 
ave proved more effectual than all thoſe arts, 
which I remember a great foreign miniſter uſed 
in contempt to call the ſpirit of negociating, In 
the ſecond caſe much wiſdom and a thorough 
knowledge 
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knowledge in affairs, both foreign and domeſtic, 
are certainly required: after which I know no ta- 
lents neceſſary beſides raethod and {kill in the com- 
mon forms of buſineſs. In the laſt caſe, which is 


that of managing parties, there ſeems indeed to be 


more occaſion for employing this gift of the lower 
politics, whenever the tide runs high againſt the 
court and miniſtry, which . ſeldom happens under 
any tolerable adminiſtration, while the true inte- 
reſt of the nation is purſued, But, here in Eng- 
land (for Ido not pretend to eſtabliſh maxims of 
government in general) while the prince and mi- 
niſtry, the clergy, the majority of landed - men, 
and bulk of the people, appear to have the ſame 
views and the ſame principles, it is not obvious to 
me, how thoſe at the helm can have many oppor - 
tunities of ſhewing their {kill in myſtery and re- 
finement, beſides what themſelves think fit to 
create. | 626 
I have been aſſured by men long practiſed in bu- 
faneſs, that the ſecrets of court are much fewer 
than we generally ſuppoſe; and I hold it for the 
greareſt — of court, that they are ſo : becauſe 
the firſt ſprings of great events, like thoſe of great 
rivers, are often ſo mean and fo little, that in de- 
cency they ought to be hid: and therefore mini- 
ſters are ſo wiſe to leave their proceedings to be ac- 
counted for by reaſoners at a diſtance, who often 
mould them into ſyſtems, that do not only go down 
very well in the coffee - houſe, but are ſupplies for 
pampblets in the preſent age, and may probably 
furniſh materials for memoirs and hiſtories in the 
next. 

It is true indeed, that even thoſe who are very 
near the court; and are ſuppoſed to have a large 
fhire in the management of public matters, are apt 
to deduct wrong conſequences, by reaſoning upon 
the cauſes and motives of thoſe actions wherein 


you 
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you a caſe, and aſks your opinion, but conceals 
an <flential circumſtance, upon which the whole 
weight of the matter turns; then he deſpiſeth your 
underſtanding for counſelling him no beiter, and 
concludes he ought to truſt entirely to his own: 
wiſdom. Thus he grows to abound in ſecrets and 
reſerves, even towards thoſe, with whom he ought 
to act in the greateſt confidence and concert: and 
thus the world is brought to judge, that whatever 
be the iſſue and event, it was all foreſeen, contriv- 
ed, and brought to paſs by ſome maſter ſtroke of 
his politics. 8 . $459 
I could produce innumerable inſtances, from my 
own memory and obſervation, of events imputed to 
the profound {kill and addreſs of a miniſter, which 
in reality were either the mere effect of negligence, 
weakneſs, humour, paſſion, or pride, or, at beſt, 
but the natural courſe of things left to themſelves, 
During this very ſeſſion of parliament, a molt 
ingenious gentleman, who hath much credit with 
thoſe in power, would needs have it, that in the 
late diſſenſions at couit, which grew too high to 
be any longer a ſecret, the whole matter was car- 
ried with the utmoſt dexterity on one fide, and 
with manifeſt ill conduct on the other. To prove 
this, he made uſe of the moit plauſible topics, 
drawn from the nature and diſpoſition of the ſeve- 
ral perſons concerned, as well as of her majeſty; 
all which he knows as much of as any man: add 
gave me a detail of the whole, with ſuch an ap- 
pearance of probability, as committed ro writing 
would paſs for an admirable piece of ſecret hiſtory. 
Yet I am at the ſame time convinced by the ſtrong- 
eſt reaſons, that the iſſue of thoſe diſſenſions, as to 
the part they had in the court and houſe of lords, 
was partly owing to very different cauſes, and part- 
ly to the ſituation of affairs, from v hence in that 
conjuncture they could not cafily terminate other» | 
wite | 
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wiſe than they did, whatever unhappy conſequences 

they may have for the future. | 
In like manner I have heard a phyſician pro- 

nounce with great gravity, that he had cured fo 


many patients of malignant fevers, and as many 


more of the ſmall pox ; whereas in truth nine parts 
in ten of thoſe who recovered, owed their lives to 
the ſtrength of nature #nd a good conſtitution, 
while ſuch a one happened to be their doctor. 
Zut, while it is ſo difficult to learn the ſprings and 
motives of ſome facts, add ſo eafy to forget the 
circumſtances of others, it is no wonder they ſhould: 
be ſo groſsly miſrepreſented to the public, by curi- 
ous inquiſitive heads, who proceed altogether upon 
conjectures, and in reaſoniag upon affairs of ſtate, 
are ſure to be miſtaken, by ſearching too deep. 
And as I have known this to be the frequent error 
of many others, ſo I am ſure it hath been perpetu- 
ally mine, whenever | have attempted to diſcover 
the cauſe of political events by refinement and con- 
jecture; Which I muſt acknowledge hath very 
much abated my veneration for what they call 
arcana imperii whereof 1 dare pronounce, that the 
fewer there are in any adminiſtration, it is juſt ſo 
much the better. 1 655 | | 
What I have hitherto ſaid, hath by no means 
been intended to detract from the qualities requiſite 
in thoſe, who are truſted with the adminiſtration. 
of public affairs; on the contrary, I know no ſta» 
tion of life, where great abilities and virtues of all 
kinds are fo highly neceſſary, and where the want 
of any is ſo quickly or univerſally felt. A great 


miniſter hath no virtue for which the public may 


not be the better, nor any defect by which the 
public is not certainy a ſufferer. I have known 
more than once or twice, within four years: paſt, 


an omiſſion, in appearance very {mall, prove-al- 


molt fatal to a whole ſcheme, and very hardly re- 
retrieved, It is not always ſufficient for the — 
I | on 
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ſon at the helm, that he is intrepid in his nature, 
free from any tiucture of avarice or corruption, and 
that he hath great natural and acquired abilities, 

I never thought the reputation of much ſecrecy 
was a character of any advantage to a miniſter, be- 
cauſe it put all other men upon their guard to be 


as ſecret as he, and was conſequently the occaſion 


that perſons and things were always miſrepreſented 
to him: becauſe likewife, too great an affectation 
of ſecrecy is uſually thought to be attended with 
thoſe little intrigues and refinements, which among 
the vulgar denominate a man a great politician; but 
among others is apt, whether deſervedly or no, to 
acquire the opinion of cunning : a talent, which 
differs as much from the true knowledge of govern- 
ment, as that of an attorney from an able lawyer, 
Neither indeed am I altogether convinced, that this 
habit of multiplying ſecrets may not be carried on, 
ſo far as to ſtop that communication which is ne- 


ceſſary, in ſome degree, among all who have an 


conſiderable part in the management of public af- 
fairs: becauſe 1 have obſerved the inconveniencies 
ariſing from a want of love between thoſe who were 
to give directions, to have been of as ill conſequence 
as any that could happen from the diſcovery of ſe- 
crets. I ſuppoſe, when a building is to be erected, 


the model may be the contrivance only of one head; 


and it is ſufficient that the vnder-workmen be or- 
dered to cut ſtones into certain ſhapes, and place 
them in certain poſitions: but the ſeveral maſter- 
builders muſt have ſome general knowledge of the 
deſign, without which they can give no orders at 
all. And, indeed, I do not know a greater mark 
of an able miniſter, than that of rightly adapting 
the ſeveral faculties of men; nor is any thing more 
to be lamented than the impracticableneſs of doing 
this in any great degree under our preſent circum- 
ſtances, while ſo m.ny ſhut themſelves out by ad- 
hering to a faction, and while the court is inflaved 
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to the impatience of others, who deſire to {ell their 
vote, or their intereſt, as dear as they can, But 
whether this hath not been ſubmitted ro more than 
was neceſſary, whether it hath not been dangerous 
in the <xample, and pernicious in the practice, I 
will leave to the inquiry of choſe who can better de- 
termine. | | 

It may be matter of no little admiration to conſi - 
der in tome lights the ſtate of affairs among us tor 
four years paſt. The Queen finding herſeli, and 
the majority of her kingdom, grown weary of the 
ayarice and inſolence, the miſtaken politics, and 
deſtructive principles of her former miniſters ; calls 
to the ſervice of the public another fet of men, who, 
by confeſſion of their enemics, had equal abilities 
at leaſt with their predeceſſors; whoſe intereſt made 
it neceſſary for them (although their inclinations 
had been otherwiſe,) to act upon thoſe maxims, 
which were moſt agreeable to the conſtitution in 
church and ſtate z whoſe birth and patrimonies gave 
them weight in the nation; and who (I ſpeak of 
thoſe who were to have the chief part in affairs,) 
had long lived under the ſtricteſt bons of friend- 
ſhip: with all theſe advantages, ſupported by a vaft 
majority of the landed intereſt, and the inferior 
clergy almoſt to a man, we have ſeveral times ſeen 
the preſent adminiſtration in the greateſt diſtreſs, 
and very near the brink of ruin, together with the 
cauſe of the church and monarchy committed to 
their charge; neither doth it appear to me at the 
minute I am now writing, that their power or du- 
ration are upon any tolerable foot of ſecurity : which 
I dornot ſo much impute to the addreſs and induſ- 
try of their enemies, as to ſome failures among 
themſelves, which I think have been full as viſible 
in their cauſes as their effects. 

Nothing hath given me greater indignation than 
to behold a miniſtry, who came with the advantages 
I have repreſented, acting ever ſince upon _ 
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fenfive in the Houſe of Lords with a majority on 
their ſide, and, inſtead of calling others to account, 
as it was reaſonably expected, mifpending their 
time and lofing many opportunities of doing good, 
becauſe a ſtruggling faction kept them continually 
in play. This courage among the adverſaries of 
the court was inſpired into them by various inci- 
dents, for every one of which I think the miniſters, 
or (if that was the caſe,) the miniſter alone is to 
anſwer. - a 
For, firſt, that race of politicians, who in the 
cant phraſe are called the whimficals ®, was never 
fo numerous, or at leaft fo active, as it hath been 
ſince the great change at court; many of thoſe who 
pretended wholly to be in with the principles, upon 
which her Majeſty and her new ſervants proceeded, 
either abſenting themſelves with the utmoſt indif- 
ference, in thoſe conjunctures whereon the whole 
cauſe depended, or fiding directly with the enemy. 
I very well remember, when this miniſtry was not 
above a year old, there was a little murmuring 
among ſuch as are called the higher Tories or 
Churchmen, that quicker progreſs was not made in 
removing thoſe of the diſcomemed party out of em- 
ployments. I remember likewiſe, the reaſonings 
upon this matter were various, even among many 
who were allowed to know a good deal of the in- 
fide of the court : ſome fuppoled the Queen was at 
firſt prevailed on to make that great change, with 
no other view than that of acting for the future up- 
on a moderating ſeheme, in order to reconcile both 
. and I believe there might poffibly have been 
e grounds for this fuppoſition. Others con- 
ceived the employments were left undiſpoled of, in 


* Whimſicals were Tories who had been eager for the concluſion 
of the peace, tul the treaties were perfechd, then they could come 
up to no direct approbation, In the olamour raiſed about the danger 
of the ſucceſſion, they joined the Whigs, and declared directly againſt- 
their paity, and affected in moſt other points a moſt glorious neutra - 
hty, See Bolingbroke's letter to Wyndham, p. 48, 49. 
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order to keep alive the hopes of many more impa- 
tient candidates than ever could be gratificd. This 
hath ſince been looked on as a very high ſtrain of 

litics, and to have ſucceeded accordingly ; becauſe 
it is the opinion of many, that the numerous pre- 
tenders to places would never have been kept in or- 
der, if all expectation had been eut off. Others 
were yet more refined ; and thought it neither wiſe 
nor ſafe wholly to extinguiſh all oppoſition trom 
the other ſide ; becauſe in the nature of things it 
was abſolutely neceſſary that there ſhould be parties 
in an Engliſh parliament; and a faction, already 
odious to the people, might be ſuffered to continue 
with leſs danger, than any new one that could ariſe. 
To confirm this, it was ſaid, that the majority in 
the Houſe of Commons was too great on the fide of 


the High-church, and began to form themſelves in- 


to a body, (by the name of the October Club,) in 
order to put the miniſtry under ſubjection. Laſtly, 
the danger of | introducing too great a number of 
unexperienced men at once into office, was urged 
as an irrefragable reaſon for making changes by ſlow 
degrees. To diſcard an able officer from an em- 
ployment, or part of a commiſſion, where the re- 


venue or trade were concerned, for no other reaſon 


but differing in ſome principles of government, 
might be of terrible conſequenee. C 

However, it is certain, that none of theſe excuſes 
were able to paſs among men, who argued only 
from the principles of general reaſon. For firſt, 
they looked upon all ſchemes of comprehenſion to 


be as viſionary and impoſſible in the ſtate, as in the 


church. Secondly, while the ſpirit raiſed by the 
trial of Dr. Sache verel continued in motion, men 
were not ſo keen upon coming in themſelves, as to 
ſee their enemies out, and deprived of all aſſiſtance 
to do miſchief: and it is urged further, that this 
general ambition of hunting after places, grew 
chiefly from ſeeing them ſo long undiſpoſed * and 
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from too general an encouragement by promiſes, to 
all who were thought capable of doing either good 
or hurt. Thirdly, the fear of creating another 
party, in caſe the preſent faction were wholly ſub- 
dued, was, in the opinion of plain men, and in re- 
gard to the ſituation of our affairs, too great a ſa- 
crifice of the nation's ſafety to the genius of politics; 
conſidering how much was to be done, and how 
little time might probably be allowed. Beſides, the 
diviſions of a Houle of Commons into court and 
country parties, which was the evil they ſeemed to 
apprehend, could never be dangerous to a good 
miniſtry, who had the true intereſt and conſtitution 
of their country at heart : as for the apprehenſion 
of too great a majority in the Houſe of Commons, 
it appeared to be ſo vain, that upon ſome points of 
importance the court was hardly able to procure one. 
And the October Club, which appeared ſo formi- 
dable at firſt to ſome politicians, proved in the ſe- 
quel to be the chief ſupport of thoſe who ſuſpected 
them. It was likewiſe very well known that the 
greateſt part of thoſe men, whom the former mi- 
niſtry left in poſſeſſion of employments, were loud- 
ly charged with inſufficiency or corruption, over 
and above their obnoxious tenets in religion and go- 
verament; fo that it would have been a matter of 
ſome difficulty to make a worſe choice; beſides, that 
plea for keeping men of factious principles in em- 
ployment upon the ſcore of their abilities, was 
thought to be extended a little too far, and con- 
ſtrued to take in all employments whatſoever, al- 
though many of them required no more abilities 
than would ſerve to qualify a gentleman uſher at 
court: ſo that this laſt excuſe for the very flow 
ſteps made in diſarming the adverſaries of the 
crown, was allowed indeed to have more plauſibi- 

lity, but leſs truth than any of the former. 
E do not here pretend to condemn the counſels 
or actions of the preſent miniſtry : their ſafety and 
| F f 3 jutereſt 
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intereſt are viſibly united with thoſe of the public; 
they are perſons of unqueſtionable abilities, altoge - 
altogether unſuſpected of avarice or corruption, 
and have the advantage to be further recommended 
by the dread and hatred of the oppoſite faction. 
However, it is manifeſt, that the zeal of their 
friends hath been cooling towards them for above 
two years paſt ; they have been frequently deſerted 
or diſtreſſed upon the moſt preſſing * and 
very near giving up in deſpair: their characters have 
been often treated with the utmoſt barbarity and 
injuſtice in both houſes, by ſcurrilous and enraged 
orators; while their neareft friends, and even thoſe 
who muſt have a ſhare in their diſgrace, never of- 
fered a word in their vindication. 

When I examine- with myſelf what occaſions the 
miniſtry may have given for this coldnefs, incon- 
ſtancy, and diſcontent among their friends, I at 
the ſame time recollect the various conjectures, rea- 
ſonings, and ſuſpicions, which have run fo freely 
for three years paſt, concerning the deſigns of the 
court: I do not only mean ſuch conjectures, as are 
born ia a coffee-houſe, or invented by the malice 
of a party, but alſo the concluſions (however miſta- 
ken, ) of wiſe and good men, whoſe quality and ſta- 
tion fitted them to underſtand the reaſon of public 
proceedings, and in whoſe power it lay to recom- 
mend or diſgrace an adminiſtration to the people. I 
muſt therefore take the boldneſs to aflert, that all 
theſe diſcontents, how ruinous ſoever they may 
prove in the conſequences, have moſt unneceſſarily 
ariſen from the want of a due communication and 
concert. Every man muſt have a light ſufficient for 
che length of the way he is appointed to go; there 
is a degree of confidence due to all ſtations; and a 
petty conſtable will neither act chearfully or wiſely 
without that ſhare of it, which properly belongs to 
him: although the main ſpring in a watch be out 
of light, there is an intermediate communication 
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between it and the ſmalleſt wheel, or elſe no uſeſul 
motion could be performed. This reſerved myſte- 
rious way of acting, upon points where thete ap- 
peared not the leaſt occaſion for it, and towards 
perſons, who at leaſt, in right of their poſis, ex- 
pected a more open treatment, was imputed to ſome 
hidden defign, which every man conjectured to be 
the very thing he was moſt afraid of. Thoſe who. 
profeſſcd the height of what is called the church. 
principle, ſuſpected, that a: comprehenfion was in- 
tended, wherein the moderate men on both ſides 
might be equally employed. Others went farther, 
and dreaded ſuch a comprehenſion, as directly tend- 
ing to bring the old exploded principles and perſons 
once more into play. Again, ſome affected to be 
uneaſy about the ſucceſſion, and ſeemed to think 
there was a view of introducing that perſon, what- 
ever he is, who pretends to claim the crown by in- 
heritance. Others, eſpecially of 1:te, ſurmiſed on 
the contrary, that the demands of the houſe of 
Hanover were induſtriouſly fomented by ſome in 
wer, without the privity of the —— or . 
ow, although theſe accuſations were too inconſiſ- 
tent to be all ot them true, yet they were malici- 
ouſly ſuffered to paſs, and thereby took off much 
of that popularity, which thoſe at the helm ſtood 
in need of, to ſupport them under the difficulties 
of a long perplexing negotiation, a daily addition of 
public debts, and an exhauſted treaſury. 
But the effects of this myſtical manner of pro- 
ceeding did not end here: for the late diſſenſions 
between the great men at court (which have been, 
for ſome time paſt, the public entertainment of eve · 
ry coffeehouſe,) are ſaid to have ariſen from the 
ſame fountain; while on one ſide very great re- 
ſerve, and certainly very great reſentment on the 
other *, if we may believe general report, (for I 


Lord Oxford's reſerve was the cau'e of Bolingbroke's reſentment. 
pretend 
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pretend to know no farther,) have inflamed animo- 
ſities to ſuch a height, as to make all reconcilement 
impracticable. e this to be true, it may 
terve for a great leſſon of humiliation to mankind, 
to behold the habits and paſſions of men, otherwiſe 
highly accompliſhed, triumphing over intereſt, 
friendſhip, honour, and their own perſonal ſafety, 
as well as that of their country, and probably of a 
moſt gracious princes, who hath intruſted it to 
them. A ſhip's crew quarreling in a ſtorm, or 
while their enemies are within gun- ſhot, is but a 
faint idea of this fatal infatuation : of which, altho' 
it be hard to ſay enough, ſome people may think 
perhaps I have already ſaid too much. 

Since this unhappy incident, the deſertion of 
friends, and loſs of reputation, have been fo great, 
that. I do not fee how the miniſters could have con- 
tinued many weeks in their ſtations, if their oppo- 
ſers of all kinds had agreed about the methods by 
which they ſhould be ruined : and their preſervation 
hitherto ſeems to reſemble his, who had two poi- 
ſons given him- together of contrary operations. 

It may ſeem very impertinent in one of my level 
to point out to thoſe who fit at the helm, what 
courſe they oughr to ſteer. I know enough of courts. 
to be ſenſible, how mean an opinion great miniſters 
have of moſt men's underſtanding ; to a degree, 
hat in any other ſcience would be called the groſ- 
ſeſt pedantry. However, unleſs 1 offer my ſenti- 
ments in this point, all I have hitherto faid will be 
to no purpoſe, a | 

The general wiſhes and deſires of a people are 
perhaps more obvious to other men, than to mini- 
ſters of ſta'e, There are two points of the higheſt 
importance, wherein a very great majority of the 
kingdom appear perfectly hearty and unanimous. 
Firſt, that the church of England ſhould be pre- 
ſerved entire in all her rights, powers and privileges; 
all doctrines relating to government „ 
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which ſhe condemns ; all ſchiſms, ſects and here» 
ſies diſcountenanced and kept under due ſubjection, 
as far as conſiſts with the lenity of our conſtitution 3 
her open enemies (among whom I include at leaſt 
diſſenters of all denominations; not truſted with the | 
ſmalleſt degree of civil or military power ; and her | 

ſecret adverſaries, under the name of Whigs, Low- 
church, Republicans, Moderation men and the 
like, receive no marks of favour from the crown, 
o_ what they ſhould deſerve by a fincere reforma- 

on. 

Had this point been ſteadily purſued in all its 
parts, for three years paſt, and aſſerted as the a- | 
vowed. reſolution. of the court, there muſt probably 1H 
have been an end of faction, which hath been able 
ever fince with ſo much vigour to diſturb and in- 
ſult the adminiſtration. I know very well, that 
ſome refiners pretend to argue for the uſefulneſs 
of parties in ſuch a government as ours: I have [| 
ſaid ſomething of this already, and have heard a | 
you many idle wiſe topics upon the ſubject, But- 

ſhall not argue that matter at preſent ; I ſuppoſe, 
if a man thinks it neceſſary to play with a ſerpent, | 
he will chaſe one of a kind that is leaſt miſchiev- 
ous ; otherwiſe, although it appears to be cruſhed, 
it may have life enough ta ſting him to death. So, 1 
I think it is not ſafe tampering with the preſent | 
faction, at leaſt at this juncture: firſt, becauſe 
their principles and practices have been already ve- 
ry dangerous to the conſtitution in church and 
ſtate :. ſecondly, becauſe they are highly irritated, 
with the loſs of their power, full of venom» and 
vengeance, and prepared to execute every thing 
that rage or malice can ſuggeſt :. but principally be- 
cauſe they have prevailed by miſrepreſen tations and 
other artifices, to make the ſucceſſor look upon 
them as the only perſons he can truſt : upon which 
account they cannot be too ſoon, or too much dif- 
abled : neither will England. ever be ſafe from the 

attempts 
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attempts of this wicked confederacy, until their 
ſtreugth and intereſt be ſo far reduced, that, for 
the future it ſhall not be in the power of the crown 
although in conjunction with any rich and factious 
body of men, to chuſe an ill majority in the Houſe 
ot Commons. | 

One ſtep very neceflary to this great work, will 
be to regulate the army, and chiefly thoſe troops, 
which in their turns have the care of her Majeſty's 
perſon; who are moſt of them fitter to guard a 
prince under an high court of juſtice, than ſeated 
on the throne. peculiar hand of providence 
hath hatherto preſerved her Majeſty, encompaſſed, 
whether fleeping or travelling, by her enemies : 
but fince religion teacheth us, that providence 
ought not to be tempted, it is ill venturing to truſt 
that precious life any longer to thoſe, who, by 
their public behaviour and diſcourſe, difcover their 
impaticnce to ſee it at an end; that they may have 
liberty to be the inſtruments of glutting at once the 
revenge of their patrons and their own, It ſhould 
be well remembered, what a fatisfaftion theſe gen- 
tlemen (after the example of their betters) were fo 
ſanguine to cxpreſs upon the Queen's laſt illneſs at 
Windior, and what threatenings they uſed of refuſ- 
ing to obey their general, in cafe that ilineſs had 
proved tatal. Nor do I think it a want of charity 
to ſuſpect. that, in ſuch an evil day, an enrag- 
ed faction would be highly pleaſed with the 
x of the ſword, and with great connivance 

ve it fo long unſkeathed, until they were got 
rid of their moſt tormidable adverſaries. In the 
mean time it muſt be a very melancholy proſpect, 
that, whenever it ſhall pleaſe God to vitit us with 
this calamity, thoſe who are paid to be defenders 
of the civil power, will ſtand ready for any acts of 
violence, that a junto, compoſed of the greateſt e · 
_ to the conſtitution, ſhall think fit to enjoin 

Mm. 
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The other point of great importance is the ſecu» 
_ rity of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Ma- 
nover: not from any partiality to that illuſtrious 
houſe, turther than as it hath had the honour to 
mingle with the blood royal of Englaud, and is the 
neareſt branch of our legal line retormed from po- 
pery. This point hath one advantage over the for- 
mer, that both parties profeſs to deſire the ſame 
bleſſing for poſterity, but differ about the means of 
ſecuring it. From wheuce it hath come to pals, 
that the proteſtant ſueceſſion, in appearance the. 
deſire of the whole nation, bath proved the great · 
eſt topic of ſlander, jealouſy, ſuſpicion and diſcon- 
tent. 

I have been fo curious as to aſk ſeveral acquain- 
tances among the oppoſite party, whether they, or 
their leaders, did really ſuſpect there had been ever 
any deſign in the miniſtry io weaken the ſucceſſion 
in favour of the pretender, or of any other perſon 
whatſoever, Some of them freely anſwered in the 
negative : others were of the ſame opinion, but ad- 
ded, they did not know what might be done in 
time, and upon farther provocations : others again 
ſeemed to believe the aftirmative,, but could never 
— any plauſible grounds for their belief. I 

ve likewiſe been aſſured by a perſon of ſome con- 
ſequence, that, during a very near and conſtant 
familiarity with the great men at court for four 
years paſt, he never could obſerve, even in thoſe 
hours of converſation where there is uſually leaſt. 
reſtraint, that one word ever paſſed among them to 
ſhew a diſlike to the preſent ſettlement ; although 
they would ſometimes lament, that the falſe repre- 
ſentation of their's and the kingdom's enemies had 
made ſome impreſſions in the mind of the ſucceſſor. 
As to my own circle of acquaintance, I can ſafely 
affirm, that, excepting thoſe who are nonjurors by 
profeſſion, I have not met with above two perſons 
who appeared to have any ſcruples concerning the 

| | . preſent 
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eſent limitation of the crown. I therefore think 
it may very impartially be pronounced, that the 
number of thoſe, who wiſh to ſee the ſon of the 
abdicated prince upon the throne, is altogether in- 
conſiderable, And further, I believe it will be 
found, that there are none who ſo much dread a- 
ny attempt he ſhall make for the recovery of his 
imagined rights, as the Roman Catholics of Eng- 
land ; who love their freedom and properties too 
well to defire his entrance by a French army, and a 
field of blood; who muſt continue upon the ſame 
foot if he changeth his religion, and muſt expect 
to be the firſt and greateſt ſufferers if he ſhould 
happen to fail. | 
As to the perſon of this nominal prince, he lies 
under all manner of diſadvantages : the vulgar i- 
magine him to have been a child impoſed upon 
| the nation, by the fraudulent zeal of his parents 
and their bigotted counſellors ; who took ſpecial 
care, againſt all the rules of common policy, to e- 
ducate him in their hateful ſuperſtition, ſucked in 
with his milk and confirmed in his manhood, too 
ſtrong to be now ſhaken by Mr. Leſley “; and a 
- counterfeit converſation will be too groſs to paſs 
upon the kingdom, after what we have ſeen and 
ſuffered from the like practice in his father. He is 
likewiſe ſaid to be of weak intellectuals, and an un- 
ſound conſtitution: he was treated contemptibly e- 
nough by the young princes of France, even dur- 
ing the war; is nor wholly neglected by that 
crown, and driven to live in exile upon a ſmall ex- 
hibition : he is utterly unknown in England, which 
he left in the cradle : his father's friends are moſt 
of them dead, the reſt antiquated or poor. Six and 


.* Leſley was a nonjurirg clergyman, who wrote a letter from 
Barleduc in Lorrain, the place of the preteader's refidence, addreſſed 
to's member of pariizment in Lord:n, in praiſe and on behalf of 
_ prince, The letter was printed, and publicly handed about in 

don. ; 4 | 
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twenty years have almoſt paſt fince the revolution, 
and the bulk of thoſe who are now moſt in action, 
either at court, in parliament, or public offices, 
were then boys at ſchool or the univerſities, and 
look upon that great change to have happened dur- 
ing a period of time for which they are not ac- 
countable, 'The logic of the higheſt tories is now, 
that this was the eſtabliſhment they found, as ſoon _ 
as they arrived to a capacity of judging ; that they 
had no hand in turning out the late king, and 
therefore have no crime to anſwer for, if it were a- 
ny : that the inheritance to the crown is fixed in 
purſuance of laws made ever ſince their remem- 
brance, by which all papiſts are excluded, and they 
have no other rule to go by: that they will no 
more diſpute King William III's. title, than King 
William I's.; fince they muſt have recourſe to hi- 
ſtory for both: that they have been inſtructed in | 
the doctrines of paſſive obedience, non-refiſtance | 
and hereditary-right, and find them all neceffary | 
for preſerving the preſent eſtabliſhment in chuteli 
and Rate, and for continuing the ſucceſſion in the 
houſe of Hanover, and mult, in their own opinion' 
renounce all thoſe doctr ines, by ſetting” up any o- 
ther title to the crown. ' This, I fay, ſeems to be 
the political creed of all the high · principled men 
have for ſome time met with of forty years old and 
under; which although I do not pretend to juſtify 
in every part, yet I am ſure it ſets the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion upon a much ſirnier foundation, than all 
the indigeſted ſchemes of thoſe who profeſs to act 
upon what they call revolution - principle. 
Neither ſhould it perhaps be ſoon forgotten, that, | 
daring the greateſt ſicentiouſneſs of the preſs, while | 
the ſacred character of the Queen was every day ind 
ſulted in factious papers and ballads,” not the leaſt 
reflecting inſinuation ever appeared againſt the Ha- 
nover family, whatever occaſion was offered to in- 
Voĩl. L 888 tears 
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one or two migiſters from thence. | 

From all theſe conſiderations, I muſt therefore 
lay it down as an inconteſtable truth, that the ſuc- 
ceſſion to theſt kingdoms in the illuſtrious houſe of 
Hanover, is as firmly fecurcd as the nature ot the 
thing can poſſibly admit; by the oaths of all thoſe 
who are iniruſted with any office, by the very prin- 
ciples of thoſe who are termed the High Church, 
by the general inclinations of the people, by the in- 
fignificancy of that perſon- who claims it from in- 

heritance and the liitle aſſiſtance he can expect, ei- 
ther from priaces abroad, or adherents at home. 

. However, ſince the virulent oppoſers of the queen 
and her adminiſtration, have ſo far prevailed by 
their emiflaries at the court of Hanover, and by 
their practices upon one or two ignorant, unman- 
nerly Meſſengers from thence, as to make the Elec- 
tor defire ſome farther ſecurity, and ſend over a 
Memorial here 10 that end: I he great queſtion is, 
how to give reaſonabie ſatisfaction to His, Highneſs, 
and (what is. infinitely of greater conſequence) at 
the ſame time, conſult the honour and ſafety of 
the Queen, whoſe quiet Poſſeſũon is of much more 
conſequence to us of the preſent age, than his Re- 
verſion. | The ſubſtance of his memorial, if I re- 
min it right, is to deſire tuat ſome one of his tami- 
ly might live in England, with ſuch a maintenance 
as is uſual to thoſe of the royal blood, and that 
certain titles ſaould be conferred upon the reſt, ac- 
vording to ancient cuſtom. The memorial doth 
not ſpecify which of the family ſhould be invited 
to reũde here; and if it had, I believe however her 
Majeſty would have looked upon it as a circum- 
Nance leſt to her own. choice. 

But, as all this is moſt manifeſtly unneceſſary in 
uſelf, and. only in compliance with the miſtaken 
doubts of a preſumptive heir; ſo the nation would 
(10-ſpeak in the language of Mr. Steel) expe, — 

er 
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her Majeſty ſhould be made perfectly eaſy from 
that tide for the tuture no more to be alarmed with 
apprehenſions of viſits or demands of writs, where 


* the hath not thought fix to give any invitation, 
The nation would likewiſe expect: that there ſhould- 


be an end of all private commerce between that 
court and the leaders of a party here; and, that 
his Electoral Highneſs ſhould declare himſelf entire - 
ly ſatisfied with all her Majeſty's proceedings, her 
treaties of peace and commerce, her alliances abroad 
her choice of miniſters at home, and particularly 
in her moſt gracious condeſcenſiens, to his requeſt :- 
that he would, upon all proper occaſions, aud in 
the moſt public manner, diſcover his utter diflike 
of factious perſons and principles, but, eſpecially 
of chat party, which under the pretence or ſhelter 
of his protection, hath fo long diſquiered the king- 
dom: and laſtly, that he would acknowledge the 
goodneſs of the Queen, and juſtice of the nation, 
in ſo fully ſecuring the ſucceſſion to his family. 

It is indeed a problem which I could never com- 
prehended, why the court of Hanover, who have 
all along thought themſelves fo —— ſecure in 
the affections, the prine 8 the profeſſions of 
the Low-Church party, — | 
ed, according to the ufual politics of princes, to 
gain over thoſe who were repreſented as their ene- 
mies; fince theſe ſuppoſed enemies had ſo many ad- 
vances, were in poſſeſſion of all the powers, had 
framed the very ſettlement to which that illuſtrious 
family owes its claim ; had all of thera abjured the 
pretender ; were now employed in the great offices 
of ſtate, and compoſed a majority in both houſes 
of parliament. Not to mention, that the Queen 


2 BaronSchots, envoy extraordinary from the Elector of Hanover, » 
demanded a Writ for the Electoral Prince to fit in the houſe of — 
as Duke of Cambridge, and it was —— 1 
have made a viſit to the Court of London. 
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herſelf, with' the bulk of the landed gentry and 
commonalty throughout the kingdom, were of the 
number. This, one would think, might be a ſtrength 
ſufficient not only to obſtruct but to beſtow a luc - 
ceſſion: and ſince the preſumed heir could not but 
be per ſectly ſecure of the other party, whole great- 
eſt avowed grievance was the pretended danger of. 
his future rights; it might therefore ſurely have 
been worth his while, to have made at leaſt one ſtep. 
towards cultivating a fair correſpondence with the. 
power in poſſtflion, Neither could thoſe, who are 
called his friends, have blamed him, or with the. 
leaſt decency enter into any engagements for defeat - 
ing his title, | : _ 1 
But why may not the reaſons of this proceeding. 
in the elector be directly contrary to what is com- 
monly imagined ? Methinks I could endeavour to 
belicve, that his Highneſs is thoroughly acquainted. 
with boch parties; is convinced, that no true mem- 
ber of the church of England can eaſily be ſhaken- 
in his principles of loyalty, or forget the obligation 
of an oath, by. any provocation: That theſe are 
therefore the people he intends to rely upon, and- 
keeps only fair with the others, from a true notion. 
he hath of their doctrines, which prompt them to- 
forget their duty upon every motive of intereſt or- 
ambition. If this conjecture be right, his Highneſs. 
cannot ſure but entertain a very high eſteem of ſuch 
miniſters, who continue to act under the dread and- 
appearance of a ſucceſſor's utmoſt diſpleaſure, and 
the threats of an enraged faction, whom he is ſup- 
poſed alone to favour, and to be guided entirely in 
his judgement of Brivſh affairs and perſous by their 


opinions. 


But to return from this digreflion : the preſence 
of that infant prince * among us could not, I think, 


The infant prince was the ſon of the electoral prince of Hanover 
who might be choſen to reſide here in conſequence of the Memorial. 
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in any ſort, be inconſiſtent with · the ſafety of the 
Queen; he would be in no danger of being corrup- 
ted in his principles, or expoſed in his perſon by 
vicious companions ; he could be at the head of no 
factious clubs and cabals, nor be attended by a hi- 
red rabble, which his flatterers might repreſent as. 
popularity. He would have none of that impatience 
which the frailty of human nature gives to expect - 
ing heirs. There would be no pretence for men to 
make their court by affecting German modes and 
refinements in dreſs or behaviour: nor would there 
be an occaſion of infinuating to him, how much 
more his levee was frequented than the anti cham- 
bers of St, James's. Add to all this, the advanta- 
ges of being educated in our religion, laws, lan- 

uage, manners, nature of the government, each 
fo very different from thoſe he would leave behind. 
By which likewiſe he might be highly uſeful to his 
father, if that prince ſhould happen to ſurvive her. 

_ Majeſty. 

The late King William, who, after his marriage” 
with the lady Mary of England, could have no 
probable expectation of the crown, and very little e- 
ven of being a Queen's huſband, (the Duke of Tork 
having a young wife,) was no ſtranger to our lan- 
guage or manners, and went often to the chapel - 
of his princeſs; which I obſerve the rather, becauſe 
I could heartily wiſh the ſame diſpoſition were in- 
another court, and becauſe it may be diſagreeable 

to a prince to take up new doCtrines on a ſudden, 
or ſpeak to his ſubjeQs by an interpreter. 

Aa ill-patured or inquiſitive man may ſtill, - per - 
haps, deſire to preſs the queſtion farther, by aſk- 
ing, what is to be done, in caſe it ſhould ſo happen. 
that this maleyolent working party at home hath. 
credit enough with the court of Hanover, to conti- 
nue the ſuipicion, jealouſy, and uncaſineſs theres 
againſt rhe Queen and her miniſtry ;.to make ſuch 
demands be till infiſted on, as are by no-means 
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thought proper to be complied with ; and in the 
mean time toſtand at arms length with her Mzjeſty, 
and in cloſe conjunction with thoſe who oppoſe her. 

I take the anſwer to be eaſy; in all conteſts, the 
ſafeſt way is to put thoſe we diſpute with, as much 
in the wrong as we can. When her Majeſty ſhall 
have offered ſuch or the like conceſſions as I have 
above mentioned, in order to remove thoſe ſcruples, 
artificially raiſed in the mind of the expectant heir, 
and to divide him from that faction by which he is 
ſuppoſed to have been miſled; ſhe hath done as 
much as any prince can do, and more than any 
other wauld probably do in her caſe; and will be 


juſtified before God and man, whatever be the 


event, The equitable part of thoſe who now fide 
againſt the court, will probably be more temperare;. 
and, if a due diſpatch be made in placing the civil 
and military power in the hands of fuch as wiſh 
well to the conſtitution, it cannot be any way for 
the quiet or intereſt of a ſueceſſor to gratiſy ſo ſmall 
A faction, as will probably then remain, at the ex- 
pence of a much more numerous and conſiderable 
part of his ſubjects. Neither do I ſee how the | 
principles of ſuch a party, either in religion or go- 
vernment, will prove * agrecable, becauſe I 
think Luther and Calvin ſeem to have differed as 


much as any two among the reformers : and be- 


cauſe a German prince will probably be ſuſpicious 
of thoſe who think they can never depreſs the Ne. 
rogative enough. 

But ſuppoſing, once for all, as far as poſſible, 
that the Elector ſhould utterly refuſe to be upon 
any terms of confidence with the preſent miniſtry, 
and all others of their principles, as enemies to him 


and the ſucceMion ; nor eaſy with the Queen her- 


ſelf, but upon ſuch conditions as will not be 


thought confiſtent with her ſafety and honour; 


and continue to place all his hopes and truſt in the 


ie party: I 2 it were humbly to be 


wiſhed, 


* * 


any of her moſt zealous and loyal ſubjects can de- 
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_ wiſhed, that whenever the ſucceſſion ſhall take place, 


the alterations intended by the new prince ſhould be 
made by himſelf, and not by his deputies ; becaufe 
I am of opinion, that the clauſe empowering the 
ſucceſſor to appoint a latent uplimited number, ad- 
ditional to the ſeven regents named in the act, went 
upon a ſuppoſition, that the fecret committee would 
be of ſuch, whoſe enmity and contrary principles 
diſpoſed them to confound the reſt, King William, 
whoſe title was much more controverted than that 
of her Majeſty's ſucceſſor can ever probably be, did 
for ſeveral years leave the adminiſtration. of the 
kingdom in the hands of Lords Juſtices, during the 
height ot a war, and while the abdicated prince 
himſelf was frequently attempting an invaſion : from 
whence one might imagine, that the regents ap- 
pointed by parliament upon the demile of the 


crown, would be able to keep the peace during an 


abſence of a few wecks without any colleagues, 
However, I am pretty confident that the only rea- 


fon, why a power was given of chuſing dormant 


viceroys, was to take away all pretence of a neceſſi- 
ty to invite over any of the family here, during her 
Majeſty's life. So that I do not well apprehend what 
arguments the Elector can uſe to inſiſt upon both. 

To conclude, the only way of ſecuring the con- 
ſtitution in church and ſtate, and conſequently this 
very Proteſtant ſucceſſion itſelf, will be by leflening 
the power of our domeſtic adverſaries as much as 
can poſſibly conſiſt with the lenity of our govern- 


ment; and if this be not ſpeedily done, it will be 


eaſy to point where the nation is to fix the blame; 
for we are well aſſured, that ſince the account her 


Majeſty received of the cabals, the triumphs, the 


inſolent behaviour of the whole faction during her 


late illneſs at Windſor, ſhe hath been as willing to 


ſee them deprived of all power to do miſchief, as 
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TrovcnTs on Various SuBJECTS. 


W E have juſt enough religion to make us hate, 
but not enough to make us love one ano» 
ther. b 

Reflect on things paſt, as wars, negotiations, 
factions, &c. we enter ſo little into thoſe intereſts, 
that we wonder how men could poſſibly be fo buſy 
and concerned for things ſo tranſitory ; look on the 
preſent times, we find the ſame humour, yet won- 

der nor at all. N 4 | 

A wiſe man endeavours, by conſidering all cir- 
cumſtances, to make conjectures, and form con- 
cluſions; but the ſmalleſt accident interveening, 
(and in the courſe of affairs it is impoſſible to fore - 
ſee all,) does often produce ſuch turns and changes, 
that at laſt he is juſt ſo much in doubt of events as 
the moſt ignorant and unexperienced perſon. 

Poſitiveneſs is a good quality for preachers and 
orators, becauſe he that would obtrude his thoughts 
and reaſons upon a multitude, will convince others 
the more, as he appears convinced hiimſelf. 

How. is it poſſible to expect that mankind will 
take advice, when they will not ſo much as take 
warning? ul 1% $ | 

I forget whether advice be among the loſt things 
- which Ariſtotle ſays are to be found in the moon; 
that and time ought to have been there 
No preacher is liſtened to but time, which gives 
us the fame train and turn of thought that elder 
people have tried in vain to put into our heads be- 
fore. | | 
When we deſire or ſollicit any thing, our minds 
run wholly on the good fide or circumitances of it; 

a when 
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when it is obtained, our minds run wholly on the 
bad ones. | | 

In a glaſs-houſe. the workmen often fling in a 
ſmall quantity of freſh coals, which ſeems ro-dif- 
turb the fire, but very much enlivens it. I his ſeems 
to allude to a gentle ſtirring of the paſſions, that 
the mind may not languiſh, 

Religion ſeems to have grown an infant with age, 
and requires miiacles to nurſe it as it had in its in» 
fancy, 

All fits of pleaſure are balanced by an equal de- 
gree of pain or languor ; it is like ſpending this year 
part of th2 next year's revenue. | 

The latter part of a wiſe man's life is taken up 

in curing the follies, prejudices, and falſe opinions 
he had contracted in the former. 
Would a writer know how to behave himſelf 
with relation to poſterity, let him conſider in old 
books what he finds that he is glad to n 24 
what omiſſions he moſt laments. Mak 

Whatever the poets pretend, it is plain how give 
immortality to none but themſelves: it is Homer 
and Virgit we reverence and admire, not Achilles 
or AÆneas. With hiſtorians. it is quite the contrary ; 
our thoughts are taken up with the actions, and: 
events we read, and we little regard the authors, 

When a true genius appears in the word, you 


- may know him by this ſign, that the dunces are all 


in confederacy againſt him. 

Men who poſſeſs all the advantages of life, are 
in a ſtate where there are many accidents to diſor- 
der and diſcompoſe, but few to pleaſe them. | 
It is unwiſe to puniſh cowards wich ignominy; 
for if they had regarded that, they would not have 
been cowards: death is their proper duni, 
becauſe they fear it moſt. 

Ihe greateſt inventions were . in the 
times of ignorance ; as the uſe of the e guns, 


powder, 
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powder, and printing; and by the dulleſt nation, 


as the Germans, 

One argument to prove, that the common rela- 
tions of ghoſts and ſpectres are generally falſe, may 
be drawn from the opinion held, that ſpirits are 
never ſeen by more than one perſon at a time; that 
is to ſay, it ſeldom happens to above one perſon in 
a company, to be poſſeſſed with any hi ee 
of — en amv e 

Jam apt to think, that in the day of judgement 
there will be ſmall allowanee given to the wiſe for 
their want of morals, and to the ignorant for their 
want of faith, becauſe both are without excuſe.- 
This renders the advantages equal of ignorance and 
knowledge. Bur ſome ſeruples in the wiſe, and 
fome vices in the ignorant, will perhaps be forgiven” 
upon the ſtrength of temptation, to each. 

The value of ſeveral circumſtances in ſtory leſſens 
very much by diſtance of time, though ſome mi- 
nute circumſtances are very valuable; and it re- 
quires great judgement in a writer to diſtinguiſh. 

It. is grown a word of courſe, for writers to ſay, 
This eritical age, as divines fay, This finful age. 

It is pleaſant to obſerve how free the preſent age 
is in laying taxes on the next: Future ages ſhall talk 
of this ; this ſball be famous to all poſterity: whereas 
their time and thoughts will be taken up about pre- 
fent-things, as ours are now. one 

The cameleon, who is ſaid to feed upon nothing 
but air, hath of all animals the nimbleſt tongue. 

When a man is made a ſpiritual peer he loſes his 
firname ; when a temporal, his chirſtian name. 

It is in diſputes as in armies, where the weaker 
Ade ſets up falſe lights, and makes a great noiſe, to 
make the enemy believe them more numerous and 
ſtrong than they really are. | 4-4 

Some men, under the notions of weeding out 
prejudices, eradicate virtue, honeſty, and religion. 

In all well. inſtituted commonwealths, care _ 
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been taken to limit mens poſſeſſions; which is done 


for many reaſons, and among the reſt, for one 
which perhaps is not often conſidered, that when 
bounds are ſet to mens deſires, after they have ac» 
quired as much as the-laws will permit them, their 
private intereſt is at an end, and they have nothing 
to do but take care of the public. 

There are but three ways for a man to reven 


himlelf of the cenſure of the world; to deſpiſe it, to 


return the like, or to endeavour to live ſo as to 
avoid it: the firſt of theſe is uſually pretended, the 
- [laſt is almoſt impoſſible, the univertal practice is for 
the ſecond. 

Herodotus. tells us, that in cold countries beaſts 
very ſeldom; have horns, but in hot they have very 
large ones. This might bear a very pleaſant appli- 
cation. | 
I never heard a finer piece of fſative againſt 
lawyers, than that of aſtrologers, when they pre- 
tend by rules of art to tell when a ſuit will end, and 
whether to the advantage of the plaiutiff or defend · 
ant; thus making the matter depend entirely upon 
the influence of the ſtars, without che leaſt regard 
to the merits of the cauſe. | 

The expreſſion in Apocrypha, about Tobit and 
-his dog following him, I have often heard ridicu- 
led, yet Homer has the ſame words of Telemachus 


more than once; and Virgil ſays ſomething like it 


of Evander. And | take the book of TI obit to be 
partly poetical. 

I have known ſome men poſſeſſed of good quali 
ties, which were very ſerviceable to others, but uſe- 


leſs to themſelves; like a fun-dial on the front of a 


+ouſe, to inform the neighbours and pailengers, 
but not the owner within. 

If a man would regiſter all his opinions upon 
love, politics, religion, learning, &c. beginning 
from his youth, and ſo go on to old age, - » 
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bundle of inconſiſtencies and contradictions would 
appear at laſt ? | 

What they do in heaven we are ignorant of; what 
they do not we are told expreſly, that they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage. 

When a man obſerves the choice of ladies now 
a-days in the diſpenſing of their tavours, can he 
forbear paying ſome veneration to the memory 
of thoſe mares mentioned by Xenophon *, who; 
while their manes were on, that is, while they were 
in their beauty, would never admit the embraces of 
an aſs. - 

It is a miſerable ching to live in ſuſpence; it is the 
life of a ſpider. 
Vive quidem, pende tamen, impreba. dixit. 
Ovid. Metam. 

The Stoical ſcheme of ſupplying our wants by 
lopping off our deſires, is like cutting off our feet 
when we want ſhoes, 

Phyſicians ought not to give their geen of 
religion, for the ſame reaſon that butchers are not 
admitted to be jurors upon life and death. | 

The reaſon, why ſo few marriages are happy, is 
becauſe young ladies ſpend their time in making 
nets, not in making cages, 

If a man will obſerve as he walks the ſtreets, I 
believe he will find the meurieſt countenances in 
mourning coaches, 

Nothing more unde a man to act with pru- 
dence, than a misfortune that i is attended with ſhame 
and guilt, ' 

The power of fortune is confeſſed only by the 
miſerable; for the happy impute * their ſucceſs to 
pruiience or merit. 

Ambition often puts men vpon doing the mean- 
eſt offices: ſo climbing is performed in the ſame 
poſture with eee 

» De Re Fquefir, - | 
I 4 III 
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Ill company is like a dog, who dirts thoſe moſt 
. whom he loves beſt. 
Cenaſure is the tax a man pays to the public for 
being eminent, EN 731917 6:43 ob 
_ ©», Although men are accuſed for not knowing their 
own weaknels, yet perhaps as few know their own 
ſtrength. It is in men as in ſoils, where ſometimes 
there is a vein of gold which the owner knows not 
of, '/ | | 17 
Satire is reckoned the eaſieſt of all wit; but I take 
it to be otherwiſe in very bad times: for it is as 
hard to ſatirize well a man of diſtinguiſhed. vices, 
as to praiſe well a man of diſtinguiſhed virtues, 
I: is eaſy enough to do either to people of moderate 
characters. | | 
Invention is the talent of youth, and judgement 
of age; ſo that our judgement grows harder to 
pleaſe, when we have fewer things to offer it: this 
goes through the whole commerce of life, When 
we are old, our friends find it difficult to pleaſe us, 
and are leſs concerned whether we be pleaſed- or 


— 


NO. * 0 AM! gt ad un 1 | 
No wiſe man ever wiſhed. to be younger, 
An idle reaſon leflens the weight ot the good 
ones you gave before. | , | 
The motives of the beſt actions will not bear too 
ſtrict an inquiry, It is allowed, that the cauſe of 
moſt actions. good or bad, may be reſolved into 
the love of ourſelyes; but the ſelf-· love of ſome men 
inclines them to pleaſe others; and the ſelf· love of 
others is wholly employed in pleaſing themſelves; 
This makes the great diſtinction between virtue and 
vice. Religion is the beſt motive of all ations, yet 
een allowed to be the higheſt inſtance of ſelf: 
Ove. 345 | | ' 
When the world has once begun to uſe us ill, it 
afterwards continues the fame treatment with leſs 
ſcruple or ceremony, as men do to a whore, 
Q men view beſt at a diſtance with the eyes 
Vor V. H h of 
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of their underſtanding as well as with thoſe of na- 
ture. erty! 4 | 

Some people take more care to hide their wiſ- 

dom than their folly, OE 
Alrbitrary power is the natural object of temptati- 
on to a prince, as wine or women to a young fel. 

low, or a bribe to a judge, or avarice to old age, 
or vanity to a woman. nog 53 ; 

Anthony Henley's farmer dying of an aſthma, 
ſaid, Well, if I can get this breath once out, III 
take care it ſhall never get in again. 2 

The humour of exploding many things under 
the name of trifles, fopperies, and only imaginary 
goods, is a very falſe proof either of wiſdom or 
magnanimity, and a great check to virtuous acti- 
ons. For inſtance, with regard to fame, there is 
in moſt people a reluctance and unwillingnefs to be 
forgotten. We obſerve even among the vulgar, 
how fond they are to have an inſcription over their 
grave. It requires but little philoſophy to diſcover 
and obſerve that there is no intrinſic value in all 
this; however, if it be founded in our nature, as 
an incitement to virtue, it ought not to be ridicul- 

Complaint is the largeſt tribute heaven receives, 
and the ſincereſt part of our devotion. 

The common fluency of ſpeech in many men, 
and moſt women, is owing to a ſcarcity of matter, 
and a ſcarcity of words; for whoever is a maſter 
of language, and hath a mind full of ideas, will be 
apt in ſpeaking to heſitate upon the choice of both: 
whereas common ſpeakers have only one ſet of i- 
deas, and one ſet of words to clothe them in; and 
theſe are always ready at the mouth: ſo people 
come faſter out of a church when it is almoſt emp- 
ty, than when a croud is at the douᷓʒ. 

Few are qualified to ſnine in company; but it is 
in moſt mens power to be agreeable. The reaſon 
therefore, why converſation runs ſo low at preſent, 

| 4 * * 
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is not the defect of underſtanding, but pride, va- 
nity, ill - nature, affectation, ſingularity, poſitive- 
neſs, or ſome other vice, the effect of. a wrong e- 
ducation. | 4 
Io be vain is rather a mark. of. humility than 


pron Vain men delight in telling what honours 
ave been done them, what- great. company they 
have kept, and the like; by. which they plainly 
* confeſs that theſe honours. were more than their 
due, and ſuch as their friends would not. believe 
if they had not been told: whereas a man truly 
proud thinks the-greateſt. honours below his merit, 
and conſequently ſcorns to boaſt. I therefore de» 
liver it as a maxim, that. whoever deſires the cha- 
racter of a proud man, ought to conceal his vani- 
ty. | 
3 in a free country, is, or ought to be, the 
determination of the majority of thoſe who have 
property in land. 8 Sed | 
One argument uſed to the diſadvantage of pro- 
vidence, IL. take to be a very ſtrong. one in its de- 
fence, It is objected, that ſtorms and tempeſts, 
untruitful ſeaſons, ſerpents, ſpiders, flies, and o- 
ther noxious or troubleſome animals, with many 
more inſtances of the like kind, diſcover an imper-- 
fection in nature, becauſe human life would be 
much. caficr. without them: but the deſign of pro- 
vidence may clearly be perceived in this proceeding. 
The motions of the ſun and moon; in ſhort, the 
whole ſyſtem of the univerſe, as far as philoſophers 
have been able to diſcover and obſerve, are in the 
utmoſt degree of regularity and perfection; but 
| wherever God hath left to man the power of inter- 
- poſing a remedy by thought or labour, there he- 
| hath placed things in a ſtate of imperfection on 
purpoſe to ſtir up human induſtry, without which 
; life would ſtagnate, or indeed rather could not fub-- 
fiſt at all: Curis acuunt mortalia corda. 
| | Praiſe is the daughter of preſeut power. | 
? | H h.2 Hows 
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How inconſiſtent is man with himſelf? 
I have known ſeveral perſons of t fame for 
- wiſdom in public affairs and councils governed by 
fcoliſh ſervants, | : e- org 
| I have known great miniſters, diſtinguiſhed fo 
| wit and learning, who preferred none but dunces, 
| I have known men of great valour cowards to 
| I have known men of the greateſt cunning per- 
| petually cheated. 0 Fee | 
4 'T knew three great miniſters, who could exactly 
compute and fertle the accounts of a kingdom, but 
| were wholly ignorant of their own ceconomy. 
= - The preaching of divines helps to preſerve well- 
Fra? n in the courſe of virtue, ſeldom or 
: never reclaims the vicious. | 
Princes uſually make wiſer choices than the ſer- 
vants whom they truſt for the diſpoſal of places. I 
have known a prince, more than once, chuſe an 
| able miniſter ; but I never obſerved that miniſter 
to uſe his credit in the difpofal of an employment 
to a perſon whom he thought the fitteſt for it. 
One of the greateſt in this age owned and excuſed 
the matter from the violence of parties, and the un- 
| reaſonableneſs of friends. | 
| "Small cauſes are ſufficient to make a man uneaſy, , 
when great ones are not in the way: for want of a 
block he will ſtumble at a ſtraw. __ 
Dignity, high ſtation, or great riches, are, in 
ſome ſort neceflary to old men, in order to keep 
the younger at a diſtance, who are otherwiſe too 
apt to infult them upon the ſcore of their age. 
Every man defires to live long; but no man 
would be old, Love of flattery in moſt men pro- 
ceeds from the mean opinion they have of them · 
ſelves; in women from the contrary. | 
If books and laws continue to increaſe as they 
have done for fifty years paſt, I am in ſome con- 
3 "__ cern 
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cern for future ages, how any man will be learned, 


or any man a lawyer. 
Kings are commonly ſaid to have long hands; I 
with they had as long ears. | 

Princes in their infancy, childhood and youth, 
are ſaid to diſcover prodigious parts and wit, to 
ſpeak things that ſurpriſe and aſtoniſh : ſtrange, ſo 
many hopeful princes, and ſo many ſhameful 
kings! If they happen to die young, they would 
have been prodigies of wiſdom and virtue: if they 
live, they are often prodigies indeed, but of ano- 
ther ſort. : | 
Politics, as the word is commonly underſtood, 
are nothing but corruptions, and confequently of 
no uſe to a good king, or a good miniſtry; for 
which reaſon courts are ſo over · run with politics. 

Silenus, the foſter-father of Bacchus, is always 
carried by an aſs, and has horns on his head. The 
moral is, that drunkards are led by tools, and have 
a great chance to he cuckolds, 

Venus, a beautiful good-natured lady, was the 

oddeſs of love; Juno, a terrible ſhrew, the god- 
deſs of marriage; and they were always mortal e- 

nemies, _ 

Thoſe who are againſt religion, muſt needs be 
fools : and therefore we read, that, of all animals, 
God refuſed the firſt-born of an aſs, 

A very little wit is valued in a woman, as we are 
pleaſed with a few words ſpoken plain by a parrot. 

A nice man is a man of naſty ideas, 

Apollo was held the god of phytic, and ſender 
of diſeaſes. Both were origiaally the ſame trade, 
and ſtill continue, 

Old men and comets have been reverenced for 
the ſame reaſon ; their long beards, and pretences 
to foretel events. 

A perſon was aſked at court what he thought of 
an ambaſſador, and his train, who were all em- 
broidery and lace, full of bows, cringes, and geſ- 

| H h 3 tures 
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tures ; he ſaid it was Solomon's importation, . gold. 
and apes. 

There is a ſtory in Pauſanias of a plot for betray- 
ing of a city diſcovered by the braying of an ais: 

the cackling of geeſe ſaved the capitol, and Cata- 
| line's conſpiracy was diſcovered by. a whore. Theſe 
are the only three animals, as far as I remember, 
famous in hiſtory as evidences and informers. 

| : Moſt ſorts of diverſion in. men, children, and 

| other animals, are an.imitation of fighting. 

. Auguſtus meeting. an aſs with a lucky name, 
foretold himſelf good fortune. I meet many afles 
but none of them have lucky names. 

If a man makes me keep my diſtance, the com- 

fort is, be keeps bis at the ſame time. 

i Who can deny. that all men are violent lovers. 
of truth, when we ſee them ſo poſitive in their er- 
1 - rors, which they will maintain out of their zeal to 
| - truth, although they contradict- themſelves every 

F day of their lives ? FF 

| That was excellently obſerved, ſay I, when 1 
read a paſſage in an author, where his opinion a- 
grees with mine, When we differ, there I pro- 
| nounce him to be miſtaken, 
Very few men, properly ſpeaking, live at pre- 
ent, but are providing to live another time. 

As univerſal a practice as lying is, and as eaſy a. 
one as it ſeems, I do not remember to have heard 
three good lies in all my converſation, even from 
thoſe who were moſt celebrated in that faculty. 
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The End of the Firrn Vorunz. 


